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Project #16-403 AN
GOVERNOR THOMAS BIBB(NEWMAN JHOME A
William Street, . U5 Ruvt
Huntsville, Alabama. o L

BHISTORICAL DATA:

Built: 1824-1832.
Cost of Material for House: $32,000.
Architeot:

Ownership:

Colonel LeRoy Pope originally owned the iot upon -
which this house was built, having bought all of
the land now coyered by Huntsville at the Govern» :
ment land sales ir 18Q9, :

Je M. Taylor bought from Colonel Pope two acres.
This was in 1818,

John Read bought property, ineluding a house, in
1819.

Governor Thomas Bibb bought this property fram
John Read in 1821, Here he built the present -
home for his daughter Adeline (Mrs. James Bradley)

Andrew Beirne purchased this home in 1844. He,

his son George P. Beirne, and descendants, occu~
pied the house for more than 70 years,

Miss Jane Beirne, daughter of George P, Beirnme,

left the place to her nephew, Howard Thomas, in

about the year 1917,

W. E. Butler bought this property from Howard -
Thomas in 1920. -

Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Newman bought this hame In 1937.
Mrs. Newman is the great-great-granddaughter of
Gevarnor Thamas Bibb.

Present Occupants' g .gg;
MI. and Mrs. W. w. Newman and family.

._- chernor Thnmas Bibb.

sesond governer of the State of ﬁl&b&m&. The
_‘brother of Williem Bibb, only governor of the -
Alabama Territory and firsﬁ gevernor of the State
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" of Alabama. In 1820, Governor William Bibb died
of injuries received in a fall from & horse,
Thomas Bibb succeeded to the office of his brother.

The Governor's home was at Belle Mina, a few miles
west of Huntsville. Here, in the town of Huntsville,
he ereoted a home for his daughter, Adeline Bibb,
{Mrs. James Bradley). They copied the Governor's
home at Belle Mina, avoiding the mistakes made in
the first. This house still "ranks as the loveli~-
est hame in North Alabame.®

*The marriage of Mrs. Bradley's daughter Susan,
grandmother of Mrs. Newman, to Thomes White served
as the housewarming event for the home., This was a
big event for Huntsville, An account of the wed-
ding has come down by word of mouth through geveral
generatiana.

The Beirnes.
Oowned the house frem 1844 to about 191?.- _
During the €ivil War the house was used as head-

quarters by the Federal Army. Meany famous generals- _1ﬁj3f

stayed here when in Huntsville, suoh as Butlier and
Sherman,

The Beirn family lived in middle A&abama during the
conflict. Upon returning to Huntsville, they found
their home in good condition. 4s headquarters for
the Union Aymy, the house had not besn harmed by
the Yankee soldiers.

Mrs, W, W. Newman:
The granddaughter of the Susan Bibb whose wedding
to Thomas White served as the housewarming event
for this house. Thus Mrs. Newnman iz the great-
great-granddaughter of Thomas Bibb, second governor
of Alabamea and the builder of this fine old home,
Source of Material:

Historic Homes, by Pat Jones, published in the
Huntsville Times for November &, 1932,

Bocink 1776, HCF
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This house is one of the most pretentious and forceful
homes in Huntsville., Architecturally it is a rather
hold and massive struoture, still very well preserved
to the present day. Two story slave quarters are still
in existence in the rear of the building.

The interior detail, by contrast, is 6f a {irmer char-
.acter than the exterior treatment would suggest. The
;firepl&ces are unique and finely carved.

The original fence is still in existence today and is
of  the same ‘heavy chara,cter ag the house.

_ Mﬁj'ogr.f[)o‘m.ﬁhc‘_zﬁt‘,:_'of__g-fﬂk'{-‘i{-ﬂma@Q (\)E_Fuﬁ‘,. pL- 145

Sczurce of mterial :

B, Walter Burkhardt, District Administrator, HABS,
Alabmna Polytaehnic Institute, Auburn, Alabama,

Pat Jones, Historic Hames, published in the Huntsgille .
- Times, Novamhar 6, 1932,

';chard Major,_The-Dcmestic Architecture of the Early
 smerican Republic, The Greek Revival, Lippincott, 1926,
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