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485-189 SOUTH MEYER AVERUE/186 W. KZHNEDY ST.

Iocation:

Pregent Owner:

Present Occupant:

Present Use:

Sigrnificance:

L85-L89 South Msyer Avenue/l 86 W. Kemnmedy St.,(scutheast
corner of S. Meyer Ave..and W. Kennedy St.) Tucson,
Pimes County, Arizona.

USGS Tucson Quedrengle, Universal Transverse
Mercator Coordinstes: 12.502680 .3563970.

Bettinz M. Arnel, c¢/o Rollings Trust
201 E. Broadway
Tucson, Arizona 85719

Sebino Pottery (Jznet Burmer) ”hSTrh89
186 W. Kermedy, vecant.

Commerciel.

This large cormer structure housed both a grocery store
and living quarters for the Bustamente family, owners of

a large ranch south of San Zavier Mission. The large
corner openings are evidences of the commercial nature of
the structure, while the rest of the building {including
186 West Kennedy (part of the original South Meyer Ave.
house) and 168% West Kennedy (an apartment addition built
at a later date ))maintains & residential aspect. {For
further data see AZ-73-1L.) The setback, recessed openings,
end adobe corstruction exhibit Sonoran cheracteristics; the
hipped roof and gzbled dormer vent show Anglo influence.

PART 1. EISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physicsel History:

1. Date of erection: pre-189T.

2. Arehitect: None known.

3. Original end subseqgueni owners: BSee chain of titlie below.

Part of Lot 2, Block 241, Parcel 10.

1879

1880

1882

Deed, October 20, 1879, recorded in Volume 5, page 657.
Corporate Authorities of the Village of Tucson to Jesus
Valencisa.

Deed, November 10, 1880, recorded in Volume 9, pége 304,
D. ¢. de Velenciz, Adm. to Branlio Garcie.

Deed, November 13, 1882, recorded in Volume 11, page 692.
Branlio and Nieves Garciz ©o Albert and Bettina Steinfeld.
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1911 Deed, July 15, 1911, recorded in Volume 51, page 15h.
' Albert and Bettine Steirnfeld to Eloisa Bustamente.

1931 Deed, Januvery 8, 1932, recorded ia Volume 153, page 196.
Eloisa Bustamante to Antonic and Enriqueta Bustemente,

1940 Deed, May 31, 1940, recorded in Volume 229, page 319
L. C. Bustamente, Adm. to Bernebe Robles.

1947 Deed, December 27, 19h7, recorded in Volume 40, page L489.
BEstate of Bernabe Robles to Joaguinaz Robles.

1948 Deed, July 28, 1948, recorded in YSlume 99, page 27.
Jeagwina S, Robles to Bernabe S. Robles, et al.

1955 Deed, March 21, 1955, recorded in Volume 818, page 558.
Bernabe Robles, et g1, to Mercedes R. Robles.

1958 Deed, November T, 1958, recorded in Volume 1336, page 22.
Estate of Mercedes R. Martinez to Baudelic R. Mertinez, et 2]1.

1966 Deed, April 4, 1966, recorded in Volume 2715, ‘Dage 309,
Estate of B. A. Mzrtinez tc Martinez et al. .

1968 Deed, February 23, 1968, recorded in Volwme 3187, page 529.
A. J. Martinez t¢ Bettinz M. Arenel.

I, Builder: Probably Antonic Bustamente.

5. Alterstions and zdditions: Alterztions and additions to this
struciure priocr to 1909 ere indeterminzble. The basic plan of
the building remained unchanged until the Xennedy St. addition
(168%} was made in 1930, creating znother residence in the struc-
ture. (See AZ-~73-1kL.) An overhanging freme porch extended along
the front facade on Meyer Avenue until scme time after 19k8. (See
Barrio Libre (A2-73) for historic thotograph cof Cormer of S. Meyer
and W. Kennedy St., ca. 1890.)

Historiecal Events and Persons Connected with the Structure:

The Bustamentes were a large family thet owned a ranch south of San
Xavier Mission. They were responsible for the consiruetion of this
house and one south of it at 505 £. Meyer Ave. The family ren a
grocery and . general merchandise store in the corner of this building,
their residence guarters surromding it on two sides. The Bustamantes
occupied the structure until 10L0 when they lost it to Bernabe Robles.
(See AZ-T3, p. 13, historie background. )
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At this time the structure wess rented by the Robles family to z number
of different tenants, and housed, gt different times, the J. R. Romero
Bekery and the Goodyesar Shoe Shop. A& portionm of the building is cur-
rently vacent and undergoing interior remodeling for the relccation of
the America West Gallery (now located at 367-371 S. Mever Avenue).

Y

Prepared by: Amn E. Huston
Project Historian,
Maureen L. Gerhold
Assistant Project Historian,
Eistoric American Buildings Survey
September 1980

A,

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION
Generszl Statement:

1. Architectural character: This building has the typicel massing of
buildings of the Barly Transitional period of Tucson architecture.
1t is constructed of adobe and positioned at the front Pproperty
line. There is a hipped roof with pediment at the center of the
west front. The bullding has been modified for commercisl pur-
poses over the years. There are parapeted additions on the east
rear along Kennedy Street (See AZ~T3-1h) at the southeast corner.

2. Condition of fabric: A portion of the building is in the process
of rehsbilitation. With the exception of some cosmetic problems
common to adobe construction, the building is in good condition.

Description of Exterior:

1. Over-all dimensions: Thobe building measures sbout 70" north-to-
south along its west {front) facade, and 68' west~to-east along
its north side. The latter dimension includes 28' of building
addition.

The west and north wells azre flush with the property line; the
south side of the building zbuts the adjacent building. The east
(rear) of the building is very irregular with numerous sheds end
additions.

2, Foundations: There appears ©o be & concrete foundation under the
XKennedy Street addition; there is evidence of concreie at the basge
of the main building elihough this may he underpinning.
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Wall construction, finish and color: The 12", 14" and 21" thick
wzlls are of mud adobe with lime 2nd some cement stucce. In some
areass, chicken wire has been emploved to hold the stucco to the
adove. The stucco is beige and gray.

Structural system, framing: The zdobe bearing walls support_a
light frame ceiling and roof system. Apt. #L489 has a dimensioned
lumber joist system in its front roorm.

Stoops: The doors to #186(and #168%)V. Kennedy St.(north side)
are one step above grade. The doors to #4487 and #489 South Meyer
are three steps above grade.

Chimmeys: There is a chimney on the west exterior wall penetrat-
ing the west roof slope just north of the pediment projection (ca.
25' south of the north end of the building). It is of exposed
brick. A second chimmey is located on the north exterior wall
penetrating the north roof slope approximately 20' east of the
west wall., It is of brick construction.

Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: Each emtrance doorwsy to #487 and #4689 has
a three-pane trensom over the door. The doors have six glass
panels over three horizomtal wood panels. There are screen doors.

There is a Mever Ave. doorway to 186(and 168:)W. Kennedy which
has two match bead wood door panels which open in. Above these
panels is a nine-pene window (three over three horizontally).

The entrance doorway to #186 W. Kennedy has a temporary galvan-
ized metal door. There is a single-pane transom over the door.

(The doorway to 168% W. Kenredy has 2 five-(horizontsl) panel
door. ) .

Doors to the rear of the building are zlso five-penel doors.

b. Windows: The meir building hes wood two-over-four light, double-
hung sash with screens for the units #487 and #489. The opening
at #4809 has an iron grille covering also.

These openings have flat board trim with a molded head trim.
There are wood sills.

The westward window (on the north side, near the come_r) on
the 186 W. Xennedy portion is composed of a nime-pane window
panel (three over three horizontally) over a solid, mateh bead
board panel. (This was probsbly a larger commercial window at
an earlier dete.)
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The westernmost opening or the north side of 186 W. Kennedy St.
is similer to the large opening on the west (front) on S. Meyer.

The other window in the 186 W. Kennedy St. portion is e narrow
wood double~hung sash, with six-over-six lights.

The windows of the 168% W. Kennedy apartment are (1) a one-over-
one wood double-hung weighted sash; (2) a wooden double-hung one-
over-four sash window; and (3) a wood casement window. '

8. Roof:

a. Shape, covering: The main building bhés an L-plan hipped roof
with & south gable end sbuting the gable end of the azdjacent
building. There is & large subsidiary gable on the west front.
The roof surface is rolled ssphalt. The original wood shingles
are still in place under the present roof.

The 168% West Kennedy St. addition of 1930, as well as the east
addition at the south end has a flat roof with parspet wells.
There are numerous shed-like additions 2ll along the east rear.

b. Cornice, eaves: The hipped roof has 2" x 2%" rafte¥ enas pro-
jecting beyvond the walls. Roof sheatbhing is exposed at the
eaves. There is a wood closure strip between the rafters.

¢. Dormers: There is & large su‘béidiary gable projection from the
west slope of the roof, with a small window/vent opening.

C. Description of the Interior:

1. TFleoor plans: This large building on the southeast corner of the
intersection of West Kennedy St. and South Meyer Ave. has been
divided into three units:

2. The first or northwest corner wnit, 1485 S. Meyer Ave., is
comprised of a principal room (with a second room behiné it to
the east, entered as.186 W. Kennedy St.) The principal rocz
of this corner wnit has a cellar under a portion of the roc=.
This cellar bas been opened, and its entrance on the floor of
the pripecipal room defined by an iron railing. At the soutoz-
ezst corner of the cormer unit there is located a freme parti-
tiored room._ Beyond the second room (#186) there is the 1630
"aBdition along W. Kennedy St., which has two rooms plus z bebh,
obviously a two~room spariment. (This may be seen further =s
AZ-T3-14, 168 W. Kemnedy St.)




ANTOKIO BUSTAMANTE EOUSE
485-489 SOUTE MEYER AVENUE/

186 WEST KENNEDY STREET

HARS No. AZ-T3-5 (Page €)

b. The middle unit at L87 S. Meyer Ave. is used as a poitery shop
and studio. Its entry is first irnto a hell (possibly a former
zgguan or vestibule, slthough the walls have been replastered
and there is no evidence of an eariier opening). To the right
or south of this entry at k87 S. Meyer Ave. is a large square
room. A second flank of rooms to the east or rear contains a

kitchen and studio space. These rooms appear to be later
frame additioms. .

¢. The southern, or end wunit, 489 Wouth Meyer Ave., extends three
rooms in depth to the east or reer, each room pening directly
into the next room back.

-

Stairwey: There is & stairway to the basement of the pripeipal
room (northwest cormer) of the building. The stairs have 12
risers and are built of wood planks. There are three concrete
risers from the principal room on the corner to the rest of the
unit reached also through 186 West Kemnedy Street.

Fiooring: There are concrete slab floors and 3%" Douglas Fir
boerd floors.

Wall anéd ceiiing finishes: The walls are piaster overféadbe
throughout , with the exception of some frame partitions in the
additions which are of lath =nd plaster.

Ceilings are of match bead board in the main rooms of the original
building. Ceilings are of wood lath and plaster in 186 West Kennegdy
and portions of 168% West Kennedy.

The shed additions have exposed 2" x 10" rafters with 12" board
ceilings.

The ceiling of #48S% has exposed boards and rafters.
Openings:

Doorways ané doors: Most interior doors have been removed. Door-
ways are eigher of plastered or board jambs, more frequently
piastered. The trim is of flst boards vhere employed.

Decorstive features and trim: In the northeast room of 186 West
Kernnedy. there is a small arched niche on the south wall. There
is, in the northwest room of #:85, a Victorian black merble and .
cast-iron fireplace (not originzl <o the building), in the south-
west cormer. This same room also has a new iron railing proteci-
ing the opening to the basement. :
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. T. Mechenicel eguipment:

Heating: There is a fireplace in the sovihwest corner of the
northwest or prineipal room of 485 South Mever Avenue. A second
fireplace in the northwest corner of the northeast foom of the
same unit has been removed. -

Unit #L89 bas a new wood-burning stove.

Plumbing and Electricity: Electrical service and plumbing fix-
tures have beeh added.

D. Site: L P

1. General setting and orientation: The building is situated on
the southeast corner of the intersection of South Meyer Avenue
end West Kennedy Street. Tt is set at the property lines.

The principal facade is on Meyer Avenue, with 186 West Kennedy
St., arouwnd the corner, an original part of the South Meyer Ave.
house. The flush-fronted bullding sbuts the adjacent building to
the south.

.

. 2. Enclosures and planting: The rear (east) yard is enclosed by a
. wood and corrugated metal fence, and contains sheds and some
shade trees.

PART TIT. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

A. 01d views: (Courtesy Arizona Historical Society.) (See Barrio Libre
(AZ-73). Views by unknown photographer show South Meyer Avenue
looking north from Kennedy Street, ca. 1800.)

7

B. Bibliograpby: !

Building slip, Pime County Assessor’s Office.
Sarborn Fire Insurance Company maps, 1909, 191k, 1919, 19L.8.

Tract Books, Pioneer Hational Title Insurance Company (Recorder's
records, on microfilm.)

Tucson City Directories, 1897-1979.
C. Orel Interviews:

fliazar Herreras, 1331 E. Waverly
’ H. Kelley Rollings, 3801 Calle Barceloze
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PART IV, PROJECT INFORMATION

This project was undertaken by the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) of
the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service's Nlationel Lrchitectural and
Engineering Record (NAER} in cooperation with the Tucson Barrio Association, Inec.
Funds for the project were provided by the Lrizona Stete Eistoric Preservation
Office and the Arizona State Office of Econcmic Planning angd Development. Under
the direction of Robert Kapsch, Chief of LAFTR, John Poppeliers, Chief of EABS,

and Kenneth L. Arnderson, Principal Architect, the project was completed durlng
the summer of 1980 at the HABS field office in Tucson, Arizona, by Robert C.
Giebner, Project Supervisor (Professor of Archztecture, University of Arlzona)
Williem Joseph Graham, Project Foreman (University of Marylend); Ann E. Buston,
Project Historian (California State University, Sacramento); Maureen L. Gerhold,
Assistant Historian (Pennsylvenia Stete University); Student Architects Scott
Marshell Dolph (University of Arizona); Cevol Jesn lLemon (Washington State Uni-
versity); and Harrison Adem Sutphin {Virginiz Tech); end Comprehensive Employ~
ment and Training Act (CETA) Summer Youth Frployment Program Interns: Meris Arriocla
{Tucson High School); Ernest Cota; Lupita Lopez (Tucson High School); and Annsz
Trinidad. Photographic records were mede for HABS by Devid J. XKaminsky, Photo-
grepher, Roswell, New Mexico. Editing ané finszl preparation of the documentation
was carried out in 1981 in the HABS Washington Office by William Joseph Graham,
Architect, and Lucy Pope Wheeler, Writer/Editor, of the HABS professional staff.
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