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Building 83 is significant as part of the Senior Officers' Quarters District at 
Yerba Buena Island. Although short-lived as a training station (1898-1923), 
Y erba Buena Island was essential in the establishment of a modem American 
naval presence on the West Coast. One of four such facilities, Yerba Buena 
Island quickly became a key naval training station while it operated, and 
continued to play an important role in the military presence on the island after 
being decommissioned in 1923 when it served as a receiving ship until World 
War II, and a housing complex for Naval Station Treasure Island. The Senior 
Officers' Quarters district represents the major nexus of historic building 
stock on the island and is significant for its association with the establishment 
of the Navy training station. The district is also significant as a 
representative example of residential military architecture. 

Building 83 faces Whiting Way and served as a garage and chauffeur's 
quarters until 1961. Constructed in 1918, the building is a rectangular in 
plan, two stories in height, and is set on a concrete foundation. Measuring 
approximately 24' by 20', the building is covered with a front-facing gable 
roof with open eaves, wide fascia board, and triangular knee braces. The 
exterior walls are clad in weatherboard framed with comer boards. 
Fenestration on the first and second consists of primarily of wood six-over
six and double-hung sash windows placed symmetrically on all sides. Two 
one-over-one double-hung windows are found on second floor of the 
northwest side. The windows are framed by narrow trim boards and a slip 
sill. Two tilt-up garage doors are located on the southern fac;ade. A set of 
wooden stairs are located on the northern side of the building and provide 
access to the second floor apartment. 
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Historic Context: Note: Please refer to HABS No. CA 1793-A for a detailed historical context 
of the Senior Officers' Quarters District. Additional documentation for 
Y erba Buena Island can be found in HAER No. CA-233-A, Torpedo 
Assembly Building, and for the Naval Training Station on Treasure Island in 
HABS No. CA-2785, Golden Gate Exposition. 
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The permanent military presence began on Y erba Buena Island in 1866 when 
the Army established a post on the island and was continued when the Navy 
was granted a portion of the island in 1898 for use as a training station. The 
Yerba Buena Island Naval Training Station became one of four Navy training 
facilities in the United States, and the only one on the West Coast. 1 An 
ambitious project from the outset, the 300 acre island had limited usable land, 
only approximately 150 with no room for expansion, and remained ill-suited 
for use as a training station. Even so, the island remained a key facility from 
1900 to 1923 before Navy operations were moved to San Diego. 

Building 83 represents one of the few buildings in the Senior Officer 
Quarters' District built after the initial period of construction on the station 
between 1899 and 1905. Construction of Building 83 in 1918 coincides with 
the second wave of construction on Y erba Buena Island and American 
preparation for World War I. At the peak of these preparations, 13,000 men 
were stationed at Yerba Buena Island and dozens of buildings were 
constructed. However, the majority of these buildings were demolished 
because of changing military requirements during World War II. 
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This project was undertaken to fulfill the requirements of the Memorandum 
of Agreement between the Navy and the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer for the layaway, caretaker maintenance, interim leasing, 
sale, transfer, and disposal of historic properties on Naval Station Treasure 
Island. 

Amanda Blosser and Toni Webb of JRP Historical Consulting prepared this 
document for Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC) and the 
Navy. Both Ms. Blosser and Ms. Webb conducted the fieldwork, wrote 
architectural descriptions, and the historic context. Both Ms. Blosser and Ms. 
Webb conducted research for this project at the California State Library, 
Treasure Island Museum, County and City of San Francisco, Department of 
Public Works, Bureau of Engineering. William B. Dewey produced the 
photography. 
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