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United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

-ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA FORM 

STATE 

Colorado 

COUNTY 

Douglas 

TOWN   OR VICINITY 

Golden   (5tetc*.t» a.  vi 

HISTORIC  NAME  OF  STRUCTURE   (  NCL'JOE  SOURCE  FOR NAME) 

Cheese Ranch 

EABSNO 

CO-48 

SECONDARY  OR COMMON  NAMES OF STRUCTURE 

Cheese Ranch 
COMPLETE  AD0RE5S   (DE5CR13E  LOCATION FOR  RURAL  SITES) 

161  Holman Way    Golden,  Colorado      80401     Located  in  the NW  1/4 of   the NW 1/4,   section 
8,  T6,  R67W. 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE SOURCE) ARCHITECT^) ^INCLUDE £3u*£d) 

Unknown about   1879 

SIGNIFICANCE   (ARCHITECTURAL AND  HISTORICAL*   INCLUDE  ORiGiNAL  U"5t Or   SiKuuiUKt) 

Typical  large farmhouse of   the period.     Also one of  the oldest  surviving homes  in Douglas 
County.     See attached   sheets. 

STYLE   (IF APPROPRIATE) 
Vpinapiilar 

MATERIAL   OF  CONSTRUCTION   (INCLUDE  STRUCTURAL  SYSTEMS; 

Clapboard,   wood,   and brick chimney 

SHAPE AND   DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE   (SKETCHED  FLOOR PLANS ON  SEPARATE  PAGES ARE  ACCEPTAc! 

EXTERIOR  FEATURES  OF  NOTE 

Farmhouse has brick chimney with  gingerbread on  the eaves and clapboard  siding. 
See attached pages   for more details. 

INTERIOR  FEATURES  OF  NOTE   (DESCRIBE  FLOOR  PLANS,   IF NOT SKETCHED) 

See attached pages. 

MAJOR  ALTERATIONS  AND   ADDITIONS   WITH   DATES 

Addition on  the  north  side of  farmhouse for  a cheese manufacturing area, Date Unknown, 

PRESENT   CONDITION AND   USE 

Fair   to  poor.     Farmhouse is   still used,   but  barn has   deteriorated. 

OTHER   INFORMATION  AS  APPROPRIATE 

See attached pages. 

SOURCES  OF   INFORMATION   (lNCL'JOE  LISTING ON  NATJONAL  REGISTER,   STATE  REGISTERS,   ETC.) 
Interview with Lawence Phipps,   III                                   Douglas  County  Assessors Office 
Douglas County Records 
State Historical  Society of  Colorado 
Interview witih Warren Huber,   Ranch Foreman   

COMPILER,   AFFILIATION 

f!ii7flTiTiP    F-u^ric: 

DATE 

.TnnP   01 .     19S4 



Site   7T . ^   H? ghlands   Ranch. Cheese Ranch 
HABS No.   CO-48 

State. rcjrmnc  ' (Pa^e 2> 

Date of Survey. At?ril, 1978 

Name of Surveyor. Alan Culpin Telephone. (303) 27S-7690 

Address. l6l Holman Way, Golden, CO. 80^-01 _ 

1. Nane of District; HIGHLANDS RAKCH  

2. Coun-ty: Douglas  Town n/a    Other     _ 

3- Description; 
Site #2, known as the Cheese Ranch, consist's of an 13?9 farmhouse, 

a barn of similar age, and ten outbuildings of various kinds, from a 
garage to a granary/silage storage shed, chicken house etc. There is 
also a well and cistern, and some exceptional very old cottonv/ood 
trees. The location is singularly attractive, although presently 
marred by an abundance of old cars, trucks and parts. ?he site is 
located in the NV/£ of the NV;£, sec 8, T6 R67 W. 

^*. Significance: 
Site #2 was a smaller ranch located on the northeast sice of 

the property, dating back to the late l370*s. Lafayette Suits 
acquired the property as a homestead in 1870 fron the U.S. government, 
and added additional property there in I877, He sold out to rlazidus 
Gassner, who died in I883, and whose wife Wary, ran the ranch until 
she sold to Johanne Welte. 

5. Sources: 
Interview with Lawrence Phipps,   111. 
Douglas County Records 
State  Historical Society of Colorado 
Interview with Warren Huber,   Ranch Fore'nan. 
Douglas County Assessors office. 

6. Threats to Area: 

3y Zoning:     3y Roads:    By Developers:x_   3y Deterioratio ; _x 

Other: ,  

7. Local Attitudes: 
Not as well-known as the Main or Headquarters Ranch, the Cheese 
Ranch is nevertheless highly regarded *by knowledgeable sources. 
At least one college student has written a paper on the history 
of the ranch, and research is being done by the Littleton Hist- 
orical Society. 
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-vv7M,-^ov   T{■-"_'        Cjr,-?   p     - Cheese Ranch 

HABS No.   CO-48 
(page  3) 

1. Ivans of Structure:     fsr^^!Ko    r,KPOCD r>~~,,« 
2. Site ff   2  
3. ^ame  of District!   Hi^hl^ndr Rg.»?g* 
-•  ^ocati^!   5&s*  Of Uriels ?»~>  ^.   5^^  r,^„-v 
5.. Ownership: r.ighlar.a  Venturis  Cn^      _   PublT^ t>UVg^a. 
o.   Use:   Original Pa—hciise  Present?     <^-* 

y 
6. Use: Origin ___ 
?." Accessibiiity~tc~ Public: closed 

Description: 
5. Building 

Material: 

9. Structural 
System: 

10. Condition: 

11. Integrity: 

a.   cla?boardx      b.   stone     c.  brick     d. board & 
batten     e.  cobblestone f.   stucco    g.  other  

a. wood frame with interlocking joints  
b. wood frame with light members, x  
c. masonry lead bearing walls  
a, metal (explain) 
e. other 
a. exceiler."  b, good_ 

(describe).  
c. fair x c. other, 

a. original site ._>-  b. moved.  if so when and from 
where? 

c. ±isz  major alterations cc  daxes: 
Addition oh rear (north side) for  a cheese r^r.;: 
fac-uring area, date urJc. 

12. Map location: *'>'■%   of rn*;-J, sec  5, T6  56? W. ' 

13- Photograph; 



INVENTORY  ?CRM,   PAGE   3.1 Cheese Ranch 
                      - HABS  No.   CO-48 

(page 4) 

1^.   Threats  to building:   from  developers 

15. related Outbuildings & Property. 
a.   barn x      b,   carriage  house     c.  garage_x     d. "privy 
e.   shed 5      f.   greenhouse     g.   shop  x   ~h. gardens  
i.   landscape features large  cottonv/ood  trees  
j.   other bunkhouse  

16. Interrelationship of buildings and surroundings: 
Site #2  is set in a draw,   projected  from east and west.   The main 

house  is  surrounded  on three   sides by outbuildings. 
17. Other Notable features of Building and Site: 

The House is a large  two   story,  wixh basement.  There  are  brick 
chimneys,   and some modest gingerbread on the eaves.   Inside  there  is 
a painted mural of  some  antiquity  in the living room,  and reputedly 
blood  on the wall where  a gambler was  shot in a disagreement. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

Date of initial Construction:    Probably 1879 

Architect:   probably none 

3uilden 

Historical and Architectural Importance: 
The house  is a  typical  large   farmhouse of the period,  which,with 
some maintenance and  a coat  of paint could be oade   into  a mcst 
attractive residence.  It is  probably one of the oldest surviving 
homes   in Douglas County,   and  as  such  is worthy of preservation 
as  an  example  of the  heritage  of  that area.  In addition,   as  an 
example of a multi-purpose farm,   relying in part on the manufact- 
ure of cheese  to  insure  survival,   it gains in stature.   Since  the 
cheese manufactury area,   plus  a  stuccoed vault for  cool  storage 
in the basement,  still exist,    it is something of a showpiece from 

Sources:    that point of view. 
Interview with  present  tenants. 
Interview with Lawrence Phipps,   111. 
Douglas County records. 

• 
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Cheese Ranch 
HABS No.   CO-48 
(page  5) 

IDENTIFICATION: 
1. fee  of Structure: Barn,   Cheese Ranch 
2. Site #2 

istrict;'Highlands Hanch 3, Na-^e oi District; highl 
*r. Location: Douglas County 
5. Ownership :Highlar.cs Ventures cor?.  Public:  Private:*. 
6. Use: Original Dairy Barn, hay storage Present: unused 
7. Accessibility to rublic:  closed 

Description.:. 
e. Building 

Material: 

9. Structural 
System: 

10. Condition: 

11. Integrity: 

a.   clapboardx     b.   stone     c.  brick     d.  beard & 
batten     e.  cobblestone f>   stucco    g.  other  

a. wood frame with interlocking joints x 
b. wood frame with light members  
c. casonry load bearing walls  
d. aetal  (explain)  _      
e. other 
a.   excellent      b.   seed c.   fair c.   otner, 

(describe).deteriorates  repairaois  
a.   original site,   x      b.   moved, if  so when and  :"ro; 

wh ere ?   
c.   list major alterations L dates": 

12.     Mao location CAD    r^a—c    "?    1 

13- Photograph: 

^'T 



• 

Cheese Ranch 
HABS No. CO-48 

1^. Threats to building; from developers     (page 6) 

15. related Outbuildings k  Property: see page 3.1 
a- barn  b. carriage house  c. garage  d. orivy 
e. shed  f. greenhouse  g. shop  h. gardens  
i. landscape features    '       
j.  0 ther   '    : 

16. Interrelationship 01" buildings and surroundings: 

See page 3,1 

17. Other Notable features of Building and Site: 
This picturesque barn, now sadly deteriorated,  was an exceptional 

period barn. Extremely solidly constructed,  it has withstood  the 
ravages of weather,wind and neglect.  The interior structure is of 
particular interest,   with rows of solid suooort beams. 

S"C-?n:?ICANCE: 

Date of initial Construction: probably 1379 

Architect:'_ probably none  

Builderj probably Lafayette Suits.  

Historical and Architectural Importance: 
This multi-purpose barn has  several characteristics making it 
typical of  the  period.  Obviously hand-built,   the     g-able    roof 
and cupola'd vents helped to make  it not only serviceable but 
also a thing of beauty. 

Because of its    condition,  I  cannot recommend  preservation. 
However,   it  is  repairable at  this  time,   and I  can recommend  that 
an  estimate be   taken,   and a decision made when it can *ae  determined 
whether or not  it is  practical to  attempt to restore  it. 

Sources: .  „ 
see page 3-1 

• 
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Cheese Ranch 
HABS No.. CO-48 
(page 7) 

C—TSTST "j.^NT TO SIT— TT 2 

In addition to the buildings surveyed, there are a number c 
%VA»^1 efrn^t.urp*! of   interest. H-r *.no WPRT. cir.P rf *he hrn:->(- 

derrick, -and the remains of what may have c 
and reputedly an ice house, located beside the farn pcnd. 

To"the northwest, there are corrals. Heading east, one runs 
inxo sheds and corrals, around the barn, and a bunkhouse directly 
behind the main house. On the east side of the main house there 
is a garage, and workshop. Most of these outbuildings are in 
poor shape, and have little historical or architectural significance 

ft*-**-)!--*-**-*-**-* 

t 



Cheese Ranch 
HABS No. CO-48 
(page 8) 
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