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Jmted States Department of the Intenor

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVE)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE | P\AE—»S CoLo, 18- sExp Vv, 2-
- ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION : _— ARCHITECTURAL DATA FORM -
STATE : COUNTY TOWN QR VtClNinY
Colorado Douglas Golden (Sedalia vitD |
HiISTOQRIC NAME GF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SDURCE FUR NAME) EABSNO. A
' v - CO-48

Cheese Ranch

SECONDARY QR CIMMDN NAMES OF STRUCTURE

Cheese Ranch

CCMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE Locmzm FGR RURAL SITES)
161 Holman Way Golden, Colorado 80401 -—~ Located in the NW 1/4 of the NW 1/4, section

8, T6, RGTW.

CATE OF CONSTRUCTION LINCLwot SOURGEJ  JARCRITECTLS) (INCLUDE Swervc)

about 1879 Unknown

SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTCRICAL, INCLUDE ORLGTNAL USE TF STAULC(URE)

Typical large farmhouse of the period. Also one of the oldest surviving homes in Douglas
County. See attached sheets. :

STYLE (IF APFROFRIATE)

¥Yernacular

MATERTAL QF CONSTRULCTION {INCLUDE S CTURAL SYSTEMS)
{lapboard, wood, and brick chimney
SHAPE AND DIMENSIONS OF STAUCTURE (SKETCHED FLODR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACIEPTAR

T

EXTERICA FEATURES OF NOTZ

Farmhouse has brick chimney with gingerbread on the eaves and clapboard siding.
See attached pages for more details.,

INTERIGR FEATURES GF NOTE (GESCAIBE FLOOR PLANS, [F NDT SKETCRZD)

See attached pages.

&

MAUOR ALTERATIGNS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES

Addition on the north side of farmwhouse for a cheese manufacturing area. Date Unknown.

OTHER INFCRFATIDN AS APPRCPRIATE

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE

Fair to poor. Farmhouse is still used, but barn has deteriorated.

See attached pages.

SOURCES DF INFURMATIDN (INCLUDE LISTING DN NAT|DNAL REGISTER, STATE REGISTERS, ETC.)
Interview with Lawence Phipps, IIT Douglas County Assessors Office

Douglas County Records
State Historical Society of Colorado

Interview wirh Warren Huber, Ranch Foreman
COMPILER, AFFILIATICN . CATE

Tune 27. 1984

Suzanne: Fuanea



Site #. 2 ¥ishlands Ranch. Cheese Ranch
: , HABS No. C0-48

Stata. CCIC2AD0 (page 2) |
Date of Survey. A&nril, 1978 ' | @
Name of Surveyor., Alan Culvin Telechone. {303) 27%5-74G0

(Sedadip wvie)
Address. 181 Holman Way, Golden, CO. 80QLO1

L

Y Bt 5 K3 W SR T S 3 2% 2 F e

1. Name of District: HIC NDS RANCH

2. County:_Douglas Town_n/a Other

3. Description: : '
Site #2, known as the Cheese Ranch, consists of an 1579 farmhouse,

a barn of similar age, and ten outbulldlnas of wvariogus kinds, from a
garage 1o a granary/szlage storage shed, Chlc5°n house etc. There is
also a well and cistern, and some exceptional very old cottonwood
trees. The location is SLrgula“;y attractive, althouzh hreseqvly R
marred by an abundance of ¢old cars, trucks and par%s. ®he site is
located in the NWi of the N%, sec 8, T6 R67 W.

L. Significance: .

Site 2 was a smaller ranch located on the northeast sicde of g%’
the property, dating back to the late 1370's. Lafayette 3uits

acquired the proverty as a nomestead in 1870 from the U.S3. governmnent,
and added additional property there in 1877, Fe sold out o rlazidus
Gassner, who died in 1883, and whose wife Mary, ran the ranch until

she sold to Jokanne velte. -

.

5. Sources:
Interview with Lawrence Phlnos. 111,
Dougles County Records
State Historical Society of Colorado
Interview with Warren Huber, Ranch Forenazn,
Douglas County Assessors office.

&, Tnresats to Area:

3y Zoning:__ 3y Roads:__ By Developers:x 3y Seferioratio:_x

Other:

7. Lecal Aftitudes:
Yo» as well-%Xnown as the Main or Headcuarters Ranch, the Cneece - :
Rancnh is nevertheless highly rega*dad "oy know1ecg°aole sources. - €§§
At least one college studenti has written a paper on the ?nsuo*y S
of tne ranch, znd research is being done by the Littleton Hist- . 0L
orical Society. o
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INVENTORY FCEM. TAGE 3.1 g:ggsg RagghAS
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(page 4)

L. Threats to building: from developers

15, relzted Cuttuildings & Properzy:
a. barn x b. carrizge house_  c¢. garagex d. orivy
e. shed 5 f, greerhouse___ g. shop x hn. gardens -
i. landscazpe features larZe cottonwood irees —
j. other bunxhouse

16. 1nter*eTa+1onsh_D of buildings and surroundings:
Site #2 is set in a draw, provected from east znd west. The mzin
house 1is surrounded on three sides by outbuildings.

17. Other Notzble features of Duilding and Site:

The House 1is a 1arge two story, wiih tasement. There are brick
chimneys, and some modest glngerbread on the eaves. Inside there is
a painted mural of some aniiquity in the living room, and reputedly
blood on the wall where a gambler was shot in a disagreement.

SIGNITICANCE: -

Date o initial Construction: DProbably 1879

Architecy: Probvavly none

3uilder:

His*orical and Archtectural Importance:
The house 1s a typical large farmhouse of the period, which,with :
some maintenance and a coat of pzint could be made into 2 mest ‘!’
zttractive residence. It is prodbzoly one of the oldest surviving
nomes in Douglas County, and as such is worthy of preservaticn
as an exzmbple of the heritaze of that area. In addition, 25 an
examble of a multi-purpose farﬂ, relying in part on thHe manufact-
ure of cheese to insure survival, it gzins in s%tature. Since the
cheese manufactury area, plus a stuccoed vault for cool storage
in +the basement, still exist, 1t is something of a showpiece from
Sources: ‘that point of view. :
Interview with present tenants.
Interview with Lawrence Phipps, 111.
Douglas County records.
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Cheese Ranch
HABS No. CO-48

13, Threass to building: from developers {page 6)

13. related Cutbuildings & Propersy: see Dege 3.1
a. tarn b. carrizge house ¢. gzxage___ d. 3
e, shed T. greenhouse &. shop___ h. gardens

i, landscape featuras
j. other

16. Interrelationship of ouildings and surroundings

See page 3.1

17. Other Notable feaztures ¢f Building ard Si4e:

This picturesque barn, now sadly deteriorated, was an exceptionzl
overicd tarn. Extremely solldly constructed, it has withstood the
ravages of weather,wind and neglect. The interior siructure is of
particular interest, with rows of solid support veams.

STCNIFICANGE: '

Architecs:’ probadly none

2ulldex: probably Lafayette Suits.

fer 1 21 and Archniecturzl Imperiance:
:is multi-purpose barn nas severzl cnaracieristics maki i€ _
pi 2l of the period. Qoviously hand-built, the gable of .
nd cupola’'d vents nelped to make it not only serviceable dut _
so a thing of oeau<ty. :
Because of its concéition, I c¢annot recommend preservation.
Zowever, 1t 1s repairable at this time, 2rd I can recommend that
an estimate be taken, and a2 decision made when it gan be de<ernined
wnether or not it is practical to aitzmpi <o resiore it.

ng
“
r

[ - RN .
Sources:
see page 3.1



Cheese Ranch
HABS No.. C0-48

i . o
+DDLINENT PO SITI £ 2 (page 7)

In 2éditicn to zhe buildings surveved, there zre a2 numnber ¢I

‘peripheral siruciures of interest. Cn *he west side ¢l the houce

there is & privy, in good condition. Ctherxr bullclng ¢l note on
the west side include 2 chicken house, z grain cr silage siorage

house, complete wiinh cupciz'd venti. Further cn, one runs into z

well, a cistern silll fed by a2 working windmill wiih 2 steel

derrick, and the remains o0f whai may heve once deen 2 coitage,
and reputedly an ice house, loczted beside the farm pend,

To *he norihwest, there are corrals. Feading eas%, one runs
into sheds and corrals, around the bzrn, and 2 burkhouse directly
behind the mein house. Cn the east side of the mein house there
is a2 garage, and workshcp. Most of these outbuildings are in
poor shape, ané have liitle historjical or architectural signilicance.

HEFEDTREIREERR



HABS No. CO-48
(page 8)
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