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Location: Spanning the Cunnison River on U.S. Highway 50.

NE% 513, T15S, R96W. UTM Zone 12, 754750 easting,
4293980 northing.

Date of Construction: May 1924.

Builder: The contractors were Winterburn and Lumsden of
Grand Junction. They built the bridge for $99,309
using steel components from the Midwest Steel and
Iron Company and Minnesota-Moline Power Implement
Company .

Present Owner: Colorado Department of Highways
4201 East Arkansas Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80222

Present Use: Vehicular Bridge.

Significance: During the 1920s and 1930s the Colorado State
Highway Department designed and contracted for two
basic types of steel highway trusses: the

Camelback pony for spans 125’ and under, and the
Parker through for spans 125’ and over. Although
other generic types such as the Pratt through or
the Pennsylvania through were sometimes used, the
riveted Parker was the design of choice for long-
span highway crossings. Two multi-span
combinations of that type remain in use on the
state highway system - the Fifth Street Bridge in
Grand Junction and the Delta Bridge. This one
predates the other by ten years. Both are
significant as unusual multiple-span examples of
a common highway bridge type. Historically this
bridge is significant as a regionally Ilmportant
crossing of the Cunnison River - the site of the
only purchased State Bridge.

Historians: Clayton Fraser and Carl Hallberg
Fraserdesign; Loveland, Colorado.
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