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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
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City Post Office HABS No. DC-570 
2 Massachusetts Avenue, Northeast 
Washington 
District of Columbia 
Photographer: Ronald N. Anderson May, June and July 1989 

EXTERIOR 

DC-570-1 

DC-570-2 

DC-570-3 

DC-570-4 

DC-570-5 

DC-570-6 

DC-570-7 

DC-570-8 

DC-570-9 

DC-570-10 
DC-570-11 

DC-570-12 
DC-570-13 

DC-570-14 

DC-570-15 
DC-570-16 
DC-570-17 
DC-570-18 
DC-570-19 

DC-570-20 

Looking northwest from southeast corner of Delaware 
and Massachusetts Avenues, showing Union station and 
City Post Office 
Looking north on North Capitol Street, showing 
Government Printing Office on left and City Post 
Office on right 
Looking west, corner of Massachusetts Avenue and 
First Street 
Looking northwest, Massachusetts Avenue facade 
oblique view showing lamps 
Looking northwest, Massachusetts Avenue east entrance 
pavilion -
Looking northeast, Mas·sachusetts Avenue facade with 
oblique view of North Capitol street facade 
Looking northeast, Massachusetts Avenue east entrance 
pavilion 
Looking northeast, Massachusetts Avenue facade 
(center portion) 
Looking northeast, Massachusetts Avenue detail view 
of columns 
Looking west, First Street entrance 
Looking northwest, 1st street facade from pedestrian 
island 
Looking north, 1st Street facade and bridge 
Looking southwest from Union station parking ramp, 
First street facade showing bridge 
Looking southwest, oblique view of First Street 
facade 
Looking 
Looking 
Looking 
Looking 
Looking 
streets 

southwest, corner of G and First streets 
southeast, G street facade 
south, G Street facade 
southeast, G Street facade 
southeast, corner of G and 

(GPO annex wall) 
North Capitol 

Looking southeast, North Capitol street facade 



• 

I 

I 

DC-570-21 

DC-570-22 

DC-570-23 

DC-570-24 
DC-570-25 
DC-570-26 
DC-570-27 
DC-570-28 
DC-570-29 
DC-570-30 
DC-570-31 
DC-570-32 
DC-570-33 

City Post Office 
HABS No. DC- 570 (Page 2) 
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Looking 
Station 
Looking 
Office 

northwest showing Columbus Plaza, Union 
and southeast corner of City Post Off ice 
northeast, southwest corner of city Post 

Looking south on North Capitol street, 
Post Office on left, Capitol in center 

showing City 
and Government 

Printing Off ice on right 
Looking south, lightwell 
Looking south, lightwell 
Looking south, lightwell 
Looking south, lightwell 
Looking north, lightwell 
Looking north, lightwell 
Looking north, lightwell 
Looking south, lightwell 
Looking north, lightwell 
Looking north, lightwell 

along 
along 
along 
along 
along 
along 
along 
along 
along 
along 

west 
east 
east 
east 
east 
east 
east 
west 
west 
west 

wall 
wall 
wall 
wall 
wall 
wall 
wall 
wall 
wall 
wall 

SUB-BASEMENT 

DC-570-34 
DC-570-35 

BASEMENT 

DC-570-36 

DC-570-37 
DC-570-38 
DC-570-39 
DC-570-40 
DC-570-41 
DC-570-42 

DC-570-43 

DC-570-44 
DC-570-45 
DC-570-46 
DC-570-47 
DC-570-48 
DC-570-49 

Looking southeast, parking concourse (ramp not shown) 
Looking southwest, parking concourse 

Looking southeast, employees entrance of G Street 
lobby 
Looking north, employees entrance of G Street lobby 
Looking north, special delivery lobby 
Looking southeast, special delivery lobby 
Looking northwest, special delivery section 
Looking west, G Street stairway and lobby 
Looking southeast, parking concourse, oblique view 
showing ramp down 
Looking west, parking concourse, oblique view of 
ramps and dispatch off ice 
Looking east from dispatch office 
Looking northeast, special registry room 
Looking northeast, central elevator core (#17-19) 
Looking west, pump and fan room 
Looking west, steam tunnel 
Looking east, mop room 

GROUND FLOOR 

DC-570-50 
DC-570-51 
DC-570-52 
DC-570-53 

Looking northwest, swing room south 
Looking northeast, locker room 
Looking southeast, swing room north 
Looking southwest, Men's bathroom 
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DC-570-54 

DC-570-55 

DC-570-56 

DC-570-57 
DC-570-58 
DC-570-59 
DC-570-60 

DC-570-61 
DC-570-62 
DC-570-63 
DC-570-64 
DC-570-65 
DC-570-66 
DC-570-67 
DC-570-68 
DC-570-69 

FIRST FLOOR 

DC-570-70 
DC-570-71 
DC-570-72 
DC-570-73 
DC-570-74 
DC-570-75 
DC-570-76 
DC-570-77 
DC-570-78 
DC-570-79 

DC-570-80 
DC-570-81 
DC-570-82 
DC-570-83 
DC-570-84 
DC-570-85 

DC-570-86 

DC-570-87 
DC-570-88 

DC-570-89 
lobby 
DC-570-90 

City Post Office 
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Looking east, North Capitol Street employees entrance 
(street level) 
Looking east, North Capitol Street employees 
(escalators) 
Looking southwest, elevator cab - southeast elevator 
bank 
Looking south, southeast elevator lobby oblique view 
Looking north, current operating equipment 
Looking east, 1st Street Entrance Vestibule 
Looking northwest, 1st Street Entrance 
Vestibule/Stair Hall (from doorway to stairs) 
Looking west, parking concourse 
Looking east, parking concourse 
Looking northeast, conveyor belts 
Looking northeast, ladder to lookout gallery 
Looking east, lookout gallery 
Looking south, G Street and COD Lobbies 
Looking north, G Street and COD Lobbies 
Looking southwest, G Street Lobby stairwell 
Looking northwest, Parcel Post cage (service windows) 

Looking west, southeast vestibule 
Looking southwest, southeast foyer 
Looking northwest, southeast foyer 
Looking southeast, southeast foyer 
Looking southwest, southeast foyer and vestibule 
Looking up, east foyer ceiling 
Looking east, southeast entrance lobby 
Looking southwest, southeast entrance lobby 
Looking west, southeast lobby entrance 
Looking northeast, southeast entrance lobby, COD 
window detail 
Looking up, east entrance lobby ceiling 
Looking east, east entrance lobby 
Looking north, east grand stair 
Looking southeast, east elevator hall 
Looking northeast, east elevator hall 
Looking northeast toward COD windows, southeast 
entrance lobby 
Looking northwest from southeast entrance lobby, main 
lobby 
Looking southwest from southeast entrance lobby 
Looking southeast from center of main lobby, main 
lobby 
Looking north, lock boxes on north wall of main 

Looking west, main lobby from center of lobby 
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DC-570-91 
DC-570-92 

DC-570-93 
DC-570-94 

DC-570-95 

DC-570-96 
DC-570-97 
DC-570-98 

DC-570-99 
DC-570-100 
DC-570-101 
DC-570-102 
DC-570-103 
DC-570-104 

DC-570-105 

DC-570-106 
DC-570-107 
DC-570-108 
DC-570-109 
DC-570-110 

DC-570-111 

DC-570-112 
DC-570-113 

DC-570-114 
DC-570-115 
DC-570-116 
DC-570-117 

DC-570-118 

DC-570-119 

DC-570-120 
DC-570-121 

DC-570-122 

DC-570-123 
DC-570-124 

City Post Office 
HABS No. DC- 570 (Page 4) 
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Looking southwest, main lobby south wall 
Looking west from lobby north wall, view of lock box 
island 
Looking west, lock boxes from lobby south wall 
Looking southeast from southwest entrance lobby, main 
lobby 
Looking east from southwest entrance lobby, main 
lobby lock boxes 
Looking east, southwest vestibule 
Looking east, southwest foyer 
Looking west from southwest foyer, Harriet Tubman 
Philatelic center 
Looking northwest, Harriet Tubman Philatelic Center 
Looking up, west entrance lobby ceiling 
Looking south from southwest entrance lobby 
Looking south, southwest entrance lobby 
Looking southeast from west end of main lobby 
Looking east, detail of capitals in southwest 
entrance lobby 
Looking north from southwest foyer, southwest 
entrance lobby 
Looking southeast, southwest service lobby 
Looking southwest, southwest service lobby 
Looking south, southwest service lobby 
Looking north, southwest service lobby 
Looking southeast, east wall of southwest entrance 
lobby 
Looking northwest, west wall of southwest entrance 
lobby 
Looking southwest, southwest entrance lobby 
Looking west from southwest entrance lobby, west 
elevator hall 
Looking south, west grand stairway 
Detail, west grand stairway railing 
Looking northwest, west elevator hall 
Looking northeast, west elevator hall - elevator 
doors 
Looking northeast, conference room/Assistant Post 
Master's Office 
Looking south, conference room/Assistant Post 
Master's office 
Looking northwest, Post Master's office corridor 
Looking northwest, Secretary/Assistant Post Master's 
off ice 
Looking southeast, Secretary/Assistant Post Master's 
off ice 
Looking southwest, Post Master's office (west wall) 
Looking northeast, Post Master's office (north and 
east walls) 
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DC-570-125 
DC-570-126 

DC-570-127 

DC-570-128 
DC-570-129 
DC-570-130 
DC-570-131 

DC-570-132 
DC-570-133 
DC-570-134 
DC-570-135 

DC-570-136 

DC-570-137 

DC-570-138 

DC-570-139 

DC-570-140 
DC-570-141 
DC-570-142 
DC-570-143 
DC-570-144 

DC-570-145 

DC-570-146 
DC-570-147 
DC-570-148 
DC-570-149 
DC-570-150 

City Post Office 
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Looking southwest, Post Master's office (south wall) 
Mezzanine level, looking northeast, staircase to 
first floor Post Master's offices 
Mezzanine level, looking north (windows and 
railing) 
Mezzanine level, looking east 
Looking northwest, mail order and classification area 
Looking east, mail order and classification area 
Looking northeast, mail order and classification 
south vault (door open) 
Looking east, mail order and classification vaults 
Looking west, escalator to ground floor 
Looking east, skylight truss system 
Looking southeast from central elevator core, oblique 
view of work space 
Looking southwest from central elevator core, oblique 
view of work space 
Looking northeast from central elevator core, oblique 
view of work space 
Looking northwest from central elevator core, oblique 
view of work space 
Looking north, central elevator core (#17 open and 
#18 & #19 closed) 
Looking northwest, west wall of work space 
Looking northwest, majl chute on north wall 
Looking north, conveyor belts along north wall 
Looking northeast, north central mail elevators 
Looking east, bridge between Union Station and City 
Post Office, from the City Post Office 
Looking northwest, bridge between Union Station and 
City Post Office, from Union Station 
Looking south from work space, back of lock boxes 
Looking southwest from work space, COD windows 
Looking southeast from work space, back of main lobby 
Looking east, northeast men's bathroom 
Looking east, northeast garage and mail elevators 

SECOND FLOOR 

DC-570-151 
DC-570-152 
DC-570-153 
DC-570-154 
DC-570-155 
DC-570-156 
DC-570-157 
DC-570-158 

Looking northwest, east grand stairway 
Looking southeast, southeast elevator hall 
Looking east, 1914 Diebold vault door, open 
Looking east, 1914 Diebold vault door, closed 
Looking north, 1914 Diebold vault (less ornate) 
Fan Room, detail of ceiling 
Looking west, general view of offices 
Looking southwest, southwest elevator hall 
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DC-570-159 
DC-570-160 

DC-570-161 

DC-570-162 

THIRD FLOOR 

DC-570-163 
DC-570-164 
DC-570-165 
DC-570-166 
DC-570-167 

DC-570-168 
DC-570-169 

DC-570-170 

City Post Office 
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Looking southeast, west grand stairway 
Looking south, typical office in west portion of 
building 
Looking north, stairway to lookout gallery in north 
work space 
Looking southeast, typical Office in east portion of 
building 

Looking northeast, east grand stairway 
Looking southwest, west grand stairway 
Looking west, southwest elevator hall 
Looking southwest, former Medical Unit 
Looking north down west corridor between original 
building and addition 
Looking east, former Records section 
Looking northeast, former Personnel 
Secretary/Cafeteria 
Looking southwest, former Claims inquiry/kitchen 

FOURTH FLOOR 

DC-570-171 Looking southeast, truck elevator machinery 

DC-570-172 
DC-570-173 
DC-570-174 

DC-57 0-175 

DC-570-176 

DC-570-177 

Looking west, sawtooth clerestories 
Looking south, sawtooth clerestories 
Looking northwest, sawtooth clerestories and light 
court walls 
Looking southwest from roof of union Station 
Garage 
Detail, looking southwest from roof of Union 
Station Garage 
Looking south from roof of Union station Garage 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN-WITH EXTERIOR PHOTOGRAPH NOTATIONS 
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MEZZANINE LEVEL (above the Post Master's Office) 
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