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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE HABS DC-872
Bounded by Fourteenth, Fifteenth, and E streets and Constitution

Avenue

Washington

District of Columbia

These photographs were taken as part of a HABS study of Federal Triangle that resulted in the
book, A Quest for Grandeur, by Sally Kress Tompkins and Jack Boucher of HABS.
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Jack E. Boucher, photographer, 1993

DC-872-1 Perspective view of the Fifteenth Street facade; this facade
stretches almost three city blocks but is partially masked by trees
and relieved by four pedimented pavilions. At the time of its
construction, this was the largest office building in the world.

DC-872-2 Close view of one of the pedimented pavilions on Fifteenth
Street; the sculpture by James E. Fraser entitled "Mining" is set
into the pediment

DC-872-3 Detail view on one of the pedimented pavilions on Fifteenth
Street, James E. Fraser's sculpture depicts the work of fisherman

DC-872-4 Perspective view of the south elevation; this facade faces
Constitution Avenue and is nineteen bays long with twelve
single columns and two sets of paired columns

DC-872-5 Perspective view

DC-872-6 Close view along the Fourteenth Street facade; the exterior wall
of the building is recessed several feet behind the colonnade of
twenty-four Doric columns
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Detail view of the Fifteenth Street facade to show the entrance;
above the doorway is inscribed a quote attributed to George
Washington

Elevation view of one of the doorways on the Constitution
Avenue side of the building; the door is flanked by monumental
neoclassical urns carved from granite

Detail view to show the bronze gates hanging in the driveway
portals; the open grille is foliated and crowned with patriotic
cagle emblems

Detail view of the bronze gates, lit from behind by the sun
Interior view, main entry lobby on Fourteenth Street

Interior view, detail to show the gold painted and glazed ceiling
of the main entry lobby on Fourteenth Street; bronze chandeliers
hang from this ceiling

Interior view, detail to show the ornate bronze doors to the
entrance lobby elevators

Interior view, office of the Secretary of Commerce
Interior view, law library (formerly Old Patent Office Library)

Interior view, law library closer view to show painted details on
the groin vaults

Interior view, east to west corridor from the Fourteenth Street
lobby to the Fifteenth Street side of the building (168’ in length)

Detail view to show richness of materials such as the Fourteenth
Street vestibule with its gilded groin-vaulted ceiling

View looking into one of the six courtyards in the Commerce
Department building

Detail view of keystone sculpted head in the arched passage to
the lobby vestibule

Close view of the attic story of the Commerce Department
building to show the decorative owls, eagles, fruit swags and
ribbon festoons
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Detail view of the decorative cornice

View looking from the Ariel Rios Federal Building across the
great plaza to the Fourteenth Street facade

Closer view
Perspective view

Detail view to show one of the limestone relief panels depicting
one of the agencies of the Commerce Department, here the
Lighthouse Service
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DC-872-29 (CT)

Interior view, office of the Secretary of Commerce (duplicate of
HABS No. DC-872-14)

View looking from the Ariel Rios Federal Building across the
great plaza to the Fourteenth Street facade (duplicate of HABS
No. DC-872-23)

Perspective view (duplicate of HABS No. DC-872-25)



