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. FORT MATANSAS
Eighteen Miles South of St. %ugustlne
St. Johns County
Florida

Owner: Not given.

Date of Erectioni About 1743.

Architeet and Builder: Kot given.

Present Condition: Fair.

Number of Stories: Two.

Materials of Construction: Coquina.

Qtber Existing Records: See text.

Additional Deta: See following ?ages.'
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Fort Matanzas)aboﬂ1?4sjs on Matanzas inlet in

~8t. Johns County, aboutIIB miles south of &t. Augustine,
'  Florida. Buiit by the Spaniérds,of Coquina rock, for
.,J_thé;purpoae of preventing the English from attacking

:~S£;'Augustine'fr6m the south. BSource: Letter of Don
-”: gntonio Arredondo, l?43, entitled "Suggestions in

. fégard to Fdrtifying St. Auguétine,“ Brooks Transcripts,

Cbllection 5,”£équisitian ﬁof.134, Livrary of Congress.

Decayed and crumbling, old Fort Matanzas, 18

miles south of St. Augustine on the Atlantic Coast, still

bears mute evidence of that historic period when the

Spaniard struggled bitterly to defend ¥lorida against
the invader. During those turbulent times, Governor

- Oglethorpe of Georgia, and other militant Znglish colonists,

were & constant menace to the Spaniards, and it was
Cprimarily to repe1 their attack that Fort Hatanzas was
erected by the Spanish governor, ionteano. In 1739 war

was declared between England and Spain, and subsequehtly

in 1740 Oglethorp unsuccessfully laid siege to St.
- Augustine.
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Fort Matanzas (Fort Matanzas National Monument)
Rattlesnake Island

15 Miles South of St. Augustine (Current Information)
St. Johns County

Florida

Addendum to

Fort Matanzas

18 Miles South of St. Augustine (Originally recorded)
St. Johns County

Florida
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Historic American Buildings Survey
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240
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STORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME) HABS NO.

Fort Matanzas (National Register) .FL—I5w5

CONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE

Tort Matanzas National Monument

WMPLETE A.DDR-L.SS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES)
' %gtﬁl?ggaggu%ﬁlagdgt Augustine

\TE OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE SOURCE) ARCHITECT(S) (INCLUDE SOURCE)
1737-1742

[GNIFI C.—\NCE (:\RCHI TECTURAL AND HMISTORICAL, INCLUDE CRIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE)
Fort Matanzas was originallyv established in 15365, and served as the site of the final
struggles between Spain and France for domination of Southeast. The present fort was
built in 1737-42, to reinforce the garrisecn against attacks by Oglethorpe 0f Georgia.

IYLE (IF APPROPRIATE) -

ATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS)

Nuarried coquina blocks

‘i) AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETGHED FLOGR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)

XTERICR FEATURES OF NCTE

NTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRIBE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED)

AJOR ALTERATICONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES
Abandoned in 1819

Restored 1970

'RESENT CCANDITION AND USE

Naticnal Park: histordic site
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