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Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad: 
Roundhouse and Locomotive Shops 
Broadway and Spring Streets 
Aurora, Illinois 
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HAER No. IL-8 

Photographers: J Ceronie and Hans Muessig, 
Dennett, Muessig, Ryan & Associates 
Iowa City, Iowa 

IL-8-1 

IL-8-2 

IL-8-3 

IL-8-4 

IL-8-5 

IL-8-6 

IL-8-7 

IL-8-8 

J Ceronie, photographer 
ROUNDHOUSE AND SHOPS FROM THE CHICAGO, BURLINGTON AND 
QUINCY RAILROAD MAINLINE, FACING NORTHEAST 

Hans Muessig, photographer 
ROUNDHOUSE AND SHOPS, FROM THE CHICAGO, BURLINGTON AND 
QUINCY RAILROAD MAINLINE, FACING SOUTHEAST 

Hans Muessig, photographer 
ROUNDHOUSE AND SHOPS, FACING SOUTH 

J Ceronie, photographer 
ROUND HOUSE SHOWING ROOF ARRANGEMENT,   FACING WEST 

J Ceronie, photographer 
ROUNDHOUSE AND SHOP COMPLEX, SHOWNG ROOF ARRANGEMENT, 
FACING NORTHWEST 

Hans Muessig, photographer 
NORTH ELEVATION, TOOL ROOM, WHEEL BAY, AND BLACKSMITH SHOP 

Hans Muessig, photographer 
WHEEL BAY, EAST ELEVATION 

Hans Muessig, photographer 
BOILER ROOM AND TOOL ROOM, EAST ELEVATIONS 
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IL-8-09    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOPS C AND A, EAST ELEVATIONS 

IL-8-10    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE, FACING WEST 

IL-8-11    Hans Muessig, photographer, 
ROUNDHOUSE (1866 AND 1356 PORTIONS), EXTERIOR ELEVATION FACING 
NORTH 

IL-8-12    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1859 AND 1866 PORTIONS), EXTERIOR ELEVATION FACING 
NORTH NORTHEAST 

IL-8-I3    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1859 AND 1866 PORTIONS), EXTERIOR ELEVATION FACING 
NORTHEAST 

IL-8-14    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOPS A AND B, AND ROUNDHOUSE (1856 AND 1859 PORTIONS), 
FACING SOUTHEAST 

IL-8-15    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
BLACKSMITH SHOP, ROD SHOP, AND MACHINE SHOPS A AND B, FACING 
NORTHEAST 

IL-8-16    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOPS A AND B, WEST ELEVATION 

IL-8-17    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
BLACKSMITH SHOP AND ROD SHOP, WEST ELEVATIONS 

11-8-13    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE, GENERAL VIEW OF INNER COURT 

IL-8-19    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1856 PORTION), ELEVATION OF DOORWAYS OPENING ON INNER 
COURT 

IL-8-20    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1856 AND 1859 PORTIONS), GENERAL VIEW SHOWING COLUMNS 
AND ROOFLINE 

IL-8-21    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1856 PORTION), DOORWAY DETAIL 

IL-8-22    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1866 PORTION), DETAIL OF DOORWAY AND COLUMN OPENING ON 

INNER COURT 

(coneinues) 
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IL-8-23    J Ceronie, photographer. 
DETAIL OF ONLY REMAINING DECORATIVE CASTING ON DOORWAYS INTO THE 
ROUNDHOUSE 

IL-8-24    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE, DETAIL OF OIL BUNKER LOCATED IN INNER COURT BETWEEN 
STALLS 10 AND 11 

IL-8-25    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1856 PORTION), PARTITION WALL THAT ONCE WAS THE 
EXTERIOR END WALL TO THE INCOMPLETE ROUNDHOUSE, FACING WEST 

IL-8-26    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1866 PORTION), GENERAL INTERIOR VIEW FACING EAST 

IL-8-27    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1356 PORTION), GENERAL INTERIOR VIEW FACING WEST 

IL-8-28    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1856 PORTION), ROOF TRUSS AND OVERHEAD TRAVELING CRANE 
WAYS 

IL-8-29    J Ceronie, photographer, 
ROUNDHOUSE (1356 PORTION), ELEVATION OF ONE ROOF TRUSS 

IL-8-30    J Ceronie, photographer, 
ROUNDHOUSE (1866 PORTION), INTERIOR DETAIL ELEVATION OF LOCOMOTIVE 
DOORWAYS AT STALLS 40 AND 1 

IL-8-31    Hans Huessig, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1866), EXTERIOR LOCOMOTIVE DOORWAY DETAIL, STALL 40 

IL-8-32    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1359), EXTERIOR WINDOW DETAIL, STALL 10 

IL-8-33    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
ROUNDHOUSE (1866), EXTERIOR WINDOW DETAIL, STALL 6 

IL-8-34    J Ceronie, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP A, GENERAL INTERIOR VIEW FACING WEST 

IL-8-35    J Ceronie, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP A, GENERAL INTERIOR VIEW FACING EAST 

IL-8-36    J Ceronie, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP A, DETAIL OF SOUTH (EXTERIOR) ELEVATION SHOWING THREE 
LOCOMOTIVE DOORWAYS 

IL-S-37    J Ceronie, photographer. 
DETAIL OF DOORWAY, KEYSTONE AND WINDOWS OF MACHINE SHOP A, LOOKING 
EAST 

(continues) 
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IL-8-38    J Ceronie, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP A, DETAIL OF DOORWAY AND WINDOWS ON EAST ELEVATION 

IL-8-39    J Ceronie, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP A, LOCOMOTIVE DOOR DETAIL ON SOUTH ELEVATION 

IL-8-40    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP A, EXTERIOR DETAIL OF WINDOW ON SOUTH ELEVATION 

IL-8-41    J Ceronie, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP A, INTERIOR DETAIL Or NORTH WALL SHOWING LARGE 
DOORWAY, ELECTRICAL SWITCH BOXES, AND LOCOMOTIVE DOORWAY TO 
CORRIDOR AND WHEEL BAY 

IL-8-42    J Ceronie, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP A, INTERIOR DETAIL OF LOCOMOTIVE DOORWAY LEADING TO 
CORRIDOR AND WHEEL BAY 

IL-8-43    J Ceronie, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP A, INTERIOR ELEVATION OF LOCOMOTIVE DOORWAY FACING 
ROUNDHOUSE, SHOWING DOORWAY TO ROUNDHOUSE AT STALL 23 

IL-8-44    J Ceronie , photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP A, INTERIOR DETAIL OF EAST WALL 

IL-8-45    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP A, ROOF TRUSS DETAIL 

IL-8-46    J Ceronie, photographer. 
BOILER ROOM, INTERIOR VIEW SHOWING SOUTH WALL COMMON WITH MACHINE 
SHOP A AND THE ADDITIONAL BAY TO THE EAST (LEFT) 

IL-8-47    J Ceronie, photographer. 
WALL BETWEEN MACHINE SHOP A AND BOILER ROOM, OTHER SIDE SHOWN IN 
PHOTO 46 

IL-8-43    J Ceronie, photographer. 
WALL BETWEEN BOILER ROOM AND TOOL ROOM.  NOTE ORIGINAL ARCH DOOR 
CLOSED UP 

IL-8-49    J Ceronie, photographer. 
BOILER ROOM, WEST ELEVATION SHOWING GABLE END AND LATER OPENING 
INTO CORRIDOR AND WHEEL BAY 

IL-8-50    J Ceronie, photographer, 
BOILER ROOM, DETAIL OF WEST (EXTERIOR) WALL 

IL-8-51    J Ceronie, photographer. 
BOILER ROOM, DETAIL OF EAST ELEVATION 

(continues) 
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IL-8-52    J Ceronie, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP B, GENERAL INTERIOR VIEW FACING WEST 

IL-3-53    J Ceronie, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP B, INTERIOR FACING EAST SHOWING MACHINE SHOP C 

IL-8-54    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP B, ROOF TRUSS DETAIL 

IL-8-55    J Ceronie, photographer. 
MACHINE SHOP C, CAST IRON COLUMN AND TRUSS DETAIL, FACING 
SOUTHEAST 

IL-8-56    J Ceronie, photographer, 
BLACKSMITH SHOP, LOOKING TOWARDS NORTH END 

IL-8-57    J Ceronie, photographer. 
BLACKSMITH SHOP, INTERIOR ELEVATION OF EAST WALL 

IL-8-58    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
BLACKSMITH SHOP, ROOF TRUSS DETAIL 

IL-8-59    J Ceronie, photographer. 
BLACKSMITH SHOP, TRUSS AND BRACE FOR CRANE 

IL-8-60    J Ceronie, photographer. 
BLACKSMITH SHOP, DOORWAY BETWEEN BLACKSMITH SHOP AND ROD SHOP 

IL-8-61    Hans Muessig, photographer, 
BLACKSMITH SHOP, EAST ELEVATION WINDOW DETAIL 

IL-8-62    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROD SHOP, INTERIOR FACING SOUTH 

IL-8-63    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
ROD SHOP, EAST ELEVATION DOORWAY DETAIL 

IL-8-64    Hans Muessig, photographer. 
ROD SHOP, EAST ELEVATION WINDOW DETAIL 

IL-8-65    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROD SHOP, OVERHEAD CRANE, NORTHWEST CORNER OF ROOM 

IL-8-66    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROD SHOP, ROOF AND TRUSS DETAIL SHOWING OLDER FINK ROOF TRUSS, 
NEWER PRATT TRUSS, AND LONGITUDINAL TRUSS FOR OVERHEAD TRAVELING 
CRANE 

(continues) 



C.   B.   &   Q.   R.R,   Roundhouse   and   Locomot ive   Shops 
HAER-IL-3 

page  6 

IL-8-67    J Ceronie, photographer. 
ROD SHOP, TRUSS DETAIL SHOWING STRUCTURAL SYSTEM FOR OVERHEAD 
TRAVELING CRANE 

IL-8-68    J Ceronie, photographer, 
CORRIDOR AND WHEEL BAY, FACING SOUTH 

IL-8-69    J Ceronie, photographer. 
CORRIDOR AND WHEEL BAY, FACING NORTH 

IL-8-70    J Ceronie, photographer, 
LOOKING FROM BOILER ROOM WEST TOWARDS CORRIDOR AND ROD SHOP 

IL-8-71    J Ceronie, photographer. 
CORRIDOR AND WHEEL BAY, ROOF TRUSS DETAIL, FACING NORTH 

IL-8-72    J Ceronie, photographer. 
TOOL ROOM, GENERAL INTERIOR VIEW FACING SOUTH 

IL-8-73    J Ceronie, photographer. 
TOOL ROOM, DETAIL OF WEST WALL SHOWING ELECTRICAL SWITCHING BOXES 
AMD DERRICK 

IL-8-74    J Ceronie, photographer. 
TOOL ROOM, DETAIL OF ROOF TRUSSES 

IL-8-75    J Ceronie, photographer. 
WHEEL BAY, FACING NORTH 

IL-8-76    J Ceronie, photographer. 
BLACKSMITH SHOP, ELEVATION OF EAST WALL FACING WHEEL BAY 

IL-8-77    Original in the possession of the Aurora Historical Society. 
"CHICAGO, BURLINGTON, & QUINCY R.R. CAR WORKS AURORA, ILL." 
PHOTOCOPY OF AN UNDATED LITHOGRAPH BASED ON AN AMBROTYPE BY D. C. 
PRATT, C. 1857 

IL-8-78    Original in Che possession of the Aurora Historical Society. 
"SPRING AND LINCOLN LOOKING NORTHWEST TO SHOPS"..."FREIGHT HOUSE 
AND WOOD SHANTES FOREGROUND"  (ROUNDHOUSE VISIBLE IN NEAR DISTANCE 
IS THE SECOND ROUNDHOUSE BUILT AT AURORA, 1868 - 1872) PHOTOGRAPH 
TAKEN BETWEEN 1874 AND 1878 

IL-8-79    Original in the possession of the Aurora Historical Society. 
FIRST ROUNDHOUSE AND SHOPS. PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN BETWEEN 1874 AND 
1878, AT THE SAME TIME AS IL-8-78.  LOOKING NORTH 

IL-8-80    Original in the possession of the Aurora Historical Society. 
PAINT SHOP, COACH SHOP, CAR SHOP, AND BLACKSMITH SHOP (ALL CAR 
DEPARTMENT), ALL NORTH OF THE ROUNDHOUSE AND LOCOMOTIVE SHOPS. 
PHOTOGRAPHED BETWEEN 1880 AND 1888 

(continues) 
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IL-8-81    Original in the possession of the Aurora Historical Society. 
ROUNDHOUSE, STALLS 18-23, SHOP CREW AND TWO LOCOMOTIVES. 
PHOTOGRAPHED POSSIBLY BETWEEN 1873 AND 1885 

IL-8-82    Original in the possession of the Aurora Historical Society. 
LOOKING NORTH ALONG EAST SIDE OF ROUNDHOUSE AND SHOPS, 
"SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE AT LEFT", TAKEN FROM THE WATER TOWERS 
ALONG BROADWAY.  LOCOMOTIVE BLACKSMITH SHOP IN RIGHT CENTER 
DISTANCE WITH CAR DEPARTMENT SHOPS' BEYOND, MOST LIKELY TAKEN IN 
1398 

IL-8-83    Original in the possession of the Aurora Historical Society. 
CAR DEPARTMENT, WOODWORKING MILL LOCATED ON FIRST FLOOR OF LARGER 
BUILDING, TELEGRAPH, CABINET AND PATTERN SHOPS ON SECOND FLOOR, 
POWER PLANT IS SMALLER STRUCTURE, PHOTOGRAPH DATED 1898 

IL-8-84    Original in the possession of the Aurora Historical Society. 
"NIGHT GANG—LARGE FURNACE 1903... LOCOMOTIVE BLACKSMITH SHOP". 
TAKEN FROM THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE BUILDING, THE ANVIL OF THIS 
FORGE IS STILL VISIBLE 

IL-8-85    Original in the possession of the Aurora Historical Society. 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH OF THE SOUTH HALF OF THE C. B. & Q. R.R. SHOPS, 
1955, SHOWING THE FIRST ROUNDHOUSE AND BACKSHOPS 

IL-8-86    Original in the possession of the Aurora Historical Society. 
WHEEL BAY AND CORRIDOR, FACING SOUTH, MARCH 1974 

IL-8-87    Original located at the Newberry Library, Chicago, Illinois. 
C. B. & Q. Archives, 33 1870 8.13.  Map accompanies a series of 
letters regarding modifications to the Aurora Shops written during 
the later portion of 1878. 
"AURORA SHOPS  SCALE 50' = 1"  Negative 1 of 4 (South end of shops) 

IL-8-88    Original located at the Newberry Library, Chicago, Illinois. 
C. B. & Q. Archives, 33 1870 8.13.  Map accompanies a series of 
letters regarding modifications to the Aurora Shops written during 
the later portion of 1378. 
"AURORA SHOPS  SCALE 50' = 1"  Negative 2 of 4 (Center of shops) 

IL-8-89    Original located at the Newberry Library, Chicago, Illinois. 
C. B. & Q. Archives, 33 1870 8.13.  Map accompanies a series of 
letters regarding modifications to the Aurora Shops written during 
the later portion of 1878. 
"AURORA SHOPS  SCALE 50' - 1"  Negative 3 of 4 (Center of shops) 

IL-8-90    Original located at the Newberry Library, Chicago, Illinois. 
C. B. & Q. Archives, 33 1870 8.13.  Map accompanies a series of 
letters regarding modifications to the Aurora Shops written during 
the later portion of 1878. 
"AURORA SHOPS  SCALE 50' = 1"  Negative 4 of 4 (North end of shops) 

(continues) 
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IL-8-91      PHOTOCOPY of floor plan of  the    C. B.  & Q.  R.R.  Roundhouse and 
Locoirotive Shops.    June 1S80.    Murphy Engineering  Incorporated, 

IL-8-92      PHOTOCOPY of E,    -, West, North and South elevations of  the 
C.  B.   & Q.  R.R.  Roundhouse and Loccrrotive Shops.    June l'J80. 
Murphy Engineerig Incorporated. 

IL-8-93      PHOTOCOPY of longitudinal,   cross sections and roof plan of the 
C. E.  & Q.  R.R.  Roundhouse and Locomotive Shops.    June  1980, 
Murphy Engineering Incorporated. 
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Photographer; Jack Boucher, December 1977 

IL-8-94 West (rear) facade of the roundhouse, from the northwest. 

IL-8-95 West facade of roundhouse from the southwest. 

IL-8-96 General view of the roundhouse from the north. 

IL-8-97 Front {turntable side) of the roundhouse, from the east. 

IL-8-98 Detail of the turntable side of the roundhouse. 

IL-8-99 Detail of the north side of the roundhouse. 

IL-8-100 Detail of the northwest portion of the roundhouse. 

IL-8-101    Detail showing the joining of the roundhouse and the shop, from 
the southwest. 

IL-8-102    General view of the west (rear) side of the shops, from the 
northwest. 

IL-8-103    View of the west side of the shops, from the west. 

IL-8-104    West (rear) side of the shops. A portion of the roundhouse is 
visible on the left. 

IL-8-105    General view showing the west (rear) side of the shops with the 
roundhouse on the left, from the southwest. 

IL-8-106    Detail of the west facade of the shops, adjacent to the 
roundhouse, from the west. 

IL-8-107 Central area of the west facade of the shops, from the west, 

IL08-108 View of the southern portion of the shops, from the west. 

IL-8-109 View of the south end of the shops, from the west. 

IL-8-110 Detail showing the shop entrance on the west facade. 

IL-8-111    Detail of the east facade of the shops, adjacent to the 
roundhouse. 

IL-8-112    Detail showing the south end of the shops, from the southeast. 

IL-8-113    Detail of the east side of the roundhouse showing a locomotive 
entrance. 
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IL-8-114    Detail showing locomotive entrances on the east side of the 
roundhouse. 

IL-8-115    Locomotive entrance on the east side of the roundhouse. 

IL-8-116    View along the east side of the roundhouse showing locomotive 
entrances, from the southwast. 

IL-8-117    Detail showing sealed locomotive entrance to the roundhouse. 

IL-8-118    Detail showing demolished wall section of the shops. 

IL-8-119    Detail showing collapsed end wall to shops. 

IL-8-120    General view of the interior of one of the shops, possibly the 
Erecting Shop. 

IL-8-121 Detail showing a shop interior. 

IL-8-122 Interior view of one of the shops. 

IL-8-123 General view of a shop interior. 

IL-8-124 Detail showing arched separating wall between shops. 

IL-8-125 General view of roundhouse interior. 

IL-8-126 Detail showing an overhead travelling crane in the roundhouse. 

IL-8-127 Detail of roof truss system of shop. 

IL-8-128 Detail showing the roof truss system in the shops. 

IL-8-129 Detail showing roof truss system in shops. 

IL-8-120    Interior view showing ceiling truss system of the shops, from 
the north. 

IL-8-131    Detail showing roof truss system in one of the shops, from the 
north. 
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IL-8-1 through IL-8-131 were transmitted to the Library of Congress. 

INDEX TO COLOR TRANSPARENCIES 

All color xeroxes were made from a duplicate color transparency. 

Jack Boucher, Photographer, September 1981 

IL-8-132 (CT} WEST (REAR) FACADE OF THE ROUNDHOUSE, FROM THE NORTHWEST 


