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Present Owne r: 

Present Occupant 

Present Use: 

Significance: 

506 Mulberry Street, Madison, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

USGS Madison East Quadrangle, Universal Transverse Mercator 
Coordinates: 16.640940.4288700. 

Wardens and Vestrymen of Christ Episcopal Church. 

Congregation of Christ Episcopal Church. 

Church. 

The Christ Episcopal Church of Madison was begun in 1848 
and completed to the designs of architect William Russell 
West in 1850. Featured on the interior are exposed wooden 
scissor trusses and brilliant stained-glass windows within 
lancet arches. 

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A.   Physical History 

Dates of erection: 1848-50.  The cornerstone for Christ 
Episcopal Church was laid on October 31, 1848, and on November 
30, 1848, the Building Committee, appointed by the Church 
Vestry, presented "a plan and specifications for a church 
edifice furnished by Mr. West."  The sanctuary was consecrated 
on February 7, 1850. 

Architect: According to Church recorrds and the Madison Daily 
Courier of February 9, 1850, the architect was William Russell 
West. West was one of several architects who participated 
(1848-1854) in the design of the Ohio State Capitol at Columbus 
(1846-1860).  His "Villa in the Norman Style" appeared as Design 
XXI in A. J. Downing's The Architecture of County Houses (1850). 

Original and subsequent owners: The Christ Episcopal Church is 
located on Parcel 30, part of lots 23 and 28 on the original 
plat (old Town) of the City of Madison, Indiana.  The following 
deed reference may br located in the Recorder's Office, 
Jefferson County Courthouse, Madison, Indiana: 

1848     Warranty Deed, dated February 6, 1850; recorded in 
Deed Book 6, Page 133, on April 13, 1850. 

George W. and Charlotte Leonard sold the lots to the 
Warden and Vestrymen of Christ Episcopal Church for 
consideration of $1 and natural love and veneration 
for the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
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4. Builders, contractors, suppliers: THe superintendent of 
construction was Matthew Temperley, named in the minutes of the 
Vestry meeting of February 12, 184 9.  The contract for stonework 
was awarded to Mr. Benneman while the brickwork was carried out 
by Mr. Hinds, who later worked with David Dubach and George S. 
Kyle on the construction of the Jefferson County Courthouse. 

The Church1s iron fence was made by Mr. Torrence at a cost of 
$2.75 per foot.  The Henry Hannon Company of Pittsburgh supplied 
all of the stained-glass windows for $214.76, except the lancet 
windows at the east end of the apse which were made by I.C. and 
D. S. Miller Company of Cincinnati for $197.50.  The original 
organ was manufactured by Mathias Schwab of Cincinnati and cost 
$850. 

5. Original plans and construction: Without an official sanctuary 
after 1841, a "committee of Enquiry" was appointed on May 9, 
1848, "to procure some plans of Church buildings." The Church 
vestry decided to look at St. John's Church in Louisville, 
Kentucky, and "see Mr. Storewalt, the Architect, and confer with 
him and if it is deemed advisable to get him to prepare a plan 
with complete specifications for a church similar to the said 
St. John's Church in the Gothic style at a supposed cost of 
three to four thousand dollars...." The committee may have 
contacted Storewalt, but no agreement was reached with him. 

Other architects were invited to send information, and Richard 
Upjohn of New York wrote "stating his willingness to draw a plan 
and specifications...stating his terms as five percent of the 
value of the building...." At the same meeting on August 23, 
1848, another letter was read from "Mr. West, the Architect, 
stating his willingness to come down from Cincinnati and after 
viewing the ground he would draw a plan and specifications for 
about thirty dollars." Within the next two weeks West visited 
Madison and "examined the ground upon which it is proposed to 
erect a church edifice and that Mr. West has...prepared a design 
and drawing for a Church Edifice according ample accommodation 
for four hundred persons exclusive of seats in the gallery. Mr. 
West feels confident that the building can be erected for less 
than $5,000." 

West's plan, submitted to the Vestry on September 11, 1848, 
called for an east-west nave with north-south transept arms.  On 
September 27, 1848, the Vestry reported that bids to execute 
West's proposal exceeded the estimate by two to three thousand 
dollars. 

• 
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The Vestry then requested that the congregation adopt 

a plan similar to that of St. John's, Louisville and the 
Building Committee would respectfully recommend the 
adoption of that plan with the addition of one foot width 
if the addition will not materially increase the cost — 
the extension of the Gallery across the building, a 
plastered ceiling finished with a Gothic arch (if upon 
motion consideration of it shall be decided that a 
plastered ceiling is preferable to an open timber roof) and 
also much change in the foundation as may be necessary to 
introduce under the building for heating the same. An 
alteration in the tower is also recommended so as to 
improve the conspicuous part of the building. 

Bids submitted to construct the plans of a Mr. Otis also were 
unfavorable, and a new search for an architect was begun. 

On September 28, 1848, George and Charlotte Leonard announced 
the gift of the present church site on Mulberry Street. This 
gift has been commemorated by five permanent pews. 

West either complied with the Vestry to draw a plan similar to 
St. John's or substantially revised his first plan.  Although 
the plans for the Church were not approved formally until 
November 30, 1848, the cornerstone was laid on October 31, 
184 8. On February 12, 184 9, the Building Committee reported 
"that a contract had been made with Mr. Temperley to superintend 
the whole work and that contracts also had been made with Mr. 
Hinds to do the brickwork and with Benneman to do the stonework 
and the principal part of the lumber had been purchased in 
Cincinnati and had been brought down by the Wisconsin free of 
charge (by Captain Wright)." The cost was estimated at $7,500. 

The Church ordered a "Church organ, not to cost exceeding eight 
hundred and fifty dollars" from Mathias Schwab.  By January, 
1850, "The new Church Edifice on Mulberry Street is now nearly 
completed with the exception of the east triplet window," and 
was consecrated on February 7, 1850.  The Henry Hannon Company 
of Pittsburgh had supplied all of the windows for the church, 
and when the glass for the east end of the apse arrived, it was 
discovered that "the price charged (is) far above that of their 
contract, and the work mainly being also inferior (and) the 
style and colors different from the other." The Church Vestry 
agreed to pay $214.76 for all the windows, except those on the 
east.  Istead, I.C. and D.S. Miller of Cincinnati provided the 
triple arch windows for $160. 
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The Church purchased crimson Damask moreen to line and cushion 
the pews, and also engaged "Mr. Torrence of this City...to make 
the iron fence according to the design furnished by our 
architect, Mr. West" for $2.75 per foot, including all hardware 
except locks. 

Complete but for a bell, Messrs. Meenley and Sons of Troy, New 
York, a nationally recognized foundry, were contacted in March, 
1853. The Vestry appointed a second Committee on April 14, 
1854, to write to J. M. Moore, a former member of the Madison 
Church, to "purchase a bell of Messrs. Meenley and Sons;" the 
bell's installation, however, is not documented. 

6.  Additions and alterations: The Christ Episcopal Church is 
altered little from its original appearance. Most alterations 
were noted in the Minutes of the Vestry, while information about 
later additions were obtained from the notes of Rosella Adams. 

Soon after construction, the Treasurer of the Vestry was ordered 
to purchase one dozen Phosgene Gas Lamps to help light the 
Church during the Convention.  In November, 1850, the Vestry 
appointed a committee to "ascertain the cost of introducing the 
gas into the gallery." 

A Sunday School building was added to the property in 1852, 
following plans furnished by H.J. Robbins. Mr. A. Bernard, 
builder, was paid $85 and Benneman and Orrill laid the stone 
foundations for $18.75. 

A furnace for the Church was installed by Mr. Lotezer of 
Cincinnati at a cost of about $180 and recorded in the Minutes 
of August 13, 1863. 

A choir loft, replacing the original, was completed on March 4, 
1898.  The bell in the bell tower cracked on Easter Sunday in 
1903; a new one was authorized on August 7, 1903, and recast in 
December. 

The most dramatic improvements in Christ Episcopal Church were 
the installation of a central aisle, the enlargement of the 
choir loft, and the introduction of electricity, all approved on 
December 4, 1903. 

In September, 1905, a carillon of fifteen tubular bells, a gift 
of Arthur Orr of Chicago and made by Walter H. Durfee & Co. of 
Providence, Rhode Island, was installed in the bell tower. 

• 
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B. Historical Context: 

Those interested in forming an Episcopal Church in Madison met at the 
public school house on the corner of Second and Jefferson Streets on 
June 10, 1835, and again on July 15 to elect trustees.  By 1837, the 
small but thriving congregation decided to build a church. Matthew 
Temperley, a congregant, was asked to prepare a plan which he 
submitted on July 18, 1837. Temperley's plan called for a small 
frame church to cost about $1,500.  The plans were approved, but the 
Church asked for a second design on January 31, 1838.  This plan was 
adopted, with Temperley and Todd to serve as builders, and the 
cornerstone was laid on June 28, 1838. 

The Church's remote location at the corner of Main Cross and Grafton 
Streets, and other "pecuniary means and the many other embarrassing 
circumstances," caused the Church to abandon its building three years 
later and sell it to the German Lutheran Church. 

C. Sources of Information 

1. Primary and unpublished sources: 

Minutes of Vestry Meetings, Christ Episcopal Church, 1835-1865. 
Minute books and related Church records were unavailable.  The 
information recorded was obtained from transcripts prepared by 
Rosella Adams who is now writing a history of the Church. 

Deed Book, Jefferson County Courthouse, 1848. 

2. Secondary and published sources: 

Ochse, Orpha.  The History of the Organ in the United States. 
Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1975. 

Madison Daily Courier, 1850-51. 

Prepared by:       John Linn Hopkins 
Project Historian 
Summer, 1978 

PAET II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A.  General Statement: 
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1. Architectural character: A good example of nineteenth-century 
Gothic ecclesiastical architecture and one of the few churches 
in Madison that has been altered very little on the interior. 

2. Condition of fabric: Good. 

B.  Description of Exterior: 

1. Overall dimensions: Approximately 56' (five-bay front) x 95', 
with a tower on the southwest corner of the west front. 

2. Foundation: Stone rubble with ashlar stone skirting below a 
sloping stone watertable along the west facade. 

3. Wall construction: The common-bond red-blend brick walls have 
buttresses along the north and south walls.  The Early English 
buttresses have stone gablets, simulating stone shingles, on the 
top and pent stone caps on the face lower down.  There is a skew 
corbel on each side of the east gable end and one at the north 
side of the west gable ends of the main church and the 
vestibule.  The brick tower has angle buttresses at the corners 
with the same gablets and pent stone caps as the main building. 
There are three recesses in the brick around the face of the 
towe r. 

4. Structural system, framing: Load-bearing brick walls with wood 
timber framing.  The sanctuary has wooden scissor trusses. 
Tower is heavy timber construction on load-bearing brick walls. 

5. Stoops: There is a stone stoop at each of the entrances on the 
west facade, one at the base of the tower and the other at the 
north vestibule.  A concrete bulkhead on the east side of the 
building has a wooden door.  Areaways to the cellar have 
concrete walls around them and some are closed up. 

6. Chimneys: There are two brick chimneys extending from the ground 
up on the north side of the builidng.  These chimneys, 
apparently a later addition, are engaged to a buttress and have 
a clay flue liner projecting above the top.  There is a large 
end chimney on the gable end of the sacristy, with a projecting 
brick cap. 

7. Openings: 

a.  Doorways and doors: The main entrance is on the southwest 
corner through the base of the tower.  The double doorway 
has a corbeled brick surround with a corbeled brick 
pointed-arch hood-molding ending with stone label stops. 
The doors have wooden battens.  The doorway has wooden 
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surrounds, stone sill and wooden transom panel with 
battens, matching the doors. The doorway to the north 
vestibule on the west facade is the same as this one. 

The exterior door on the east facade leads into the 
sacristy. The pointed-arch doorway has wooden surrounds, 
stone sill and a wooden door. The head of the door follows 
the arched opening profile, has battens on the exerior face 
and a diagonal brace across the interor. There are rolled 
wood moldings around the interior of the opening. 

b.  Windows and shutters: There is a round leaded-glass, 
wooden-sash window on the west face of the tower at the 
balcony level.  On the south face of the tower at the 
balcony level is a wooden lancet window with side-hinged, 
leaded-glass sash.  It has wooden surrounds.  The 
pointed-arch wooden windows have a pivoting sash with 
leaded, stained glass, without tracery. The windows on the 
west facade have stone sills and those on the other faces 
have wooden sills. All windows have a brick soldier course 
around the pointed arch.  There is a protective screening 
on the stained glass windows.  The deep jambs are plastered 
with roll molding at the edge and a deep wooden sill on the 
interior. 

Roof: 

a. Shape, covering: The gable roof has asphalt shingle 
covering.  There is a parapet on the gabled ends with a 
molded, metal coping cover. 

b. Cornice, eaves: The boxed cornice has metal gutters and 
there are metal downspouts. 

c. Dormers, cupolas, towers: The brick bell tower, housing 
bells and a carillon, has a broached spire. There is a 
small lancet opening in each side with a wood louver in 
it.  There is a gold Latin cross on top of the spire. 

C.   Description of Interior: 

1.   Floor plans: 

a.   Cellar: There is a cellar under the church that houses 
mechanical equipment.  It was inaccessible. 
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b. First floor: The main entrance is on the west into a 
vestibule at the base of the tower.  Entering through a 
double doorway, under the balcony, is the sanctuary. 
Opposite this entrance, under the balcony, is a stair 
vestibule to the balcony.  There is a trio of early English 
windows extending up into the balcony at the west wall. 
The sanctuary has a center aisle with side aisles.  The 
pews on each aisle are separated in the center with a wood 
panel extending the length of the rows of pews.  There is 
an octagonal column on each side of the center aisle, near 
the rear supporting the extended balcony.  These columns 
project through the pew ends.  In the east end wall are 
three large pointed-arch windows, the center one extending 
higher than the other two. Above the center window is a 
small round window.  The lectern and pulpit, extending 
forward, are on a dais, up two steps.  The altar is 
separated by a communion rail on each side that turns and 
extends along each side. 

c. Balcony: The balcony extends into the sanctuary in a 
half-hexagon with a wood railing.  A large organ covers up 
the three windows on the west wall.  There is a doorway on 
the south wall of the balcony leading into the tower, which 
houses the carillon console and ladders to the bells in the 
towe r. 

2. Stairways: The closed-string wooden stairway in the north 
vestibule extends up four steps to a landing, turns and 
continues to the second floor. The railing, with a molded 
handrail supported by simple balusters mounted on the string, 
extends from a newel post at the first floor to a newel post at 
the landing, turns and extends to a newel post at the second 
floor.  From the second-floor newel post, the railing extends a 
short distance to a newel post above the opening, turns and ends 
at the wall with a half-newel post. 

3. Flooring: Wide wooden boards that are carpeted down the aisles 
in the sanctuary.  The wooden boards are carpeted in the balcony 
and have asphalt tile in the entry vestibule. 

4. Walls and ceiling finish: Walls and ceilings in the entry 
vestibule are plaster, painted off-white, with a roll molding, 
punctuated at intervals with a V-cut, at the ceiling. The 
plaster ceiling under the balcony in the sanctuary is divided 
into five panels by a ribbed plaster molding.  Walls in the 
sanctuary are plaster, painted off-white.  There is acoustical 
tile ceiling in the north vestibule.  The ceiling in the 
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sanctuary is the exposed wooden scissor truss, purlins and 
planks, all stained a dark color. The six trusses have pendant 
posts with a cul-de-lampe at the ends. 

5. Doorways and doors: The wooden doors have two long narrow raised 
panels, wooden surrounds and deeply recessed jambs.  The jamb 
and soffit panels match those of the doors. 

6. Decorative features: The wooden railing around the balcony is 
paneled with a projecting ledge at the lower portion.  There is 
an engaged pilaster with gablet top at the junction of the rail 
and the wall, and the junction of the angular faces of the 
projecting half-hexagon.  The pews are dark wood, with blue 
velvet padded seats and backs.  The tall pew ends have a 
half-hexagon top, with moldings.  The wooden lectern has a 
pedestal with a large carved eagle supporting the shelf. The 
wooden pulpit, half-octagonal in shape, has engaged pilasters 
with gablets at intersecting angles forming openings in the face. 

The wooden altar, with marble top, has three stepped bases and 
angle buttress corners with gablet top. There is a large wooden 
candle holder on each side of the altar.  The wooden communion 
rail, on each side of the center, has a wooden rail on top with 
simiple balusters. At each supporting post there is an engaged 
pilaster.  There is an eternal light (candle) hanging in front 
of the altar in the center.  The baptismal font in front of the 
dais is marble. 

7. Mechanical equipment: Modern heating and modern electrical and 
lighting fixtures. 

D.  Site: 

1. General setting and orientation: The church sits on the east 
side of the street, the second building from the corner of the 
intersection of East Third and Mulberry Streets.  There is an 
iron fence on a concrete curb across the front of the property 
with a gate at the tower entrance. There are several large 
trees at the curb.  There is a large brick house on the corner 
painted white. 

2. Outbuildings: There is a modern brick building to the east at 
the rear, which houses church offices.  This building has a 
gable roof with asphalt shingles; wooden windows with 
eight-over-twelve-light single-hung sash and wooden louver 
shutters; it is rectangular and in very good condition.  It is 
attached to an older building on the northeast corner of the 
prope rty. 



CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
HABS No. IN-123 (Page 10) 

This older building is stuccoed brick and has a gable roof with 
asphalt shingles, wooden brackets on the gabled ends and wooden 
windows with six-over-six-light single-hung sash.  There is a 
chimney near the center of the west wall. There is a small 
frame addition on the west side with a gable roof with asphalt 
shingles.  The walls are covered with cement asbestos shingles. 
The two-story rectangular building is in fair condition. 

Prepared by:       John P. White 
Project Supervisor 
July, 1978 

PART III. PROJECT INFORMATION 

This project was undertaken by the Historic American Buildings Survey in 
cooperation with Historic Madison, Inc., and the Indiana Historical Society. 
Under the direction of John Poppeliers, Chief, HABS, and Kenneth h.  Anderson, 
Jr., Principal Architect, the project was completed during the summer of 1978 
at the HABS Field Office, Madison, Indiana, by John P. White, Project 
Supervisor (Associate Professor, Texas Tech University); John Hopkins, Project 
Historian (Skidmore College); and Student Assistant Architects Richard 
Berliner (Rhode Island School of Design); Jon Lourie (University of Maryland); 
Eric Swanson (Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute) ; and Peter Whitehead (State 
University of New York at Buffalo).  The written data were edited by Jan 
Cigliano, HABS Historian, in November, 1978, and by Alison K. Hoagland, HABS 
Historian, in December, 1984. 
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