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Gosport  Passenger  and Freight  Station 

HAER   IN-4 

Location: 

Date of Construction 

Present  Owner: 

S ign i ficance: 

East end  of North  Street,  Gosport 
UTM:     16.529380.4355^50 
Quad:     Gosport 

1854 

One of the earliest railroad 
structures erected in Indiana, 
the Gosport Station is a represen 
tative example of a "train barn" 
station:  a style of station 
architecture common only during 
the formative period of American 
railroading.  It is the only 
surviving example of five train 
barns known to have been built in 
Ind iana. 

Hi storian: 

It is understood that access to this material rests on the condition 
that should any of it be used in any form or by any means, the author 
of such material and the Historic American Engineering Record of 
the National Park Service at all times "be given proper credit. 
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History of the Mew Albany and Salem Railroad 

The New Albany and Salem Railroad was officially formed on 
July 31» 1S^7- The stated purpose of the company was to connect 
New Albany, located on the Ohio River and then the largest city in 
Indiana, with Salem, a town 35 miles to the north. Construction of 
the road began in New Albany on May 3, 1848.' 

Long before the track passed through Salem, James Brooks, 
President of the railroad, planned to continue the line to Lake 
Michigan.*  He obtained an amendment to the original charter 
permitting the New Albany and Salem to extend its tracks to any 
point in the state of Indiana. 3 The railroad, completed on June 2k , 
185^, connected Michigan City on Lake Michigan to New Albany on 
the Ohio with 288 miles of track.^ Major stations were located at 
New Albany, Orleans, Bedford, Bloomington, Gosport, Greencastle 
(where the line crossed the Indianapolis and St. Louis Railroad), 
Crawfordsvi 1 le, Lafayette, Bradford (now Monon) , and Michigan City.5 

Even though the New Albany and Salem Railroad connected the 
Great Lakes and the Ohio River, the line was never a financial 
success.  It passed through no important cities other than New 
Albany, and the small agrarian towns along the route failed to 
attract industry.° The Panic of 1857 eventually led to receivership, 
foreclosure, and a transfer of the property on 2k  October 1859 to 
the newly founded Louisville, New Albany, and Chicago Railroad 
Company. There was brief prosperity because of the north-south 
movement of troops and supplies during the Civil War, but between 
1868 and December 27, 1872, there was a second receivership, and a 
new company emerged: the Louisville and Nashville and the Southern 
Railways purchased more than 87% of the stock in the company ,7 
and finally in 1971 the railroad merged with the Louisville and Nash- 
ville. 

Gosport Passenger and Freight Station 

The Gosport Station, built by the New Albany and Salem Rafl- 
raod tn 185^, is one of the earliest railroad structures erected in 
Indiana.  It Is representative of a style of depot architecture that 
was popular during the earliest days of American Railroading, but 
which became obsolete long before the end of the 19th century. 
Charles Meeks has called it the "train barn, the stable for the iron 
horse.M9 

The train barns appear to be a clear case of the adaption of 
an earlier vernacular building to a new industrial situation. 
"Except for the presence of trains instead of wagons, a train barn 
was indistinguishable from a substantial farm barn,"'^ Meeks 
explains.  The earliest train barns, erected during the l830's and 
early 18^0's, were "simple and compact" wood structures with large 
doorways which enabled the trains to enter the depot, and load passen- 
gers and freight.  During the early days of railroading when the 
train ran only during the day, the large wooden doors could be closed 
at night to keep the "Iron horse" safe. 
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Experience forced adaption, however, and by the early 1850's 
the large wood doors were discarded when engineers discovered that 
the doors opened too slowly to accomodate the slow braking of the 
trains. Another modification of the early design was the abandonment 
of all wood construction after steam locomotives and wood depots 
proved to be a volatile combination. 

The Gosport Station, built in l85*t at a cost of $6,750^ is a 
simple one-story structure, 58' x 123', with a gabled wood roof 
supported by Howe trusses.  Except for a brick dentil along the 
cornice line, the building is unadorned and the principal features 
are the two large arched openings that allow trains to enter the 
station. 

A railroad track runs along the front of the station between 
the buildings and the river, and a spur runs through the length 
of the station to rejoin the main track.  The main track was for 
passenger trains, and a storage room, station office, passenger 
waiting room and small loading platform open along the east side of 
the depot. The interior track was for freight cars, and the 
entire rear half of the building, as well as the north half of the 
west side, contained large freight platforms.  Since a large 
portion of the interior space is devoted to freight handling, it 
is likely that the Gosport station served as the transfer point for 
freight between the New Albany and Salem Railroad and the Indiana- 
polis and Vincennes Railroad, as their tracks crossed a few hundred 
yards from the station. 

The principal features of the exterior of the station are 
the two simple arched openings, one on each gable end, about 13 
feet wide and 20 feet high at the crown through which the freight 
track enters and leaves the building. Three smaller segmentally 
arched openings in the west elevation allow the freight to be 
transferred from the large interior freight platform to wagons 
and carriages outside. 

Though the New Albany and Salem Railroad brought a brief period 
of economic prosperity to Gosport, by the last quarter of the 
19th century both the town and the railroad were in decline. 
The Gosport station has survived both fire and demolition.  The 
insignificance of the line itself probably contributed to the 
station's survival since there was little need to demolish the train 
barn to build a larger structure.  Of the five other train barns that 
were known to exist in Indiana, the Gosport station is the last example 
which remains intact. 
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