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13-19 West Maryland Street 
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HABS No. IN-212 

Significance: Built in 1889-1890, the Levey Brothers & Company Building 
was one of several historic buildings in the Indianapolis 
Wholesale District that represented the printing industry 
located in that area. Established during the Civil War, 
the Wholesale District served the city and central Indiana 
until after the Second World War as a source of wholesale 
products ranging from groceries to tires and millinery. 
The Levey Brothers & Company Building was a contributing 
structure in the Indianapolis Union Station-Wholesale 
District, listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places on July 14, 1982. 

Description: The Levey Brothers & Company Building was a four-story, 
brick industrial building facing West Maryland Street. The 
building had an "L" plan, wrapping around the Levey 
Brothers & Company Annex (HABS No. IN-212A) with the ell 
fronting Bird Street, an alley. The building was roughly 
52 feet wide and 89 feet .. 7 inches deep. 

The principal (north) facade was subtly divided into three 
bays reflecting the structural system of two interior rows 
of wooden columns. The first, second and third floors had 
a pattern of a wide and a narrow opening per structural 
bay. The openings at these three floors were separated 
vertically by cast-iron mullions and horizontally by plain 
brick spandrals framed by the cast-iron sills, lintels and 
mullions. The second and third floors bore no 
ornamentation. The mullions of the first floor separating 
the shop windows and the entrances had simple molded bands 
near their tops and bottoms. The fourth (top) floor 
exhibited a decorative brick corbel and eleven windows of 
three different sizes. 

Except for the western most entrance. all of the doors and 
windows had their original wooden sashes and frames. The 
first floor windows had matched tongue-and-groove board 
aprons and paired transoms above the plate glass windows. 
Transoms were above the double-leaf, glazed, paneled, 
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wooden doors. The noted western-most bay had its transoms 
in place but the wooden doors were removed and replaced 
with an aluminum-sash. glazed door; transom and sidelights 
in an earlier remodeling (date unknown). 

Wood sash windows were in place with one-over-one and 
two-over-two lights on the second. third. and fourth 
floors. Other changes to the front facade included the 
addition of a steel fire escape (date unknown) and the loss 
of the centered pediment with acroteria and the legend 
"LEVEY." 

The exposed western face of the ell on the alley was 
two-bays wide and four-stories high. At the first floor 
was a steel service door. At the upper floors were two 
wood-sash windows per bay. A steel fire escape hung 
between the first and second floor (refer to HABS No. 
IN-212A, photo number 3). The eastern and southern end 
walls were concealed party walls with abutting buildings 
(Schnull's Block HABS No. IN-210 to the east and Schnull 
and Co. Building HABS No. IN-219 to the south). 

The interior of the Levey Brothers & Company Building 
retained most of its industrial character with open floor 
plans punctuated by two rows of wooden columns. The 
interior revealed the structural system of heavy timber 
wood frame with bricks, load-bearing walls to the east and 
west. It supported brick curtain walls to the north and 
south and wood floor and roof systems. 

The brick walls were exposed as were the bare wooden 
floors. All of the ceilings were clad with corrugated 
sheet metal. except on the fourth floor. with its exposed 
joists. Several open, wooden stairs ways connected the 
three upper floors. basement and first floor mezzanine; 
located in the south end of the building or in the west 
ell. The fourth floor was accessable only from the Levey 
Brothers Annex (HABS No. IN-212A) to the west. 

The Levey Brothers & Company Building was constructed as 
the office and printing plant for Levey Brothers & 
Company. This company, a leading Indianapolis printer, 
stationer, and blank book manufacturer, was established in 
Philadelphia in 1848 by William P. Levey. He moved the 
business to Madison, Indiana and worked for it until his 
retirement in 1878. 
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Under the leadership of his sons. William M. and Louis H. 
Levey, the firm moved to Indianapolis in 1883; by 1885, the 
firm occupied Elliott's Block, immediately across the 
street at 14-22 West Maryland Street (HABS No. IN-60). 
Levey Brothers & Company erected and occupied the subject 
building by 1889-90, remaining there until 1905. The firm 
built and occupied new quarters at 226-240 West Ohio Street 
(demolished) in 1905. The Star Millinery Company, 
wholesale milliner, occupied the building beginning in 
1908. For most of the twentieth century, the 13-19 West 
Maryland Street building served as headquarters for Star 
Millinery Company until vacated in the mid 1980s. The 
Levey Brothers & Company Building represented the printing 
industry, an important industry at the turn of the century 
in Indianapolis. The building was demolished in 1989. 

Bass Photo Collection, Indiana Historical Society 
Library, Indianapolis. 

Centre Venture. "Building Descriptions of Circle Centre 
Mall." Indianapolis. Indiana. February 8, 1988. rev. 
July 15, 1988 (typewritten, unpublished). 

Hyman, Max R .. ed. Handbook of Indianapolis, an Outline 
History and Description of the Capital of Indiana. 
Indianapolis: M.R. Hyman Co., 1907. 

Polk, R.L. & Company. Indianapolis City Directory. 
Indianapolis: R.L. Polk & Co., 1885-1987. 

Sanborn Map Company. Insurance Maps of Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Vol. l, New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1914 
and 1914 corrected to 1954. 

Sanborn-Perris Map Company. Insurance Maps of 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Vol 3, New York: 
Sanborn-Perris Map Company, 1898 and 1898 corrected to 
1913. 

William L. Selm 
Indianapolis Historic Preservation Commission 
August 1991 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

Source: Hyman, Max R. Handbook of Indianapolis. Indianapolis: 
Max Hyman, 1897. 

N.B. The building is mistakenly dipicted with five stories. 

318 ur.lf.L\"'S llASDJl()(Jj{ OF ISDI.1SAI'OLIS. 

I 
~ II 

LEVEY BROTHERS CO:'.\IPANY. 

l',,_i:_y_ey.JlrothE:S _C_ogiEan_y, printers, stationers, lithographers and blank 
book tnanufacturers, 19 \V ;s-t ~f;:,;yrand street. were e~tablished in 18.iS, 

• 
~ 

' ·~ 

i 
.i 
.f 

and have enjoyed nearly fifty years of uninterrupted business success. 
Their plant is among the largest in the state. and is equipped throughout ~ 

with the very latest and most modern machinery and appliances of every do· ·~ 

~cription. They were the first to introduce typesetting machinery in a mer· i 
cantile printing establishment. Over 100 persons are employed in the differ· 
ent departments, and the trade of the firm extends throughout every state 
and territory in the G nited States. their principal specialties being the execu· 
tion of high grade mercantile printing and the· manufacture of blank book& 

and bankers' supplies. They also have the contract for publishing the law·. 
for the state of Indiana. 

Hollweg & Reese, direct importers of china, glass and queensware, 84 to 
,,S South C\Ieridian street, fa the largest, best stocked, and most elegantl.r 
equipped china, glass and queens ware jobbing house in the state of Indiana. 
~Ir. Louis Hollweg, who established the business in 1868, the sole proprietor, 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

Source: Hyman, Max R. Journal Handbook of Indianapolis. Indianapolis: 
The Indianapolis Journal, 1902. 

~H '/'///.,' ./IJ/'/IXI/, //l\'/J/IOl!/i IJ/.' /\'/JT•l\'l/'11/,/.'. 

Levey Rros. & Co. (liic.)~Tllis h11sl111•s.r.: w:rn founcl··d in l'liiladl'l· 
ph1:1. 1':1 .. i11 J.~-1-S. h.,- \\'illinrn I'. Lpn•y. "·Ito j'Ollti1111pd il until \~JS, 

WlH'll IH' l"1'1in·d :ind 1lt(' h11:-:inPss w:1s Pst:1l11ish('d in J111linn:qHdis 111ulir 

lli!• 11:111](• nf l,pyp~· J:ros. l\:. ('o., \Ylli1·1i is tll<• ]ll'PSPllt s1\'I(•. :-:illf'P 1k7S 

thtTP n1m·p.,. h:t\'I' li<•1•11 111;11!i>. P:t<"ll !i111P !n !H'" E't' n11cl l:ir::P!' hnilcli1u..!'s 
1n l~P''P 1q1 ,,-ith 1111• ('nH<.;t:1nrl.\' ilH'J'{':1si11:.:· d1•111;111d for J,:•,·1 y ::110:11'. 111 

!111• i11•:..:·i111ii111..:·. lilt> hnsinc•..;s "-n.._ ('nr11pn1':1riypj~- :-.:nrnll a11d w:ii-: llP('PS· 

:-.:irily l01·ni :111d «·n11Ji111 1d ]ll'indp:lllr ln tltr• state of lndi;111a: lint ns 

1111• <'flHHtl'.Y dP\·pJoprtl :rnd tlu• f:11•ilitH·s fnr lil!siu(•f.;s in<·n•:isPd. full nd· 

\:1nta~c> wn~ tnl;:pn o/" P\'l'l'.Y t'an1rahlP opport1mity to l'Xtl'lltl n111l iil· 

t'l'(•nsP th<• trndP ffith tilt' h;1nl\s of .\lllPl'lrn. Tlle !n1ilding- of thP l111si

IH•i-:s to ifs pl'f'SPnt 1u:1g-11i1rn!P ha:-; not ht'Pll an pas,Y task. f'ill<'C tiH',Y 

'////; ,/fJ/'/IY.iT, /l.IY/JlllHJ/i ()f.' /Y/11..IY l/'IJf,/g. ~..-, 

Ji;iyp lint ll:td. :ill thl':-.'(' ,\'(':ll'S. tilt• i'lllil'P !it•ld \1.1 tllP1lJ,-.:pln·~. Tin• 

111nn·pln11s gTowlh 'n1:-:: Hot :111 ;H (·id1•11t. Ill ilhl•J' wn.-.: i1 tlw rl''-'1111 of llldi.. 

:tlld it ""jj.lo;, ('('rt:1i1ll.r not or l\!O!Htpo\,\·. Tiu• hll.-.:i1u·~s has llnt only ilPld 

its O\Yll, [111t it has ,l.!l'0\\'11 E'llOJ'lllOUSl.Y illld l\Ppt Jl:l<'P with thP rapid 

stride~ tlint nthPl' intPl'PSt!-1 of thP to1111t1·.'· llnn1 111adP :di thrse y1•11rs. 

nntil today tlle,r (H'<"Hl1.r a fOl'f'lllost position in thr 111:11111fnr·t11n• of li:rn~~ 

! .l!Ondl':. ThP n•s11lt has li~CJ\ nchif'Y('d i11 tiH' f:H'P of stP:Hlil.'· i!11·1·p:1siug 

t·ompt>tition. m1tl i:o: <hlP to till' r·ro~ ::t.JHl w:tt(•hful ath'ntion re1p1in.•ll to 

gl':tSJI thP PllOl'lllOllS dfltnils of t}l(• h11si1IPi'-"S, :11ul to llIP :ihility llel'PS.::1r,r 

to dh'C'Pt thP appli('atinn of 111pc·hn11i<'nl i11Yr11tions in 111nnnf11cturi11.L!" . 

• \II tl1is hns IIHldP it possihlP to PXtP1HI tllP hu:-;inP!-1.s from a ln«nl to a 

national OJlP: anti llow tiH'rt> is not :i h;111k ill tlw F11itP1l ~-tnt<'S hut i!-1 

familiar \\'ith thP nnlllP of "LP\'I'.''." nnrl tllfr;tl':H!ld.:: <'.Ill tPRtif.'· to tin' 

~ntisfnf'tion nf tlJPit· 1lPnli11c-s with th<'lll. Tlw llL't'1•n11:'.IP printin~. f~tl

graYilli,r, litl10g1·:1plling- :rnd hirnli11g- d<•11nrt111rut of this 1·n111111111y is 01111 

of thP lnrg·i·~t iu thP statP of (ndinnn and tlw 111idfilP WP...:t. 
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