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The Perry Township School No. 3 (Bockelman School) Is a brick one room 
school house that is one of three rural school buildings remaining in 
Vanderburgh County. 

The Perry Township School No. 3 (Bockelman School) is on the corner of 
Middle Mt. Vernon Road and Eickhoff Road. The brick building has a hip and 
cable style roof with round, louvered cable vents on all sides. The intricate 
brick work can be seen in detail around the windows. It appears that the trim 
around the building was originally an elaborate ornate wood trim. Eight large 
pane glass windows allow light throughout the day for the interior building. 
The front door has a transom above the door, while the back door suggests a 
transom above ft too. 

According to county records, Christian Sr. and Caroline Bockelman sold the 
property to George Grossman, Perry Township Trustee, on June 16, 1897. 
The building was constructed in 1895 or 1896 and put on the tax rolls in 1896. 
Perry Township School No. 3 was known as Bockelman or Bokelman School. 
As a schoolhouse, an average of 25 children and 1 teacher used the building 
during the school year. The building was used as a school throughout the 
early 1900's. By the 1930's, one-room schools were being consolidated. In 
1939, consolidation reached Perry Township School No. 3 (Bockelman 
School) and the school was closed. 

In the 50 years since, ownership has changed hands several times. The 
building has been vacant most of those years. The building has been used as 
a residence. During the early coordination process for the University Parkway 
project, the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer was contacted. The 
building was determined to be eligible for inclusion on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Section 106 Documentation and the Appraisal Report Evansville Courier 
Sunday Paper (dated 10/11/92) 

David L. Isley, Bernardin, Lochmueller & Associates, Inc. June 1, 1993 
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The following information comes from the newspaper article dated 10/11 /92 in the Sunday Courier and 
is a testimony by Esther Roesner, a former student and teacher of Perry Township School No. 3 
(Bockelman School). 

"When Esther Roesner attended Bokelman School, she shared the same classroom with about 20 
other students in grades one through eight. One of the students yanked the rope hanging from the 
bell-tower each morning, and the resounding clang called the students to their classroom. Miss 
Roesner attended the one-room school from 1915 to 1923, then taught there in 1929 and 1930. The 
school, at the corner of Eickhoff and Middle Mount Vernon roads, hasn't been used as a school since 
1939, when township schools were consolidated. 

The bell tower on the old school is gone, more than likely removed when the old school was remodeled 
into a home. The building has stood empty for several years and weeds and vines climb the red brick 
to the "School No. 3" embedded in the granite above the door. But in its heyday, the Perry Township 
school served hundreds of students. Historians believe that the school probably was constructed in 
1895 or 1896. It was put on the Vanderburgh County tax rolls in 1896. 

There is also confusion about the spelling and pronunciation of the school name, but many former 
students agree that it is pronounced BOCK-elman, even though records show the name to be 
Bokelman, pronounced BOKE-elman. 

Miss Roesner, who lives just half a mile from the school, remembers hanging her coat in the cloakroom 
which also served as a storage area for the lunches children brought. Another memory: "We would 
pray the Lord's Prayer in the morning. You wouldn't dare do that today." 

After graduation from Central High School, Miss Roesner went to college for one year, then returned to 
Perry Township No. 3 School (Bockelman School) to teach. She later taught at other Evansville 
schools. 

At Perry Township No. 3 School (Bockelman School), her desk was at the front of the class, on a 
raised platform so she could see all her students. The students sat in rows, according to the grade. "I 
think I got a good education there, and in a way, we got a lot of individual attention," she says. 

Students from one grade would gather around the teacher's desk for daily lessons while the others 
worked at their desks. "I think that the education process didn't suffer just because we were a one
room school. Maybe we didn't have all the opportunities the students have today, but we did have a 
camaraderie that was nice. We enjoyed our school life." 
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Ruth Grossman Martin, a retired Marrs Elementary School teacher, remembers being a student at 
Perry Township No. 3 School (Bokelman School) when her father, Edward Grossman, was the 
teacher. "I remember the smell of oiled hardwood floors. There was a certain smell to it - different 
from the hardwood floors at home," she said. The school had two outhouses - one for the boys and 
one for the girls - and a shed where wood or coal was stacked to feed the furnace. 

Dorothy Bockelman Orth has been told she's related to Christina Bokelman, who donated land for the 
school, even though their names are spelled differently. 

Spelling bees were held frequently when she was a student at the school. "That was about the only 
thing I liked in school, I guess because I was good at it," she said. Like all the other students, she 
walked to school. She had to pass one house with "mean dogs". "I always had rocks in my pocket just 
in case." she said. 

When she was a teacher, Miss Roesner became adept at catching mice that prowled the schoolroom. 
"I kept a trap in my desk, and one day I caught two in one trap." 
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