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TERRELL JACOBS CIRCUS BARNS
HABS No. IN-316

6125 South U.S. Route 31, Peru vicinity, Miami County, Indiana.

The coordinates for the Circus Barns are 40.675503 N, -86.126828 W. The two
buildings sit adjacent to each other facing west along U.S. Route 31. These
coordinates were obtained in March 2012 and with, it is assumed, WGS 1984.
There is no restriction on the release of the locational data to the public.

The Circus Barns were built in 1940-41 and 1945 by noted circus performer
Terrell “The Lion King” Jacobs. The site includes a cat/lion barn and an elephant
barn used as part of his winter quarters.

The Circus Barns include the rectangular wood frame cat, or lion barn, built 1940-
41, and a large U-shaped wood and concrete block elephant barn built in 1945,
with rear wings added c. 1950. Both barns are painted white with gambrel roofs;
the lion barn has a standing seam metal roof and the elephant barn roof is covered
with asphalt composite tab shingles. Both barns have large metal roof ventilators
with two elephant profile weather vanes survive on the elephant barn. Both barns
have small wood sash windows. A concrete hippo tank projecting from the rear
(east) facade of the lion barn was added in 1951.

On the interior the lion barn's east, south, and west walls are lined with large cat
cages with painted decoration. The colorful filigree motifs include the letters
“TJ” and “BBC” (for Terrell Jacobs and Barnes Brothers Circus). The north wall
has a series of smaller cages originally used for monkeys and other small animals
in his menagerie. The interior portion of the hippo pen sits at the northeast
corner. The center of the space holds a training ring. The loft was used for
storage.

The elephant barn interior, while not as decorative, also included animal stalls for
elephants and horses, as well as areas in the addition for bison, zebras, llamas, and
camels. Iron rings are embedded in the concrete floor to secure the elephants.
The building also includes a training area, storage, offices, dormitories, and a
dining room and kitchen.

Terrell Jacobs became known as “The Lion King” during the 1930s for his circus
act involving 52 lions, tigers and leopards. He purchased this property outside
Peru, Indiana to be the Terrell Jacobs Wild Animal Circus Winter Quarters in
1939. Jacobs performed as an independent act and with various circuses
including Cole Brothers, Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey. He
constructed the two barns in 1940 and 1945. After his divorce in 1945 he
continued to use the property which was now owned by the Cole Brothers Circus.
Cole Brothers was responsible for the extensive additions to the elephant barn.
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Paul and Dorothy Kelly purchased the property in 1954 for their own Kelly
Circus Winter Quarters, creating a roadside attraction called Pipe Creek Wild
Animal Farm that featured small amusement rides and animal acts. Paul and
Dorothy Kelly were accomplished elephant trainers, and had other acts involving
horses, seals, or dogs. They continued to tour as circus performers until 1980.
The 12-acre property still includes rock walls, a pedestrian bridge, a grotto, and a
wild animal cemetery, now largely overgrown and hidden. Also extant just north
of the barns is the Circus Drive-In, a small restaurant built by the Kellys in 1967.
Dorothy Kelly lives on the property with her son Ed but the family can no longer
maintain the empty barns.

Garner, Kurt West. "Terrell Jacobs Circus Winter Quarters,” Peru, Miami
County, Indiana. National Register of Historic Places Registration Form,
2011. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
Washington, D.C.

Indiana Landmarks — 10 Most Endangered “Terrell Jacob Circus Barns”
http://www.indianalandmarks.org (accessed March 14, 2012)

Site visit and interview with Dorothy Kelly and Ed Kelly, March 2011.

Lisa Pfueller Davidson, HABS Historian, 2012

Figure 1: Postcard — on verso “Winter Scene Home of the Late, Great Wild Animal Trainer “Terrell Jacobs’

at the Paul Kelly Circus Winter Quarters. Peru, Ind. Photo by Eddie Kelly”
Source: Donated to HABS by Dorothy Kelly
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Figure 2: Kelly Circus Business Card
Source: Donated to HABS by Dorothy Kelly

Tommy
America’s Largest Male Elephant
1968

Indianapolis Shrine Circus
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Performer & Handler Dorothy Kelly
Peru
Miami County, Indiana

Figure 3: Promotional Flyer for Dorothy Kelly and Tommy the Elephant
Source: Donated to HABS by Dorothy Kelly
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