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Present Owners: 

Present Occupant: 

Present Use: 

Significance: 
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The Neville-Kanode Farmstead Cellar is located southeast of the Neville-Kanode Farmstead 
Residence and south of the Neville-Kanode Farmstead Well. It is situated on the east side of 
U.S. Highway 81 in Section 13, Township 1 South, Range 3 West in Liberty Township, 
Republic County, Kansas. The nearest town in this county is Munden, but the farmstead lies 
closer to the community of Chester, Nebraska. 

The Kansas Department of Transportation intends to acquire this property for the widening 
of U.S. Highway 81. However, the present ownership is not clearly documented. Mr. 
Randy Kniep and his wife acquired the property December 24, 1975 and then sold it to 
Rodger Leibsack on contract. That contract has not been recorded with the Register of 
Deeds, Republic County. 

Vacant 

Vacant storm and root cellar 

The Cellar contributes to the historic character of the Neville-Kanode Farmstead. 

The Cellar measures approximately 7' x 14.5'. It is below grade and constructed of brick 
with a barrel vault roof covered with earth. The cellar is oriented north and south, with the 
entrance facing north toward the house. A steep, 28" wide, nine-step brick stairway leads 
down to an arched entryway. There is a circular vent hole in the upper portion of the south 
wall of the cellar. There is no remaining evidence of a ventilation pipe or any opening 
visible on the exterior of this cellar wall. A shallow square recess, measuring approximately 
6" deep, is set into the south cellar wall beneath the vent opening. This recess was probably 
used as a shelf The cellar floor is dirt. Examination of several loose bricks failed to note 
any marks associated with the Neville family, but several were embossed with the name "St. 
Louis." The cellar is in fair condition. 

The Cellar is one of four surviving architectural features associated with the farmstead, along 
with the residence, well, and granary. It was most likely used to store fruits and vegetables 
and to provide a safe retreat from violent storms. Because of the similar construction 
materials and proximity to the house, the brick cellar appears to date from the same ca. 1885 
time period. However, as with the house, the architect-builder is unknown and no original 
design or construction drawings are available. 

Derowitsch, Maxwell. Residence one mile east ofNeville House property, Republic 
County. Telephone interviews by Sheryll L. White December 12-14 and at 
Chester, Nebraska December 14, 1994. Notes on file, Archeology Office, Kansas 
State Historical Society, Topeka. 

Rundus, Josephine. "'The Old Brick,"' The Brick Kilns, and Family History of the J.L. 
Neville Family. Manuscript on file in the Archeology Office, Kansas State 
Historical Society, Topeka. 

Spence, Beatrice Spry. "'The New Brick' (The Neville House)," family account. 
Manuscript on file in the Archeology Office, Kansas State Historical Society, 
Topeka. 
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Sheryll L. White was the historian for the Neville-Kanode Farmstead project. White 
conducted the basic research and interviews and prepared the reports from which the 
historical information was taken. Dale E. Nimz prepared the historical context section and 
drafted the HABS documentation. Marsha K. King compiled and prepared the HABS 
document. 



0 100 200ft 

.. 

) 
i . . 

) 

0 
• Q 

• 
• _ ... .5!.. • 0 

0 
0 

• 0 

j 
1 
t 

A 
2 

l 0 

I ~ ::c 

1 
" 

I 

\ ------ ......... 
/ 

. \ / 
/ 

"f · .. , .. ·,,.- .. '\ 
\ 

'\. \ ........ 

Neville-Kanode Farmstead, Cellar 
HABS No. KS-76-B 

(Page 3) 

Neville-Kanode Farmstead 
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SITE PLAN OF THE NEVILLE-KANODEFARMS1EAD, SHOWING RELATIONSHIP TO THE VICINITY OF 
NEVILLE BRICK KILNS AND EARLIER RESIDENCES ON ROSE CREEK. 
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SITE PLAN SHOWING LOCATION OF THE NEVILLE-KANODE FARMSTEAD, CELLAR. 
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FLOOR PLAN OF THE NEVILLE-KANODE FARMSTEAD, CELLAR. 
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Recess 

INTERIOR ELEVATIONS OF THE NORTH AND SOUTH WALLS, 
NEVlLLE-KANODE FARMSTEAD, CELLAR 
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