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FOR KAVANAUGH UOUSE" L HASS
. . nMe.,

Damariscotta Mills, linecolin County, “aine
: %-DH&HH?&{

Ownﬁg_ x

Dete of Lrection

1503

Builde:

James Kavansuzh

Present Condition

The house is square in plan with a low wing to the rear or north,
It ig of the certral hail type. The carriage house, a low bullding
extends to the west from the house, The Tirst [loor of the house
is close to the ground,

The festures ol the sextericr are:

a, A& sl eireulsr porch with interesting doorway
end side lights

B, & fino Peladian window,
L Fa)

cs fm elaborate cornice sunvorted by fluted nilasters,

The roof is hipred and surmounted by a leook out of excellent deasipn,.
Arovnd the esves is carried & zuard rail of :ood debtail,

Hunbher of Stories

Tvro

lmterials of Comstruetion

freme structure with granite fovndabtion. Four by
The { -ont face of the house is flush boarded, side
clephonrded. Roof sningled,

rrdlok chimneys.
g and rear are

Ofher Mxlgting “ccoris

5 ) Mareh 11, 1928.

v Ve R PO
Porwlorg Dunday

Additional Data

Jemes Havanaveh wos o nabtive of County Kilkenny, Ireland, lHe carme
to Dosten sbout 1780 snd moved to Danariscotta in 1750, He

estehlished stores, purchased “he mill nrivelege ot Jsmerizcotte
Uille, wuild saw wills, & pgrist mill, and a ™alling wmill, He al

Lullt vessels in which he shipped his own lumber to Burope.
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4 Deppar 14,
James Kavansugh snd his business martner, Metthew Cottrill were P
ancng the esrly proninent Cetholics of Mane. They probably
spensored the btuilding of St, Patrick's Church in Damariscoitta
1603-1808,

Zdward Kavanauth, son of Jemmes Kavenauph, was prominent in
political circles. He wos a member of Cengress 1831-1835;
in 1843 was President of the Ya’ne Stabte Senate and the
governorship beconiny vecant thet year, he became scting
governor of illzire for the remsinder of the yeur,

. . : / .
President Jaclkson appeointed Edward Kavenaugh charge' dlaffaires
at Lisbon ‘o represertt the United Sistes at that court,

Zilﬁ;dzvurﬂ) Zf.é;llvaﬂmAalvél}
Aoproved:
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Nater Jomary 7, 1837
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JAMES KAVANAGH HOUSE | - Hfg?s
_ _ M
in fddendun bo _ 7- bAMARﬁ
Governor Kavanaugh dou _i“

Darmariscoita Mills, kaine
in HARS Catalos (1041)

Lddress: State Houte 213, Demariscotta iills, Lincoln County,
Vﬁine
Ivle .

Pregent Owner Mrs., Fredric G. Richards.
and Occupantd:

Present Use: Residence.
Brief Statement This mansion was built in 1803 for James Kavanagh,

of Significance: prominent merchant and shivbuilder in Dameriscotia
and Newcastle, Maine.

PART T, HBISTORIGAL [IHFORMATION

A. Physical History

1. Original and subseguent owners: Jemes Kavanagh; Edward
Kavanagh; Winifred Kavanagh; C. Perkins Gerdiner; i¥illiam Robinson
Czbot; Rear iAdmiral Fredric G. Richards.

2. Date of erection: 1&803.

~

3. Architect: Hicholas Codd.

4. Notes on alterstions and additions: Minor alicratlons
nelude redesign of closgets and back stalrs, bathroon fixtures and
kitechan eguipment.
R Imnortant old views: 1857 map laocebes house as belong~
ifred Havanagh, series by 0, A, Hopking, published by Lee
Mersh, Minor Street, Dpll delphia

)
Iin

6. Sources of Informotlon: Villlam Leo Lucey, udward Kevansgh
{Frencestovm, dew Feupshire; idershall Jones Company, 1946), uﬂmpb. 1.

Federal ritcrs’ ”“ojcet, Jelne, S CGuide "Pown Fast!(Bogion:
1077 ! 1937), ». 220.

¥

o

5@. ,t;Lu“'° Shurceh, H e “t1c eoine, Sesculceptennisl, 1800
1948 (Domariscoiba, fine: Ffhe Hﬂ? Print Shop,{1958]). Copy at the
Skidomcha Free Library, Damariscobtz; ikine,

B. Mistorical Events Connected with t¢uhudra~ James Favansgh was
a wrominent member of the Tiic h Catholic thCﬂCﬂb ol Dammrlscobia,
Fe and William Cottrill formed a very prospeovous trade parinershio.
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' , HARS
Father Jean de Chef}us (1768-1836), first Roman Catholic bishop of ‘ME ‘
New England frequently visited here. | Y DAMALH

: _ _ =~
Once owned by Ldward Kavenagh, acting governor of Maine, 1843. He '
became governor upon the resignation of Governor John Fairfield. He
held this position until 1844, only 20 days before his death, January
21, 1844,

?he house figured in the 1854 wave of prejudice; when warned of a

threat to harm nearby St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Chureh, by serving
as a storehouse of the churchls valuables,

PART FI, ARCHITHECTURAL INFORMATION

W General Statement
1. Architectural character: This mansion was buili in 1803
and is an excellent example of early Federal architecture, cxceptionally
well detalled, notably for the Palladian window end interior trim.
2. Condition of fabrie: Excellent.
B. Pechnical Description of Exbterior

- 1. Overall dimensions: 44'-6" x 80'-11". Two stories;
rectanyfflar and ell layout.

2. Foundations: Granite foundation walls, brick piers, hewn
beams and joists mortised and ‘tenoned.

3. Wall construction: Wood frame, lapped clapboard siding
flush on front and side elevations. TFluted wood pilzsters at corners.

4. Porches, stoops, ete.: Wood porch, semicireular., Two
round wood colums, flat roof with balsutrade; wood steps.

5. Chimmeys: Fowr brick, cemeni wash at the cap.
6. Openings;

8. Doorways and doors: Entry doorway wilh semicireular
head light, six-panel wood door.

b. Viindows and shuiters: Original wood double-hung
sash, six over six light, Palladian window over entry. Original
wood louvered shutters.

7. Boof;

a. Covering, shape: Asphelil shingles replace original
wood shingles on hip roof. Wood balustrade at eave.

b. Cornice: Wood cornice, dentil brackets and dentil
course.
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¢. . Cupolag: CQOctsgonal cupolalwith a@ex at front eleva-

tion; pitched metal roof, single double-hung window each side, six HARS
over three light. ¥ood louvered shutters, two per opening. ME'
' ' E-BAMARM

¢. Technical Description of Interior . F
1. Floor plans: First floor; four main rooms aboub stair

hall. Prayer room at rear. 0Old house served as summer kitchen and

quarters. Family entrance through-"dingle" or enclosed porch.

Second floor; four main rooms about stair hall. Second floor of

_appendage consists of two major rooms. ' '

2. Stairweys: Stairways between first and second floors,
one to basement, and one to cupola dnd attic., Front and medn stair
circular stair. Nicholas Codd's name appears in ivory inset in stair
newel.

3, TFlooring: Wood plank fboring 6"-12" wide.

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Wall; Wallpaper on plaster,
wood wainscot. Celdling; plaster.

5. Doorways and doors: Finely trimmed doorways, with
volute at baseboard. Simple heads.

6. Trim: Elaborate wood cornice in important rooms, shelves.
{upboard between living room and library.

7. Heating: Fireplaces in all major rooms, some heartis
g x 9% ¢lay brick pavers. Kitchen fireplace has hardware and Dutch
-oven. Central heating system.

D. Site

1. General setting and orientation: House faces east, sit-
uated on rise overlooking Damariscotis Lake and Damariscotta River.

2. Enclosures: Wood fence and gate at road.
3. Outbuildings: Stable, barn and privy; of interest.
4. DLandscaping: Informal.

Prepared by ¥. Blair Reeves

Maine Mid-Coast Project I
July 1960



