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Location:

Present
Qwner:

Pressent
Occupant:

Present Use:

Significance:

100-102 Monroe Avanue
Detroit

Wayne County

Michigan

U.5.6.3. bDetroit, Michigan GQuadrandla
UTH: 17.331500.4688600

Community angd Economic
Development Department
City of Datroit

150 Michigan Avenue
Datroit, Michigan 48226

None
None

The building at 100-10Z2 Monroa is5 a turn of the
century brick commarcial building and an example
af the early work of the Detroit architecta
Frank G. Baxter and Henry A. 0’Deli. Originaily
built as the Star Theater in 1907, it served aa
the home of the Theatre Royale and the Royal
Theater between 1908 and 1922Z. Thia waa one of
first theatera to open in Detroit’as Monroe
Avenue theater diatrict and enjoyed the benefits
of a prominant corner location in one of
Detroit’a bualieat commercial diatricta.
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History

1.

2.

Date of erection: 1907

Architecta: Frank G. Baxter and Henry A, G’Dell.
Henry A. 0’Dell was born in Detreit in 18735, began
working ea an architect in 1902, end shortly :
thereafter formed a partnership with Frank G. Baxtsr.
In eddition to the Ster Theater (19073 et 1006-102
Monroe, Baxter & 0’Dell dasigned the Mirth Theater
(1906) on East Jefieraon Avenue in Detroit. This
architectural firm slso designed numnerous resgidences
and commercial buildinga. In 1915, 2a the {firm of
Baxter, 0’Dell, and Halpin, they designed the 8-atory
red terras cotta, Sullivaneaque-atyle, T.B. Rayli Company
Building at Woodward and Grand River Avenuea in
Detroit, their besast-known local work.

Original and subseguent owners: The following is an
incomplata chain of title te the land on which the
satructure stands. Reference i=s to the Clerk’s Offiée'
of tha County of Wayne, Michigan. S

1893 Warranty Deed, May 23, 18393, recordad in Liber
305, p. 121.
Peoples’ Savings Bank to Samuel B. Covl.

1922 Leaae, May 31, 1922, recorded in Liber 1599,
p. 27. _
Merchants’ Realty Company to United Cigar Store.

1982 Guit Claim Daed, Novemrbsr 25, 1982, recorded in
Liber 21310, p. 257.
Bejkush Miftaraj to the City of Detroit.

Builders, suppliers:

a. Builder: Nét known
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Physical Hiatory

5. Original plans and construction: No plans have been
found, but photographic evidence from 1917 showa the
original appearance of the building. The Monroe

elevation once had a plasin widely-overhanging cornice
supported by two scrolled brackets, as well as a
decorativa arch adorned with garland festoons and
shields above the theater entrance on Monroe., The
Farmer elevation once had window crowns conaisting of
sami-circular hooda decorated with scroll motifs, and
toward the rear of the building, with amsll triangular
pediments on the roof above the windows. A stael -
framed canopy with glaaa shylighta covered the entire
sidewalk along on the Farmer elevation. Thia served aa
a8 waiting area for patrons of the Liberty Theater,
located in the next block eaat on Farmer.

6. AAlterations and additions:! The existing vellow-colored
brick veneer applied cver common red brick walla was in
place by 1917 and was probably part of the original
conatruction of 1907, aince the only building permit
tasued for this atructure betwean 1907 and 1921 related
to lobby alterations made in 1S14. There have been no
additiona to the original building, but major
slterations were made in 1922, when the Royal Theater,
which had occupied the first twe stories, waa converted
into retail stores with entrancea from both tha Monroe
and Farmer frontages. The second floor, which
originally existed only in the rear third of the
buiiding to accommodate the theater space, was extended
the full length of the building. A aeriea of windows
on the ascond story facing Farmer waa added at that
time aa well. Since then, the atorefronte on Monroe
and Farmer have undergone dozens of minor changea. The
canopy along Farmer was removed sometime after 13522,

Hiatorical Caontext

The building housed the Star Theater in 1907, followed by
the Theatre Rovale in 12908-1911, and then tha Rovyal
Theater from 1912 until its closing in 1922, The rear
third of the building houaed a taiior shop and & bootblack
during the 19108, while a clothing factory occupied the
third and fourth floora. From the 1920a through the late
19708, a variety of ratail buainesaea operated from the
storefronta on Monroe and Farmer, including a cigar atore,
jewelers, ahoe atorea, a tailor, and a barber shop. The
tenanta an the upper atoriea cannot ba identified.
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PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. General Statement:

1. Architectural character: The building at 1006-102
Monroce Avenue was originslly a8 good example of a
brick commercisl facade at the turn of the century.
Italianate detaila include large aegmental archea over
the third and fourth floor window section on the Monroe
facade, the triangulsar parspet, the rectangular
windows, and the course of aimulated roof-line brackets
on the Farmer elevation. An historic photograph from
1917 showa original Italianate features which are no
longer extant.

2. Condition of fabric: The building is in generally fair
condition, although part of the exterior walil on the
south elevation sufters from extenaive water damage.

B. Deascription of Exterior:

1. Overall dimensaions: The structure is four stories
tall, plua baaement. it i1s rectangular in layout and
mreaaurea 20 feet wide and 100 feet deep.

2. Foundations: Beasaement walls are made of brick masonry.

3. Wall conatruction: Exterior walls are masonry, load-
bearing, and consiat of common brick with a veneer of
orange-colored bricks. The most prominant feature on
the Monroe elevation is the grouping of large windows
that f1il1ll1 the facade at the third and fourth stories
and are topped by a segmental arch. in addition to a
aingle stone sill, the windows are ocutlined by courses
of raiged brick. Seven rectangular windowa per atory
appear above ths first story on the Farmer facade, and
three per story on the rear of the building. Six of
the aeven second story windowsa on the Farmer facade
were added in 1922 when the second story waa converted
from theater use into commercial space. Some of the
wide variety of windowa on this building are slightly
arched at the top, while most of them have slightly-
prolecting atone ailla. Railaed brick ia uged to create
piers in the rear third of the building and corbelling
immediately beneath the roofline on Farmer and at the
rear oif the atructure. A wrought-iron fire eacape o
extenda from the firat atory to the roof on the Farmer
elevation. '
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B. Deacription of Exterior

4.

Structural systems, framing: Wooden floor joiats and
roof raeftera bear on interior casat iron beama which, in
turn, are aupported by cast-iron columna and mesonry
ioad-bearing exterior walla.

Opanings:

a. Doorways: The building has a total of six doorwaya:
one on Monroe, four along Farmer, and a aservice door
in the rear.

h. Windows: Un both the third and fourth stories of
the Monroe Avenus facade, a pair of six-~over-six
windows originally flanked a pair of eight-over-one
windowa. The fenestration on the third story now
has large windows that flank four amall panes. The
date of the existing windows is unknown. The
pattern of feneatration on the second story, with
large panea of plate glaaa, haa been draaticalliy
altered since 1917, but the date ot these changes
is unknown.

One-over-one double-nung saah appear on the third
and fourth storiea of the Farmer facade. The second
story has casement windowa consiating of two lighta
hinged on the outaide of the frame. The aecond
atory window at the gxtreme rear ot the Farmer
facace, previousiy a double-hung window, haa Lhe
aame design, except that a transom section occupleasa
the upper third of the window opening. The second
atory windowa were inagtalied in the couras of the
converaion of the second atory from theater uae into
commerciasl space in 1922.

The rear facade has a mixture of double-hung four-
over-four ssah on the third and fourth stories, and
on the far eaatern corner of the rear facade, three
narrow double~-hung two-over-one sash. On the second
-atory of the rear facade, the original windows were
altered to produce a pair of double-hung one-over
one sash with B8 transom. The Tfirst story windows

. and originsal doorway on the rear facade are bricked
up.
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a. Shape: The building has & ftlat roof, with a
parapet, which ia moderately pitched to the rear.

b. Cornice: The original cornices on the Monroe and
Farmer facadea have been removed. A plain cast
ircon cap towma the Farmer facade. The Monroe
elevation culminatea i1n a triangular brick parapet
with stone copping.

C. Description of Interior:
1. Floor plans: See sketch plans.

2., Additional interior deacription: Because of numerous
remodelinga and extenaive water damage caused by a
leaking roof over the past decade, virtuslly none of
the original interior fabric remains, including floora,
wall coverings, fixtures, and furnishings.

D. Site;

1. General setting and orientation: The structure faces
northwest and stands at the southeast corner of the
intersection of Monroe Avenue and Farmer, with
storefronts on both streets, a highly visibilie
location in one of Detroit’s buslest commercial
districrs,

PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

A. Architectural drawings: None have been found.

B. Historic Views: The best views are found in the
collectitons of Manning Brothers, Commercial
Photographers, 26761 John R, Madison Heights, HI
48071. These include & view shot in 1917. The Burton
Historical Collection of the Detroit Public Library haa
overall viewa of Monroe Avenue.
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EXISTING FLOOR PLANS




