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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

WESTERN STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, EAST HALL 

HABS No. MI-448-A 

Location: East Hall is located on Oakland Drive, Western Michigan University campus, 
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan (refer to attached maps). 

The coordinates for building are approximately 42.286199,-85.597159 and were obtained 
through Google Maps in August, 2013 using WGS 84. There is no restriction on the 
release of the locational data to the public. 

Significance: East Hall is the first educational building constructed for Michigan's 
Western State Normal School, (the present–day Western Michigan University). The 
building was sited and landscaped by the nationally renowned Olmsted Brothers of 
Brookline, Massachusetts. Significant in the fields of education, architecture, and 
landscape architecture, East Hall, along with nearby West Hall are the only remaining 
examples of the work of Battle Creek architect E.W. Arnold in Michigan. East Hall 
consists of three linked structures was constructed between 1904 and 1909. During World 
War I the school became one of the nation's leading teacher colleges. East Hall served as 
the school’s primary general classroom/office building until the 1940s when the campus 
began expansion on a new campus to the west. 

Description: East Hall on the campus of Western Michigan University is a monumental 
Georgian Revival building two stories high with a basement that is mostly above grade. 
Its exterior is characterized by a central octagonal cupola and prominent pedimented 
portico. The low-pitched gabled roof is lined with dentiled pressed metal cornices. The 
exterior is built of red brick with contrasting cream-colored engaged column pilasters 
with ionic capitals. Exterior trim detailing is limestone. Windows are wood, with several 
configurations (double-hung, fixed sash, one-over-one, four-over-four, six-over-six). 
Concrete foundation footings and floor beams support the building. The building actually 
consists of three linked principal components: the main central portion (Administration 
Building), a classroom wing and gymnasium (Gymnasium Building) to the north, and the 
Training School Building to the south. The Administration and Training School buildings 
are joined by a two-story link. The entire length of the structure measures approximately 
480 feet. 

The building’s main level is elevated several feet above grade and is the middle floor of 
the building’s three levels.  The basement is approximately half above grade.  The 
building’s formal entrance is at the center of the east elevation at the center portico. 
Secondary entrances are located on the east elevation at the Training School and 
Gymnasium wings. Two other secondary entry points are located on the east side of the 
building, oriented toward the parking in that area.  One is at the center of the east 
elevation directly west of the main portico. It is at the middle level and is served by 
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utilitarian wood stair. The other is in the link between the Training School Building and 
the Administration Building.  

The interior of the Administration consists of a central entry lobby area with open stairs 
that serve all floors. Extending to the north and south of the lobby on all floors are wide 
central double-loaded corridors flanked by classrooms, offices and support spaces.  

The Gymnasium Building to the north is a largely open structure two stories high, with a 
raised running track mezzanine around its perimeter. 

The Training School Building consists of a central atrium with office, classroom and 
support spaces surrounding it. 

The two-story link between the administration building and the Administration Building 
primarily consists of stairs linking the two buildings and providing at-grade access to the 
complex. 

History: The original 1904 building consisted of the central symmetrical five-bay wide 
Administration Building. An addition to the north called the Gymnasium Building was 
completed in May of 1908. It seamlessly extended the Administration Building 
northward to form a new classroom wing, which terminated at a new gymnasium. The 
style was identical to the Administration Building. In its day the gymnasium was 
considered innovative and well-equipped. In 1909, the Training School Building was 
constructed to the south. Again, this addition matched the style of the earlier buildings, 
however this building was detached from them. 

Ca. 1903 and ca. 1906 schematic drawings by the building’s architect E.W. Arnold 
suggest that consideration was given to the continued extension of East Hall into a 
rectangular arrangement of linked buildings surrounding a central courtyard. Indeed, the 
west elevation of the gymnasium is a featureless brick masonry wall, supporting the idea 
that it was intended that the complex be extended westward from this location in the 
future. However, this scheme was not realized. Instead, later buildings were laid out to 
form three sides of an open quadrangle with East Hall forming the east side, the Science 
Building/West Hall and the Power Plant/Speech and Hearing Center forming the west 
side, and the Library/North Hall forming the north side. The Quadrangle was once the 
center of student activity. 

East Hall has been altered several times. A two-story connection between the 
Administration and Training School Buildings was added in 1947. This brick and 
limestone building is in a different style, but with classical elements. The east facade was 
drastically altered in 1979 when the Gymnasium Building and Training School Building 
porticos were removed. Roofing, balustrades, and exterior lighting are among features 
which have been removed or changed over the years. The Administration Building’s 
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remaining portico columns may not be original, because they appear to be hollow steel 
tubes, and lack the entasis that would be expected in classical columns. 

The building currently houses the University’s Archives and Regional History 
Collections. 

Historian: Gregory A. Jones, AIA 

Project Information: In 2013-14, documentation of the Western State Normal School was 
sponsored by Western Michigan University and undertaken by HopkinsBurns Design 
Studio, Ann Arbor, Michigan, in consultation with the Historic American Building 
Survey, Catherine C. Lavoie, Chief.  The field measurements were taken by Eugene C. 
Hopkins, FAIA, Principal; Gregory A. Jones, AIA; Evan Winterson Hall, Assoc. AIA; 
and David B. Rochlen, Assoc. AIA, and the drawings produced by David B. Rochlen, 
Assoc. AIA; Evan Winterson Hall, Assoc. AIA; Jessica M. Green, Assoc. AIA; and Lisa 
Heine.  Dietrich G. Floeter took the large format photographs and Gregory A. Jones, AIA 
served at the project historian. 
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