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WASH HOUSE HABS No. MN-147-M 
(BUILDING NO. 14) 

Location: One-half mile west of Beltrami County Highway 39, six miles south of Blackduck, 
Beltrami County, Minnesota. 

Significance: The Wash House is believed to have been constructed in 1946 by the University 
of Illinois, with materials salvaged from buildings dismantled at the camp. In addition to 
laundry facilities, it originally housed a water heater which provided hot water to adjacent 
Barracks (Building No. 9, HABS No. MN-147-H; Building No. 10, HABS No. MN-147-I; 
Building No. 11, HABS No. MN-147-J; Building No. 12, razed). 

Description: The Wash House is a one-story, rectangular-plan frame building with overall 
dimensions of 10' x 15'. The building is covered with shiplap siding painted green and is 
capped with a low-pitch gable roof covered with blue asphalt shingles. The principal (west) 
facade features an off-center entry flanked by single nine-lite casement sash. The north facade 
includes three nine-lite sash organized as a single group. The trim around all doors and window 
openings, as well as the corner boards, consists of plain wood planks painted green. One metal 
chimney projects from the north slope of the roof. 

History: The construction of this building was formally discussed in the 1946 "Special Use 
Permit" granted to the University of Illinois for the use of the Rabideau Camp. It was noted 
that, "Building number 26 [based on a prior numbering system] is to be constructed by the 
permittee to house a hot water tank, heater, and washroom." It was to be located between 
Building No. 10 (HABS No. MN-147-I) and Building No. 12 (razed), although it was later noted 
that its position had been changed to a location south of Building No. 12. In addition to 
containing laundry facilities, the Wash House provided hot water to the adjacent Barracks 
(Building No. 9, HABS No. MN-147-H; Building No. 10, HABS No. MN-147-I; Building No. 
11, HABS No. MN-147-J; Building No. 12, razed). In a "Memorandum to Students," dated 
June 15, 1949, it was noted, "This is the laundry building and the use of its two stationary tubs 
is available at any time." After the building's boiler exploded in 1952, individual water heaters 
were installed in the camp's barracks. The Wash House itself may have been extensively rebuilt 
as a result of the explosion. 

Sources: The oldest known site plan of the camp while still occupied by the CCC, entitled 
"Rabideau Camp F-50" (ca. 1936), and a site plan by the University of Illinois entitled "Camp 
Rabideau" dated August 1947, both located at the University Archives, University of lliinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, in the Civil Engineering Subject File Record Series 11/5/1; a copy of the 
original "Special Use Permit" dated May 31, 1946 granted to the University of Illinois for the 
use of the Rabideau Camp attached to correspondence, dated January 3, 1950, in a file on the 
Rabideau Camp at the Iron Range Research Center in Chisholm, Minnesota; a letter to the 
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Forest Service, dated August 5, 1985, from Milton 0. Schmidt, Professor of Civil Engineering, 
Emeritus, University of Illinois, in a file on the Rabideau Camp at the Forest Supervisor's Office 
in Cass Lake, Minnesota; and an article in the Blackduck American, 
dated July 9, 1953. See also HABS No. MN-147. 

Historian: Rolf T. Anderson, 1994 
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