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MONTSERRAT RECREATIONAL DEMONSTRATION AREA, 
RETAINING WALLS 

Location: Unnamed branch of Clear Fork Creek, Route 132 south of McPherson 
Street, Knob Noster, north entrance to Knob Noster State Park, Johnson 
County, Missouri. 

Significance: Built by workers of the Work Projects Administration in 1939, the stone 
retaining walls, built to control soil erosion, reflect the larger objectives of 
conservation and reclamation in the development of the Montserrat 
Recreational Demonstration Area. 

Description: The retaining walls line both banks of an unnamed, west-flowing tributary 
of Clear Fork Creek, both upstream and downstream from the Route 132 
bridge. The retaining walls are built of mortared, cut limestone blocks of 
various sizes. Resting on a 6" gravel base, they are built on footings 2'-0" 
high and 4'-0" wide. The walls have a 3'-0"-wide base atop the footings, a 
straight back wall, and a battered front wall sloping to a 1 '-6"-wide top. 
The walls are 8'-0" high at the bridge location, tapering in a stepped 
fashion to approximately 4'-0" high at the ends, where flared wing walls 
placed at acute angles rise to the tops of the bank slopes. Upstream from 
the bridge, the retaining walls run approximately 90' to the edge of the 
park boundary, while downstream from the bridge, the walls extend 
approximately 130' to a county road bridge. 

History: The retaining walls were designed and constructed in 1939 as part of the 
Entrance Development project, Job No. 95(705), in the Montserrat 
Recreational Demonstration Area. The state of Missouri acquired the land 
in 1946 and renamed the area Knob Noster State Park. In conjunction 
with the retaining walls' construction, this section of the stream channel 
was straightened, the adjacent banks were modified to conform to a 1 '6"­
to-1 '-0" slope, and Virginia creeper was planted as a ground cover along 
the tops of the slopes. Since the time of their construction, the retaining 
walls have retained much of their physical integrity, and were listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1985. In conjunction with 
proposed improvements to Route 132 scheduled to begin in 1995, the 
retaining walls will be disassembled and the stones stockpiled for potential 
reuse elsewhere within Knob Noster State Park. 

Sources: "Entrance Development, Job No. 95(705), Montserrat Recreational 
Demonstration Area, Johnson County, Missouri." Blueprints. March 
1939. Jefferson City: Division of Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation, Missouri Department of Natural Resources. 
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