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BRLLICOTTS INH
Fatchez, Adams County, Mississippi

Owner (Or Custodiam)
Natohez Flower Pilgrimage

Date 0f fraction
1790

Architect
Bul lder

Present Condition
Guod

. Number of Stories
- Two

Haterials of Construgtion

Foundation Brick and Jood Frame
Ploors Lower floor, brick;

Bxterior Jalls

Agof

Other #mxisting Records

HABS
C MiIss
(N Te

Second floor, wood;

Basement, Briok floor.

Ellicotts Inn has vaulted ceilings with

long narrow galleries,

Additiosnal bata

This Inn was named for Colonel Andrew Bllicott
of Penng, who here raised the American flag for
the first time in this territory, unofficially
and in defiance of Spanish Governor Gayoeo in

1797. It was once a famous inn on the Natchez
Trace.
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GILREATE'S HILL TAVERN

Camal Street Natchez Adems GCounty Mississippi -
Within one bdlock of 0Old HNatchsz Trace

Even if there were no officlial mention of "(Gil-
reath!s Hill Tavern® in early Natchez records, :
its approximate date of construction might well be
established from its architectural charactsris- -
tice, The method of construction, together

_ with the ornamental wood work and roof lines,
definitely givs it a placs in the Spanish Dom-. Sl T
"4{nion. Its likeness in detsil to ®The Evans B
Home, * the early portion of "Windy #ill Manor,® S
and infosmetton~feen-plctures of "*Concord® may
even 1ndicate the pogeibility of the same ‘build.
ers.

«The house is directly on the edge of a preciw
pice, .a»d some sixteen feet above the street,
Ite celilinge are low; the firet story is brick,
‘stuccoed: the second story sides and rear are
slded with wood; ths front is stuccoed on wood
lath above its gallery's wood wainscot. Across
the front is a two story zallery with an expos-
ed stairway on ocne end parellel with the wall,
The original columns and bannisters are gone
and have been replaced with four by six posts
and rough railings. With proper imagination
one might reconstruct the original picture, us-
ing some of the Louisiana Spanish Colonial hou.
ges, with their turned columns, as a guide,




The most characteristic detail ie perhaps the
rocf line, The central portion or major house
is roofed with a forty-five degree pliteh; the
galleriee, together with the side rooms and
original rear porch, break off of the central
roof, somewhere near its guarter points, with
plitches ranging from five to twelve and seven
to twelve, This condition is prevalent in
most Spanish houses in Mississippi, on Louis-
iana plantations and in New Orleans. The ceil-
ings under the low pitched roofsare vaulted,
following the rafter lines to the center of
the rooms. ' '
.The framing is hand-hewn, cross-braced, mor-
tiged and tenponed, and pegged with wood —- the
lath are hand-split wood 1lath of varying wig-
the and thicknesses, The exterior wood cor-
nice is cut and shaped from splid cypress logs,
and is pitched all arownd the housce toward the
undergrouond cistern. Most of the wood used was
poplar and cyprees.

.The grade, about £ix or eight feet from the
rear, rises vertically to the second floor lev-
el, and is retained by a brick wall., There is
evidenced by the plan the existence of an orig.
inal rear porch, perhaps with a bridge to the
high grade point. There is even a possibility
that this was the original main entrance,

.The entrance doorways, the mantels, the wood
cornices and wood walnecots are exinisite in
detail, and are perfectly executed. The doors,
typical of that period, are flush-paneled on
one side with eeparating bead, and raised-panel.
ed on the other -- some of the raised panels
with mouldings, others without, It ie inter.
esting that euch delicate detail should appear
in & finished building with eo much rongh hand-
cutting in its etructural portions,
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Thé house is very dilapideted -- much of the
‘gtucco is off of the brick work: a portion of
~ the rear wall has broken, and has almost crum-
bled away; the siding has suffered from lack
of painting: and the pine poste and galleries,
. changed from the original in late years, are
in bad repair. For several years the roof
wag not covered, so much of the interior wood-
work and plaster has deteriorated, in most
cases beyond repalr,
.Fhile in its present state of repair, "The
Tavern® would not attréct the casual paseser,
but it must have been a heautiful structure
in its orlginal state, and certainly should
‘not be overlooked by one seeking inspiration
. . for a home thoroughly adaptable to this cli-
mate and this section of the South,.

Rorareg (53¢ & HE




