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FORT PECK INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL, EMPLOYEE'S QUARTERS 
(Fort Peck Indian Boarding School, Building No. 61) 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Location: 

Present Owners: 

Present Occupant: 

Present Use: 

Significance: 

Historian: 

HABS No. MT-70-A 

Building No. 61 is on the northwest corner of Assiniboine Avenue 
and H Street in the proposed Fort Peck Indian Boarding School 
Historic District at Fort Peck Agency. Fort Peck Agency is 
located in the town of Poplar in Roosevelt County on the Fort Peck 
Indian Reservation in northeastern Montana. The community is 
situated directly north of the Missouri River and bounded by 
Poplar River to the north and west. 

Quad: Poplar, MT 
UTM: Zone: 13; Easting 485518; Northing 5328875 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Indian Health 
Service 

Fort Peck Tribes 

Office 

Building No. 61 is a contributing building to the significance of 
the proposed Fort Peck Indian Boarding School Historic 
District. Constructed in 1932, Building No. 61 is one of two 
buildings within the historic district built under the auspices of 
reformist Bureau of Indian Affairs Commissioners in Washington, 
DC who strove to improve conditions at Indian schools. Building 
No. 61 is also illustrative of simple utilitarian plans and designs of 
late 1920s and early 1930s dwellings on Indian reservations. 

Joan L. Brownell 
3203 Country Club Circle 
Billings, MT 59102 
November 2007 
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Building 61 is a historic government dwelling located within the boundaries of the 
proposed Fort Peck Indian Boarding School Historic District at Fort Peck Agency in the 
town of Poplar on northeastern Montana's Fort Peck Indian Reservation (Figure 1). 
From the establishment of the boarding school at Fort Peck Agency in 1882, school 
employees lived in sub-standard housing. Throughout most of the existence of the Fort 
Peck Indian Boarding School, it appears the majority of school employees lived in 
renovated one-story abandoned military log buildings. Poor living conditions for most 
employees, especially Indian employees, continued into the late 1920s and 1930s. 

Calls for better housing became a constant cry in Fort Peck Agency 
Superintendents' annual reports. 1 By 1918, Walter West, a Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) inspector, described one employee's quarters as "a relic of military days" and 
"entirely unsuitable and inadequate for its present use with no modem conveniences.2 

Beginning in the late 1920s, the Fort Peck Boarding School experienced a small 
building boom. The 1928 Meriam Report decried conditions at BIA boarding schools in 
respect to health and education. In response, President Herbert Hoover appointed 
reformists Charles J. Rhoads and J. Hemy Scattergood, as Commissioner and Assistant 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. These men advanced efforts towards improvement of 
boarding school conditions at Indian reservations. Within the Fort Peck Indian Boarding 
School, housing improvements included a wood frame employee's quarters built in 1929 
and a nurses' cottage in 193 0. 

In 1930, notwithstanding these improvements, Superintendent H. D. McCullough 
emphasized that additional quarters for school employees was "badly needed," with all 
rooms and houses occupied.3 The following year (1931), R. C. Mackenstadt, a BIA 
auditor, noted that the Fort Peck Agency had an allotment for the construction of four 
new cottages that "will be a much needed improvement to the agency as most of the 
buildings are old and take considerable repairs each year."4 

In 1932, Superintendent McCullough reported the construction of these four 
cottages, two within the boarding school complex. 5 Building 61 and Building 62, 
immediately north of Building 61, are identical in plan and design. Both two-bedroom 
cottages were built at a cost of $3,000.00 each. There is no standardized plan or project 
number identified for either building which is unusual. Generally, plans and 
specifications for small Indian agency buildings were prepared and processed at a 
centralized construction division established around 1908 in Washington, DC.6 
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Figure 1. Location Map of Building No. 61 (map courtesy of U.S. Department of the 
Interior, Bureau oflndian Affairs). 
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A 1935 Fort Peck Agency map identifies Building 61 as an employees' cottage. 
After the closure of the boarding school around 1937, Building 61 served as government 
employee housing or was offered as a rental unit throughout the twentieth century. In 
194 3, a BIA building report describes Building 61 as a two-bedroom cottage with 
exterior lap siding, wood roof shingles, plaster walls and ceilings and fir and linoleum 
flooring. 7 In 1955, BIA transferred Indian medical facilities, including Building 61, to 
the Public Health Service. Today the Fort Peck Tribes Health Services Department has 
offices in Building 61. 

III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Indian Health Service (IHS) Building 61 is within the boundaries of the town of 
Poplar located on northeastern Montana's Fort Peck Indian Reservation. It is one of three 
historic government dwellings that line the west side of north-south trending Assiniboine 
Street directly south of Riverside Drive. The former boarding school hospital (now the 
Fort Peck Tribes Head Start Center) is situated south of Building 61 across H Street. 
Building 61 occupies a rectangular lot and faces east toward the street. It is of the 
identical plan and design to the dwelling immediately to the north. 

Building 61 is a one-story dwelling of wood-frame construction (Figure 2). Its 
main mass consists of a 33-foot by 25-foot rectangular block with a hipped roof. The 
building rests over a full basement on poured aggregate concrete foundation walls. A 
continuous base board stands directly above the foundation wall, accented with an 
extended lip from the floor boards. All daylight basement windows have been boarded 
shut. A bulkhead covered with rolled asphalt extends off the west foundation wall but no 
longer provides access to the basement. 

The dwelling's wood-frame is constructed of 2 x 4's. Narrow light green 4" 
reveal lap wood siding framed by corner boards sheaths the exterior walls. The 
dwelling's hipped roofs are constructed of 2 x 6 rafters covered by 1 x 8 rough board 
decking and asphalt shingles. The open eaves display exposed roof rafter tails. An 
original brick chimney has been removed. 

Set on concrete blocks, a full-width porch (8' x 25') extends across the front 
(east) facade. The porch sits under the main hipped roof. Originally screened, the porch, 
first enclosed in 1966, is now clad with pressed board vertical paneling. A metal 
handicapped ramp accesses the entrance. The front entry is centered on the porch wall 
and holds a modern aluminum storm door. A one-over-one double-hung metal window 
sits on the front facade south of the entry. Both the north and south end walls of the 
porch contain a small sliding metal window. The only historic fabric visible on the porch 
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Figure 2. Building No. 61 Floor Plan. 
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interior is a headboard ceiling and a few original lengths of original lap siding visible 
near the ceiling. The entry into the dwelling proper is a modern three-panel wood door 
with single upper light. The porch has been divided into two rooms by a partition at its 
north end. A modern wood flush (slab) door accesses this small space. 

A hipped-roof wing (8' by 11 ')projects from the rear (west) elevation. There is a 
side entry on the wing's south wall. A concrete pad with concrete steps and metal hand 
railing leads to a modern slab door and storm door. The wing holds window openings on 
its west and north walls. 

Most of the dwelling's original window arrangement is intact although three out 
of four windows on the south wall have been modified. Two windows have been sided 
over while another reduced in size. The north wall retains two windows across its length 
while the west wall holds two window units with one sided over. The majority of 
windows have been replaced with modern one-over-one double-hung vinyl units. Only 
two historic wood one-over-one windows exist, located at the bath window on the west 
wall and the west wall of the west wing. All windows are protected with metal diamond 
patterned grating. 

The interior of Building 61 basically retains its basic floor plan but in 1985 was 
completely remodeled otherwise. The interior consists of a living room, kitchen, bath 
and an office space. The removal of three closets between the original two bedrooms 
(two bedroom closets and a third that opened onto the living room) created the office 
space. In the rear west wing, an introduced wall supports a door that opens onto the 
basement concrete steps that replaced the original bulkhead entrance. The only historic 
finishing materials remaining within the remodeled interior are simple wood molding at 
some window openings. 

Building 61 represents the simple utilitarian type of dwelling constructed in the 
late 1920s and early 1930s at Fort Peck Indian Boarding School and elsewhere at Fort 
Peck Agency to adequately house government employees. Building 61 retains some 
modest detailing, including narrow lap siding, hipped roof and open eaves with exposed 
rafter tails. The full-width screened front porch, now enclosed, is still a discernible 
feature and reflects sensitivity in the original design towards the hot, mosquito-infested 
summer environment of northeastern Montana. 
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