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STATE BANK oOF NIGBRARA

Location:
U5GS Nicbrara Quadrangls, Universal Transverse ¥ercator
Toordinates: 14 .37S470.4733800.

Present Jwner: Jnitad States of imerica (UJ.S. Army lorps of Ingineevrs,
Omaha District).

Pragant Jssa: Yzcant, schedulsd 5o be demolished. (Demolished after

' this doqumentation was written in 1877
Significance: Since the 1920s, the State Bank of Niobrara, organized

PART I.

in 1913, served as the only bank for the Niobrara commun-
ity. Architecturally, it is a good example of the Georgian
Revival style in the Neo-Adamesque mode and exemplifies

the trend towards various revival styles in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

HISTORICAL INFQRMATION

Physical History:

1. Date of erection: The bhank was built in 1%20 and opened on
AugusTt 21, 1920, as the State Bank or Niobrara,

3

. Architect. None XKnown.

3. Original znd subssquent owners: The lot on which the Bank
now stands changed ownersh p five times before being scld
“o the State 3ank of Niocbrara in 1920 for 31,300. This
property was previously Improved by a structurs (Judging
from Two mortgages Taken ot The oroperty and 2 mechanic!
tlan zza. 1397 "Fop matsrials JTor constructing a certain

aouse) before the sresent structure was Sullt in 1920.

The sank was orderad closed in

1930 when the =2conomic
1ifficulziss »f the =
13

deprassicn 2 cted ~me nation and
Mickrara., In *ay 3L he Bank s reorzanized and re-
namad "Bank of Nloor_ra”.

itarstions: Wo iccaren ilteraticns zppedr to 1ave Deen
3 . T+
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a. frimary and anpublished sources:
O0ffice of the Register of Deeds, Knox lounty, Nebraska.
. 3econdary and published sources:

1

Niobrarz Public Library and Miobrara Bicentsunial

ra
Commiztea {hoock Late2r undatad i375). Nlcbrara
Zantennial, 13855-1955. Niobrara Tribune, 1353

ARCHITECTURAL INTORMATION

A

Generzl Statement:

1. Architecrural character: The State Bank of Niobrara is

a good example of what most closely resembles the Georgian

Revival style with Nec-Adamesque detail

3. Deseription of Exterior

1. Over-all dimensions: The building, rectangular in shape,
measures 25' (three bays) x 80'. It is one-story with a
basement.

2. Foundations: The foundation is cement,

3. dall construction, finish and color: The building has

running bond red brick pearing wall construction., Limestone
and patterned brickwork zre the primary decorative elements.
Limestone is used to accent the entrancs and arched windeow

openings. A combinarion of patterned Hrick and Zimestone
iz usad Tp dafine <he zornize line and create 2 & €
oanel above the door and windows. Decorartive Dartts
Dricks ars loczted below the Two Iront windows creating
symmetrical recessed panels and single strips of headers
ietail the three srched openings on seth the front and
raar siavaticons.
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Chimney: There 1s a2 single chimney Llocated in $the southwest

WALl
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21 the main bvanking room.

Doorways and deors: The front doorway is detailad with
Limestope btrim in a typical classical Jashion. A simpl
entablature is braced by single screlli and acanthus lea
brackets and long rectangular side panels. Above the
entablature, a recessed semi-circular window detailed by

a row of headers, completes the doorway design. The entrance
door contains a single rectangular pane zbove, with four
square panels below.

Fty (D

A cellar door entrance is located in the rear of the
structure.

Windows: The north front entrance iz flanked by two evenly
spaced recessed arch windows formed by the combination of
largze rectangular vanes topped by semi-circular Lights,
These windows echo the proportions of the doorway and result
in a symmetrical Iront facade.

Three gemi~-circular windows on the south (rear) elavation

are in direct iine with those con the front facede, further
amphasizing the symmetry of the struciure.

A large, textured translucent sen-pane skylight on the roof
iz the dominant Teature in the main banking area. A three-
canes smallsr skylight accents the president's office, located

3
4 She 3cuthwest r=ar room of the 2anking area.
12 nung sash windows
angular Iouble hung
ce in ine south wall

Two smallsr patterned one-over-one A0ud
are found in the lavatory with one rect

sash window over ihe 2elliar <cor antran

apove she 2sliar stairs.

D) - . o ) L H w1, a1 . iy
thape, Igvering:  The reof s a2 simple “lat siove fype that

. - <o an H £ A - . e H - o ke
rins Srom front Lo rear 5P the strmucnere. It s covered with
-
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STATE 3ANK OF ¥IOBRARA
TABS Ho. UE-32 {Page )

2. Tarnize: The front cornice is composed 51 2 tand of
rectically set stretchers and 2 band oT aeaders Toopped

Filoor plan: The bank is entered through a small Lt &'
vestibule which orvens intc the main banking area that measures
3B x 237, with 15.4"7 ceiling. Three avanly spaced doorways

lire the south wall 2fF fhe main room. The two west doors lesad %o
she president's office, which is 11" x 13' with 8' ceiling. Orf
of this room, a lavabtory stapds o the 127t a2 szhaircass o Sne
rear 2allar =xit in the center, and a small zloset Lo the
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ig} ast door lzads into a vault area. The vauli arsa
walls are significantly thicker (3! vs. 2'} than those of the
rest of the structure.

Stairways: A stairway of dimensional lumber runs from the base-
ment past the cellar door entrance to the first floor.

Flooring: The public area of the main banking room floor was
originally covered with small white hexagonal poreclain tiles.
Black and white square tiles in a geometric pattern create a
four inch border. In all other areas such a5 behind the tellers
counter and in the office aresas, there is three inch hardwood
flooring. The entire bvank fiocr was covered with wall-to-wall
carpeting in the early 1970Cs.

Wall and ceiling Tinish: Hot pink painted plaster walls and dark
mahogany stalned woodwerk are used throughout. The woodwork
includes a chairrail that m~ins slong the west side wall of the
main panking area and raar office (president's office}, as well as
a tellers counter. Gray marvle {now removed) was used along the
baseboard in the main vanking room. A cream-~colored plaster
ceiling is Tound in the main banking aresa with a heavy ornate
2ormice wid cal Tesatures 2cnsisting o7 dentils and Tead
and reel, sgg and dart a2nd talon moldings. Tn =zddition, purely
ng =25t and west in rlaster or plagter
ling into ihree 2qual rectangular arsas.

)

, . . .
casing, divide the 2
o) i .
Jrenings:

4. Zoorways and docrs: The primary dcors that deserve mention ars

those along the scush wall 57 the main banking room, The three

sTenings are svenly spaced across the south wall, with The dcor-
way on the leit as one faces scuth providing access o the
vault. The wvaullt icor i3 keavy steel with Hrass hardware, silver
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rolcred combimarnion Loek, znd zold Traminzg . Zal
company , the manulactursr of the & i

on She 10or. A aimiliar vaulii 2ntrancs ts found
dent's orffice. Those %Wo ar=2s are separatad Ly a3 wir

aesh scrasn and fsar gas canisters stand inside bHoth

vault doors. The canter and right doors off the zain

room provided access to the president's office for tellers
counter (center) and the zeneral public .(right). These two
doors {now removed) wers mahogany stain with an upper taxiured
translucent pane and three ractangular rzisad panels delow.
All three doorways were accented by semi-circular windows
abova, cr2ating 2 symmetricael rhythm across the south wall.

6. Decorative features: Two skylights, previously mentioned,
provide a major source of natural light for the building. The
larger ten-pane, textured translucent glass skylight is flush
with the ceiling on the interior and has four operable center
pivot vending windows. Above it is a 3-4' airspace over which a
hipped wired glass skylight emerges from the roof. Thiz roof
projection pvrovides light and alsc ventilation through hinged
window openings. The three-paned skylight in the president's
office is of similar design.

7. Mechanical equipment:

a. Lighting: Artifical lighting is provided by suspended
Tloursscent fixturses over the rear third of the nain
banking area (over tellers counter). Fixtures appear o
have been on either side of the central skylight although
they nave since been removed. Modern electrical light
switches are found in =ach room.

b. Heating: Originally the heating system was coal later
convarted %o 0il. A hot air furnace is also used.
D. Site: The pank faces nerth on a naryrow Lot on Zlm Street, She
main commerical street in Niobrara. It was abutted ou doth sides
Wy other commercial structurss which have since been demolished.
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Prapared oy: Xathryn i. 3uras
Historian
Higtoric American 3uiliings sSurvevy
Surmeyr 1377
and
Perry Benscn
Architect
Historic American Buildings Survey
Surmer 1977



DART- TII. SROJICT INFORMATION

Ciat L m i PV Ve W 15 '

he Niobrara project was undertaken hv the dis
ev {HABS) In co-cperation with the Citizens
a. The oroifect was Sinded Sy the .3, Army Zorws of
ct, in compliance with Zxzecuiive Jrisr L1253 as a shl
the construction of the Gavins Point Dam and Lewis and Cl

fort i lark
ake. Under the dirsction of John Poppeliars, chiaf of HARS, the project

“as complated In the HABS Tlaid in Nlobrara, Yebraska during the
summer of 1277 3y orciect sugerV“sor Perry zenboq, Lunivarsity of 7= 1sy_
vania), project nistorian Xathryn 4. Burns {(Ceorge Washington Jni t7),

Taam roraman Larry Jones (Texas Tech b11ver51t ) and student qrchltects
Peter Darlow (McGill University), Lisa Becker (Notre Dame University) and
Darl Rastorfer (Uni rersity of Pennsylvania). The written historical data
was prepared by Kathryn A. Burns and edited by Susan McCeown, historian

in the HABS o‘r;ce, in August 1379, Threa exterior photographs of the
Bank were taken by Sam Amatc on October 3, 1977.



