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COL. PAUL WENTWORTH HOUSE 

Salmon Falla, Strafford County, New Hampshire 

owner 

Date of Erection 

Arohi teot 

Builder 

Present Condition 

Number of Storiea 

Katerials of 
Construction 

Other Existing Records 

Mrs. Frederick s. Blodgett 
:\'tf ~#C.E ~· 1'Ml>AJ,, 1'Yff% 

1701 

Unknown 

Unknown. iSU\LT fott. COL. f'AIAL 'tJENNoRTff 

Originally one room deep 
leanto added • 

EXterior finish and aills 
in very poor condition. 

Two and a half 

Foundations stone. 

Superstructure wood. CLl"\f>BoAR\).S 

Chimney bridk laid in clay. 

Old lime New England 
October, 1928 
by Frank Chouteau Brown 

The building has been moved to Dover, Masaaohussetts. 

Prepared by E. w. Clark, District Officer, December, 1937 
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Addi tiom:1l D!:l ta 

(The house llels not been raeasured ar.d consequently not 

studied.) In a prel:!:mim.ry visit I went over the house with 

Mr. Wendell and k ter wi t;1 Hr(). Rlo6";0tt, 

'J,\J;1e Olriginal house w us 1:1. ce :1t :·al chimney type one roor:1 

deep and two stories hii:;h. '.i!he lean-to was added later and 

it probably contained a new l:itcLen with a large fireplace 

and oven. 

l'rie East Room, First Floor, was undoubtedly the orig-

ini;l kitcllen, containini; ct cooking firepl&ce and oven which 

has since bee:1 cLang!ld to a large livin.; fir·e;.h.ce wit;,out 

-,,:··.· ,_,7r"fii:-'t·;J:_.:, _ __-..:-. 
. '•'apl:8.y and &.,llle'\<h\111 u~· l!v .• c.::_.1c; ui·icks "'t the corner w'.1i oh we 

associate with· later work 1 while the s,1;;!.c.;i, '-'llU corner Of the 

fireplace of the room above 

fir;;t building. The floor 1;uurds are too narrow to be old· 

the extent of the ori1_;Lwl hP.urth is not marked by them. The·\· 

dado with ver:' wide. st.il!'!ti u:iU. J.'Lils, w:d.cl1 t.r·e coi.:irion in this· 

section, runs bP.hind tLF. c0:"L''l' cn;.uo:.i·d. This sut;i;Psts t'i1at 
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the oupboard was an b.ftertriou;;ht. On ei t:,c'l' siLi.e of tl,e door 

to the Kitoh&n, the dado ciap miters <ind drops 00 1;i1E' i'luur. 

This ia a ver~r inLer·tsting trn,trnent tl.ut WP i:li:ve not riet eloe, 

where, .but one wonders 'Where the .o:..1.~"inal doQr was fr0m thill 

old k:!.:~e~en to the well and out-buildi lJt;s. It vws t:er,e rally 

near th~" corner .o:r the room where tlie cu11board now >Jtb.nds. The 

slp1tters 1:1re hir1ced. an<). lay :iuck u~;ainst the pl(.,.;ter -. all. 

This room is rer~; attractive in J roportion alld detail, E·xcept 

for the brick work or tlJe fi1· e pl<- cc v•: ic.:1 i." l·ui te c1·uii.e. 

The West Room, Firtit Floor, is u bird of tcnother fE·«th-
'"~ . 

E;!r. The "!!~ta1>;.out trim of t.he firei1h.ce und t.lie very flat 

mouldings thruugh ,mt t,ie ruurr1 rer :ind.s us uf' tLe refi ne11ent 

tJn,t _preceeded third period worlc. Tl "r" h: "' ve!":· eleboarte 

moulding below the cased c:1iLmey 6irt, the upper ueuller of wbich 

I. 

breaks out, sugc;esting tl1&t tl1ere Vi!.<S sor-1e sort of over-r11antle. 

:ilbe sliding simtters tend t1> ~oufirn Ll1n t.:ut;0estiun thut tl-.e trim 
) 

of' this r· om iB lu0e. Jtill lc,,ter thun the M.hcl.d.ed trim we 

think eu:·~.,.~~;e wiu.e bucd QG t .. ,Lt. '\.ria tl1-, wc;ll treutrnent. 'l'he· 
,; .. ,;,.;....;'•t''.. ··- .,,. 

. . ..,'· ..... _?'\-' ·.·<--~.:-·~·,. <· ·.. ' .. 
room is ver:,• be'Sut:tf?.L·i:ii.tone,. 1;4:u ... \''e co,i,r1:;;; l1etween _plain 

'·-• " 

boards a1iil tl1e mould~d trim oi' sliglrtl.;r.~i:fferent oolo:i: c,,11<i. tex-

ture ia J?leusir1c: in its self. 'Tov·ever tl1e intPJ'F,st in the l'OQ.J!l· 

der1 v"il:,by the •.mew1s. e·L11>l9yt!d 1ia ru tJ,er riodern thun traditio_nal . 
of Co_loniS:l wor'k • The boards are old u1a. ··us we ret1ember 1 t 

·,:_the. ,P.l'~sent 9w11er, !ound ther,1 in plude covered wi t_h w.a.llps.x;er. 
. \ .~ 
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The Second 1!'1001• roou to the '~i.;;~ i1;J unothei• fine 
'• 

interior. It hi.s cased cor;1cr ,,osts, lleu11s, uo cl11d.o, wide 

flu or bu«rds, und w:1 'unusm,l fire ,>lE- cc, with <.n <.rcLed top 

off-set. We huve .found in this iJection tw0 uti.cr «1·ched open­

in,,;s .but in nei thel:' of them 111as the arch
1
off-set, one wi.s built 

about 1700 aric!,.t)le otLer 1795. The pullellinb' w:d pilastiers flank­

ing .... tl:ia firepla·oe :o:r·e nicely wpr;:cd 01it and the wall is very 

pJ,ei:.sing. ··'.Jilfl, pJ.'.Opartion hoviever is t'1in und, su,_s";e Jts work of .. ,. ' ' " 

the revol'll.tioni.ry period • 

. ,., The Second' Floo1• rooms to tlce VfetJ\, «re the r1u:;t inter-

es ting in the house. The L.l<.lin ruow Li ut the back of the house 1 

.:.nd. in front is what !i.J?J,ears to all anti-ru.ow <.nd. bed room for 

a bod.y servant, '.l'he lll!iin room is pai.e~ l"d. on :t'o\.U' wulls. On 

'ti1e1s«. walls the puuelling meets the cusilJt: o:t' ti" girts, and on 

the interior wull the I,Jluster ceiling, without a coL11.Pnsatint: 

I . 
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lhe remainiiic; portioh of the ori.,:;inul house to be 

mentioned is the· stair hall whioh extends from the first 

floor to the EJ.ttic. From the second floor to the attic is 

a heavy olosed s"t:t'ing and. a m>.lulded halid. rail of <. ·uout the 

same p1:1tt&~. that we foi.u1d in the 1705 house on Deer St .'Cct, 

Ports11Joutht l:f, JI, It is EJ.lmost u tudor section. TLere <l'e 

no balusters in t:iis run and. there r.1a~r never h<..ve been any. 

' In the Deer Street Hou8e there v:Eore ]line Li.lustn·s, 2 11 S(iw..1·e, 

This portion of the stair we cv1Hiid.er vriginal, but the run 

from the first to the second floor is an open string type 

<Witll graceful hand rail u.nd decorative pilasters. We think 

thll.t the stair, 'fj,rst to second floor .was rebuilt at about 

:\'th~ p~·iiod of the Revolution at about wliich time we think 

th~t .tne moulded tr:i:ai' of tlie fiuit floor West Room ond. the 

second floor East R.o'Ol!lJ .. Was installed. 
, . 
r .· 

These olci h0uses i.r·e docu1;ieuts ·of cl,aii.,;e in hulJits 
"' "i'''.· .·~J·.;· ,{~:· ·i,,·.:~ • ; ·'" ... 

··.t~·.-"~·''·:'':·',:~r·.~.;at,f'·j(;.,jhe.- iluJe .11·· 1.lE utu i:1 _uc. rticul&r the history 
· ·, • '._,.·., ,· ·'·'' .· ' , '.<;" ',··,, -~~ ··'.~' ?·~1~_:·~, . .1·._:;~\('('''·;~$- c' '. , ., "t 

o! .tl1e .familiea .that; IJ.i'Ye4' 1n t~ent• '.~zl: •pui·e. ".t;st.11c t,ic n"Y ,,e 
1; .· .. : ... 

ahocked at the ol.mie;e in churacier in pae;sing fror.1 tl'J.e· We'llt . · 

•bfld room to the East bed room, 01· froL the :t'irst run of staira ,..,. ' . . 

to .tb• second run of stairs, To wost of t..S the ol,ane;es tell. 

otlier storiea. The desire :for e:;rE,ater refinewent in living 

and su:t-rounctine;s i.11d the .,_ttend.ant loss in d.ireotne.s's t.nd vig"' 

, .. ·. ' ,, . ; . ~ ... .; ; : ,. 
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or•·, '.th~·t$.jri~-~'li oo•er strU.ct'Ur'al members, and. their 
. } .- q•, 

tii:Ulil ob')i~_((~11,~~~~hLth& superf'iet
0

iil.·.treatnient wi1ich re-
.:'- . -., ·~(;"'-' ,._jf;::'fi' ··~1,. ... ' ~: 

pr~ae.n11e .·})ien.;n~~{,t .. a:Il or falsely· rep11eeents them in an 
'·. -·~ ,' ' . ' .. ,1t. ': ... ' " :'·' • . ' 

e tt1;1l't::-Sp:.:~~· .. Ju,'pet-tio1 al eba:i-m
1 

V!hi ab. ref'le cts the 

;\illiok~~i~ l<fi'i~~ ·Qi·;'*o'0¢1'e.l: graces over1 the sturdy ohurac-
,, .. ;·,~ .. >·:·:· \;'~.:0-:~:::·._(,._.,·~:.· .. <· -_-.:-.·."-<:· '·:_ .~- ...... ~ 

te~r?.!-'~~:•~·-·· ''· 
:-: .. }--, >... !/\• ·~ --:~~· . ~ .,. 

,_. ,·· • ·.J 
,_ 

', ·..,,mo. ' 
. ....:.-:.:·: -~·. 
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,'_\·:irr.:y ;.f:t;·~·~-~J.'l'·the Jterso11i;). hil:lto1•~· of the f'amily, its 
:: ~--- "· '·,.';"·"·, '1i,,t•'.-..-"i~'.f(-,,,"~i:._--\'t.:.,."'l 1:,'/_·:.-:_", -~·,:,~~. ·. -.• ~- ,> 

g\;owth or pil'li~bnal idiosfriaracft~a "iii/ expre s1:led in this house 
·'.· • ....... ,._,,._" •• ·_;·/ •• • : • ••• ~.~ .. '.-'!:_ ... i . . . . 

•wi't-h ·thlii "~tar· b'ed room at the bl:i.ok of the house ano. a body 
. ·. ,·. ' ;.,~ 

.. :_'::::·· .. -: .. ::·_·:--.::_-:.;:.-·::_·:·_-;::_:.";_~_< -. ' ',._ ' .. 
. /·•'..1Je~a,nt.,a~·h~ct~-. What~'V'er t(l.les we may uow draw :t'rom it, these 

·.,.·' ::~·,;_: .. ::-~·_, ;--~'{ ·-_ _.·: .' .• ::·':;-·; :- . - . ' ' ~-~ . 

. . \: <lllf 'ft~ll' .i:t undiatu.r'cet ai•e genuine historical do au.men tlij 
' ' I._._.;;_,;·\,·: .. ' , .. 

,.;hicl;'ftafsene ~ and.auooeeding generations if they can be 

, 't,~_,:;,~i~~~;yed. t 
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