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HABS~NH 35

COL. PAUL WENTWORTH HOUSE

Selmon Palla, Strafford County, New Hampshire

owner

Date of Erection

Arohiteot
Builder

Present Condition

Number of Storiea

Materials of
Construction

Other Existing Records

The building has been moved to Dover, Masaaohussetits.

Prepared by E. W. Clark, District Officer, December, 1937

' <z 22, &

HABS
Page 1.
8 N.H.
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Mrs. Frederiok S. Blodgett
XY PRINCE ST, NewToN, MAGs

1701
Unknown

Unknown. Bu\LY For. COL, PARL WENMTWORTH
Originally one room deep
leanto added.

Exterior finish and aills
in very poor condition.

™o and a half

Foundations stone.
Superstructure wood. CLAPBOARDS
Chimmey bridk laid in clay.

0ld Time New England
October, 1928
by Frank Chouteau Brown
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Additionul Duta
FPAUL WEITWORTID tLUSE «
(The house lius nots beexi nessured ard consequently not
stuciieci.) In a preliminary visit I went over the house with

¥r. wendell and leter witiu Mras. Blodjett,

The ariginal house wus @ cential ciiimney type one roou

l . deep and two stories high. The lean-to was added later and ) ) ;.%'rf
A it probably contained & new kitchen with & lerge fireplece
and oven.

Tne Fust Room, First Floor, was und'oubtedly he orig=
inal kitcuen, containing & cooking fireplesoe und oven which
has since been chunged to & large livin: fireplice witiout

an oven. Tue Jambs of the firepluce wre lald witlh &« wide

“splay end-a. methud o bu Gi.g bricks wi the corner wiich we
associate with luter work, while the splay wud corner of ‘the. '™

firepluoce of the room above 1t seens conteriporary with the .-

the extent of the orisinal heurth is not parked by them. The '

- B dudo with verr wide siiles wiG :eils, wlhich e Gomnion in this”
e section, runs behind tle curaer cunbourd. This suggests thet
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the oupbéari,wa$ arl afterthought. On eitier siae of the door
t0 the Kitdhéﬁ;ffhe dado oup miters.and drops to vihe flour.
Thig ia awvefv interesting trestment that we neve not net else,
‘where: but ‘one wonders wuere the o:i“lnal door was from this
old kitchen to the well and oub=buildis. It wus zenerally
near the eorﬂer of the room where the oupboard now standg. The
shuttera are hlnged and lay back ayainst the plaster vull.
This room 1s ery attractlvp in yroportion and deteil, except

‘for the brick work oi tae firepluce v lcn 1s culte cirude.

‘ The West Room, First i"leor, is a bird of sncther feath-
er. The iﬁéﬁkpoOut trim of tvhe fireplece and the very Llat
mouldings thruugh vut tue room renindd us of tlie refinement
thut precaeded third pPrlOd work. Tirre is « very elebouarte
moulding below the cased cuiuney girt, the upper neuber of which

'breaks out, auégestlng tiiat there wuas scme sort of over-mantle.

'.Lhe sliding snutters tend te confirm tihe suggoestion thut the trim

p

of tuis room is Jluve. OFill later thun the uoulided lrim we.

think awaﬁ‘}e wi@e howtrds Leet Turn blie well trectment. Lhe

TOOL 13 Ver* be&u 1Tu1,in %bne..unu tue coil.riot hetween pléin

boards and the moulded trim'oi sngh~1y different oolor el bex~

ture is pleasing in its self. Ilovever the interest in png‘xoem-fﬁ}

11&erivei?b? the=ﬁ9awsuemployéd,ié rather modern than treditional

of Colonlal woxk i Thé boards are old end ‘as we renemver it

the present ownex “ound them in plaee covered Wltn wallpapar.
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¥aul VWeatworth douse-Pag 3.

‘The Second Floor roou 1o the Test is unother fihe‘

interior. It hus cased. goruer pObtb, h&ule, no dado, wide

floor boards, und il unusuu; ”irekAace wztn wn wrehed top
'off-set. We huve founﬂ in thld section two other wrched open-,m
inss but in neither of them wgs the arch)off-set, one Was_built,
about 1700 and the ot‘er 1785. ‘The punelling wrd pilasters flankq'
' ing.‘..thé f‘irepla“ce sre nlcely. woried ot snd the wall is very
fpleasing. ?Hﬁ ‘propartion Lowever is txln and sugeests work of

tae revolution&ry period.
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“'. The Becond Floowr rooms 10 the Wesl are the rcst inter-

‘.L

esting in' .'the'." house. The wmuin roow is st tue back of the house,
and in front is what sppears to au enti-room wnd bed room for

a4 body servhnt. .l_'Thé ‘mein i‘oom is pu.e,led on four walls.  On
’thgs:_Walis the'panelliﬁg weets the cusing of the girts, Qhﬁ Qh'
" fhe inpe.r.‘io'r wall the z;ilust‘e':_rﬂcléiling, w'i‘thout & conpensating |

Cwouldiies. IV is thiree panels nigh witi, une small puuel ab the

" 483 wle very cide wnd ‘t:.he proportlon squarel" d
1t fa
in stbéngth and’ paxtarn and posaler the earliest all*paﬁt*'

_and vigeroua. '#%mm@unlgue iu tiis section

) room about here.. I hope ‘that future atud3 will show that 1t

*ﬂ_ﬁrs original with the house. ﬂhare is however -4 aesorepdncy?kdv

fﬁween size nf ﬁha brick firnpl&ce cgening and the wooa eyaning
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Faul Wentworth ﬁoﬁse-Pa¢e 4,

.

The remsining portion of the original house to be

mentioned is the. stalr hall whioh extenas from the first
floor'to the ettic. From the second floor to the attic is
alhéa?y cldse¢ gt#ing'énd é'mQulded hend rall of cbout the
saﬁe-ﬁéfﬁ?gnhﬁhat we found in the 1705 house on Deer St.cet,
Portswouth, N. He It is aimost g tudor section. There sie
 no balusters in this run and thehe Lay never heve bteen uzny.
,In the Deer Street Ioude there were pine valusters, &% sgwle.
: This'pArtidh of thé gtalr we consider vriginal, but the run

from the firat to the éecond floor is an open stiring type

.?with'graceful hand’rail und decorative pilasters. We think
.Lli;that the stair first to gecond floor wes. rebuilt at about
the p&riod of the Revolution st sbout which time we think
;ﬁh;t‘tha moulded trim ‘of tue first floor West Room end the

~‘he second floor Baust Roomiwav irstelled. x
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_ These old houses are doéumentsﬁuf clhalge in habits

S e :

, _;-,past%"f,-;mga;;ﬁpp hole
| or e famllies £ 3 ,_»iiea i ﬁﬁtﬂ.i?a puve. sesticiic nay le

, :

ahoeked at the ahdnée in cnuracter in paubing fron the Weﬁt

*.rle sna in werticuler the history

w.bed room to the E&bt bed room, or frou the first run of stairs .

"to¢$he seoond‘run ¢f stairs. To wost of .8 the olanbea tell

other stories. The desire for greater refinenent in liV1n5

and sutroundaings snd the wttendant loss in diveotness wnd vige







