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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDEINGS SURVEY

HARRINGTON-SMITH BLOCK (Opera House Block) HABS No. NH-209

Location: 18-52 Hanover Street {North side of street between Elm
and Chestnut Streets, bounded north by Derryfield Lane
and west by Nutfield Lane) Manchester, Hillsborough
County, New Hampshire.

USGS Manchester South Quadrangle, Universal Transverse
Mercator Coordinates:
Zone: 19 Easting: 299260 Northing: 4762550

Present Owner: Stebbins Associates, Inc.
332 Lincoln Street
Manchester, New Hampshire 03103

Present Use: Vacant

Significance: The ambitious, four-story Harrington-Smith Block,
occupying 200' of Hanover Street frontage, was
completed in January 1881 from designs by John T. Fanning.
it was built in the historic downtown core of Manchester
to combine commercial/retail street floor space with
offices in the upper floors and two ells and a grand
opera house joined to the north side of the main block,
(The opera house portion of the block, owned separately
since the time of construction, was totalty destroyed by
fires in March, 1985 along with the west ell.)

The block, described as Queen Anne in style at its
completion, is significant as the most impressive
surviving example of High Victorian commercial architec-
ture in Manchester and is a distinctive New Hampshire
example of the vigorous, polychromatic manner stylish

in the 1880s. The scale of the block and its effectively
articulated principal facade produced the most important
architectural monument in the block just east of Elm
Street, historically Manchester's principal commercial
thoroughfare.

The building is significant as one of only three known
extant buildings designed by architect and nationally
distinguished hydraulic engineer, John T. Fanning
(1837-1911}. The Harrington-Smith Block appears to
have been his last major work as an architect.

The block derives significance in the field of
journalism as the publishing and printing site
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of important local and statewide newspapers from 1884-
193G.. With the adjacent Mirror Block, the Harrington-~
Smith Block was at the heart of Manchester's press
district. Under the ownership of Col, Frank Knox, a
Progressive Republican pelitical figure of national
stature, and his partner John Muehling, the Manchester
Union-Leader newspapers emerged in 1922 as the sole
English-language dailies in the c¢city. In recent
decades the Union-Leader has become nationally known
as a conservative political voice.

The Harrington=Smith Block is significant also as the
site of the offices of important public utilities
through a thirty-year period of expansive vitality in
Manchester. The People's Gas Light Company, long
dominant in lighting Manchester's mills, houses, stores
and streets, was a tenant from 1892-1895, The primacy
of electricity for both lighting and public transporta-
tion was established by 1895-1926 tenants, the
Manchester Electric Light Company and the electric and
street railway companies with which it had been merged
by the end of the 19th century,

For nearly a century, patrons of opera, drama, concerts
and film entered the theater through the focal, arched
central entrance which still dominates Hanover Street.
fn spite of the destruction of the opera house at the
rear of the building and the west ell, the principal
block with its ornate pressed brick facade remains
significant as an important architectural symbol
recalling the flowering of Manchester's cultural
development during the period of its most rapid growth
in wealth, population and pretension.
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PART 1. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History:

1. Date of erection: 1880-188]1. The Manchester Mirror and American,
January 20 and 21, 1881, describes in great detail the construction
history and appearance of the just-completed block. (See Exhibit 1)
Excavation began in the spring of 1880 after contracts were signed
on April 15. A plan showing part of the basement only, and signed
"J. T. Fanning, Arch't," was received February 22, 1884 and filed
as Plan #8 at the Hillsborough County Registry of Deeds.(See Exhibit 11).

2. Architect: John T. Fanning. {Mirror and American, January 20, 1881)
Fanning (1837-1911) was a native of Norwich, Connecticut, where he
studied both architecture and civil engineering. As city engineer
he designed the water works and a cemetery for Norwich in the 1860Qs;
before 1872 he also designed ''many mills, public and private
buildings and bridges in eastern New England,! according tc the
National Cyclopaedia of American Bjography (Vol. 9, pp. 38-39).

He was hired in 1872 to design a new water system for Manchester and
lived in the city until his departure in 1885. While the National
Cyclopaedia states that Fanning was the architect of many houses

and business blocks in Manchester, only two other extant structures
have been identified as his work, (See 11, B., below) While in
Manchester, Fanning undertook consulting jobs for the water
departments of New York City and Boston and wrote the first edition
of A Practical Treatise on Hydraulic and Water Supply Engineering
(1877), described as being of '"'such practical value that, in revised
and enlarged form, it had run into sixteen editions by 1906."
(Dictionary of American Biography, 1931, Vol, 3, p. 267). After
leaving Manchester, Fanning worked on a wide range of major hydraulic
engineering projects - water power, sewage treatment drainage, water
purification and supply - in Montana, lowa, |llinois, Minnesota,
Nebraska, Washington, Alabama and Texas. He was a fellow of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science, a director of
the American Society of Civil Engineers and president of the
American Water Works Asscciation.

3. Original and subsequent owners: References to the chain of title to
the land upon which the structure stands are in the office of the
Hillsborough County Registry of Deeds and Probate Records, 13 Temple
Street, Nashua, New Hampshire.

Legal description: Two certain parcels of land with the buildings
thereon, situated in Manchester, County of Hillsborough and State of
New Hampshire, bounded and described as follows:
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PARCEL A: Beginning at the intersection of the Northerly line of
Hanover Street with the Easterly line of a passageway 20 feet wide,
known as Nutfield Lane; thence Northerly by said Easterly line of
Nutfield Lane, 146 feet to the Southerly line of a passageway 20 feet
wide known as Derryfield Lane; thence Easterly by said Southerly line
of Derryfield Lane 63-1/2 feet to land now or formerly of Manchester
Opera House Company; thence Southerly by said land of Manchester
Opera House Company 36-1/2 feet to land formerly of John B, Smith;
thence southerly by said John B, Smith land 46 feet to said Northerly
line of Hanover Street; thence Westerly by said Northerly line of
Hanover Street 100 feet to the point of beginning, being the Westerly
section of the Opera House Block, so-called, and the same conveyed to
John Cashman by a decree of the Superior Court for said County of
Hillsborough at the May Term of said Court 1924 on record in said
County Registry of Deeds and in the records of said Court, and are
agreements set forth therein,

PARCEL B: Beginning at the Southeast corner of said granted premises
and the Southwest corner of land now or formerly of West, Bartlett,
Hill and Gay on the North side of Hanover Street; thence running
Northerly on the line of said last named land 146 feet to a passage-~
way 20 feet wide, now called Qerryfield Lane; thence Westerly on said
Oerryfield Lane 43 feet, 8 inches, to land now or formerly of the
Manches ter QOpera House Company; thence Southerly on said Opera House
Company land 25 feet 6 inches; thence by land of said Opera House
Company by an arc of 90 degrees and of 6 feet radius, 9 feet and
L/tenths of a foot; thence Westerly by land of said Opera House
Company 8 feet, 6 inches; thence Southerly by landof said Opera House
Company [6 feet; thence Westerly by said Opera House Company land

6 feet; thence Southerly by said Opera House Company tand, 52 feet

6 inches; thence Westerly by said Opera House Company land 36 feet

6 inches to Jand now or formerly of the Harrington heirs; thence
Southerly by said Harrington Heirs land 46 feet to said Hanover Street;
thence Easterly on said Hanover Street 100 feet and 8 inches to the
point of beginning.

Reserving and excepting therefrom all and every right and privilege
contained in and granted by the deeds of John B, Smith to said
Manchester Opera House Company dated April 12 and April 27, 1880 and
recorded in Volume: 451, Page: 454 and Page 500 in said County
Registry of Deeds, and contained in and granted by a certain agree-
ment between said John B. Smith and said Opera House Company dated the
12th day of April, 1880, and recorded in said Registry, Volume: 472,
Page: 46, but granting and conveying to said grantee any right of
reversion which remains to grantor herein or to said John B. Smith
in the premises by him conveyed to said Opera House Company by deeds
hereinbefore designated. Said granted premises are hereby conveyed
subject to the conditions, limitations and restrictions contained in
deed of a part thereof from Charles Wells and others to said John B,
Smith dated June 16, 1880 and recorded in Volume: 456, Page: 24 of
said Registry.
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This conveyance is also subject to the foliowing:

1. Hillsborough Superior Court Decree E-82-377, dated January 23,
1984 ; recorded in Volume 3153, Page 2.

Dated this 28th day of August, 1984,

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
HILLSBOROUGH, SS.

Below, (A) refers to west (Harrington) side of block;
(B} refers to east (Smith) side of block.

1866  Deed, September 6, 1866, recorded in Volume 364, page 292,
Susan M, Stackpole to Edward W. Harrington (A).

1866  Deed, September 6, 1866, recorded in Volume 364, page 293.
Joseph L. Stackpole, guardian of Henry Stackpole, to
Edward W. Harrington (A}.

1879  Deed, May 16, 1879, recorded in Volume 447, page 44i4.
First Congregational Society to Alfred Quimby and John B,
Smith (A).

1880 Deed, February 2, 1880, recorded in Volume 451, page 322.
Alfred Quimby et al., to John B. Smith (B).

1880  Deed, June 16, 1880, recorded in Volume 456, page 24.
Charles Wells et al., to John B. Smith (B).

1894  Deed, February 19, 1894, recorded in Volume 540, page 256.
John B. Smith et al., to the Union Publishing Co. (B),

1902  Deed, November 4, 1902, recorded in Volume 615, page 1.
The Union Publishing Co. to Manchester Savings Bank (5/8 B}.

1902 Deed, November 4, 1902, recorded in Volume 615, page 2.
The Union Publishing Co, to Manchester National Bank (3/8 B).

1914  Deed, May 4, 1914, recorded in Volume 721, p. 409.
Manchester National Bank to Delana B, Curtis (3/8 B},

1916 Deed, November 26, 1916, recorded in Volume 746, page 601.
Delana B. Curtis to Walter M, Parker (3/8 B).

1924  Superior Court Decree, recorded September 4, 1924, in
Volume 832, page 416,
Virginia B. Hart et al., to John Cashman (A).
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1945  Deed, June 18, 1945, recorded in Volume 1D84, page 47.°
Margaret Cashman to Manchester Savings Bank (A).

1946 Deed, April 12, 1946, recorded in Volume 11D0, page 287,
Manchester Savings Bank to E.B.M. Realty Corp. (A and 5/8 B),

1946 Deed, April 13, 1946, recorded in Volume 1105, page 204,
Char lotte Parker Milne to E.B.M. Realty Corp. {(3/8 B).

1979 Deed, August 2, 1979, recorded in Volume 27D9, page 469.
E.B.M. Realty Corp. to Louis and Aphrodite Georgopoulos
(A& B). '

1982 Deed, June 15, 1982, recorded in Volume 2926, page 7D5.
Louis Georgopoulos to David T. Brady (A & B).

1984  Peed, August 24, 1984, recorded in Volume 3204, page 543.
David T. Brady to Stebbins Associates (A & B).

Builder, contractor, suppliers: The Mirror and American, January 21,
1881 (Exhibit 1}, lists the principal and sub-contractors and the
suppliers of building materials. The important Manchester firm of
Head & Dowst was the prime contractor for the building above the
foundation. Sub-contractors, from Manchester unless otherwise noted,
were: J. B. Emerson, excavation; Daniel W. Garland and A. K. Brown,
foundations; Cate & Dickey, bricklaying; Pike & Heald, tinning, steam
heating and plumbing; Cushing & Son {Lowell, MA), galvanized cornices;
E. J. Williams, slating; William B. Abbott, painting; J. Hodge, doors,
sash, moldings and stair railings; George P. Atwell, cut granite.
Suppliers included E. F. Monay (Boston), Nova Scotia sandstone
trimmings; Terra Cotta Company of Boston, terra cotta trimmings;

R. Sherburne & Co. {Boston}, plate and ground glass; Thomas A. Lane,
J. B. Bacheler and Pike & Heald, gas piping; R. Holland & Co., and
McKenna {Boston), gas fixtures and electric lighting.

Specialists in theater construction, stage set design and furnishing
were brought in for work on the theater portion of the building:

J. T. Stafford {Brooklyn), gallery framing and stage carpentry; Senor
F. Arrigoni {(New York), scenery and backdrops; J, E. Henay {Concord,
NH)}, mural painting. :

Original plans and construction: The only plan by the architect to
be located is a partial plan of the basement signed by J. T. Fanning
(See Exhibit I1). A detailed description of the estimated $6D,0D0
building as it appeared at completion was published in the January
2D, 1881 Mirror and American:
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The Hanover Street front of the block is constructed of :-zssed
brick with Nova Scotia sandstone and terra cotta trimmi=:z: in
the modern, mixed Queen Anne style of architecture, and "z3

its boldly projecting pilasters, its symmetrical groupinz of
door and window openings, its carved decorations and the
conspicuous arched entrance to the Opera House. The two side
sections contain together ten commodious stores, one hundred
offices and two small halis....Conspicously prominent on the
front of the westerly section of the structure, standing out
in bold relief on a granite block is the name '"Harrington,"
and similarly constructed in the easterly section is the name
of “Smith." (See Exhibit 1)

This account gives the dimensions, shown in the 1985 floor plans (see photos
15-19), of the unequal west and east rear ells and of the
separately owned central rear theater ell with curved, three story

stair and dressing room tower at the northeast corner. It also

describes the arrangement of offices, rooms and halls off the U-shaped
corridors which extended from the main block into the rear ells in

the upper floors; the interior finishes of Michigan pine; the flooring

of birch and maple in the stores and southern pine on the upper

floors; and the furnishings, stage sets, murals and lighting of the

theater.

The three-story, west ell, demolished in August, 1985 extended north
along Nutfield Lane to Derryfieid Lane; it contained an additiconal
entrance to the building and originally three commercial spaces
filling the width of the first floor, with storefront entrances on
both Nutfield Lane and on the east side of the ell, These entrances
were framed by ornamental cast iron columns with granite lintels.

Art Nouveau art glass ornamented the transom lights of the storefronts
along the east elevation, facing the theater, The Mirror and
American refers to the intended use of these storefronts for
restaurants. The third story contained offices originally fitted out
for photographer Lyman W. Colby, with a studio containing 15' by 20°
expanse of glass on the north wall,

An engraving of the principal (south) elevation was first published

in John B. Clarke Co.'s Manchester Directory for 1882 (opposite p. 128).
(See Exhibit 3)* It shows the eight storefronts on the front of the
building, with recessed entrances and large plate-glass windows and
transom lights, as well as the original fenestration and ornamental
features of the upper stories which are essentially intact today, and
the three original gabled pediments above the entrance pavilions.

No changes from the apparent original appearance of the principal

facade are evident in the earliest known photographic view (circa

1892). (See Exhibit 4)*

*Photographic copies of Exhibits 3 and 4 have been fidad ascéiedd records.
Xerox copies of these exhibits are filed with this report, pages 32 and 33.
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Alterations and additions, exterior: The first known addition to the
property had occurred by 1892, The original three-story east rear

ell extended only to within 45' of Derryfield Lane and had been
occupied since 1884 by the Union newspaper, owned by Dr. Joseph Moore.
Hurd's Atlas of 1892 {(page 76) shows a separate, small square building
outline at the rear of this ell. By 1896, when the east half of the
block was owned by the Union Publishing Company, this small structure
had been joined to the ell by a bridge or passageway of some sort.
(Thomas Flynn, Atlas of the City of Manchester, plate 5)

A photographic view, c. 1312, looking west on Hanover Street shows
the addition of a vertical.sign with the new name of the theater,
Hauditorium,' suspended above the central entrance on the principal
facade. No other aiterations are evident in this photograph.
Presumably, the round arched panel bearing the words '"Opera House'
over the entrance had beenobscured by this date.

In 1913-1914, the small structure and passageway at the rear of the
east ell were removed and a three-story extension 32! wide and 45!
long was added, bringing the north wall of the structure to Derryfield
Lane. This new construction enlarged the eli for the expanded
publishing operations of the Manchester Union-Leader newspapers
created by the 1913 purchase of the Union by the Manchester Leader
(Manchester Union-Leader, February 12, 1914), Ownership of this side
of the Harrington=-Smith Block was at the time divided between the
Manchester Savings Bank and the Manchester National Bank,

Visual evidence suggests that some storefront remodeling on the front
facade occurred in the teens. The westernmost store at 18 Hanover
Street contained lozenge-shaped Arts and Crafts style leading in the
transom lights. The transom lights at 36 Hanover Street, immediately
east of the central entrance, contained grid-like leading and the
number ''36" in the same style. Ownership of the west side of the
building still rested with the Harrington family; the Manchester
Savings Bank and members of the Walter Parker family bheld undivided
interests in the east side.

A fuzzy photograph of the building appearedin the Union-Leader of

May 19, 1845. |t shows that numerous storefront alterations had
occurred, including a curved, 'moderne'' remodeling at the storefront
immediately east of the west entrance pavilion, featuring facing of

a light colored material and a projecting sign. A horizontal "'Strand"
marquee hung from chains above the central entrance, replacing the
eariier vertical sign. The west side of the block had been owned
since 1924 by John Cashman of Haverhill, MA; ownership of the east
side remained unchanged. Most of the ornamental finials which
surmounted the pediments above the entrance pavilions and the facade
piers had been removed by 1945, leaving the still extant copper bases.
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Ownership of the east and west sides of the block, excluding the
theater, was first unified following conveyances in 1945 to the

E. B. M. Realty Corporation owned by the Machinist family of
Manchester. Ownership remained with the family until 1979, The
"entire front facade above the storefronts and the west wall of the
main block were painted white in the 1950s. {(Milton Machinist
telephone interview by C. W. Closs, May 7, 1985} Second-story
windows of the primary facade and the west wall of the main block
were blocked down with wooden panels and fitted with aluminum windows;
dark bronze sash was employed for those on the front. <Changes to all
of the original storefronts continued to occur, dictated by
contemporary marketing trends, resulting in an incongruous mix of
form, styles and materials. The two original subordinate pediments,
which flanked the central facade element, were removed and capped in
the 1950s as a maintenance measure.

Two fires swept the separately-owned, opera house element at the

rear of the Harrington-Smith Block in March, 1985, entirely gutting
the theater and also causing irreparable damage to the west ell,
These structures were removed from the site in August and September
of 1985, commencing with the west ell. The penthouse, covering the
three central bays of the main block and extending north over the
theater space, was completely destroyed above the theater and
extensively damaged above the main block of the building, particularly
the timber roof trusses, slated roof and south gable end, and (four)
side dormers. At the west end of the main block of the building, the
roof, fourth-story floor and sash in the upper story were destroyed.
Damage toc the main block is recorded in a diagram in Exhibit 5.

The process of rehabilitation of the surviving main block and
undamaged east ell by the present owners, Stebbins Associates, began
in August, 1985, with the removal of storefornts on the front facade,

Alterations and additions, interior: The first documented interior
alteration occurred in 19131914, when the east rear ell was altered
and enlarged to accommodate the expanded operations of the Union-
Leader newspapers. Walls between the main block and the el]l were
altered, old partitions removed and new ones installed, according to
the Union-Leader of February 12, 1914, and new flooring laid. The
new ell extension was of heavy timber mill construction to sustain
the weight and vibrations of the large new press installed on the
first floor and the composing equipment on the second floor., Heavy
timber posts and girts were left exposed in this addition,

Major alterations to the independently-owned theater were made in
1938 after the original sharehoiders of the Manchester Opera House
Company sold out to the New Hampshire Amusement Company, and

included reducing the depth of the stage, to accommodate more seating
for film audiences, and changes in decor. (L. Ashton Thorp,
Manchester of Yesterday, pp. 293, 335)
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There is visual evidence of repeated remodelings of store and office
spaces and of the installation of replacement heating, iighting and
olumbing systems. A passenger elevator was added to the central

core ¢. 1950. ({Machinist interview} In the late 1970s, offices

in the three upper stories of the main block and west ell were
converted for residential use, with bathrooms and partitions added

to subdivide the original spaces. The east rear ell and its 1913~
1914 extension were converted to dormitory space {(SR0O) for low-income
occupants during this period., On all three storijes, dropped ceilings
were installed; partitions created a corridor extending through the
formerly open space of the ell extension and divided the spaces into
rooms; wall paneling and plumbing were installed.

Fire, smoke and water damage from the two fires of 1985 either

destroyed or rendered unusable much of the interior finish of the
upper stories of the west and central portions of the bliock; water
damage affected all floors of the entire block, (See Exhibit 5 )

Historical Context:

The City of Manchester, formerly Oerryfield, was essentially the creation
of the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company, a cotton textile manufacturing
corporation which began its rapid development using the power of the
Amoskeag Falls on the Merrimack River in the late 1830s. The company
propel led Manchester from a small town of 837 inhabitants Into New
Hampshire's largest city by mid-century. A bird's eye view recorded the
city in 1876 (See Exhibit © )% By the early twentieth century,
Manchester was the world's largest cotton textile producer,

‘Street frontage of the Harrington-Smith Block begins 95' east of Eim
Street, Manchester's principal commercial thoroughfare., Elm Street
roughly parallels the Merrimack, Between Elm Street and the river, the
textile mills and corporation housing once owned by the Amoskeag Company
extend for a mile along the east river bank.

The corporation initially owned all the land in downtown Manchester. The
first conveyance by the company of property east of Elm Street occurred
in 1838, when 147 parcels, in an area three blocks square bounded by Elm,
Hanover, Lowell and Union Streets, were either sold for private develop-
ment or donated for religious and public uses. {Amoskeag Manufacturing
Company, ''Lots of Land to be Sold at Auction'' and '"'Amoskeag Manufacturing
Company Plot Plan Record Book!') Eim Street developed with three- and
four-story brick, gable-roofed business blocks; the Gothic Revival City
Hall, built in 1846-1849 to replace an earlier town hall, still stands on
the west side of Elm Street opposite its intersection with Hanover Street,
Churches, houses and ''ten footer! shops, predominately of frame construc-
tion, and a park occupied the blocks to the east of Elm Street.

*A photographic copy of this exhibit has been filed as field records.
A xerox copy is included as part of this report, page 35.
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Virtually all that remains of the mid-nineteenth century, initial phase

of development east of E£Im is the public park (Concord Square) in one of
the two blocks set aside for this purpose, and a few frame Greek Revival
style houses.

By 1870,'Hanover Street, in the block between Elm and Chestnut Streets,
had become the focus for major new construction. Still standing is the
four-story, brick, mansard-roofed Odd Fellows Hall (1871) on the south
side of the street. A three-story brick, ltalianate commercial block
was built in 1876 to house a new post office in the lot: just east of
the Harrington-Smith Block site. The still extant block (Mirror Block
or 0ld Post Office Block) also contalned stores, offices, and the
publishing and printing facilities of the Mirror newspapers.

Among the last of the original buildings to be demolised in this Hanover
Street block was the frame, Greek Revival style First Congregational
Church (1839). |Its site became availabie when the congregation decided
in 1879 to build a new church at the corner of Hanover and Union Streets
to the west. This lot, Amoskeag #135, and #136 to the west of it, from
which a Greek Revival style house and a lijvery were removed, comprised
the site of the Harrington-5mith Block on the eve of construction.
(Kibbee Scrapbook #13, p. 23, shows the house; the livery was illustrated
in a clipping in the Business Blocks file, Manchester Public Library.)

The developers of the block, Harrington and Smith, were prominent
Manchester figures whose names are recorded on the Hanover Street facade,
Edward W. Harrington was the son and namesake of a restaurateur, real
estate investor, banker and former mayor of Manchester, (Pictorial
Manchester, p. 65) Among the real estate holdings the senior Harrington
left.his heirs was Amoskeag Lot #136, the west half of the site, John
Butler Smith, of Hillsborough Bridge, New Hampshire, was a successful
textile manufacturer and an investor in Manchester real estate; he was
elected governor of the state in 1893. (H. C. Pearson, ''Leaders of New
Hampshire,'' Granite Monthly, July 1911, pp. 191-196) Ownership of the
block was divided down the centerline of the building; Harrington and
his family owned the west half and Smith the east half.

Both Harrington and Smith were promoters of and charter investors In the
Manchester Opera House Company which was organized in 1880 to finance a
modern theater. The central ell at the rear of the new Harrington-Smith
Block was planned as a 1500-seat opera house, to be owned by the stock-
holders. In April and June of 1880, the land on which this part of the
building was to be built was deeded to the Manchester Opera House
Company by Smith and the Harringtons, along with right-of-way easements
extending from Hanover Street, through a vaulted corridor along the center
line of the main block of the projected building to the theater; John B,
Smith also secured a party wall agreement with the owners of the Post
Office Block at the east edge of the site. {Deeds 451/454, 451/500,
472/46, h56/24)
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Edward Harrington became manager and treasurer of the Opera House Company
and was also proprietor of the Nutfield Ciub, located in the first story
of the west ell at the northend, until his death in 1914. (Probate
Docket #29186)

The lengthy coverage accorded the completion of the Harrington-Smith
Block by the Mirror and American of January 20 and 21, 1881 (See Exhibit
1), was indicative of the importance of the structure. The newspaper
lauded the ""push'' of the men who financed the new block and theater,
hailed the building as a statement of the status of Manchester {with a
population of 32,000 and ''no second-rate business place'), and praised
the ornate Hanover Street facade with its prominent central entrance to
the "artistic temple within."

The prime contractor was the firm of Head & Dowst, who, along with Mead,
Mason & Co., were Manchester's premier huilders in the last decades of

the century. The firm is credited with the construction of numerous
important commercial blocks and civic, religious and residential buildings.
It was started by W. F. Head and Frank Dowst in 1872, with Dowst in charge
of the firm's Manchester projects. {(George Bacon, Manchester, p. 11;
Manchester Board of Trade Journal, January, 1902, p. 11) Dowst

evidently found opening night at the Opera House a good opportunity to
show off his workmanship and to reward some of his workers. The firm
bought five parquet seats, and Dowst himself bought four mere, plus ejght
balcony seats. (Mirror and American, January 20, 1881)

The opening night presentation at the Opera House on January 24, featured
a now-cobscure drama, '"Richelieu," by a little-known dramatist named Bulwer.
Theater patrons entered the theater through the central, arched Hanover
Street entrance, passing through the corridor to the rear of the building.

in size and grandeur, the Opera House surpassed the Park Theater in the
smyth Block on Elm Street (1853; demolished c. 1965), and was the city's
largest theater until 1929, lts 95-year history included presentations

of drama, opera, music, lectures and films. Edwin Booth, who appeared in
1885, was probably the best known of the actors who performed on the stage.
L. Ashton Thorp's Manchester of Yesterday (pp. 293-335) devotes two ..
chapters to the theater prior to its 1938 alteration for film audiences,

Another theater, the Palace, was built on Hanover Street immediately east
of the Post Office Block in 1914. A photograph taken prior to construc-
tion of this building shows this Hanover Street block densely lined with
ornate, cast iron light standards, painted white. The Manchester Electric
Light Company, which since 1895 occupied offices in the Harrington-Smith
Block, apparently engaged in self-promotion by jlluminating the block in
this way. With the addition of the Lyric Theater and the Crown Theater
by 1926 {now both demolished), the theater in the Harrington-Smith Block,
renamed the Auditorium after the turn of the century, became the grande
dame of Manchester's '""Great White Way.'' The theater was later renamed
The Strand.
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The Mirror.and American article of January 20, 1881, reported the names
of the first lessees of the stores, offices and two meeting halls in the
building. The eight Hanover Street storefronts were leased by tailors,
dry goods and shoe merchants and a druggist; second-floor offices were
leased primarily by lawyers; the third and fourth floor halls by
fraternal organizations. Third-floor space in the west ell was occupied
by photographer Lyman Colby. Another tenant. was the building's architect
John T. Fanning, who remained in the building until his departure for
Minneapolis in 1885,

Fanning, whose career is outlined in 1. A. 2., above, was both an
architect and a civil engineer specializing in hydraulics. He designed
the water system for his native Norwich, Connecticut which was one of the
systems visited by the newly-appointed Manchester water commissioners

in 1872. Fanning was hired that year as engineer for a new system for
Manchester and remained thirteen yvears in the city. Fanning's system,
completed in 1874, forced water from Lake Massabesic on the southeastern
outskirts of Manchester, to a reservoir on a high plateau above the city,
by means of water turbines and "bucket and plunger' pumps, according to
John B. Clarke's Manchester (pp. 90-96). The system formed the basis for
the greatly expanded and modified present-day Manchester water system.

Fanning's fjrst architectural work in Manchester appears to have been the
still-standing red brick, granite-trimmed, Victorian Gothic¢ pumping

station on Cohas Brook, where Manchester's water i{s still drawn from Lake
Massabesic. While the National Cyclopaedia of American Biography (Vol. 9,
pp. 38-39) credits Fanning with the design of many houses and business
blocks in Manchester, the only other confirmed work by him is the First
Congregational Church, also In the Gothic style, erected in 1879 to replace
the church which stood on the Harrington-Smith Block site. Of the '"'many
mills, public and private buildings and bridges' Fanning is said to have
designed, none have thus far been identified in his native Connecticut.
(Richard Bartlett of Connecticut SHPQ, telephone interview by J. M. Porter,
September 10, 1985) No references have been found to architectural work
by Fanning after his departure from Manchester, The Harrington-Smith

Block thus may have been his last major building design, as well as being
the most important extant 1880s commercial structure retaining extensijve
original facade detail above the first story. The architectural

character of the building is discussed in Il. A. 1., below.

in 1884, the Manchester Union, a newspaper owned by DPr. Joseph Moore,
moved into the east rear ell of John B. Smith's section of the building,
In the adjoining structure since 1876 were the Mirror newspapers of
veteran editor and publisher John B. Clarke, The approach to news-
gathering and the focus of these two papers differed widely, and were
described as appearing to have 'been printed in two cities.' (Hobart
Pillsbury, New Hampshire: A History, Vol. 4, pp. 1206-12]0) To broaden
its scope of coverage and its printing capacity, the Union pioneered the
use of the telegraph in Manchester and in 1884 became a member of the
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Associated Press and installed the first web press north of Boston. The
Mirror papers were noted for their "intense tocalism,' according to
Pillsbury.

The Union was bought in 1913 by the owners of the Manchester Leader, a
paper established the previous year by midwesterners, Col. Frank Knox

and John Muehling, whose journalistic point of view was described by
Pillsbury as both "Progressive and progressive.'" Before moving into the
Harrington~Smith Block in March, 1914, the new owners undertook major
interior alterations to the east ell and extended it to Derryflield Lane.
They installed a "new Goss straightline sextuple press'' of the type used
by Boston's major papers, which could print 50,000 12-page papers an hour.
{(Union-Leader, February 12, 1914)

Before coming to Manchester, Frank Knox had been a Rough Rider with
Theodore Roosevelt and had been active in Roosevelt's presidential
campaigns. In Manchester, Knox was active in Progressive Republican
causes, beginning the first agricultural cooperative In the state in the
early 1920s, and in 1924 starting the New England Council, which was
designed to rejuvenate the region's sagging industyrial base through lower
taxes and government economies. (Norman Beasley, Frank Knox, pp. 110,
113) Knox became general manager for the Hearst newspapers in 1927 and
in 1931 moved to Chicago as publisher of the Daily News (Beasley, pp. 124,
134). During World War Il, he served. as Franklin D. Roosevelt's Secretary
of the Navy,

In 1924, Knox and Muehling bought the sagging Mirror papers and the Union-
Leader became the sole English language paper of any duration in Manchester.
(Beasley, p. 95) In 1931 the Union-Lleader moved to a new building across
Derryfield Lane which fronted on Amherst Street, After it was purchased

by William Loeb in 1946, the paper developed 3 strongly conservative

stance. According to Elizabeth Lessard, archivist of the Manchester
Historic Association, the Harrington-Smith Block later became the site

of a number of ephemeral newspapers established to present a more liberal
outlook. (Interview by J. M. Porter, April 26, 1985)

Manchester nearly doubled in population from 32,600 in 1880 to 57,000 by
the turn of the century, and had reached 75,000 by the teens. Barometers
of its growth and economic vitality were the implementation of modern
technologies in tighting, heating and transportation utilities. City
utility administration offices were among the early occupants of the
Harrington-Smith Block.

The People's Gas Light Company, a temant from 1892 until 1895, had had the
lighting field to itself for decades, but in 1892 complained that
"electricity has nearly driven us out of the mills and the streets,"
although increased use of gas for home cooking and lighting sustained it

comfortably., (Mirror and American, Souvenir Edition, October 11, 1892,
p. 48)
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The Manchester Electric Light Company became a tenant in 1895, and
remained in the building until 1927. Their move into the block coincided
with the belated conversion of the horse-powered street car system to
electric power provided by this company and with the beginning of a series
of takeovers by the Boston investment firm of Tucket, Anthony and Company.
By the turn of the century, this company controlled three other electric
companies and the street railway company under the aegis of the Manchester
Traction, Light and Power Company. By 1907 the company had developed 28
miles of city trolley lines, plus lines to Nashua and Derry; had built
generating plants on the Merrimack and Piscataquog Rivers; and had
constructed amusement facilities to attract weekend customers to its
trolley lines to Lake Massabesic and Pine Island Park on Cohas Brook.

(0. R. Cummings, The Manchester Street Railway, pp. 9, 10, 12, 13, 29, 30}
Protected in the teens by the state legislature and the Public Service
Commission from the potential incursion of motor jitneys, the company
operated a system transporting twelve million people over 64 miles of
track. (Cummings, p. 28; Edgar Knowlton, "Progressive Manchester,"
Granite Monthly, March-May, 1916, p. 27} The Manchester Traction, Light
and Power Company remained in the Harrington~Smith Block through the 1925
takeover by Samuel Insull's Midwestern Utilities and the reassertion of
New Hampshire control by the Public Service Company in 1926. (Cummings,
p. 35) The Public¢c Service Company moved into a new building the
following year.

Manchester city directories for 1916 and 1926 show an increase in the
number of realtors, doctors and dentists In the offices of the building.
The New Hampshire Employment Bureau opened an office in 1916, and the
Associated Press was in the building by 1926. By the mid-twenties, the
shift to some residential occupancy of upstairs rooms appeared evident
in city directories.

The combined effects of the closing of the Amoskeag Mills and the Great
Depression were reflected in mid~1930s directory listings showing
vacancies and increased residential use of office space.

In 1946, both halves of the Harrington-Smith Block and the adjoining Post
Office Block were sold in a major real estate transaction to the E. B, M,
Realty Corporation of Manchester, controlled by the Machinist family.
Abraham Machinist, who began in 1910 as a woolen hosiery merchant in the
Post Office Block, gradually enlarged his business, eventually expanding
into 52 Hanover Street. The Machinist's thirty years of ownership ended
in 1979 with the sale of the building to Louis Georgopoulos. |In 1982
ownership was conveyed to David T. Brady and in 1984 to Stebbins
Associates, the present owners.

The building was occupied primarily by commercial retail shops and low~
income residents until the two fires of March, 1985, (See I, A, 6.,
above} Despite much loss of integrity through successive remodelings
of the storefronts and interior spaces, and the recent fire, water and
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smoke damage, the Harrington-Smith Block remains distinguishable in form,
plan, detail, and material, and is recognizable from its primary period
of significance, 1881-1930.

PART 11,

ARCHITECTURAL | NFORMAT 10N

A. General Statement:

1.

Architectural character: An engraving of John T, Fanningl!s design

for the elevation of the facade of the Harrington-Smith Block was
published the year after its completion and is a valuable reference

in understanding the building's eclectic design (see Exhibit 3). The
building was described at its completion as in the ''modern, mixed
Queen Anne style.'" (Mirror and American, January 20, 1881) while
the Harrington-Smith Block does not display the asymmetrical massing
usualily associated with Queen Anne style, this designation was, during
the period of its construction, rather freely applied to a variety of

"similarly non-academic, :individualistic architectural expressions.

The design is characterized by contrasting colors and textures (now
obscured by white paint}, embodied in the red pressed brick walls
and the sandstone, terra cotta, granite and red slate enrichment; by
the forceful articulation of the storefront and entrance bays
extending to and above the cornice; and by the single and grouped
round-arched openings which appear on the highly symmetrical facade.
Only the Music Hall, whose facade has been lost, could compare with
the Harrington-Smith Block in scale and in the exuberance of its
expression of the Queen Anne style in Manchester.

Condition of fabric: The structural condition of the building ranges
from poor to good. 1985 fire and water damage is diagrammed in
Exhibit VIl and is noted below under appropriate headings.

B. Description of Exterior:

1.

Overall dimensions: 200% by 146'. The depth of the main block is
50'; the east rear ell and its 1913-1914 extension are 96' in depth,
as was the demolished west ell (See 1, A, 6., above). What remalns
is L-shaped in plan. The first story of the four-story front
elevation consists of eleven bays, including a projecting central
entrance pavilion, two secondary entrance pavilions, and eight store-
front bays of varied widths, In the upper stories, fenestration in
each of these bays varies, from one to four windows, A seriously
fire damaged gambrel-roofed penthcouse, with its gable end facing
south, extends across the three central bays of the main block,
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The west wall of the main block contains a storefront bay and two bays
of paired, high-set windows at the first story; fenestration in the
upper stories is irregular and consists of three single windows and
two paired flat arched windows at the second and third stories and
triplets and round-arched units at the fourth. The original three-
story east rear ell is 46! wide and 50' long, with four bays on both
the east and west walls. The three-story ell extension of 1913-1914
is 32' wide by 45' long, and contains four bays on the north and five
on the east and west elevations,

Foundation: 5Split granite foundation walls, about one foot thick
along the dressed top course, includes rectangular loading bulkheads
on the front elevation below the sidewalk.

Walls: Smooth red pressed brick is laid in stretcher bond on the
front facade, which is painted white above the first story, con- .
cealing the contrasting colors of the varied building materials used.
American common bond is used both for the remainder of the 1881 walls
and for the walls of the 1913-1914 east ell extension. On this
addition, red common or pallet brick of variegated tones typical of
its building period 1s used. The repeatedly remodeied storefronts

of the front facade were removed in August, 1985. (See I, A. 6.,
above) Raised sandstone beltcourses between the first and second
stories and between the third and fourth stories are punctuated by
stone pier blocks, with incised enrichment. Some of the first-story
pier biocks were damaged during storefront remodelings. Cast iron
modillions, 55 of which are missing, underline the lower of these
beltcourses; shallow corbelled brick brackets and a dentil course are
employed below the upper course. A reticulated frieze of molded
brick and contrasting stone extends across the upper half of the
fourth story; similar reticulation appears in the penthouse gable of
the central entrance pavilion. Both of these features are fire-damaged.
Circular and diamond-~shaped panels and bed moldings of glazed terra
cotta ornament in floral and folliated motifs are concentrated In the
three central bays of the second and third stories of the facade.
Granite spandrel panels between the second and third stories, bearing
the incised names 'Harrington®' and "Smith'', are applied in the fourth
bays from the west and east ends of the facade, respectively,

The intrados of the arched central entrance is ornamented with
circular and oblong bosses of terra cotta in floral patterns and with
egg-and-dart molding of pressed brick. The sandstone beltcourse and
brickwork enrichment seen between the third and fourth stories on the
primary facade, is carried around to the west elevation, also painted
white,

Structural systems, framing: The exterior walls are load-bearing
brick masonry; eight interior brick and wood frame walls extend from
the basement through the first story to djvide the main block into
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eight divisions: the three upper stories contain four interior brick
walis. . Dimension lumber is employed throughout
for the floor system and roof framing. At the west end of the main
block, fire destroyed the floor of the fourth floor and the roof
above it; the central penthouse was also severely compromised
structurally. '

The ell addition of 1913-1914 is of heavy timber, mill-type construc-
tion with brick load-bearing walls.

Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads: There are no stoops or
balconies. Bulkheads, now filled, are built into the foundation
walls. (See 2, above.)

Chimneys: Two square brick furnace chimneys emerge from the roof
immediately east and west of the penthouse located above the three
central bays of the main block. Brick fireplace chimneys, integral
to the east and west walls of the main block and east ell, emerge
above the roofline. Other brick fireplace chimneys emerge at
intervals from the roof of the main block. There are also numerous
sheet metal ventilation stacks,

Dpenings:

a. Doorways and doors: The mid- and later twentieth century store-
front doorways were removed from the front facade in August, 1985,
The doors in the central and secondary entrance pavilions on this
elevation were of contemporary aluminum frame design with plate
glass glazing.

There is a single door opening with segmental arch on the nhorth
wall of the east ell rear extension containing a modern wooden
door and side lights. Above this is a double-leaved, paneled
door for a second-story loading bay. At the east elevation of
this addition are second- and third-story door openings which,
visual evidence suggests, were formerly windows enlarged to
create fire exits for residential use. Wooden fire stairs with
treated wooden railings extend from street level to each of these
(now boarded) openings.

b. Windows and shutters: The original fenestration observed in the
1882 engraving of the principal facade (Exhibit 3) has survived
remarkably intact, in spite of loss and replacement of sash.
Double-hung, one-ljght-over-one-l1ight sash is employed for the
windows of the principal facade and west elevation. Openings
are flat-arched at the second and third stories and round-arched
on the fourth story. Sills and lintels, some with incised floral
motifs, on the second story are of fine-textured sandstone on the
facade, and of granite on the west wall. Second-story openlngs
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have been blocked down with filler panels and fitted with bronze-
colored aluminum replacement sash. Fourth~story windows, in
groups, are headed by round brick arches springing from shared
impost blocks. Sashes in the upper stories of the west end of
the main block were almost entirely destroyed by fire; damage

is progressively less toward the east end of the front facade.

On the north wall of the main biock and on the east and west walls
of the east ell, openings have granite sills, brick segmental
arches and two-light-over-two wooden sash., Windows of the ell

are fitted with diagonally-boarded, single and double-leaved

sheet metal-clad flre shutters affixed to cast iron pintles.

Windows of the 1913-1914 el]l extension also have granite sills.
Window heads are broad, brick segmental arches. Sash is eight-
light-over-eight, except for the west bay on the north wall, which
contains six-light-over-six sash. Many of these windows have

been boarded for security purposes.

Roof:

a.

Shape, covering: The roofs of the main bujilding and ells are of
low-pitched, shed-type configuration, covered with asphalt roll
roofing. The roof of the fourth floor of the west end of the
main block and the entire third story of the west ell were
destroyed by fire.

Cornice, eaves: Cornices generally consist of sheet metal coping
on both the main block and the ell. Brick denticulated courses
are employed below this coping on the front facade and west walil.
The stepped parapet walls of the east ell, north end, display
unusual cast iron coping. Rainwater is carrijed to subsurface
drains at ground level, typically, by galvanized gutters, down-
spouts and leaders along the north and west edges of these roofs.

Dormers, cupolas, towers: The penthouse on the roof above the
three central bays of the main block is a gambrel-roofed, wood-
framed structure. The roofing is green slate; the gable end
(south) is sheathed with red slates. The gable end contains two
paired round-arched window openings. Two shed-roofed dormers

are on each side. This feature, which once extended to cover the
theater, was completely consumed by fire above the theater and is
seriously damaged above the main block. The modified queen post
truss roof framing is badly charred; one of the dormers Is
destroyed and the others badly weakened. Sash of the round arched
windows was destroyed and many of the slates of both roof and
gable end have been lost. The molded wooden raking eaves at the
gable end and its simple paired brackets remain intact.
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Description of Interior:

in 1881, the Harrington-Smith £ ock and its two ells, with uppsr story
offices arranged on either sids of a corridor, formed a U-shapz: plan.
The original plan was lost with the removal of the west ell in August,
1985, because of fire damage. what survives is a roughly L-shzzed plan.
The floor plans, (Exhibit 1il) show the original layout as it existed
prior to August, 1985. The first story storefront spaces, and the base-
ments below, run the full length of the block; at the rear, stores in the
interstices between the ells had one-story granite and cast iron facades,
which remain extant.

1. Floor plans: See photographs, listed below
a. Basement: NH-209-15
b. First Floor: NH-209-14
c. Second Floor: NH-209-17
d. Third Floor: NH-206-18
e. Fourth Floor: NH-109-19

2. Stairways: Locations are shown in above exhibits. The entrance
stairs from Hanover Street rise from the east and west ends and are
straight, single flights constructed of wood. Another similar stair
at the interface of the east rear ell and the 1913 ell addition
remains extant but is sealed off. Basement stairs from the store-
fronts are simple wooden utility stairs. The most significant of the
stairways are those at the east-west ends of the central corridors
of the three upper stories. They display turned newell posts and
balusters and a molded, curvilinear handrail. However, the stair
flight at the west end, third floor, was charred beyond repair in
the March 1985 fires, and the east stair flight, third floor, has been
enclosed in a fire-rated envelope. The others have been pzinted and
are badly worn.

3. Flooring: The fires totally destroyed the floor of the fourth floor,
west end, and water has caused serious buckling of original hardwood
floors (some overlaid with contemporary vinyl or other surfacing
materials) in the corridors and rooms of the central, western, and
part of the east end of the main block. |t has not yet been determined
if any original flooring in the stores, described as birch and maple
(See }. A. 5., above), survives beneath the variety of modern floor
coverings which are there now.
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Wall and ceiling finish: Both walls and ceilings are plaster. Again,
heavy water damage has occurred in the upper stories. The plaster
wall and celling surfaces have been saturated on the third and fourth
floors with some lesser damage "in the floors below, Most of these
walls and ceilings are now concealed by the plywood paneling and
dropped ceilings which were installed over the last decade or two in
most of the rooms during conversion for residential use, The most
significant ceiling finishes are the pressed metal ceilings of varying
designs which still survive in many of the second floor offices, in
some cases above suspended acoustical tile panels. Several of these
ceilings are also still extant in the first story storefronts, albeit
in poor condition,

Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: No original doors remain in the first-story
stores. The upper stories contain a few examples of original
doorways and doors, with transom lights above the office or apart-
ment entrance doors, two-piece wooden bolection moldings with
corner blocks, and four-paneled doors. However, the majority of
the doorway trim has been either removed or covered by paneling;
probably a larger number of original doors still survive, hung in
frames without their original trim.

b. Windows: Because they are less amenable to paneling, many more
window openings with original bolection moldings, sills and
corner blocks survive than do doorways.

Decorative features and trim: Again, alterations have caused the
removal or concealment of decorative trim such as cornice moldings
and baseboards, a few examples of which still survive on the three
upper floors. The ornamental pressed metal ceilings in the building
are discussed in 4, above.

Hardware: Door and window hardware s of common variety for the
period and generally consists of cast iron or brass butt hinges,
unornamented and plain (hollow) brass door knobs.

Mechanical equipment:

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: The Harrington-Smith
Block was originally heated by coal-burning fireplaces, stgves,
and a warm:air central heating system. Only the fireplaces, with
round-arched openings and slate surrounds and mantles, survive.
These are found principally on the second and third floors of the
main block and original portion of the east ell.

Air conditioning and/or ventilation systems were not observed.
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h. Lighting: The Harrington-Smith Block was originally i1luminated
by gas. It is not known when the building was cenverted to
electricity.

No original gas or electric lighting fixtures were observed in
the building although ample evidence remains of gas piping and
knoh and tube wiring.

¢. The plumbing system has been upgraded, replaced or relocated
numerous times and no significant features appear to survive
from the primary period of significance.

0, Site:

1.

General setting and orientation: The principal facade is oriented
south toward Hanover Street, which runs along an east-west axis. The
building is set at the sidewalk line. The north side of the street

is densely filled with two-, three- and four-story nineteenth and
twentieth century buildings, predominantly of brick constructicon,
Gpposite the building, on the south side of Hanover Street, is a
madern cencrete parking garage, three storijes in hefght, incorporating
a small landscaped plaza. Oiagonally across the street from the
Harrington-Smith Block, to the southeast, is the four-story, mansarded
0dd Fellows Hall built in 1871. Across the street to the southwest,
is the three-story, limestone, rear extension of the ten-story
Amoskeag Bank (1913), which fronts on Elm Street. The topography is
virtually flat, with only a slight change in elevation (2' 0'") from
east to west. Immature deciduous trees are planted at intervals along
the sidewalk on both sides of the street. Modern high-pressure sodium
streetlights line the street,

Historic landscape design: Hanover Street is part of the original
street grid estahlished by the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company in the
late 1830s. No historic plantings, walks or street furniture survive.

Guthuildings: None.
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EXHIB lT 1

._l,ﬂ"""‘""’ N ]

1 géh ster lInsmutmn to}

§ Proud::nf

w7 .,.........

bal u:h.mpm,gr h lnd Tosper-
ll.y loff ‘,ﬁ; cn;nmnult:y.;ulu npatur‘:l'
s ciied kel vellont Leellngs of satlataciion
o tho] p;i to'pt all Aghtalided chilzens,
Eé«srglon ot snbﬂmﬂnl acd al the
gilo. 'lll"bly ornamun!n’l business
blpc} L, & 1ho yery bea,. ‘60 bosineas ther-
.uomemmndlcaunw atithey do the do
1ra; o Vinitiness tactly Iy 102 foancial;
:rosf:etltrwhlch prevalll inthe commuyl.
.5 The Sy ws'iiye 1o 18 0o aeeons- -Tate |
mslneps ﬁlua. It I promloent 23 & man-
tt‘q,ctn'rlng cltys the bpautx of so mauy of |
's homes’ has obtalned wide celebrity;’
18 hoslthfulnsss has hocoms universally
acognlzed; lin popuisten sesdily and
srgoly Inoreases, and the prosparlly of |.ul,
vory Juterest ecema to grow, Wo havst
1any 1jtaresting bulldlngs lo Manchesler, i
o} none toward which go much ltteullon,.
3 dlrecloq, at the present time, ul.hcnew-
lpernH{uuae block, which atands as 5%
onspicuons eroament to the city, conbin-
ag wilhits solidity, as It rises from the
Adewalll, an irpression thatis decidedly’
ay aud cheerlng, whichy i parl, nndoubt-
dly springs from the knowledge of (he
risticiemple witbin. ¥ The thoronghness ,
£ the ‘eatl workmanship makes (bis l
difice; eoustructed of Imperlahable nu-I
erlal, inpur pew and boriled elvilizationt
tand.:ep 'a rebuke to” ths tigreat God
ibam, 2 FE 18 grand nnd efoeere, and pot-;
2eses 1he * edvantogo. of heving bres!
lapned by one of the. ablest and most
nngmut.[vu architects in tho Stale. )

ToR LANDSOME BLOCK ) ‘!
lgocal.ed on the norih side of TTanuver
\res}; & shory distance frord Elm, sdjoin |
ig ihe Lost-office butlding, sud its “greatt
izo and'belzht render It Imposing, while
i balng 4o ready of seccas mskes it an fn-
Aewlablosboon ts the rusidents of wui
6y, *.J4 alauda on tha slte of the old Hau-
-\er-attwt cburch, and the history ¢l s
aceptlon ;u'ld erection dales brck scareely |
gore ihgn & yesr.. The Bmover-streal‘-
inciety décided to locate elsewhere, and,
o thelf.old clurch bolldlog, whick m]
umhauua-by Mesors, Johu T, Smith avd 1
\lfrrd Quimhy'. It ‘was tho intention oi,
1938, gt-nUcmen to bulld no opevas bensa |
nlie propcrty, Bt pfreruhtaining seversl |
1ags ;hry dlesslved  parinership, Mr
milth pm-chnslnu Mr, Quimby’a lufensh
nd sa tha mapkjer regted for a thne. Fiee
Wy Mo Ydward W.- Harluglon un.-w\-
re tlu; ‘Juntiet of a1 opera houto with

Y

-
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-+ Smith, i) uthers hecomThy utprqu
th théss “pentlemey the” nok’ prolest
’nedlatr!y astnnwd clomenly’ qf ile, 50
sent dbat of prah was mlnﬂall!ﬂ fiown
@ timéd donn to the pmen\;s‘LOn the
“hof Meren, 1880.5tho’sevd fal ﬁrdpri&-
= pordered the archlteey to prega.p plaus
-1 spréifirarlons for ths bloc'ip,el\ud 50
1 pleared were they witiiiths dlagrims
sented, that on the 16thAaf-Apil] fol.
wing a contract was slgn
“iom, 1On, the 2t of Apii: .nnol'llor
“Wract way perfecud for thepd 'nndatlou
~~nTy, angd - onibe th of g’n a papera
tr dyawn up hir the cnnst.ruedb' i
'peratrucmre. “Iudx lessi tha
1o6 the Arst blowy was struck ‘ni 6per-
"mmcbm!n-m td, but now this’ %

nlo NIFICERT srnuc‘:l}m:

lo; the exca. !

‘ 1-aarly | in parloct order Tor hnulneu ot-
; apanc_y, atrfumph of peralstnncn, energy
1 coterpriss hard to mateh.” It bas two
] mudred feet aud two Incbes froniage ou
sugver.sirert, an extrsms depth of one
rndred sod foriy-six fest, snd helght on
» frontof Lour elorles.  Tha' hlotk ¢da-
w03 three indepemicnt aecl.lom, and fnln

' upon e ground somzething lke [

i lotter 59, » thoug thls of courss 18 not
,arout ng sme ks upon Ka pleasantly
.-u;{&l frint. Thdcouteal wlag, exiond-

“t 1o mngih by soventy-tlires fem in
tlthy feumwnad 1y \he Manchestar Qpura
mnso Sompaniy, ‘knd contslns ghe sodl-
.. odm and slage, and updo s noith-
v turly £oruer |1 a three slory’ wlnz, ¢lreu-
r- 1" ghepe, tweply feel and ph: inclies
PR L tmrly-onn f. et and six lutheaimg,
m.alniug the regelred ante-roomhy, luva-
1 ty and ¥enitery offices.  The weuterly
LI TR qf thy Wlock, oue Lundiel and Len
2. hy ‘ons hnndred and (orl.x-slt faet
=ik 18 owyed by the helu,o; iha laje
“po, B W, Uarrlig on, who! At repres

Yalo Han syar gk strect,.ond huudred {

1=

:ntsd {n the. peron of Edwn’dw Har-
wlong Edg, The essierly. uection ot ths
i i, one hundred feel front hy.s oue bun-
1hed qual.dmp, 1» owned hy Jobz B, Bmlth,
i8q,, well xnuwn i tuls dty; ;'uhnugh »
~iidont iol “Hlillworongh Bt“g!. “Th

ooder streat front of ths Blockis eont B

:rueted:ol pressed brick wil-h’“
:«ov; 8COTIA sumsmt ‘

“ird um‘acnt.tl ulmmiogs la ,t‘hetknodern
-ad Queen Anae styleof irc‘nlf.édtura. and,
i prominent urchluclnrll' faulnres are
troe gahled) pedigents, is: heldly pﬂjvcb
g puuuers, s ummal.rlcﬂ Frouping of
3..ar av'd window openings; fus carved dec-

+\ entrance 1o the Opsra Hodss, -« The two
Jide aections conlaln togethsr hn £ommo-
$inms wtores,nne hundsad oﬂwel l.nd rooms
\ud Jwo small halls. The: whl‘.ﬂa blotk 12
osted by aigam, and ail flootk deg aopplled
sith w-nar.Couaplcunmly promlnnnt anthe
ront of the eresterly asciion of tho struct-
wre, standlog ot tn bold retlef ora groulle
noeok 16the name "[hrrlngh;ﬂ." “and alis-
.arly oenstrnetd In the m\.eﬂ, i\eetlon

 the name of ""Smlth.” _,.'5."\ “'i
1.

" A

THE nauhnﬂ o

cublo yards of exu’ntlon, “tha fbundadon
{740 perch of, mamny, nhfg {hwaﬂr'np
"'\fd of 2,000,000 hrlck, (I‘hg ’hnLlers
.:plch there are ‘tetie e B EJ3 l.hlrtg-—kgb
\orsm pawer, aTe incatrd A LIIE b\acmﬁ;ﬂ.,
.na room s here. {urdiahed | ‘eachTona of

o ctores _nhove in prnpnrllun tp tho slze

LT

13tlood and the oonaplcuuui “daptral srchef

'rua ‘haseraent wnd collsrd mnlnd 9,025

—;33.".'_’-

e
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Description of Harrmgton
Block and Opera House Blo

Source: Mirror and Americ
H.H.
1881

1881

{Manchester,

January 20,
and

January 21,

abosu'. entet -.;_.g
ﬂ‘"};-‘ £ rxns-r ¥LOOT

k w-\aﬂg
‘Ageelaewhcra“naud this’ cunl!llo' ]

:to, fonr ™ o[ athich” #18. ONe: “hunid; ed
eed doep, twg” sevonly five, and foqlre{o
Yy-tlx Teet.. Eight of these ¢ ntores frouﬁ ot
Ha orer,atrm:f Eoand oo’ not aimply"fef
kfénhabie. fsuf..hlghly urnmnonrul 5 wel
Théts will be'debupiod by Mr, Fruqﬂlﬁb
Lorrlll, wiilloery, aud fanch goods; p! Ah
coiger siore Daxt 1o Elwm etroel; MM B
Manpeck, dry. guods ‘nodl remn,nnu, ay l_.hg
nextslore; a dry goods Him from Buncuo:
'Iollom. "and Moasrs; Huhbard nud I:ul
open‘a ‘drug’ ulﬁm in_the -sioto ngE Ez
Opera. Bouae ehimnce. s, The ﬁruh%ﬁi r

.emnI— the ' entrance 1s 1o .hs ok
Marars, Gordon & Tuboy with thelt: s\-ﬁcﬁ
of iperiodleals, ¥ #totlinery, plcl.uru;!'tg
and' ﬁ!ullowlng them come valﬂ.rﬂt
nsld &> Burbank, hools and uhoea,x;l-l:
Mfam M, Tarheli, merchant tallofiisn
furdithing goods, and the 1emaintoy dor
haalbeen engaeel hy adry gooda fun
lroanmonco, Mass, The two mmuln
"Ing stores In tha reor porilonof M:;. A
rlnglon 2. bleck: will Lo med a ¢Ipin
Ooml- Nt M
T 8RCOND FLOOR..
'X‘hla 1a’ mac‘hed by two upacnoua uai:
weys {rom Hinover sirce!, and’ br il
aulrway from Eim hock streel and’ -o;ze}
the rnar of Mr, Smitk’s hlock, Thi A1
foir brick partittons dividing’ \Jp‘“hll'ﬂ
treblock, and ¢lght rumiing us f.u: :
aemnd flaor,. Qo this flaor there’ l; !
way which ' runs nearly 1bs cnilre: !BI'
and:across the front and at ths hend.of 1}

ahirwayu of tho Ioterlor, makingx m
four.bundred bund lon feet In lengih
{nlo this puugewny there’ are two v‘i
onileta trom the balcony and gll"lz -t
Open Honse pudience room, - ln
ways arochandsomely- finlahed ot hrov
ash, and tho. ‘lpamnmus to ho et wi
on- al} aldes ara ndmlrebly arrnnged 4
convenicnes .of -access. AT Georgh .
W:lllnmu, merchant tallor, has, -hudiit

roumu on ilie ‘east tide of this h}oek s
pccinlly atrnﬁgml for his bosinests s
-J, P, Goodwlin, Mr, A, J. L mw, reni.Gyte
, ngent, thejaw firm of Measis Cnpolund
. Dodge baye 1helr 100ms on the zmu .
continuing ‘ony Morsrs, Fnsto & Wk
Bulloway & Topllf. anl Morrlsoni& n
lett bave all dngnged affices for Aheld,
pusincas, whils it {s wol ahile tlm\‘nr;h.
Sherl® Danlal ‘R, Proscott, Duvid Ly B
kins, Faq., sud Mr Juhn U. l!lcktord u
vranaler thelr huslness to sums of the, oﬂ
offices, A remurksbly goid thing” abc
the second Aoor i, that thers s &% lam.
|nch of moriag hencath the flo ringy wld
bas tho offect to deaden ol luuud <1l
LS ALE nud.s. . :

X 3«@,)245

i oFﬁiLQ‘fOFC A The femaming Spacet




L LoUTRD FLOOM, L ot "

Three brmd[atalrmya toud 1o This ﬂnar,
«nd In bz Harrlogtou's block Mr. Lyman
W. Colby, photogreplier, has bad Tooms,
afispted for his husluess, ono ol tbelr foat<§
tures belng ai fmmonen windnw Bfteen hy
twenty feol!tm #lze, nnid with everyihlng
arpecislly sulted tn hia eonvenlence. No
belter rooms for photograpy eun he (ouud
In ‘New Humpahire, On Mr. Smphi'e m;-
ton of the block ls & il which.. th--
Kolghts of JHoour bave leased, andithire,
sre -8150 offleey, 0os of which hag: boai:
taken by M. J, T, Futnie : v apeaitedn

This |8 reached, by ieo Aoz |
aod while Mr.ﬂamuﬂ’" s soctiop e
divided

titp rooms, Al aFmith - lias, eonVerle) "
I;irgd l‘hdm o[ hlaljnl&a\larga hnll{ &vhlc\h
99 Kufffits of Pyihlad bave alredil g b
%qhied "for; Thz‘rocmi end. oﬂlce,l RIS m;h—
Elba buildipg: aro finfshied- 1n l!icblgnzi
e:\vithnh‘alluc iml ‘varulsh. Tha,ﬂo-»rq
f le e turas are Ehlrch md maple, ohd
ththo'on the” Secoud and 1hird Aorles’ }rv
gﬁBouLharn hnrd. plne. aod juclhding sll
oiAte: floors’ 3& ' uro acres of nunrlht
'tihe‘block fnd A

falger tmtmr@ of anacre lu, u:ldl-
%: ;¥ *Tha Toul Eiped to s higher pb!nt over
 Optrs Houss,” qure s mevunipea
ot apaas- mat;ln {he cotling overy thi
idience room., 91_1 ‘glther elde Iuﬂa;,
i’l{ned roof, while' ithe eldey of the roof

¢rilie audloucc fuom are elaited aod tha
ck Nuooed,. Ekch of the blocks' has & big
}nm ebimuey Tour fost and two loghoa
quare and risjog’ fifteen -foet ahore tlie
ofs, From the: ‘wp of the bolldlog Y
fruly maynlfcent” view of _elt. tbe
Jyaiing chjects througbout the eliy, snd
eralraclog thaef ‘rantry tor # long dlsllncé
tgayon-'t ¢an be abtained, sudin this respact
ttw ¢ty has very fow bull Hing4's0 convens
(9ot of accews that aré a0 aightly. The
Biock 1s thorough and complete ;lo Us
Jrorkinanabip, aud 0ns canot tresd its
ua.lrw&yn and visit the numsrous, pleasant
cys snd roows deslcned for: ‘busloees
ﬁuuum witlmut belog tmpressed with &
dense Of tho ageveable;and theea cin beno
doubt” bt that'the strug'ore will -become :
fuu of “plesluyg amociations Lo the people |
ot ;1bls" curaenunfly, -Doring the comtug
#pmh oll’ of the smaller detalls and ﬂu-l
‘lahlng touches: vrlll be eompleted, tim oc-
tupv,ulu take possession of thelr Iplﬂ-‘
qunu ent: the- block will snddalrlum-'
‘fhanily ﬂulsbed mogument Lo man's in-

ot our thriving -yonug oty wow fairly
Jtarted ou vhe: hlghway of " bright -nd
-Urosperous Luture. :
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Bloc}c)l

— , {

. TRE OPERA KOUSE. !

A‘N ARGH!‘I‘L‘OTURAL AXD LBI‘ISTIC
‘Hl .. ) WOR[.

|\"-'

bnorlpﬂon ot tha Entorler—Ths Nluen
fl, al Thoke Who lstepled Tte Krestlen
' and @alrlbulod e 'Iu Buvewas, !

j Belleving thn\ lnmber temple of m:anaa-i
meat pmarued after the modern thoattes
rf -orher etties was nerded lu Maachester,
numbder of gontamen orgauized lhem—_
.-lvos s1a carporstion, Feb. 21, 1630, un-,
‘doc the nams of tbe Manchester Opern
‘l;uuaa Compsny, for the purpose of uklng'
masiiros to erect. ons.  The amount of,
Lespltnl stock of the' corparstion was ﬂnedi
db#SBOOG divlded late 3530 ehares of $100;
pach, and was sfiorwanls lucressed w0
' $40,000, and the sumber of shares propor--'
1[00:1.!11 zutnrged. " The first meoting of
ithe krawers was beld on tha evpolog of!
Feb, 26, when the followlog namod genile~
qoen wore olectsd dirostors: Joho B,
Sll\l b, dnhn P, Ranlet, G 8, Chag-
Blier, Bend, 0, Do, Chees Eo Baleh,
‘Th'itl\n‘- L Tlntrlu. awl Wa vr M Yarker.
l‘lll\ tngibes Wi orasmts met aml vledig?
- 3 0% Dean proien, Elwanl W,
l”l\lril gl Areasorer, el Jaulen B
Clongte guerke They nla appoing d o bnhl-
iu'cumn-n..;. of whien J ha 1) sl

ﬂomltnbla ‘ecergy, and &3 the pndail'

Cherles B Beh amd Hewpy Clind er
,- e b e, jPre ranes of ahe

| S‘l‘chl\aMers, o —
q er till, Thrse

M Leeorh &, 1 L
: bl‘l‘ .ll.-lah.l X e, Du-l-ll W, ‘l.lillﬂ’!
+ Dy 1, * » wrtlaon o
Ih-l'nh;: Il!l.ni\!.m‘r“ ' N jomlu ¥, .‘I!I‘ul‘l,
factt e M. W vy 1 |‘ e M tuee,
t‘t-n-ﬁ*lb Cwt _Bamdimn Matonly,
llrargh ), U Ilqu!\ﬂ'. Juhu s Ni, ",
s Heury Cnmnsllen Abrald B, ahentan,
[N a|.- wrefy L Wanar M Vatle,
L TR vwald U iy
S Hutis (L 1",
Wikt ek,
CWashanm 1R, Yonoeegy
"Frauk T, P.J trhardaan,
danad Ly R sl
L iy,

(sl -llﬂ! 1\|
g i ¢ un'ln.
Nedfamm 4’ dnan,

'| FCUTT R AN N
ot N, Frenell, AN S OFLN
Higbrnye Was, Fan K, e,

hm-uu\\ Itnrrlnnl-m, Tinnuas 1 thatye,
Marvarendl, Harsuge’ u.m-.o Lo 31 Vapswedt,
Hitawm 1, dafiu 1.V avivk,

¢ =l W, 1U, AUl W Wetls

s unes o, e, .Nm phoie, Westin,
J-vm AR, . o

!

Tuo #u leug comminin ;
ih:ﬂ.u sie- s ety Mrod, O Iening deaj
Yo 0| miich T nrag nut varly sprlng
lml»l:hw e liesties I Boston, New
Y-uk' al oher dlty o) nu-l Trom L' el
J--'uunru-ho RN | \.lem that areleted
n.n‘ma wrinlly in muldum; ‘i plun for
’11¥Tarﬂ.lluun uf the' new FOpera tous,
Wt 1rcine in duitall fho wiwk s it
prigtised tr m day ,Dllny, wa will state
‘uﬁéh facta voncvening ]hebau!e, 81t how
a,mun’lsc‘ moleind, 0 moy - fof Intereet,
teaving, nf conrae, the, gieatest charmy, N8
et et swl colure, 10 t'lw lmn;lllstlou and
luspeetion of e mader ¢
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B3 “‘i wiTiN -rna Walts.

The' ‘parqunt nnd mno of the Opera
House ar» upon the ' ‘ground floor leval,
and’ the mulu enirancs tothe ;udlmua

Cronm frem ilan v-r strest iy fourteen faot
3 wide, wi'lireecosrd stalrways oo rlthar

Jotde  leadlng o tha bilcony aud gudlery,

Tl.o parguet clicle s alao tonnected with

Tihe baleany iy two sparjous elalrwuys,

[ Tuw wulienea reun 1 stay.awe feol long,
asavany Lo wlite, and thiny-elgld foe
‘hlgt\ wal s, whove tha maln fleor, two

galleries dasigit] reapertively balcony
3aud gallers.  ‘Che maln floor 1v divlded Ju-
Jw ’purqu-l and jarqut chcle, aud l]u-‘

parquet tisrs of eests haviarise fruin frient I

toseirof vlx feer. The lp:lce Invlosed
1fc1r|heon.hn:r:. ts taven fest wide and{

twent\-mor et lomg There are 3ix buzes,

1 Tha perquet contnlus 330 chilre; the'par.
b qﬂel eirele, 2245 14ia baleony, 336; the fal-
4 lory, 580 sewrs, mud ‘be huxes have space
Jfur-tuirty orcupants, gl vlng a total of 1,600
Y sltifogs, wlth standing room addltlonll
.+ fur whont 250 prrsvza; -On the1ight of the

houaa there Is, heneath the perguet elrete R

& largy apte-reom for’ the: u:e of the le-
,.dlu, sod oy 1he left & slmllar room for the
dgentjemen. “fue malu stsgs eotracce s

fromnmuver back atreet; und there fa a

go n\ay stven fost wilde sed Slieen feet
’hlgh -vpening direcly fromm  1he back

eplon to thn stage,  The sisge Ja forty

-feu. fodepth aud scvonty feet wide, sud
3 $hes & cl-ur beight of 3lx1y feot for ihe ad-
anuowt of accuery. " At tweuty-Oce f3et
,,nhow the ruain alezs tha"'ﬂy grllery' s
}1""‘":*3 fro10 which & ksrya portion of the

. scenery aud the drop curtsin are operated.
f':!'hosteuu patmers’ gallery i3 nlaoat tbe'

lA:mm tlevatlou ahove l.hoamz--, Aud tbo
paimfu-po ta raised aod” towered by the
p;lut bifige, with the sidof e windlas
,1“ sty the convenlenes; of tho arifat
%15, wldt of tho curtsin fs tirly-Tiur
fezt, ind tbe helght tllrty feet. ‘There
;, are four suts of grooven for the alldlng
ecenes  cupatlo of - contaliing slxlueu
:itumrl at uun tinlg, and tl:ere is nlso ronm
for saneay ‘adiiitihual "dwp" scenes as
Y mag Lo tequired.  The stags floorls pro~
vidm\ wi.h the mual stut trapa, hrldgo and
inly besn
1grooves, Tho gie v . -
widy llldlhll’i}""ll‘lﬂ! ooy e |l.;_‘ a ':?‘.;'.2.

ure sloven dreaslug roomy, aml o relvars il

ronw fur 1he urolinstra, sud emplin * apnea

Fhw B prpeedy tvom, Thurs are fiva tre
'h;tlr.mla phiemd withiu the singo'an it

AQELNIEULE, WIth bivso atvbelied mdy for
Jluntint ure,  Thorn are e andlifon % tho

malu entvanves dothio doots. for £xit on

vither audu t Lhw  nintionos runmy. aud
dublaloors ipeutuy Into the currldors of
the hlock, thel aro avatinblo la CRe
Fendens or yuenle,

o e

Be-




d N T
{RRLTING, VENTILATING "AND LIONTING,

.{ T'he appuratus for hoating,: thtlng’und*
veutllatmy le vory complote,’ the: comfort
ol the auillencs haying bean nudled«‘m alt
ipoluts, - A coll of stoum plpea run

fluor to protect thoss witkin') rom-
whicl; usnally cotaes lu ot- lhﬂo
whlle radlaturs are atn:luncd ln 1 ¢

of thd gtreot enlrance. A vories’ ‘of plpea.
slao rau underneatls tho sest’ plnlfarml ol-
tha parquet, In the balcany thora:gfytwo!
radlators, and lu tho gillury: .mogg;!nuna,
Lhe heat ascendloy from the. au llorlum’

Far veutllntlug, iwo shafin’ iun¢ Foin 'the
roof to tuo lnesmout, anppiylng Mmlumo

shrough perforations lato Lhe
1In casp the nir becomes too:
ahutting off of the steam cools {t:’
muthod nle of any temporature, lnsl alwayu
jpiiro, muy ba provideds Tho: kouso Iy
amply supplled with gas burners, ol belog
lighted lu the nsual manner, wlttr‘ lhe oX7]
ceptlon of the bordor-lightsion’ ‘the’ staze,
aud the chandelior,” which wra ‘llghled by’
mvyans of eloctriclty, An electrly ¢usront,
I8 produced by the urolug of & etank and;|
by passing it through s wire the chandelier]
bartiers are Igalted, and the - em'mnt "
.pausod to iho border-lights by me:.ha of the
|g3¢ pipe. Io s convenlent {or:mr on’ tha
fjstage a1e arranged a serles of gn ‘Fruges,
| They are placed 10 two rows sud:ars mark-
it ed to lndicate thelr purposa, Onuuppllel
i| e chaundeller, anothor the houss;n thifd
i the footlights, & fourth tho hunel lghts,
il while four conpact the hordor ghts, s.nd
i auother acts a8 a *‘cut-off’? for. alt f.he g
! conunecilons. They nra manl
| the stago carpenter. ;
[ THH sIrTINGR, i
Tba chalra ln the purqnet and’ ’b.lcnn.y
are mavufuctared of stalned chen‘y wood,
upholstered In lestherstte, with lron sup-.
“|porie,  Their average’ width ; las Awenty

chalr, Buck to buck, in. & feik & tnchad;
They are nnwbered from: oupiupwards,;
comm neing abthe frong row on’the left of
tha pmguul, nnd followlng. ﬁnck u'ud theu
across hy sectivns, “The' Hrlwoclfon rany
from 1 to B4 the aecund,tmm Bm,q 2405
ued tho thivd, from 247 w 330, {The paks
tguot clrcle liedlng on th? lofy ” 831 nm‘l
jfollowa the front tlar nrdund™ ‘tol B4y, 11Ty
unxt tor golng frow :B§7.40 446,"‘11\1 ong;

1681 10 bid. In the haledny;

Jiton and evntlnucs coluo-..ntlva! hmugﬁ

it gallops

| inéhes, though somo mvaauwml-z and |
some 10 1-3. Thu space”, het.'eon_uch*

helilud from 447 10 610, And the.xonr f:om :

) Q
Jiug enmmmoness ot the rear’old thd']elb seedf

.l_hifonrutlmra Tha sents It

"\

I AL i 30 e PG,

1

Ea tint that strlles the eya as being between

v
13
dld tlow - of. the ptage, and are Iljlish],,

HARRINGTON-SMITH BLOCK (Opera House
Block) HABS No. NH-209 (Page 29)

cﬁﬂgrrnr il A mertens;

]
Cary

mm'—_:___
-.mmn.—xmm‘nr 21, 1581,

ln.-—.—,.n. =

Urapail, rumhhad sod earpated, They urg
also ol wmusk-excelloot alxe; most of the
|Iru:1ng-ronma are also carpated,
: STAOR AND SCENKKY,

'I‘ho Atage, upou the perfect Lonntruction
of which 50 mich depands, is 1n thisthearre|
quite & miodet Roomy, alry, and 1. asy of }
acctes, 18 7has guined Whe gnoa oplulgy of ;
all who huve saen wnd stwdled b, py, |
agenes; ton'lp' nusber, ara provide| wlih {
wppropriuts . w';ugi, Adma hnln;; wx and
ulln "ty ('ln‘m. i

“T'hn peenos.zeprisont a Isllc}.en, modern §y
chnmbcr. fupey’and modery o0, landy.
cupe gardon, Villaz 8 sirsut, nmuutsin lane,
hmtson. prlwn, court yard and dark wony,
Theroary bnaldul seb coltage, tmu" A
viges ot ﬁuwara. halustrades, tree, gargo,. |

.|lls, aud lhnqnual dr.nperlra sl bozdeg
Wllh thsexeaption of the mountain pag
.are unnambered, The boxes atford Qeplon. |
aid ‘horlzon, which aro drop  scenes |
they arn worked in grooves, Tho drop cur' }
alg tepmenta a painting of 1

Dmo’a I'ALAU! N mnrm.c.n

Immedlauly In tha rear of the drop cur. |
taln is the front-drapery beulug & llkenesy,
In oll:p! . the lmmortsl bard, Shakspere,
Openlog lnte the space bel.ween the drop
and tho footllgbts, am two doors, oue op
theright belog for theuss of the prompter,
aud tho - other . ou the el for the
convenlonce "of  actors’ and  wetroeses
when galled  beforw * the  enriany,
Tho prompter. thau whom there f8 & uo
moroimpon.aul beraon on the #tage du:.

log theutr]cai porformance, hag-g place
by tha door, with: a ainod for hie books,

and oear by hln sraibe belle, ong for sig-
nalivg e perfurmers Lo *‘stand ready™
With & secoud stroke for ralslng the cur-
tuin, qud the ‘other for loweringit. The?
bétl communleates to tha man inthe fiy-1
gollery, wio superlutends tho mavement !ﬁ
of the ropes,” The prompter’s duty is a[so;
& slgual the occupants of the green room, I
star drenslog rocm, and the sssistant In',
tho flies,” hy means of gpeaklng tubes, of

whick thera aro three, close by tha bell

cord, Tha stage is furulshed with threek
Liaps, two slnglo sand one double. These -
ars worked by welghts, and mey be rals: dy

Jor lowored at wlll, st any speed n.qmrcd
3 The*opuara !:ood" Is a0 arrangemeot on -

the stage for shleldlug the presesce of
tho prampter ln operatia anler!xinments.,‘
PAINTING AND FHESCOING. l

.. The gronod work of tho thaatrs walls is!

an otaoge ond a cinnamon. The fresce
w'ork 18 dona lo brizht culors, deslgued for!
Its best effect for the prasence of gastight. !
Though nut Wlillant It 13 tasieful, und e
munlzes pleely with tho furnishings and!
other decoratlons of the house.  Above,
the proscenlum arcly I3 A'harp snd fearcs
ol -griffing, and on aliher  sidn wre life-size
ropredentatiousof tragedy and taepselhore &

The domwand pancled ceillngs ase alto’
Doty orupmeuted,.

 herolfd foundatlon of sabse ang utll-

A nc‘.unbledly, our poople ire lm'gely ln~

ﬂ-w_wtwr._ =T

Ry oL 3

THE OPERA BOUSH
tConstudod from Noon Edluﬂn.

"GDNERAL IMPDESSIONEL T v

“a_sum up tha wholo descr\pilbh, Ml

noks upon tho stage, the prozesnlam,

rida rauge of parquet aud galiary, tha

umph! and delights of the theaire ap-

. 'Flie genlus of the u.r'.lat., mnnlcn In

sie effects and brllllant In 1dlsplay, has
Sormod It 3uto o tewploret wig? The
i of the prlnter and r.hq skilliot’ the

] “lteet, and hutlder havo ¥led ;with ond

. thorln exctllence, aud h'omthelr jolut. 1
ore have sprung a perféct’ nboda of

'.uly snd cowfort. To tho'mppédoiative |

i ilor thé pleasnredt eltting In thothentra |

' sistd {fa tho'unlty of the whole Affnlr—

ufch Movars, Hoad' & Dot lm'u lald
i rave Inganulty and detarminad will; |
o skilifnineas of tha architects llues, §
hsu-mnnj of hla preportions;, ahd; Buo-F
5in Lha tasle and exquisite wb:kman-
of Sanor Arelgoul’s | e.m-talu, tipon

vatlful? 'pleluro "
Hieae ano 'ﬂmnm.

-4 to‘ueurs. John B. 3mith:foad ‘Fd-f
+ W, Hartlngon for this - splondid
o[umusamont., for It was thelf ener-
» hat ihado 1ts erection poaslhlb‘ andf
< l.hqm Its snccess iay been aohiev- !
e ‘ballding committee’ bias proved §
"Ec‘ones ln many ways ‘and joatlﬂedi
alnJogi of Ihq direclon ln mking the i
a0 Yhy did™ PR 1%
\ad I s warding credit whare erbdlt. lai
-. shatieapahle, - conrtaom géntlo'mnn,[
I‘x{nkfﬁ)owal. should Hst¥ v ovar-i‘:'
. “Ho ha stood by the block hewrly §
(warklng hour sincs tha” ﬂrsf. hrlck
'ald, and dnring tho still hourh ot the |
i rorm might bave been l‘requenﬂy N
i, like & faltbfnl offiesr "of; ‘the’ luw,s
sy n pntrol of the hulldisg.” A yisme |
ai ono-of tha atanchast’conmul]ng‘f
4 In fiow Bugland, he: hig ﬁadm}rnbiy ;i
:ported;lts repatation by ‘Placlog-to 14,
“ht adedifice, the magnlllq!q s {me%
“sisntishllity of which mako’ it sland)!
ioub § pesr. In tho State.: Mr. fDowst,
2:50 haen. fortunate In h..'wﬁ:gs foro~
aof meh\r.hlhty sad t.mulwor:.hlnun {
< haundey M, Allen. Ha tias ffeotod k
vils Hith. the -best of {ndgitent,  has
naged-the workmen ln s way that has
'Ied “lils emaployers thal¥ Dbt eforty,
I In faghk Bas dona his part fun manner
sizellng wpon himselt tho highen ‘eredit,
\mong thoesa who have hbororl’ fne the
s of the block - st Opofa s Xostse, [
256 have hosn MoTo midﬂom“ﬂmn M,

i

T

“UL Wannlng, ant Ii1s uwingdrﬂntly lof

+ expetlenca ond skill ix 4 prentleal!
 hlteet that this mlummnnt tn lho dur ey
nrﬂeted. N




wnen Hlonag - R !
S rebltoctesTulin T Fronlng, v N
Sententor - -Henl & Vowse, EE r
‘¥ morsl foroman—Chanscey B, Altan,

"N the sub—contrantors odaio?vlp; word f
von'ng pright Jasily Lo sald, but wo havef
“ tungpace at our carnmsdd” to’ glvo I, |
L witi slmyly say that they* ‘have fatfilted
e obugs.uonu a\usrnctorliy, -nhd mttl
~ir natmos, togothor with - t\mm of all{
arrt who haen hail anything'to do with
=~ poestrnciion of thn Opan blook and

Le-latant—{nn galln
nf)).J T, Btaﬂnrdql!moklyn,’)'f.
txravatlon—3. B, Bmoarnon, .
l‘nun Mion - Danigl W Gutland, &, x ‘Bmm.

sotia srimmlery =B, £, Moy, koston,

'ron'n Co:m mmmim,a—urm Catm Yoy Hug.

Bl'lm And grouud gln.as—-n.. ﬂhcrburna &. Co.«,
Opnlliu olialrs :nd ba!enny lron rnlllngu-—A 1!.

i
Broem huunmsnd pmmhlnp;-—rlko &B’onm
t(t}u“ ng-—‘l DG A Lanod, J. B Banholer.
B
Gas ﬂxmmn ‘whd wlestrio llghtlnp;-n. Eolland
& Uny, rod MoKenna of Boston,
Freaeo deoomuogp-—J. El. Honoy & Bow, Oon-

Bconorr ang aat tqup—-Sunot ¥, Arrlgoni.Na'fr
Upho!atery n boxea~H. 0. Motso & CMBD!-
Uplmlutery of buoonluu and rnllinm—ﬂtn‘tml
Fér&:nrl of boxes lnd arosalng roomn—nozm
"Stn;pgzt;:fonll_larlt?n & Co. nnd Jaol Go!d:p"—'
N A
aua-oom'n.ac'mns ‘unpEH m:.\b & nownst.- i

< Prlek laylhf: and phstorlu;-—{)&te & Dlnkoy.

Tinulng—1Tke & Heakl,
SGnlvaniastt onrnlcas-c‘ushm; & Bon, Lmrq)l.

= Elning—E. J, Willlams, ¢
Faloting-~Wm, B, Abbaott,

Edem sanh, meuidivgs and nmr \rnulng....,;,
o

. Irnu work—~A. B:Towell. -
. Cuk grapite—Qeargo P Atwall,

" Tha cost of,, thb Opem Eouse hal beag
nbontsw, r Yo, :

(raming and n:ap OAT-

| Pp— P

HARRINGTON-SMITH BLOCK (Opera House Block)
NH~-209

HARBRS No.

R OHOICR OF SEATS.. N

Boll.!n; tha Chelos pf Seats for the Dponlng
ng‘ht ot tho Now Upora !Ieule—-’l'hp
Puruhnuen and Pricos Pnld. - “.,-r-
“!The salo of cholca Licketa fos the oponlng
night attbo now Opera’ Honse created
widesprend Interesy ldst ovenlog,’: and
although tho aals at G, I, Hosher & Co.'s
auctlon-rooms was not annonnced to com-
mence’tlll half-past seven o'elock, the par:
tles ln.orcatpd began gatherlog l.lwra be.
fora'shvon o'clock. On tho walls of the
toom-large dhgrams of tha sepls n dress-

Jelrclo, .parquet “and baleony WOTG " B~
“{ pouded; enahl]ngpnrchnscrs to’ obl.mn, o

exbellont- jdéa of the teals. I’mmpLIy ar,
the appointod t.lnin, Me G T Dosher “an-

Banj C Dem, who.
plalacd that the. senla wero. numbered.

{azactly the reverso ‘of those In Smyth’

1 Hall, with reforence to positiod; viz., Jolt
.1 11 Jeft a3 one enters the bonse, whoreas In
oE: Smﬁh'a Hall the position is taken from $ho
- atngu Purlbormore, My, Dean stated: that

nonep! the officofs or stobk-holders of the
Opera Houao hid rosorved any seals . for
themsolves, nad the outstde publlo *3tped
An ovon chiangs for tho best seats, and the
nt.ocl:holdors held an evon chanes with the
poblle... Tho speaker also oxplatned.'that
after the firat night the schedulo priog ror
tickots would ha twenty- -fivo cents less,and

box-omco ntiwo o’'clock this mornwh.
Al sums bid for alioles of soate wnutd
lu. ndditlon to tha stated price - of uelmla.

"M Dloehor then announced the boxes
toranlo aad ropclved ten - dollars as the
first {1a, . Thia was guickly Tun up to, ﬂ.t‘«
||.mm dollars, atonp dollar & bid, wheu it,
wag; apnonucnd that Col™ Tonf, --Ci,
Duun waoa the purchaser, and thla gontle-
man luleoted the lower we st box., .Thn
Hoin, Goorgs: Hyron Chondler took™ tho
box bpposita | for tha swm of filtoch dollats;’
and tho third liox wnssold to  Judge Lu-
clon I, Clongl 2ot twelve dollars, . -

. Tho nale of 10ata noxt commenced, oud
t.ho firat bld fo¥ a cholee wag ono dollar,

wht gdcured fleat oholoa for two doll,aru,
and selectad 300 and 819 purquct.

The followlog is the swnmary, the frat.
figures represenllng the number.of the

{208%, and thoss at thoend of tho llng tha

amount of the premlum psld for aach
BEabiem ‘” ;
NOXEY. e

nbunced the huslncss in ‘hand and, pre-1-
Jeaniad’ 'Col,

thal tlckots woum bo placed on salo at thel

wadaly Hon, Goorgn Byron Chnudlor,

T ¢

boxea, ‘Whieh - netted #4i2,

(Page 30)

fcetfirutsi:holce, Io%-rcr \mr, Col, Benj U‘

an

[ Becobd ohoice, luwnr cast, IIoe. Oebrge

-Byron Chaodlog, 816

EXThidd cho‘co, uppcr wear. J’udge anlon
Olough B

I‘AJIQUET.

‘ eorgs B. Chandler, 800. 210,
¥alter 8. Klllcy, 807, 808,

harles 11, ITHN, 205, 208, 2.00
Phoines L Thorpe, 1311 140. ST Bhon
Slmuel B, Curuls, 175, 170 £ 200

Head'& Dowst, 00, 70, S1€. am. 820,1.° 2.00.
S’fatern\sn Smith, {8 , 107, 168, " 2.00
‘Afthur. E.-Clarke, 281, 282, 293 204, 200
ngn Ghandler, 0768 0 i

B P Martln, 145, 160" P 'I‘.w
ﬁnw. ;xarrlnnwn 103 102, 153,

1.00

a.rles e Hlll "fﬂ. o : o K
EaW Harr!ngmn,4ﬂ 47,48, - * o100
aeorga 7. Dodge,-168, 180, 161,4¢2" Loo

Wolter M Parker, 42, o 1,00

£

}x?m Qloug, 112, 11, 1‘:4, 3
A, Kean, 103 K
G. Conner,185; 186, oo
JamesL Foole, 127, 128, -
HiES Parkor, jm 1o, 103, 108, 104
S8, 100, 107, 103 190 200, zu,m

aa0d, 204,
G‘eorge c. McQuﬁstlon 177, 178,
Weston, & T, 179, 180, 181. 182,
Gonrgo Biles, 163, 164,
Feank Dowsl, 78, 77, 18, ™,
‘Joba C. 10uug. 187,188, -
Ho B, Tadd, 115,118, 117, 118
Horman ¢, Straw; 205, 200, 20"!
gharlea ‘Abrame, 185, la{)

dovee 10 Proscott, 321, aza
cstqn, 142 148, L
g‘ugh ‘Whallnce,: 144 145,

B. Chandler;’ 28 0, 40 41
D, Lord, 193, 12
EiH Chadbouma. 267
‘Charleg Whitman; 187, 188,
Wil R, Patben, 1'10 171,
‘M. Brown, 167, 103,14
‘Robert, Smlth, 120, 130
ﬁeorgeB Chnndier, 270 280
L 'Bra.d[uy; 2915 :
Slayton, ‘131 R .‘_f_
._'Wq W(:lﬂh. 208, -

u.cow i -
f"mk Dowst, 211, 212, 213, 214, 13
G, Erl‘lauiugs, 52 53 64 _
131200, 210, 25 Wi
barloa WFel!u, 205 200, 8.00
SB. Varney, 313, %16, a3y, 213, i,, 125
Ib‘rederlck C. Dovr. 89, -lD 41,43, ! 1.00?
John-L. Nnvans.sﬂl, 533, 1.6
Panlul Clark, 219, 820, 2, 292, 2*33 1.¢0
(Frorge B..Chandler, 520, 3.;7 . 1.000
Erauk P, Oarpenmr 49, 00, 51, .. 100
ZWhllany: Corey, 48, 47, 100
Rofus P&y, £, 45, 100}
Ch'\s. Ry Eu:lmons, 52, 53, iH, 50,56,, 5o
G. A:. Hasolton, 195, 199, 258
™. A. Robluson, 200, 20t, B
Thulley Roberts, 23, + 20
Frauk Dowet, 37, 83, 333, 334, 25
ﬁ D, Lord, 333, 334, .25.
¥ t TAMQUET CINCLE, L
:ﬁeury Chandler, 833, 839, 349, 811, wo"
\Iuhu l\cl’mu 315, 8, 23

,'Al niyo o'elock the sie was prompily!
stoppcl ‘thers havioy been sold 181 Seaws ¢
A promium o $163.23 aside {rom the
Twenty-six *
‘ma wero sold al $2 premium: eleven st
B1.75; two nt $1.50; four at $1.25; forty-!

: @ighl. at §1; slxty-twoat $0.00; and toventy-

{elght at $0.2
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OPERA BLOCK.
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