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1346 Union Street, Claremont, Sullivan County, New Hampshire. 

USGS Mt. Ascutney, New Hampshire Quadrangle, Universal Transverse 
Mercator Coordinates: 18. 715000. 4805700 

SIGNIFICANCE: The Clement and Rossiter Store, built in 1833, with additions dating to 
circa 1845, 1879, and circa 1960, is an important example of Greek 
Revival commercial architecture characteristic of Connecticut River Valley 
mill towns. The building served as the offices of the Claremont 
Manufacturing Company, which expanded the industrial use of the Sugar 
River in Claremont in the 1830s. 

DESCRIPTION: The Clement and Rossiter· Store is a brick, two-story, front-gable, 
rectangular-plan building with a rubble shale foundation, situated on the 
east bank of the Sugar River. A two-story front porch with heavy turned 
posts is under the extended main roof, and is partly obscured by a frame, 
one-story, one-room, polygonal plan, shed-roofed addition built in 1879. 
The addition has a "false-front" parapet, narrow weatherboard siding, a 
rubble stone foundation, and an entrance situated on a diagonal comer 
wall. An attic-story porch is recessed in an elliptically arched opening in 
the gable wall. Original elements include three centered brick chimneys 
and 6/6 wood windows on the second floor east facade. A modem one
story frame storage shed is attached to the rear of the building. 

HISTORY: The building is located in Claremont's Lower Village, a neighborhood 
built during two major phases of industrial development. The first phase 
began with the harnessing of the Sugar River by the Claremont 
Manufacturing Company, which developed 15 acres and four waterfalls 
along the river. The company laid out Central, Main, and River streets, 
and built a timber dam, a stone factory, houses, and stores. The Clement 
and Rossiter Store was built in 1833 to serve as company offices and 
possibly as a company store. By 1851, Rossiter was the owner of a 
woolen mill downstream, and occupied the store with a partner named 
Putnam. The Claremont Manufacturing Company suffered setbacks in 
1848, and Rossiter may have acquired the property at that time. The 1851 
Walling map shows an addition about the size of the main building 
attached to the south end. In 1878, a fire severely damaged the interior 
of the store, as evidenced by charred rafters. The building was purchased 
and repaired by I. D. Hall in 1879, and opened as a general store offering 
dry goods, hardware, paints, ladies' furnishings, and a line of pre-made 
clothing which Hall manufactured in a nearby factory known as the 
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Dickinson Block. Hall constructed a small, one-story frame addition on 
the front of the building, which he rented in 1879 to B.F. Thrasher, who 
opened a retail meat market. Thrasher was a prominent meat wholesaler 
with a large cold-storage operation in the Chandler Block building in 
Claremont, and apparently wanted an additional retail outlet in the Lower 
Village to serve the factory workers in the area. During the twentieth 
century, the front addition has been a cobbler's shop and a barbershop, 
while the main block has remained a hardware store. The north addition 
was removed after 1918 by fire or demolition, and the upper floors were 
converted from residential use to storage. In the 1960s, the existing 
additions on the northwest comer of the building were built, and the front 
addition was converted to hardware store space. Replacement and 
widening of the adjacent Main Street Bridge by the New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation requires the removal of the front addition. 
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Clement and Rossiter Store, Floor Plan Sketch 
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