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The Bradway or Hall Housse

Broadway

Salem City, Salem County, New Jersey

Owner: Gayner Glass Company

Date of Erection: 1681

Architect:

Builder: Edward Eradway or William Hall

Present Condition: Good

Number of Stories; Two and one-half

Materials of Construction: Foundation - brick
Exterior walls - brick
Interior walls - plaster
Inside brick chimneys
Hoof —‘gambrel

RBistorical Data:

There is gome dlspute as To who 1lg the actual
bulicer of this house. There are those who c¢laim that
it wae built by Edward EBradwsy, smong these are Shourds

and Sickler, Local tradition at least hag persisted In
calling the house "The ¥Yradway House'.
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Friends records have the following to
sy of Bradway:

"Eadwerd Bradway livin in the parrish of paull
Shedwell in London transported himself with
his wife Mary and two daughters Mary and
Sugannah and their Servants William groom,
Francis Buckly and Jobhn Allen in the third
month 1677, into America who all arrived
in the provinece of tYest new Jersey In the
7th month {September) following and to the
place called new Salem ware they did Inhabit."

: The houze stands on part of szixteen acres
originally laid out to John Smith and the title has
heen traced to Williem Hall. Doctor Sharpe maintained
that it wag built by Hall and that the Bradways did

not scquire it until 1791, Hall iz suppofed to have
ostablished the place as his inn in 1692. In his

will, which 1s dated April 10, 1713, he devisged to

his son William the "capitall nouse’ where the testator
dwelt with all the lots bought of William Kelly.

No matter who was the builder, the houce
hag zn interesting history. Gickler says, "This house
claims the nroud possessgion of markings chowing its
age, the latest of all thosze =zo marksed in the county
and one of the few in the whole nation which has pre-
served g0 early a date of erection.” The royal gov-
ernors of New Jercey were visitorsz at this house. ¥Ye
have record of a lstter from Lord Cormbury, dated
June 7, 1707, to the Lord of Trade, "I procoedsd on
my Voyage ag farr gs six Miles below Selem, which is
about eighty Miles bhelow Burlington and there meeting
with contrary winds, I put into Zalem, where I c=stayed
severall days Viind bound, 1t seems during the tims I
wags at Zalem, Collonell Llvane waz beginning to erect
a Fort at Newcastle, and hed got an Act of Assembly
paseed in the local Countyes for the laying a duty of
half a pound of powder a Tonn, upon all Vessells that
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should sail by Newcastle, and the intent of that
IFort was to make them pay it." Cornbury held a
conference in this housze with Colonel Evansz and
told the latter that if he made any of our sloops
pay, he would soon get some "Guns downe %o Elsin-
burgh Point {which i& a place where the Swedes

had formerly a fort) snd iz below Newcastle, would
make every Veszel that went up the River or downe
pay three times as much as he did." The provinclal
Congresgs of VWest Jersey also used this house as a
meeting place,

The o0l1d house is known by three names:-
Governor's House, which 1z éssily explained by the
presence of royal governors, Light Housse, and the
0ld yellow. It was called Light House bescsuse a
lantern wae formerly suspended from the roof to
gulde lats mariners at night up Ssalem Creek. It
wag called old yellow because yellow paint adorned
the house for many years,

Sickler ssve thet Bredway bullt the hours
and that it remained in the hand: of the Bradway
family nesarly two centuries. It wes in a dilani-
dated condltion when 1t was gutted by fire. Later
on it was wurchssed by the Gayner Glasg Company,
who rebuilt 1t and used it as thelr office bullding.

The house stands near the foot of Broad-
way formerly called Vherl Street, in Salem, near
the nlace vhere Kajor John Henwick landed in QOctober,
1875,

Hibllograzhy:
Sickler, J. 5. The 0ld Houses of Salenm

County Salem, Sunbeam Publishing Company,
1934 :
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Shourds, Thomasg History and (Jeneclogy
of Fenwick'sColony Erldgeton, G. F,
Nixon, 1876

"Colonial Roof Trees" snd "Candle Ends"
sglem, Salem County Historical Society,

1634

SEVMOUR WILLIANS, A.I.A.
District Ofiicer
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ADDILINDUHM

We mentioned in our first skeitech of this
house that there was a difference of opinion as to
the bullder and named elther Edward Bradway or
William Hall., 3Sinee that time we have discovered
a paper that was read before the Salem County
Higtorieal Soclety in 1907 which would ssen %o
definitely rrove that HIall wag the builder. ZEdison
Jones in this paper points out that Shourds was in
erroy bo say that "as carly as 1676" the street
upon which this house stands was ealled Wnarf Strecet
and then to add that the street was later In 1693, '
when Salenm wasg incorporated as a borough, named
BDradway Street in honor of Edward Bradway and that
Broadway was a corruption., Jones finds that in the
earlw records this thoroughfare was spoken of. ag
the "Town Landing'; this was as late as 1688, He
slso polnts out that none of the abstracts of deeds
in the New Jersey Archives up to the year 1704 make
eny mention of Wharf Street.

In September 1676 gix town lots were
gsurveyed on the north side of what le now Droadway
hetween 1t and Fenwick Creck, The nearest one to
the doclc eoniained sixteen acres and was made out
to Jobn Smithe. This is proved by reference to
Fenwick's survey, to Town Grants, and to the Salem
Survey. John Smith and his wife llartha sold sixteen
acrcs, plus another six aere plece that Smith had
cecuired from Femwick In 1679, bto Sarah Cannon In
1693, She left all her property to her daughter
Sarah Pile who sold on April 2, 1691 to William Hall
and his wife Elilizabeth,

The house in question stands on the sixteen
acres which beecame the property of Willliam Hall, and
there ls every reason to Lelleve that the house whiech
bears the date 1691 on 1ts east gable was built by
Williem Hall and bthat he had established it as an inn
by 1692, We know that by August 17, 1692 William Hall
was an inn holder of 3alem, In his willl whichk ws
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mentioned in our orlginal sketeh he left the house
where he dwelt to his son, It is called the “Capitall
House" by which name the house has been known locally.,

The records do not show that Edward Bradway
ever owned & house on the north side of Broadway
between the wharf and lariket 3treet. Bradway hought
one thousand ascres from IFenwlick on Kay 6, 1675 and he
bought another thousand on June £3 from John Edridge,
The rmeeting records show that Bradway arrived in 1€77.
His first nine hundred and eighty-;our acres vere
surveyed for him on Alloway's Creel and his second
nine hundred and elghty-four acres were surveyed on
Stow Cresk., Every purchaser of one thousand acres had
a right to a town lot of sixteen acres in Salem, there-
fore, RBradway had the right to two such lots., Records
do not show when these lots were surveyed; neither of
them were on Broadway a8 1s shown 1In the records of
the conveyancess. The sixteen acre lot he received from
the Fenwlick purchase he sold on December £3, 1680 to
Richard Wilkinson, and it is described =28 being bounded
on three sides by a marsh and the fourth side is not
said to be a highway. The other sixteen acre plece he
conveyed to his daughter kary Cooper on February 1,
1692-93, This piece had a house on it and was on a
street that ran northwesterly., We find that there was
o street named for Ldaward Bradway., It appears in the
record ags gsuch, but it 4did not run east ond west as
does Broaedway., A search of other property held on
this gsame Bradway Street shows that 1t ran northwesterly
and southwesterly. Thias street retained its name as
late as December 10, 1737. After that date a public
road farty~five feet wide was laid out., In The descrip-
tion this road is stated as rumning into the street
called Bradway. As near as can be ascertzined this
Bradway Street was the northerly portion of the present
Johnson Street.

My, Jones has carefully documented his
research by constant reference to the varlous grants
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aﬁd surveys, and it certainly appears that the
bullder of the housse in guestion was William Hall
and not Edward Bradway.

Blbliography:

Jones, Edison Salesbury Early Szlen
County Salem, Sunbeam Publishing
Company, 1907 (Paper read before the
Salem Historical Soclety, December 10,
1907) '




