I e
~01d glll&" ' HABS =N J-5€ A=)
Batsto, Burlington County, Vew Jersey e

o . . I
A . . ’ . - L 3

' _ PHOTOGRAFIS
VRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA
District of New Jersey

: Historic American DBuildings Survey
Seymour Williams, F.A,I,4,, Digtrict Officer
153 Central Avenme, nahuay, Hew Jersey




01

Village

Zatato, Durlinston UJomty, Mew Jersey

Ovmer: “Twmrton Msitate

Date of

Treetlon:  llanor liouse cnlarged about 18YG;
cote of erectlion of older norition
mmeertaling stone barn: 1830; saw

mills abous time of furnace, 1768

Faterials of Construction:

TATOR HOUSN:  three and one-halfl s=torlie
115 feoot tower; stone ¢ouanu¢on, exter
stuccoed; interior o2laster; inside bri
niteh roof with d

g ”i*q a
i

VOTMDATY R HOUSD: two and one-half ztories: stone
foundation; frame construction, claphoards; interior
-3
A

nlaster; inside briclr ehirneys; nitceh reoo

CTARIT: two and one-halfl stories; stone foundationg
stone; rough finish inside; plteh rood

SOOIy Two stories; stone Toundakion; frame;
rousiy finleh inslde; ﬁl,ch roof

RS two s tories; stone foundation; frame;
finish ineide; oHitch roof

-

{(3ce ¥I-3C5 Tor Store and Post CFffice, WJ-3587 for
Cyist 1411, end 1J-443 for Store Zouse) '

‘Batzto or Deistow Iurnace ig locatsd on

Batato Hiver or Ureck, a hranch of Titile Eg, IHarbor
or fulllca Hivor. The Indians had a suvmmer village




here called Tescocharue, loter Zwe LV“to* Zetato
was o‘mlﬂ“l‘.U the aroverty of Israel Pomberton and vwas
mown as LWhltcomb lanor; it srasz sold o Charles Pead,
a neohew of Pemberion by marriage, Reod bizan buying
and selling nrovorties as carly ag 1754 and by 1788
he had a lorg eubuﬁe; he nad a quarter interest in

Babsto, Tn 1755 the furnace was bullt on & site now
covered by an artificial pond., Doyver says that the
owners in 1767 were heuben laines, brever of Phila-
delphia, John Cooper, gentleman, Burlington, Charles
Read, Esquire of Surling gton, villiam «ram;lx; a
mefcaauu of Tew York City, and Josenh Tilson of Bure-
lington County; but Iall 1ists Colonel Jobn Knox as
the cwmer in 1767 and Thomas Ilayberry in 1768, Boyer
is, however, the more rellable szcurce,

Jolm Cox became the cwner ahont 1773, 1ie
was a nmerchant of “hiladelphia, an active patriot,

a member of the first Zeneral Cormittes on Corres-
vondence and tne vounczl of Bafety, ‘hen the Phila-
delohia Associatl was organized e was chosen major

J

and later liewn neﬁqr tmcolomel, In 1778 he becam

assigtant guartermaster-goneral of the ormy., He pur-
chasec in 1780 the old manor at Bloomsbury, Trenton,
built by William Trent (¥J-200), Ilere he svent about
ten years,.

Cox wanted a fort g
from the Zritish shins nes 1 e
memorial to the Cowncil op Cafet 1
petitlon was =wrocented to forbii- t 0
inlet; however, the Council felt AV 1itho
jurisgdictlion, In 3eptember, 1777 the reneral assembly

cuthiorized an arpronriasion of Four ndred and thirty
nounds one snilling and threes vence Jor The erection

and equivyment of a Fort at Foxbarrovs on Chestmut Te acl,
There was s deley In mounting the juns and the Tritish

attacked the fort on October 10, 1778, Th ren followed
what is lmovmn as the massacre of Chestnubt ¥eclk, On
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June 5, 1Y7Y Cox was granted nower to reaise a company
of fifty men an wo Lieutenants wlith hiwsell as cap-
e

e of Iatsto Furnace, In October,

1777 after considerable nroperty had becen deuuroyed

by the Iritish at Igo Harbor leeting House (_Jeﬁnvton},
Cantain Ferguson in ch“rbe of the UTAthh troops plamned
to destroy Hatsto; however, Pulaski's foreign logion -
nrevented this,
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toin Tor the def
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Jogeph PBall wes connechted with Datsto as

early as 17756, 1f not earllier, e was the chiel prow-
nrietor of the furnace in 1778 and became the sole
ovmer in 17”7. ﬁfter 1” 4 Viilliam Richardas wos cone
nected with Zatsto. ZHe was an uneles of Ball and served

-"

"e According to the Yew Jerscy Archives,
--1

yras one of hhe owners In 1781, This
is hazy. Dy an ﬂﬁreement of Jvne 5,

as his manage
Charles _eti
noint, howoeve:

® r"
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1784 YViillizs Dicharnds purchased the Batsto Iron ‘ioriis
from 2is nephew Josenh Ball lowever, Josoph Tall and
charleos “ctLLt had cachr sgre “@ to talze one-third of

the wrone b7 Sdichards was the monazser and held the
prinoipal nterest vetween 1783 and 1720,

The set-up ot Batato represented a zind of

feudal relationship betwecen the owner and his worlmen
and tenants. However, Batsto different Trom many
furnaces; there was no slave labor used, but Willliam

Esl

Richards lived as a kind of feudal leord, setiling
dispubes among hiu'poon?e, purchasing *heir supplies
Tor theom, and In geoneral administering to their welfare,

After The death of Willlam Richards in 1823,
the esztate was sold, I% consisted of about fifty thousand
sercs and the .ewmer of the Pichards famlly bougnt the
land orownd Zabsto, AL tﬁ&b time Fabsio furnace znd
formg vere gnniralsed at fifty~Tive thousand two hundred

do'l'lnnn

™o v“ndco vas rehullt twice - onco in 17284

and a;szin in 18 An 1835 the wrofite began Lo leasen,
Tt was due l”"Plj to the compotition of Pennsylvania
farnaces, csse fichards, who nad become tho manoger
as early ag 1807, alfter his lether's death started a




per mill, Scon ft' c ent’
54, Lifty-five thousand acrez oulb
3 o}

£ thousand wvere sold to nay en-
‘cumbrances, The 'ncguﬁrLGs were Vlo and a gherilifia
cale finally cleaned up tho Interes oP the TIichnrds
family in thﬂ “atsto proners A Pire in 1874 de-

‘,F
stroyed the 01& iron worlis and mos % of the villase.

nh Tharton of Philaodelahis pure

In 187¢ Joze
chased the Batsto estate, annroxdmately one nundred
squarc miles. The blg house was cnlarfned and Improved
to the extent of over 40,000, The manor hiocuse now
eontaing thirty-six rooms,. The OLn1ﬂ4 rocw 1s fini
in ash, the parlor In cheriy and w 1nuu, and tae sisir-
way in oak,

: Zatsio Furnace LﬁfnlShGQ cannon palls both
fowr the_Rsvolutionayy viayr and fop the Tar of 18lk. In
its early éxistence nots, kettles, . rats bars, sash
welchts, pestles, and forge harmers were made Lhero;
algo, many decoreative stove j“ﬂte or chlmmey btacliz,
Later on: greve-wa?keru, crnoamented iren Tences, and
i“on columns were cest, The “toﬁﬁ eylinders for Johmn

itehtla fourth boabt were made ot Zatsto. n later
rears mostly iron water nloe was nroduccod.
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