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United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Bureau of Entomology
and Plant Quarantine

Limited USDA administrative activities.

Constructed in 1940 to carry out the provisions of the National Plant
Quarantine Act of 1912, the USDA Plant Quarantine Building is
significant as an excellent example of a government building designed in
the Art Deco style under the Works Progress Administration. The
building is also important as a hub of maritime activity and the
agricultural commodity trade. The function of the building was to allow
for the detection and removal of plant pests that may be harbored on
imported plant material.  Plant pathologists at Hoboken became
responsible for disease determination for nineteen ports in a territory
extending from New York south to Norfolk, Virginia and west to
Chicago, Illinois.

The building is located thirty feet west of the Hoboken Piers Headhouse,
which is documented as HAER No. NJ-63.
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PART 1. HISTORICAL INFORMATION
A. PHYSICAL HISTORY

1.

Date of Erection: The construction phase of the USDA Plant Quarantine
Building was completed and the building occupied on June 28, 1940. (USDA

1941: 3)

Architect: William L. Gill is listed as the architect on the plans for the building.
Limited information exists concerning Gill. Gill worked under the auspices of
the Works Progress Administration and developed the quarantine building design
in the Art Deco style. The architect rejected the more traditional "classical" style
of government buildings for a modern design which reflected the New Deal
Philosophy. The 1939 Worlds Fair (The World of Tomorrow) was influential,
as the Art Deco/Streamline Modern style predominated at the fair.

Original and Subsequent Owners: The United States Department of
Agriculture, Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, has been the sole
owner of the building.

The history of the property is summarized as follows:

1. On December 3, 1917, President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation
seizing from the North German Lloyd Dock Company the property called
the Hoboken Piers, which is currently known as the South Waterfront.
Included in that seizure was the parcel of land upon which the USDA
building now sits.

2. On April 19, 1930 the Seventy-First Congress passed legislation allowing
the federal government to sell or lease the property known as the Hoboken
Piers with the exception of those parcels which today include the USDA
Building and the U.S. Post Office.

3. On June 21, 1938 the Seventy-Fifth Congress passed legislation
authorizing the lease of the Hoboken Piers (excluding the property
excepted in #2 above) to the City of Hoboken. The lease agreement was
signed on September 24, 1952.

4. On August 10, 1938 the United States Maritime Commission granted
permission to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture to erect the USDA
building at its present site.
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5. On September 27, 1982, Congress, through Public Law 97-268,
authorized the sale of the Hoboken Piers to the City of Hoboken,
excluding the site of the USDA Building and the U.S. Post Office site.
The sale was closed in January 1984.

6. In November 1995, Congress passed and the President signed into law
H.R. 2002, the Department of Transportation Appropriations Act which
included Section 354, the transfer of the USDA Building and site to the
City of Hoboken. This transfer is pending as of this writing.

Builder, Contractor, Suppliers:

Albro Metal Products Corp.
960 Longfellow Avenue
Bronx, New York

Ceco Building Products
Ceco Steel Products Corporation
New York, New York

Federal Seabord Terra Cotta Corp.
Perth Amboy, New Jersey

General Electric Air Conditioning Systems
Northern Air Conditioning Corporation

21 Central Avenue

Newark, New Jersey

Lafayette Iron Works, Inc.
649-661 Grand Street
Jersey City, New Jersey

Peerless Monorail Systems
310 West 14th Street
New York, New York

Superior Fire Proof Door & Sash Co., Inc.
1811 Carter Avenue
New York, New York
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Original Plans and Construction: The building was constructed in accordance
with the architectural, mechanical, structural, refrigeration, electrical, heating and
plumbing drawings of a 51-sheet plan set titled "Plant Quarantine Building,
Hoboken, New Jersey" prepared for the Bureau of Entomology and Plant
Quarantine, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Engineering,
Division of Plans and Service, dated January 1939, Job No. 39035D. These
plans are located at the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

A grant of $40,000 was furnished by the Works Progress Administration for
demolishing three buildings on the site and the Plant Quarantine Building was
constructed under an allotment of $400,000 from the Public Works
Administration. (USDA 1941: 3)

The building was described in December 1940:

*[The building] is constructed of reinforced concrete with tile walls and
buff brick on the outside. Itis trimmed with four bands of brown glazed
terra cotta with ivory terra cotta coping. Window sashes are steel, doors
are metal clad, floors are cement with linoleum finish or quarry tile, the
building being practically fireproof in every respect. The building is 144
feet by 52 1/2 feet, four stories with basement, boiler room, and
penthouse.” (U.S.D.A. 1941: 3)

Historic views of the building dating from 1942 are located in Becker, The
Hoboken Inspection House. Becker describes the building as a yellow brick
building with red and black trim. The original drawings indicate that a pair of
cylindrical bronze and opal glass lamps flanked the main entrance. The lamps
have been removed.

The historic descriptions of the building are generally consistent with its present
appearance. The yellow or buff-colored building has black trim at the west
entrance and brown-red terra-cotta trim parapets capped with ivory terra-cotta.
No significant alteration of the building’s original appearance has occurred.

Alteration and Additions: The Plant Quarantine Building has remained
remarkably intact. No alterations of note have occurred to either the exterior or
interior.
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B. HISTORIC CONTEXT

The Plant Quarantine Building is situated on a property which was originally a tidal
marsh on the Hudson River. Colonel John Stevens purchased the land of present day
Hoboken in 1784. In 1804, Colonel Stevens began the first phase of landfills to extend
the shoreline. The Hoboken Land and Improvement Company oversaw the significant
landfill effort and in 1856 the current shoreline configuration was established. Hoboken
rapidly grew as a center of industry and shipping in the nineteenth century. The North
German Lloyd Lines acquired a site on the Bremen Docks in 1861, while the Hamburg-
American Line was established there in 1870. The project site was located upland of the
Bremen docks and the first structure was erected on the site in 1881.

The Plant Quarantine Building is in close proximity to four historic resources: the
Southern Hoboken Historic District, the Erie-Lackawanna Railroad and Ferry Terminal,
the Central Hoboken Historic District and the Stevens Historic District. The Southern
Hoboken Historic District is composed of nineteenth century three-to-four-story brick
residential and commercial structures. In 1906, the Erie-Lackawanna terminal was
constructed. The innovative design of the railway and ferry terminal has significantly
contributed to railroad engineering history. The Central Hoboken Historic District
contains an array of residential architectural styles, which include Romanesque Revival,
Renaissance Revival, and Classical Revival. The majority of blocks are intact and
feature uniform setbacks, and the buildings illustrate a high level of workmanship. The
Stevens Historic District located on Castle Point is characterized by distinguished red
brick academic buildings which date from 1870 to 1940.

Provision was made in Nursery Stock, Plant and Seed Quarantine No. 37, effective June
1, 1919, for the importation, in limited quantities and under special permit, of plant
materials from almost all parts of the world for propagation purposes. (USDA 1941:1)
Prior to that time, all importations were routed to USDA facilities in Washington, D.C.
for inspection. Washington was the chosen location due to the proximity of the
Department’s corps of specialists and that office handled eighty to eighty-five percent
of all inspections. Pressure from trans-Pacific concerns resulted in construction of
facilities in San Francisco, Honolulu, and Seattle by 1932 that handled the remaining
inspections. (USDA 1941: 2). However, most of the shipments that were inspected in
Washington arrived in the United States via the Port of New York and the need for
USDA facilities at that port became apparent as early as 1919. The increasing costs of
transportation, labor charges and delayed delivery to final destinations necessitated a New
York Harbor location to streamline the inspection and quarantine process. Planning for
the USDA Plant Quarantine Building in Hoboken began in the 1930s and upon
completion of the building, the Department’s activities were transferred from
Washington, D.C. to the Hoboken facility.
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The activities in the building are the detection and treatment of plant pests that may be
harbored on imported plant material. Upon commencement of activities in the building
in June 1940, the first three floors contained plant quarantine activities and the fourth
floor contained the Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine’s Foreign Parasite
Introduction Station. Most of the following description of activities in the building is
located in Becker, 1942,

The first floor of the building primarily contained the shipping and receiving activities.
The approximately 3,200 square foot shipping and receiving areas were divided by a
woven wire fence, but the space remained otherwise open. The crated plant material
would remain in the receiving area until it was needed on the second floor, to which it
would be taken by elevator. When inspection of plant material was complete, the
material would be returned to the first floor and held in the shipping area until sent on
to its final destination. Two cold storage rooms comprising 550 square feet (most
recently used as offices) are located on the north end of the first floor and a 1,000 cubic
foot vacuum fumigation tank, or chamber, is located in the south end. Crates would be
wheeled into the cubical tank to be fumigated, which would be undertaken by connecting
a cylinder of liquid fumigation gas to the tank. The machine room contains air-cleaning
machinery that pulls the fumigation gas from the air as it leaves the tank as well as air-
conditioning, and steam heating for portions of the building. (Please see Section III.LE
for a more detailed discussion of the fumigation tanks.)

The second floor contained all of the inspection and some of the treatment activities. In
the south end of the building is the mail inspection room, in which mail and express
packages were inspected. Cargo importations were inspected in the long inspection room
along the east side of the building. Both inspection rooms have compressed air outlets
which allow particles of soil or debris to be blown from the plant material. In the
northeast corner of the second floor is the fumigation room which contained five vacuum
fumigation tanks into which crates are wheeled in a similar fashion to the tank on the
first floor. In contrast to the stand-alone fumigation tank on the first floor, the vacuum
tanks on the second floor were tied into a gas supply system built into the building. In
the northwest corner of the building is the heat treatment room. In this room are hot-
water treatment tanks of an approximate capacity of 375 gallons. Plant material was
placed in wire mesh baskets suspended from an overhead steel I-beam with a chain hoist
and lowered into the tanks. The drying cabinet in this room removed excess moisture
from the heat-treated material. Dry heat chambers and autoclaves were also located in
this room. A laboratory is also located on the second floor and was used by pathologists
for the preparation of solutions and the mixing of chemicals. This room contained metal
cabinets, vacuum and compressed air outlets, a chemical fan hood and an autoclave.
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The third floor contained thirteen offices and laboratories and a dark room and
photographic laboratory. A laboratory such as the one on the second floor is located
directly above it on the third floor. The plant pathologists’ laboratory located in the
southwest corner of the building, the entomologists’/ taxonomists’ laboratory in the south
east corner, and the inspectors’ offices are all similarly furnished. The rooms contained
a chemically-treated hardwood work bench along the exterior walls and compressed air,
vacuum and gas outlets.

The fourth floor contained insect parasite work and included two parasite handling
rooms, twelve insectaries where live insects were kept, offices, and four cold storage
rooms.

As of 1990, the role of the entomologists and plant pathologists in the building was
disease determination for nineteen ports in a territory extending from New York to
Norfolk, Virginia, and west to Chicago. The pathologists also served as liaison officers
to the states for post-entry quarantine whereby growth of an imported plant is monitored
for a two year period to assure pest eradication. Scientists also performed the
certification required under U.S. Fish and Wildlife Law for the exportation of
endangered plant species. Many of the plants inspected in the building were seized in
customs from travelers. These plants were inspected, and if healthy, were forwarded to
specially assigned plant rescue centers at universities and botanical gardens. (Drobbin:
1990)

PART II ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION
A. GENERAL STATEMENT

1. Architectural character: The four-story rectangular structure is fashioned in an
Art Deco style. The building is of reinforced concrete construction, clad with
yellow, brown and orange mottled brick, and brown-red, ivory and black terra
cotta. Elevations are divided into two distinct horizontal sections: the first three
stories are an expressionistic arrangement of brick in a pilastered arcade and the
fourth story is characterized by its lack of ornament except for three terra cotta
bands at the cornice. With the exception of the ground floor, the interior of the
Plant Quarantine Building consists of a series of offices and laboratories. The
ground floor is devoted to large shipping and receiving rooms and small
mechanical and electrical equipment rooms. The upper three stories are clinical
laboratories designed for plant disease research.
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Condition of fabric: The building is in good condition considering its age and
usage. The building framing components have performed well and the various
building elements have experienced normal wear and aging. The building
exterior is brick with a concrete foundation and is in good condition. There are
many locations of brick with cracks, cracked mortar joints, or open mortar joints.
The expansive forces of rust and weathering have resulted in brick crack
propagation. The concrete loading dock and the cantilevered concrete roof
overhang (east elevation) are in poor condition. There is a great deal of
efflorescence and cracking due to freezing and thawing. Adjacent to the garage
(south elevation) are the fuel oil fill, clean out and overflow pipes, which show
signs of spillage.

DESCRIPTION OF EXTERIOR

1.

Overall Dimensions: The four-story rectangular structure measures 144’-0" x
52’-6" and is 54’-6" tall (measured from sidewalk to top of roof coping at the
northwest corner). The building has a partial basement with a floor area of 1,225
square feet.

Foundations: The concrete foundation walls and the basement slab are in good
condition. However, the walls have random locations of efflorescence. At the
north elevation, there is exposed reinforcing with resultant concrete spalls and
cracks at the top of the foundation wall. The loading dock roof slab (east
elevation) is in poor condition with considerable cracks, spalls, rusted
reinforcement and extensive efflorescence.

Walls: Walls are constructed of reinforced concrete clad with yellow, brown,
and orange-mottle brick, and brown-red and black terra cotta. A single brown-
red terra-cotta belt course extends across the top of the third story. The brick
walls are in good condition. The steel angle lintels (above casement windows),
however, are severely rusted. The extensive rust has caused numerous
condition: cracks in brick and mortar joints and open mortar joints. Crack
propagation through the brick wall allows for the entrance of moisture into the
interior of the building. Where the fourth floor exterior wall steps in on the
southern portion of the east side of the building, there is a continuous expansion
crack running from the balcony to the roof parapet wall. This expansion joint
and a few less severe joints have been caulked and designated natural control
joints.
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Structural system framing: The framing components have performed well and
may be expected to endure for many decades. The concrete floor slabs and
framing beams at the second, third and fourth floors are in very good condition.
The first floor slabs have some areas of cracks resulting from shrinkage and
normal wear.

Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads: Along the east elevation, the fourth
floor balcony and balcony roof (similar consiruction to the main roof) are in poor
condition. The parapet wall appears to be concrete with a steel pipe railing
mounted on top. The parapet is decorated with four bands of brown-red terra-
cotta interspersed with rows of brick and an ivory terra cotta cap.

Chimneys: The octagon-shaped brick boiler stack (east elevation) is detached
from the building and in fair condition. The upper level of the boiler stack is
brick construction with ornate glazed brown-red tile bands and caps. The top
brick veneer of the chimney has severe damage; cracked brick, cracked and open
mortar joints, and loose brick. There are further areas of cracking on the
brackets supporting the steel ladder. The boiler stack tile patterns match those
of the building.

Openings:

a. Doorway and doors: The centrally located front entryway (west
elevation) is recessed within a stepped frontispiece of black terra cotta.
The entry is accessed by a short straight stair and the front entry has a
transom of glass block. The double doors have morel metal grilles now
painted black and medallions that in relief depict naturalistic scenes of
varying climatic zones. The entryway tile is in fair condition with holes
from removed signage and light fixtures. The south elevation houses the
garage area, while the east elevation contains the concrete loading dock
region. The stair nosings are corroded and bowing. The south elevation
contains the garage area and the garage door is in poor condition. The
east elevation comprises the concrete loading dock and entrance which too
are decrepit.

b. Windows and shutters: The windows throughout the building are the
original metal casement windows with integrated mullions and single pane
plate glass installed with window putty. The first three stories consist of
nine bays recessed from the main plane of the facade, each distinguished
by brick piers. Each bay contains a pair of casement-style windows, each
with a small brick pilaster between them. Each third-story bay is capped



USDA PLANT QUARANTINE BUILDING
HABS No. NJ-1231

(Page 10)

by a carbolate brick pilaster section at the third story. The metal
casement window frames are rusting, the paint is peeling and the window
putty is deteriorating.

Roof: The flat roof consists of built-up asphalt with stone slag and is in very
poor condition. Large portions of the roof have been patched and have bubbled.
Some sediment build-up, debris and vegetative growth is observed at various
locations of the roof. Two roof drains with cast iron strainers are located on the
east and west sides of the building, with an overflow scupper through the parapet
wall. Various plumbing vents penetrate the roof with lead flashing which appears
to be in good condition. Contiguous to the penthouse structure is an existing
temporary greenhouse structure in fair condition and built directly on the roofing
material. The mechanical and elevator penthouse is in fair condition; however,
extensive cracks occur above the window and the window lintels are heavily
corroded.

C. DESCRIPTION OF INTERIOR

1.

Floor plans: A partial basement under the southeast portion of the building
houses three oil-fired boilers and an incinerator. The first floor space is used for
building services such as a loading dock, building utilities and garage area. The
north portion of the first floor has two refrigeration rooms that were recently
utilized as office space. The northwest area supports the mechanical equipment
and maintenance shop. The south portion of the first floor houses a large steel
high pressure fumigation chamber. The southeast corner contains the garage
area. A small vestibule and reception area are located at the west elevation

entryway.

The second floor space is reserved for laboratories. The corridor ceiling height
is 8’-9" and the laboratory ceiling height is 9’-4". The south laboratory double
doors read "Caution Radiation" notating the use of radioactive isotopes. The
north laboratory has four steel high pressure fumigation chambers. The third floor
is designated for office and laboratory space with a corridor ceiling height of 9’-
5" and laboratory ceiling heights ranging from 9°-1" to 8’-5". The fourth floor
is designated for laboratory and office space. The corridor ceiling height is 10’-
2" while the laboratory ceiling height is 10’-7". The northwest laboratory
contains four cold storage rooms and the floor is built up 2 1/2" from the
corridor, sloping to the passageway drainage along the west side of the building.
Along the east side of the floor there is a long corridor with small fumigation
rooms next to the outside wall and steel doors with airtight seal locks. The
southeast office provides access to the balcony.
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Stairways: The only stairway in the building has quarry tile floors at the
landings, marble treads and risers, and glazed tile walls with plaster above on
terra cotta block walls. The treads are 9 3/4" wide, while the risers are 7 1/4"
high. The railings are 31" above the stair nosing and the fourth floor guard rail
is 33" above the finished floor. There are 30" high guard rails at the intermediate
windows on the landing. There is no fire separation at any of the floors. Each
landing has a drinking fountain and electrical access panels.

Flooring: The first floor flooring system is a combination of concrete and quarry
tile. The main entrance vestibule and the stairway landing have quarry tile floors.
The garage and building service area have an exposed concrete floor, while the
main shipping and receiving area has a painted concrete floor. The second and
third story floors are composed of quarry tile. The fourth story flooring system
consists of painted concrete floors and vinyl asbestos sheets. The remaining
offices and laboratories have vinyl asbestos sheet flooring.

Wall and ceiling finish: The first floor walls and ceiling are a combination of
concrete and plaster. The maintenance and loading dock area has exposed
concrete walls and ceilings. The main shipping and receiving area has painted
concrete block walls. The southeast garage area has concrete and plaster walls.

The second floor corridor walls have terra cotta block with glazed tile on the
corridor side and plaster on the other. The laboratories have plaster walls and
ceilings while the east laboratory has 2 x 4 wood stud walls with gypsum board.

The third floor corridor walls consist of terra cofta with glazed tile on the
corridor side and lath and plaster on the other. The offices and laboratories have
plaster walls and ceilings which show water damage. Roof leaks are evident by
water damage on the exterior walls by windows in Room 303, 311, and 322.

The fourth floor corridor walls are fashioned in the same manner as the second
and third floor corridor walls. The northwest laboratory and cold storage rooms’
interior walls appear to be either lath and plaster over terra cotta brick or lath and
plaster over steel framing. The fourth floor lath and plaster ceilings are
supported by the structural slab above. The remaining offices and laboratories
have plaster ceilings. Roof leaks are evident by water damage at the southwest
corner office above the south window and the southeast office above the access
door to the balcony.
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Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: The first floor main entrance doors open inward.
There are three risers with ornate aluminum railings to the upper vestibule and
first floor level. The upper vestibule has an ornate aluminum door leading to the
utility space. The aluminum handrail and decorative aluminum panel doors are
reflective of the Art Deco style. The east side of the building has two roll-up
doors which lead to the loading dock.

b. Windows: Metal casement windows with integrated mullions and a single
pane of glass are found throughout the building. The first, second and third story
windows have a sill width of 4’-8", a sill height of 3°-2" and a height of 5°-10".
The fourth floor windows are 3’-0" in width with a sill height of 3’-0". All
windows are original to the building. The fourth floor balcony windows and
screens are in poor condition.

Decorative features and trim: The first floor upper vestibule has the original
oak public telephone booth. The first floor vestibule area contains a heat register
grill, with a distinctive geometric motif, which reflects the building’s Art Deco

style.

Hardware: No unique or notable hardware has been identified.
Mechanical equipment:

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: From the first floor garage area
access is gained to the boiler room shaft with stairs leading to the basement
mechanical tunnel and boilers. The second floor northwest laboratory has an
autoclave and a continuous overhead block and tackle hoist. The north laboratory
has four steel high pressure fumigation chambers and the original fume hood.
The fourth floor small fumigation rooms have a ceiling height of 7°0" to allow
for a mechanical exhaust mezzanine. The mechanical exhaust mezzanine holds
the exhaust units with a small catwalk for access.

b. Lighting: The utilitarian lighting fixtures in several areas of the building are
illustrated in photographs included in Section IIL.E. of this report.

¢. Plumbing: The first floor toilet is non-handicap accessible and has all the
original finishes and fixtures. The second floor has a small non-handicap
accessible toilet with original finishes and fixtures. The third floor men’s and
women’s toilets are handicap accessible and in good condition. The toilets have
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all the original finishes and fixtures with quarry tile floor and glazed wall tile.
The fourth floor men’s toilets are handicap accessible with the original fixtures,
quarry tile floor and glazed wall tile.

d. Elevator: The original freight elevator is in good working condition with
stops on floors one through four. There is no direct stop at the penthouse or the
basement boiler room. The building does not have a passenger elevator.

e. Original furnishings: Laboratory furniture consists of built-in work tables,
sinks and cabinets of a typical utilitarian style except for features particular to the
specific plant studies performed, which are presented in Section IILE. of this

report.

General setting and orientation: The Plant Quarantine Building is located in the
Hoboken Piers Headhouse Complex which extends from the Hudson River
Waterfront to River Street and from First Street north to Fourth Street. The
building is a free-standing structure surrounded to the north, south and east by the
asphalt lot of the Hoboken Piers Headhouse Complex. The building is situated
west of Hoboken Piers A and C. The entire Headhouse Complex is encircled by
a decorative but foreboding fence composed of cast iron spearheads. The west
side of River Street, opposite the Headhouse Complex, is dominated by new mid-
rise to high-rise construction. Between Newark Avenue and First Street, the
structures on the west side are three to five stories high and represent the
Southern Hoboken Historic District. North of Second Street the structures are
outside the historic district. Furthermore, the structural character shifts to newer,
high-rise buildings. Between First and Second Streets, the west side of River
Street consists of a modern six-story brick commercial structure and an eight-
story parking deck. The block opposite the Plant Quarantine Building contains
two brick residential units (thirteen-fifteen stories) flanked by a six-story parking
deck. Proceeding north, between Third and Fourth Street, the west side of River
Street consists of two ca.1960 twenty-five story white concrete block residential
structures and a six-story parking garage.

Historic landscape design: No areas for plantings are indicated on the 1939 plot
plan of the site. The building extends to the property lines on the west and south
sides. On the east side, two unpaved rectangular strips (6’-5 1/2" wide x 47°-0"
and 43’-0" long respectively) are indicated between the building and property
line. The entire area between the building and the property line on the north is
designated as pavement.
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3. Outbuilding: No outbuildings are present on the site. The 1939 plot plan shows
a small guard house between the entrance and exit lanes of the driveway.

PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

A. ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS

Architectural drawings from the plan set titled "Plant Quarantine Building, Hoboken New
Jersey" prepared for the Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Engineering, Division of Plans and Service, dated
January 1939. The drawings are located at the City of Hoboken Department of Human
Services Office of Waterfront Development, 94 Washington Street, Hoboken, New
Jersey, 07030.

B. HISTORIC VIEWS

Thirty-three historic views of the building are located in Becker, 1942, including three
exterior views. (See Section III.E)

C. BIBLIOGRAPHY

1.

Primary and Unpublished Sources
Becker, George C., United States Department of Agriculture, "The Hoboken Inspection
House," 1942.

Lynn Drobbin Associates in association with Paulus, Sokolowski & Sartor, Inc. "The
Plant Inspection and Insect Parasite Introduction Station" Draft Report, May
1990.

Paulus, Sokolowski & Sartor, Inc. "South Waterfront Development Cultural Resources
Assessment and Alternatives Analysis," September 1995.

United States Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine,
"Facilities for the Inspection and Treatment of Material Imported under Special
Permit," Foreign Plant Quarantines Memorandum No. 240, Washington, D.C.,
1941.
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2. Maps

Brelle, Robert C. General and Historical Map of the City of Hoboken, New Jersey.

According to_the Official Surveys, Embracing the Hi f Qver n
Hoboken, New Jersey: Robert C. Brelle, 1906.

Douglas. Map Exhibiting the Town of Hoboken Comprising the E f hn
Stevens, after 1839. ' '

Hopkins, G.M. Plat Book of Hudson County. G.M. Hopkins Co.: Philadelphia, 1881.

Hopkins, G.M. Plat Book of Hudson County, New Jersey. G.M. Hopkins Co.:
Philadelphia, 1923.

Loss, Charles. Plan of a T Plot at Hoboken in the County of Bergen
New Jersey, 1804. (Original copy located at Samuel C. Williams Library,
Stevens University.)

D. LIKELY SOURCES NOT YET INVESTIGATED
No such sources have been identified.
E. SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Two items of supplemental information are provided herein. The 60 pages of text,
figures (diagrams and photographs), figure explanations and floor plans immediately
following comprise an article entitted "The Hoboken Inspection House", dated
January 29, 1942, prepared by George C. Becker, United States Department of
Agriculture. The six pages of text following the Becker article include the one-page
"Foreign Plant Quarantines Memorandum No. 240", dated January 11, 1941, prepared
by E.R. Sasscer, USDA Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, to transmit a five-
page memorandum entitled "Facilities for the Inspection and Treatment of Material
Imported under Special Permit", dated December 1940, the authorship of which is
attributed by Sasscer to a Dr. Strong.
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THE HOBOKEN INSPECTION HOUSE

v & cireular entitled “Facilitiss for the Iuapection
zud Trestment of Haterial Imported under Special rermit™,
dated Tecember, 1940, the late Dr. Lee A. Strong, then
chief of the Duresu of Entorwlogy end Flent Quearsantines,
discussed events leading up to the construction and
equiprent of the Plant Inspection, and Insect }"‘amsite
Introduction Station at Soboken, ¥Yow Jerseys the same
circ\;‘la.r, Dr. Strong discussed the generel layout of the
wilding axd its equipment for hendling importstions of
pleat propecaling meterial. In the interest of complete-
nesg, 6 copy of that circuler is incorporated sud made =
rert of thies report. |

The present report will be concermed only with a
discusgion of the foreign plemt querentine facilities
which involve the first three floors of the building; end
with such genersl facilities of the uilding as & whole as
invelve work conducted on these floors. The specifications
of that part of the building end its equipment, with which
this report is concermed, were drawn up by Dre L. A. Hawkins,
in charge of the Division of Comtrol Investigetions, on the
basis of plens prepared by ¥re E. Re 8asscer, in ch'arge of
the Divigion of Foreign Plant Querantines, ir. Peter Bisset

for meny years in charge of the old Inspection House et 12th
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Fige 2 (Hoboken 6)s Southwest view of the Hoboken Inspection House as seen when
' approached from the direction of the ferries and the Hudson tubess
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rra (.
E‘g 4

1lroad spur track is herdly visidle in the foreground.

T
LT

Fige 4 (Hoboken 7)s Northeast view of building showing leading and

miloading ‘platforme A ral
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Street amd Constitution Avenue, Ne We, and kre. Piszet's

immediste guocessor, Hre. He Se Deans

The uilding itself is located al 209 River Street,
Hoboken, New Jersey, and is in front of the btuilding
Joining piers 3 mnd 4 of ths olé horth German Lloyd Stesm-
ship Company which piéra i\sm taken gver by the United
States during World Har I (see figures 2, 5, and 4 incl.)e.

The building has a frontege of 144 feet on River Strest,
end is 62% foot deeps It is a four story building construsted
of yellow brick with red and black trin. The first three
floors are dewted to plant quarentine sctivities, snd the
fourth floor houses the Buresu's Foreign Peresite Intro-
duction Station. |

A ddscussion of the layout of the building will begin
with boiler room and procsed upward. 7The btoiler rcom
.~ (figare &) contains spproximately 1,226 8qs fte in which
are thres 50 horsepower fire tube Union Universal boilers.
These are fired by type "PAE® Todd rotary fuel oil burners
which consums Bunker C oile Each boiler is equipped with
o hesting system 4o heat the fuel which iz consumede The
boilers sre supplemanted by two steem pumps to furnish
steem water, end & hot water tenk ® ca‘huhtharetum
water.e There s adnalmcmpmnpmtemto empty the
heating syeten. A separate tenk with ite own stesm
Sacketed heating oril is installed for hot weter used in

the building.
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On the right are the two stemn pumps.

109)s  looking dowm into the boiler rocme To the left are showm

Figs 8§ (Bob

portians of two of the threse 50 heps bollers.



(Page 23)

HABS No. NJ-1231

USDA PLANT QUARANTINE BUILDING

*I00T7 49273 ouy Jo word JooTd *(L02 UsOQOR) 9 *8%d

— ~— = N o
= - —— e g L —
» O RS- ...ﬁ.u I8 JIRE i 5k 4 -
i - why ) B S-viug e vt &
- NS l..d Nen E> AR h w_.. ﬂnﬁ..lr 4 .:Q-n.r w-..a -
..t....mrJ puh- N eigiad et ..m.@ g V0 .......:MC
M 'oocv LRLITTIN ....— .‘.n i 13 e L . —— " .%h
.d». - ‘7 vy QWO e ] BAT ¥y IR
e §o Getid N e )
= s . . = a
h y . v o« (f T RN SN A | eme W |t b L
R J7R 75} ] »

s

o Vo0 Voo
> wt :.-Ju.gin

Svou BIivevv.
LTI 0L

]
A e, PR OSIN v
1T b3 PN S Sy
: < : .
4 n¥ 319vvo.¢ > i B
| A =
S < _ — o el

§ om smv, .
T v maveien, = s .

= I o =i
4 @ T a ..@
WOOY DNtAIZIZR . :

NoCUZ DMIddIug

KIS ‘ - ]

SVadtiet o —
+ yove ttemy " oage ...1‘! .
Sl Y b
—
R A 31 ol »-cu . v A, .lu.ﬂt.u.u!.
.zl .‘? et —

hr..h.d.u...x. o]
R - ¥

g ... 5 Y O T ® @ & e

a3aie * varvve aly —



USDA PLANT QUARANTINE BUILDING
HABS No. NJ-1231

(Page 24)
A "blow down® tanlk iw likewise installed to ocatch

woter from the boilers before it is discherged into the
sewer. Fach boiler is equipped with a flow meter chart
to show how many pounds of steem are gemsrated in e 24~
hm:r periods ‘

In the boiler room is also inetalled an inelnerator
where plant refuss, packing material, eto. iz consumade.
This refuse can ba dispossd of from the secomd floor,
where all the inspsotion work iz done, by simply throw.
ing-it down the ineinerstor chute.

4 smoke indiostor is installed in the boller roome
The floor of the boilsr room is & feet below low tide
levels A sump pump hes, thorefors, been installed in
this room.

Part of the south wall of the boliler room forms the
north wall of a conorete oil storage rossrvolr with e
cepacity of approximately 10,000 ga.lions.

A tw-car garage (106 in figure €) end en elsotrical
transformer yoom. (105 in figure 6) are mm:.cd in the
Wmilding st grownd lévela

The floor plan of the first floor of the Luilding is
1llustrated in figure &, Approximately 3,200 xqe fte of
spacs are provided on this floor (rooms 108 end 110 4n
figure §) for scoommodating incoming and outgoing plaut
materisl (ees figurea 7 and B8)e This spm is divided

by s woven wire fence, The space on esch side of the
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fence is provided with a rolling door leading out to &
losding and unloeding platforme Incoming materiel is kept
on one side of the femse, and outgoing materiel on the

others A small enclosure (109, figure 6) is provided for

ok

ﬂxé use of s shipping and receiving clorke
At the north end of the shipping and receiving room
ere two cold storage chembers (111, snd 112, figure 6) one
with epproximmtely 2,600 cue fie, and the other with ap- |
proximately 2,600 cue fte of storage spase. Figure 8 shows
a part of the inberior of ones of these storage chambers.
At the south end of the shipping and receiving room
15 & vacuum fumigetion tank of 1,000 cus fteo ospucity.
This 1e illustrated in figures 10 end 11. This tank, unlike
those on the gecond floor is not steam jacketed, nor is &t
tied in with .th.e ges supply system for the vaouum fumligation
tanks on the sescond floore It has its om appliat‘_bor. and
vhen used, a cylinder of the liquified fumigation gas is
tracked over to the tank and commected with the spplisators
Bext to the large fmigmtion tank fe e store room
(11¢, figure 6) with approximtely 160 sqe fte of floor spsoces
Room 113 (figure 6) is the machine rooms This has a
floor space of spproximetely 885 s¢. fte The equipment of
this room ean best be discussed by referring to figirs 12.
Hext to the engine room is the electrical egquipment
rocm (116, figure 6) where waricus elestricel switches,
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Fig«; @ (Hoboken 108). Showing port of the intericr of
one of the refrigerating chumborse
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'

Fige 10 (Rcbokenll)s The 1000 oue fte fumigation tank on the, first floors
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Corridor of second floor.

Fig. 14 (Hoboken 12).
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controls, etce mre housed. Peyond the eleotrﬁ.oal equip~
ment room 1s the emtramce and lobby (100 end 101 in
figure €).

To the right, as om enters the tuilding,and loceted
partially under the steirs is a =mell room (102 uxﬂgure
6) used as the chief engineer's offices On the first
floor is also a lavatory and e mop room with ¢ slop sink,

The elevator. whick serves the bullding is an autoe
matic freight elsvator made by the Atlantic Elevator
Compeny end is of 6,000 1bee coapecity.

411 of the ingpsotions and most of the treaiments
of imported pian:h waterisl sre dows on the sesond floor
of the tuilding. Figure 13 éhowa the floor plan of the
second floor. Figure 14 shows the corrider (200 in
fSgure 138) of the gecond floore It will be noted that,
with the exsepticn of the ceiling, the construotion is
of tile throughout, and the ssme is trus of sall rvams
an the seccnd floow. |

Opening into the south end of the eorridor is tho
mall inzpection rcom (203 in figure 13). Figure 15 gives
an idea of the mm&: of the rooms This roon measures
51'93" by 25%103". There are two compressed air outlets
in this rooms these mre ugeful in blowing particles of
soil or debris from plant materisl which is being in-

spectede 7The room is uged for inspooting mail and
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Inspecting mail shipments in the mail inspection room.
and E. Xostal,

P, Limber, C. E. Prince, H. L. Sanford (with back turned)

Fige 16 (Hoboken 34).
Left to right -- D,
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express shipments end for the handling of cotton samples
prior to fumigation. Figures 16 and 17 show activites
in this roome

Cerge importations are inspected in the large in-
epootion room (204 in figurs 1Z)e This room runs along
nost of the east gide of the sovond floores It mossures
107'03" by 17'94" Figare 18 shows & view of this room
taken from the g‘a'nigatiam roome The room is equipped for
alr conditioning, and this is scocmplished by units in-
stalled 4n the room which operate independently of the
central air conditioning equipment in the machine room
(113) and which ie shown in figure 12. There are ten
cazpressed eir cutlets in this rocme An "I" bosm
equipped with a chain bhoist runs the entire lemgth of
the roome Figurs 19 shows the large inspection room
in use.

At the north end of the large inspection room are
doutle doors i;ioh open into the fumigation room (208
figure 15)e Figare B0 shows part of the fumigetion
roon as seen through these double doors. The fumigation
room moamiyed 32'¢:" by 20'103% It contains 5 wasuwm
funfgation tenks es follows:r ¢two 50 oue Y. tanks, snd
one earch of 100, 200, end 400 ou. ft. ospacity. The two
80 oue fte tanks ere built ir one unit.
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Figure 21 shows the linterior arrangement of the 200
cue fte fumigation tank which is the same &s the 100 and
400 oue fte tankse Figure 22 shows the interior arrsnge-
peat of one of the 50 oue fte fuaigation teankss -

. Figare 23 Ma the four 25 cue fte atmozpherie
‘pressure fumigetion boxss all built in oms units These -
fuxigation boxes have subszequently bsen connseted with
the weouum system e.nd & "snifter” valve hae besn instelled
to prevent lowering of pressure more than an insh or twoe
A smell epplioater hes likewise been installed for thege
boxzse This arrengement mekesit possible to lowsr ths
preegure in the boxes 3-ust enough to suok in the methyl
brouwide, The boxas are not used for fmigations with HCX,

Figure 24 shows the penel board in the fumigetion
roome |

The installation of the appliecators in connsetion
with tha rost of the fumigatien system oen be better
understood by referring to the disgrom shown in figure 26.

In the fumigation room there iz alsoc e fume hood,
under which ere tw ges outlets, a coupressed sir outlet,
& voouum ocutlst, tw eleotrical outlets, and a.oald water
spigote

To the west of the fumigetion room, and enterable

either from the fumigetion room or the eorridor is the

hest treating room (206 in figure 13). The equipment in
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Explanstion to Fimure 21

In the fureground at the top of the tank will
be sean the device from which 4w door is euspended.
(Figure 11 gives & bettor 1des of the door suspon~
sion arrangement )e By swinging this around to the
proper position the door oan be fastensd in plsce
by the wheel lugs (better ssen in figure 20)e The
hole in the upper left ocorner of the rear wall is
the wvant through whaieh eir &s drawre In the center
of the rear wall is en alectric plug mostly used
for comeoting & fane Tho pipe on the oeiling of
the tank &s for ednitting gas. The rod-like strus-
ture projecting from the coelling near the left wmll
iz purt of the tempersture-recording devices Ths
tank is doutle walled and stoer may be
betwoen the two walls for dry-heat trestentse
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Fige. 21 (Hoboken 19). The 200 cu. ft. fumigation tenk.
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Pige 22 (Hoboken 20)0' The two 00 cus £t fumigstion
tankss These are built in one unite



(Page 48)

HABS No. NJ-1231

USDA PLANT QUARANTINE BUILDING

*PpoROTO ST JUGA Gy WY paAmyl

$7 POX OTUL UM °3% JO G@Ta ouy OF JeQUWGD ony P Joqums

wde ‘ogy usanjuq WOTAIRANd oy JOo sansodre guary eqy woxy Juy

~pnIQoxd ooy 97 PO TIOWE ¥ SRGTUN JINOJ OLEl} DKAICE YOTIHM

WRZ mOTIoNe ¥ Jo suooxt Lq uamap sy ewd sty winayp wWIqQIelA
‘23 Sutmsdo ue xoq wedo sy Jo TTVA 3L Jeddn em uQ

£2 O4TUT] 03 wopg e {day



HABS No. NJ-1231

USDA PLANT QUARANTINE BUILDING

(Page 49)

*sJoquUB YO WoT4e3TUmy

|
|
|
m_

otaeydsous °3J *no gz an0J oyJ

*(0gz uwelqoqoH) g2

ow.ﬂrm




(Page 50)

HABS No. NJ-1231

USDA PLANT QUARANTINE BUILDING

spdumdd

wWOnouA oy eywiedo toued TG JO HO340Q UG JUGU OUDGTME OTA0OTH QMY OUY CHOH dU
SY3TL Gy WO BuUS Sy Pue ‘IgRyy Joy jyeT oYy uo sud w3 ‘sroguorrdde awy Seyazwo UL
OmOIIRe Sy U0 precq Teued syl  cMeoTASD JuTpaooed oyl U0 Juwany JA0F SAYOZIMR [WDTJIY
~09T0 &IC pouogaues NTowed ANGQF Sy JO YOUS MOTAg  *meu3 punale jexos{ owy puw sxuwy
woyedumy wmmENA *4F o 0F oG o) UE samuaedung poe exnssedd eyy Areywaudes pyooss
BOTR #ite JTPA0OOOE BBIYY GAVY TeOTAND JuTpI0oOX Syl  CENUES Oy e} punode jaxov] oyl
uy atnesasd veese oy Eproosk yML oy wo o%ed ey pue frego Uy Up exngsoaxd spaooed
FIOPTR oy T R0 ouy CNuwl *3g eno Of sud uy aanssard WNNOWA SpJICOeX 38T oYy Uo

ouo oqy $xeimd ssrusesd ensyy pojou oq TIWE YSEr 03 3ger mayy Teuwwd WILNQy o W

eXuwy wOTINITUNG o4y UT axnguseduey Joo sy
P *savowl umeqe . eyg U eitnguasduesy oyy sdefs jPex woTuM JOo auo fsurs Juypdoona g vey
OET® GUTASD BTUL  *00JABD FUTPLCONL XVUIOUB PeIOU O ITTR SOTAGpP AujpJodar sarvosard &R
Jopun ..g oy punalw gespel syy up savwodrd weols &3 03 8TiO2 20RO OUF Puw ey
gy up eanspord wwmous e t2039700X tuw vug  esoansuasd Suppaoost oy s} seSmmd
oy 2opun LToRUIPOUNT SoTAOp SUTECOSL 6RIVT Ol  *PONIGOUOD YUUY &p S0F 360Ul o3
uy esrasead weoss ey Suipe ouy wd oo oy puv ‘oanpasxd mmnovA splosad o#vS youD UY
ﬁaﬂ oqy uo suo oy, *sadred oxussoxd yo solTies ¥ pojou oq TrTM pavog teuwed ey jo deg
IV TEUUY Q3 np (O3 @y oug Jo¥ BoOTAep Juipaooar oyy Bentavo terred ylanoy eyl
ToATavedres 'syusy worpyuiymng wnnows 4y *vwo QOT Pws ‘o0p *002 o4 405 meotacp Juy

tv&gﬁ o aveq sroued ocosqgy 3exyy oy feTeumd oaAfy Jo 938RUOO paeoq Touwd wyuy

YT MWL 03 wopwuURdRy



USDA PLANT QUARANTINE BUILDING
HABS No. NJ-1231
(Page 51)

Pige 24 (Hoboken 21)s Pomel board in fumigation room.




(Page 52)

HABS No. NJ-1231

USDA PLANT QUARANTINE BUILDING

sgud [OCPINES OU WP w0l

oYy eany o 04 JOPIO WY wELB buj JO AL o) puw Xogusyrdde sqy qno MoYQ

03 yinoue pousdo 8y (J) vayws fouop syyy *peunlo 83 Jcyesyydde goy owy go

(p) eaqoa ov woos ¥e g Yuwg O3uT (VT ¥ 5] UMY PUV JOFTTTOTOA 803 oQuY- e

=9o71dde oy3 woag weMIp o TITA NoH PYnDTT eun ‘usdo mou (o) eATWA JUNTYTIRICA

HOE 9% PUV ¢ s yo [(u) oaves wap *pousdo oq vg fawy Lo gogweytdde

BOH 4% Jo () 3WwWaA oy Tssocoad BYY) WD YPOSOTC KT SATUA JUIN UOTUWR. JaqJw

20300y TddV poa NPl oYy OUY AOTF 03 poso(Te $¥I perrIndiT Jo mowe pespnd

~al ey e poeusdo umon 87 xeavoytdde oy Wl JO (0) GATEA  °f NUNy UL Wedp

#ou o} wnona v ¢(Y) Jues BUY ¥V [Tok B PasoTe axw (F puw Fr%%p) ssapma

dogworrdde (v epouxic oy JeTTTTHIVIOA HOH #UF 3O (0) GAYSA PN PesOTS ¥}

JexTrvavTos 2g¥no e jo (0) eayma  cundo 3JOY ATV g AWSY GASQH (W) SATEA Ww

¥ PG ¢ ENUNG WoMAq (Q) BATSA T PUW [ SAUYS JJO WS of POROTO $Y § pUR g

eXe) USGMIeq () SATEA  *Q PWe $IEAUEY JO (V) SpATRA 93 GO0 04 By sdnpueord

G WY doas SRITY QYL [UUR 437 *tw Q0T Y3 UT PARQUOD eq 03 WY JDH Wit
wotpedpeng ¥ {3 aansve LM ou dneqes STYg Jo uwopywreds aly eywxyently e

arvoe of Ararurpeosddv wRA0 SLUSRTE SNOTJINA M)
yussaxdex o3 wpws Bugeq wivwqiw ou ‘oTywmmeaieyry Aredand oy woyFeIFEnIIY VIYL

gz eandyg 03 UOjswueidey



USDA PLANT QUARANTINE BUILDING

HABS No. NJ-1231

(Page 53)

*megsds woyzelSwmy Jo muxdurq *(50Z wexPqeH) g3 *3Td

" +gogueoprdds o3uy eutl Arddns Jo 3no JTv Susysnd sud pynbyy uwodJ Jupzrused
equssoad Youq Juyaefrod JoF (g2 *373 UT UMOYS UWOTRUTT¥3IST] TSUICTJLO WY sou) s3juep (Y)

+Joguoyrdde JUTQINISTP INOLITM SUTY 3NO JuMOTq J0F eATRA JTv posselduco ssud=4g (%)

+wo3sfs UOTINQILFETP SV puv Jojuoyrdde Jne Yupuolq JOJ eATvA JTV pesgoesuuwo) (J)

4Nd
002

g2

*gaogvoyddv pue eoanos swd pynbyy :oe...uon,.no».ng (o)
+8J0ITITAPIOA PWO 8J05u0T [ddy Uockgeq soaTwA (P)
*OUFT UOTRNQTJISTP sud PUW SJIOZFTTIVT0A U0SK3OQ SOATY. (o)

sopuu 6q 03 §Y UOTIVITWNJ v YOTUu uF
Juwgy puofeq OUF] UOIINGTJISTE 89L JJO Juj3ano Jo0J geATvA (Q)

*QUYT UOTINQTJISTP 60Ul puw SLVR UCTIVLTWIJ Uoom3eq soaTv/, (V)
[dllictch

6201 NOTIOAJERT [ITMOGOR &) [HICAC NOILIVOIIN

20%

3pnd
[\~

&

F2sn08  3I4hoS
NIk, <84
g O.w
v PLAR e
NOH | <gHD
AN

|
w

©
®

uns paseasdwod



e

swoox Jutjuedim~quey JO queweFmeas JoTuequl *(gz UeioqoH) 9z *ITd

(Page 54)

HABS No. NJ-1231

USDA PLANT QUARANTINE BUILDING

2
|
i)
5
hts %
7 (9
: - 3
e
y N | 2
o o 1 - i R L
. e ot
. = Fhy
<
- ey - - o
— e 4,
3 Vs
1
.n e
o 7



USDA PLANT QUARANTINE BUILDING
HABS No. NJ-1231
(Page 55)

Hot-water treating tanks in heat-treating rooms.

Fig. 27 (Hoboken 23),
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this room comsists of two hot water treating tenks of
approximatoly E76 gal]:ons aapacitys two tankak_ of 112
gallons capacity; & drying cabinest; end two sutoclaves.
There ere sleso two vapor heat chamberse Figare 26 shows
the errengesent of the equipmsat in the heat tresting
roo. An *I" boen ie instelled over the tanks from which
a ohein holet is suspendsd. Figure 27 shows a closer
view of the treating tanke From the ho.irb & wire basket
vi;lbomnreadjfor loworing into ome of the large
tankse The larps tenks each accommodate zix woven wire
baskets measuring 28" by 12* by 503", The smaller tenks
cach accommadate two woven wire basksts measuring 50" by
12" by 303". Extending alang each side of the inside walls
of the large tenks 10 inches from the bottom, s 23-inch
angle fron is weldeds On theese the treating backets rest.
Thore is a propeller shaft &} inches from the bottom of
tﬁetanknnd ruming the length of the tamke HNear each
end of this shaft is s twoeblade d~inch propeller. These.
are n‘é in opposite directions so that when in uperation
water is circulated by being forced from both ends to the
middle. _
| The mmall tenks are rounded &t the bottem and the
engle iren which gupports the sowewhat larger baskets is
of ¥-inch dimensione These smell tanks are not provided
with propellers, the water being cireulated by pumps which
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Drying chamber end autoclaves in heat~treating room.

Fig. 29 (Hoboken 24),
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draw the wmter off from the botitom and pamp it back at
ths tope The water in the hot water tmati..ng tanks is
hested by means of live stesmm.

The conatruction of the woven wire baskets uszed in
the tonks is better seen in figure 28, Theym made of
1/8" galvanized wire woven in a £" meshe They are reine
foroced with 2" round $ron inside end, in addition, with
1-inch angle fron at the top end bottom. Eyslets are
provided et the top of the frame for lifting the baskats
witk & chain hoist. One of the baskets szhown in figure
28 hes been lomded with bulbs, end gumy ssck hac been
fastened aoross ﬂzg %op of the ulbs to prevemt them
from floating.

Figure 29 shows the drying cabinet used for remov-
ing excess molsture frum materisl which receiwved hot
watsr treatment. The cebinet comsistz of two unite eachk
with inside dimensions of 62" by 46" by %0". Feach unit
sooommodates 16 trays constructed of 1/§" galvenized
wire woven in 2 £* mesh. mrmor-m‘tmu
construoted of lvineh angle iroms In the illustration
the tw bottom trays of one of the units have baen
removed to show th8-stean coil which supplics hest for
thecabinet. A euction fun draws off heated air from
the tops Figure 290 likewies shows two eutoclaves in
ths heat treating roome These sre approximately 30
inchaes long with s diameter of 24 inches,
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Figure 30 shows the interior ‘of ons of the vepor
hest chembers. Each of these chambers hag & cepacity of
epproximately 288 ous fte The hsated end humidified air
is blown in under the falss flooring end is drewn cut
from the top by & suction fane As the air goes through
the heating elements, 10 percent of fresh alr is addeds
fhe eir 1z hoated by being passed over a radistor enclosed
in @ chute. The taupersture of the sir muet be manmually
controlled by means of & temperature regulstor vhich makss
this wssiﬁe within & range of 830 to 120 degrees Fahrenw
heit, The regulator merely sets the flow of stsam through
the radiatore Stosmm vepor iz added after the air pasaes
over ths redistor and this too mmst be controlied menuallys

There iz still enother room on the second floor,
nemsly, 202 in figure 1% This room is at present used
bty Dre Bulger of the Division of Control Investigaticns,
who is assigned to the Division of Foreign Flant Quaren-
tines to assist in funigation problexs, Besides the
built-in cabinets end drawers the room is equipped with
a store sink end chemioal hood. Under the hood are two
gas, one compressed sir, & yecwum, and tw electricsl
outleta, also a cold mter epigote

The third floor is given over for the most part to
office speces The floor plan is illustrated in Figure 31y
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Fige. 30 (Hoboken 107). Vapor heat chamber in
vapor-heat treating room.
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The walle end floors of the third floor aorridor e&re
constructad of tile the seme &s the corridor end rooms

of the second floore The floors of the offices and
laboretorios of the third floor ere camreto, end with
tin exception of the dark room snd the chemiosl isbore-
tory, are covered with & heavy grede of linoleum. All
walls end ceilings of roous on this floor are plastered.

Foom. 303 is equipped. in exactly the gamc wey as the
labemto;'y on the seoond floors This room is used by the
pathologists for the preparation of éolutions, mixing of
chemicels, etce In sddition to metsel oabinet spece for
the stcr.lng of chericels, the room is equipped with e
stono sink, a chemical hood, & water gtill end an autow-
clave. In the chemioel hood are two slaectriec, two gas,

a coxpressed air, and a vaouum outlet, also a cold weter
epicot.

Adjoining this laboratory ieg the plgnt pethologiats!
laboratory, room 304 in figure &l. This room meseures
2475-3/4" by 18'7§% Along the west end south walls is
s bardwod chemicelly tresated laborstory work bench 50
inches wide, under a part of which sre builtein drewers
exd osbinsts, A stons sick i3 uilt imto the bench along
the west walle On the bemch are two compressed eir, ane
gas and ore wvacuum outlets Thore are six glectrical cone
nestions elong the well above the bemchi In the scuthsmst
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corner of the pathologists' laboratory is a culture roem
msaguring 6' by 6'10% inside dimensions. This will be
recognized in figure 32 which shows a cormer of the
pathologists' lsboretory. Along the north wall, built-in
matel Sookoases snd drawers bhave been in-hli@d..

Aeross the hall from the pathologists' laboratory
iz the taxonomict’e leboratory room 307 figure 51, which
woagures 25*11-5/8‘ by 17'73". Along the south wall and
pert éf the amst wall of this room the same typa.of bench
has been installed as was desoribed for the plant patholo-
gists' leboratarys and under the bench drawers and cebinets
have been installede The bench elong the scuth well hes o
stone sink snd three gas snd one compressed sir outlets.
The bench slong the east wrll is provided with a stons
‘#ink end two gas, on® waouum, snd one oompressed air oute
letse Along the north wsll, built-in metal bookesses md‘
drewers are instellede Figure 55 shows & cormer of the
taxonozigt's laborsatory.

Batween the pathologist'! and the texonomist's labore~
tories is & sxsll roem, 508 in figure 31, designated in
the floor pian as 'B\tpplio.ﬂ. Thie mmm%m
immmsa;ﬁ is ueed by the olerk who keeps records
on plant ﬁat interceptionss Butlt-in metel ghelves and
cabinats eare provided in this rooms The pathologists?
end taxonomistts leboratories were designed to supply



USDA PLANT QUARANTINE BUILDING
HABS No. NJ-1231
(Page 65)

Corner of the pathologists! laboretory.

Fige 32 (Hoboken 26).
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Fige 33 (Hoboken 27)s Corner of the texonomist's laboratory.
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space J'cr soscislists who identify or tranmuit for identi-
fioation end kwep all records on interceptions for both
ihe Tew lork and loboken offices.

Booms 308, 309 snd 810 (mee figure 3i) are inspectors'
offices. York benches are built elong the eest walls of
ﬁxese‘mcms the same &g those installed in the patilwlogists'
ad teaxororist®s lsboratories. There is a stons sink ine-
stalled in each bendh. EZach bench is elso supplied with
two gas, o vaguwe, end s compressed air outlet. Ths
irngpectors® offices are alsov egquippsd with bullt~in mwetel
shelving for books, bulletins and records. These have
subsequently been glassed in. Figure 34 shows & corner
of one of the inspector's cfficess As will be noted from
the flcor plen, figure 31, inspeotors? offices are mot all
the Bazae size.

Room 311 is equipped in the same menner as the
inspectors' offices. This is larger than any of those
offioces and-is being usad ax e confersnoe room, librery,
and museun. Technical works and herberium material to
which all of the techniesl stadff need to have acosss are
kept in this room.

In the northeast corner of the third floor is e
lsboratory, room 313 figure 31, which is used largely

for photogrephio work. Work benches are built elong the
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south and part ol the esst walls, the same es desoribed
for the pathologists' and taxonimist's laborstoriese A
stone szink and four gms connsctions are provided in the
bench along the south wulle Thers are no vaouum Or oOm-
pressed air ocutlets in this laboratory. Builtein metal
casos and ombinets are provided for storing glessware,
omiz;als » end other materialss The laboratory moszsures
24'31" by 18'73"

Opering into this leboratory iz a dark room messur-
ing spproximately 7® by 7'6". Along the south wall of
the derk room ie a work bench under whioh are built-in
metsl drawers and cabinets. The entire bench is covered
with heavy lead sheeting. There is 2 double sink in the
bench constructed of heavy lesd sheetinge There are two
levels o the sinke One is especially de‘ai:gxed for wash~
ing prints and negatives.

At the north end of the corridor of the third floor
iz a small room used az & chief clerk’s offices Adjoining
this office is the oclerk's office, roam Z17 figum 81
which measures 23'11-6/8" by 18'T{". Along the south
ug].l of this office are milt-3n stationary cabinets and
drawers. Figire 556 shows & cormsr of the clerk's office.

The clerk!s office iz joimed to ths office of the

scientist in ocherge by & marrow passage on eithesr gide
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of which is e storage closete. (s of these is equipped
with bullt~in metel shelving for storing various coffice
mpplie;.

The office of the sedentist in charge, room 322
figure 31, measures 26" by 18'T4%. Bullt~in metal book-
casas ure installed elong the north wall end along one
gido of the south walle A sink is instelled in the ofﬁcev
ed it 1s likewige supplied with a clothes cloeef: = figure
%6 shows e ocorner of this office. Adjoining thiz office
is the office of the ‘C:hief Ingpector, room 323. This
of fice meamires 1476-3/8" by 17'82" end is equipped with
btuilt-in bookoases of the type instelled in the office
of the scientigt in oharpge.

ﬂ';c Inspection Eouso wes pet into operetion on
dJuly 1, 1940 Figure 37 shows the first msil shipment
hendled on tiat dey. It‘m the first shipmant to er-
rive under the officisl green end yellow {ag addressed
to Bolokens Figure 58 shown the first cargo shipmonts
on the floor of the large Snspection room.

on the opening of the new Ingpection BHouse, neither
the enginsaring staff nor the custodiel staff wns complete,
The organisation was not completed umtil sbout the month
of Noveamber. Figure 32 shows our first coup!:a'te staffl
which lmoks the photogreph of one of the olerks,

Kiss Frences Ritte The ploture was teken Janusry 14, 194le

Prepared by Geo. G. Becker 1/29/42
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3/1 Special Perinit
Material-~Inspection
and Treating Facil-
ities

UNITED STATES DEFARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine
Washington, D. C.

Januvary 11, 1941.
Foreign Plant Quarantines Memorandum No. 240

FACILITIES FOR THE INSPECTION AKD TREATYENT OF "ATZRIAL
IMPORTED UNDER SPECIsL :ERNIT

Dre Strong recently ammounced to the chief State plant
gquarantine officials that the inspection and treatment of spe-
cial permit importations, formerly performed in ‘Tashington,
is now carried out in the new inspection house in Hobokene In
order that these officials may be kept up to date as %o the facil~
ities for tho inspection of special permit matericl, he, ot thot
time, gave thom a brief statement entitled, "Facilitics for the
Inspoction cnd Troatment of Matorial Importod undor Special Permit."

A copy is atbachod in the boliof that this informetion will
2lso bo of interest and valuo to tho porsomncl of this Division.

)
<
{
) L K
AN MJWA
In Chargo,\ )

Division of Foreign Plant Quarcntines.
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FACILITIES FOR THE INSPECTION AND TREATLENT OF MATERIAL IMPORTED
UNDFR SPZCIAL PERRIT

Provision is made in Nursery Stock, Flant, and 3eed Quarantine
No. 37 for the importation in limited quantities and under special
permit of plant material for propagation purposes with the exception
. of those kinds which have been made the subject of special quaran-
tines, and seeds, rose stocks, fruit and nut cuttings, and a few
kinds of bulbs, etc., as well as plants produced in.and shipped from
Canada, the entry of which is provided for in regulations 2, 3, and
15 of the Quarantine. -The kinds of plant propagating materials which
may therefore enter under special permit include alimost all genera
and species from almost all parts of the world. '

Since thé effective date of Quarantine No. 37, June 1, 1919,
importations under special permit have been limited to certain ports
where there are better facilities for safeguarding the plants while
carrying out the inspection and such treatment as might be found
necessary. -Three such ports arz now so designated in the:.continental
United States, namely, Hoboken, N. J., (port of New York), San Fran-
cisco, Calif., and Seattle, Wash. Similarly, San Juan is designated
for special permit importations into Puerto. Rico and Honeluwlu for
such importations into the Territory of Hawaii.

With the promulgation cf GQuarantine No. 37 the Federal Hor-
ticultural Board, which then was charged with the administration of
the Plant Quarantine Act, gave careful study to the question of
the inspection of imported special permit ‘material which would in-
clude rare plants from out-of-thc-way places in the world. These
might be infested or infected with little known insects and plant
diseases and thus represent peotentially large risk of introducing
injurious pests. Consequently the best possible inspection and treat-
ing facilities available werc desired for this work and it was decided
that all such shipments would be routed to Washington, D. C. for in-
spection at quarters preovided about 1915 for the inspection and dis-

nfection of plants, sceds, etc., imported by the Bureau of Plant
Industry for the Dcpartmunt's use. This decision took into account
the important fact that in Washington therc would be available for
consultation the Department's corps of specialists, particularly
entomologists, plant pathologists, and horticulturists, should any
difficult problems arise in safupuardlng an 1mportatlon against
possible pcst 1ntroduct10n.

It was soon evident that, in the case of trans-Pacific ship— -
ments arriving &t San Francisco for western destinations a trans-
continental round trip was involved and arrangements werc made for
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the inspection in San Francisco of such trans-Pacific shipments.
Similar arrangemcnts were made in 1921 for the inspection at Hono-
lulu, T. H. of shipmcnts into the Hawaiian Islands. Special per-
mit importations into Fucrto Rico were handled at first by the
Insular authorities but later therc was some Federal supervision
which culminated in 1930 in the Federal handling of such importa-
tions. Scattle was approved as a port of entry for special permit
importations in 1932. .

The first importation of spccial permit material inspected at
Washington, of which there is rccord, arrived on November 1, 1919
and it was inspected at the quartcrs previously refcrred to and
known as the "Inspection House." Thesc quarters were located at
12th and.B Streets, N. W. (now 12th Street and Constitution Avenuc,
N. W.) As the yeers followed, somc additional space and facilities
were provided in an effort to meet at least partizlly the demands
occasioned by the handling of the increasing volume of importations
under special permit. It was estimated at one time that from 80 to
85 percent of all special permit importations were inspected at
Washington and the peck volume of thesc importations was reached in
the fiseal yecar ending June 30, 1927 when 46,625,648 plants, bulbs,
cte., were imported.

The shipment of these importations to Washington for inspec-
tion, which for the most part arrived at the port of New York, in-—
volved extra handling and the possibility of escape of pests en
route, increased cecst to the importer for transportation charges,
labor, etec,, and delayed delivery to destination. Agitation for the
removal of the inspection facilitics from Washington to New York
began shortly after the cffective datz of the quarantine because
it would make possible o nore expeditious. hindling of thesc impor-
tations at less cost to thc importor. '

Hoboken, N. J.

The Federal Horticultural Board concurred in the desira-—
bility of this move, and, under thc leadership of the Chairman, made
a series of attempts to obtain appropriations for this purposec by
which suitable and adequate inspection facilities could be pro-
vided at the pert of New York. The efforts were unsuccessful.
Leter, under the leadership of the Chief of the Bureau of Plant
Quarantine .and still later, the merged Burcau of Entomolcgy and
Plant Quarantine, the available sites in that port were canvassed
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for their suitability in relation to picrs where most such im-
portations are discharged and accessibility te transpertation
agencies. An ideal lecation was found in the site of the cld
Captain Mueller hcusc cn the cast side of River Street, Hcboken,
New Jcrucy, between Fiers 2 and 3 of the old Nerth Gcrnan—Lloyd
Steamship Company which was taken over by the United States
during the last World War. The site was allocated to the Depart
ment of Agriculture in 1938 by the U. S. Maritime Ccmmission. A
grant of $40,000 was furnished by the Werks Progress Administra-
tion for demolishing three old buildings on the site and the new
building was ccnstrueted under an allctment of $LOO 000 froum the
Public Werks Administration.

This building which was cccupied on June 28, 1940 serves
beth as & plant inspection hcouse and as an inscct pﬂruultv receiving
staticn., It is constructed of reinforced concrete with tile walls
and buff brick on the cutside. It is trimmed with fcur bands c¢f
brovm glazed terra cotta with ivoery terra cotta coplng. Window
sashes are stecl, dcors are metal clad, flcors are cement with
linclcum finish or quarry tile, the building being practically
fire-procf in every respect. The building is 144 feet by 523 feet,
four steries with bascment, beiler rceir, and penthouse. Three 50
h.p. high pressurc  oil burning steam boilers are installed in the
bascment, the flocr of which is approxinately 5 feet below low
tide. The oil tank contains approximately 10,000 gallons of fuel
0il and is lccated beneath the first flecor at the south end of
the building.

The first flocr comprises shipping and receiving rooms and
has apprexinetely 3,200 square feet of floor space for the handling
cf shipments. In addition two cold sterzge rocms with approximately
550 square feet of flcor space are provided on this floor, together
with a vacuun fumigation tube cf 1,000 cubic feet capacity, 2-car
garage, transfermer rocn, electrical room, machine room containing
two 20-ton and one 10-ton Freon compressors and two lorge 2-stage
vacuun pumps with accessorics.

The sccond floor is given over to inspection ond treating
reens, there being one inspection room 107 fect long by 18 feet
wide and znother 30 fecet by 32 feet. - A fumigation room 30 feet
by 32 feect contains 5 steam—-jocketed vacuum fumigaticn tubes and
4 atmospheric fumigation chambers. A heat treating room is equipped
with 4 hot water treating t“nks, two large autcclaves for high
pressure steam sterilization, a large stcam drier, and two large
chambers for treotrient with m01st heat or for drying. The finish
of the rcoms c¢n this floor is ivory terra cotta walls with buff
quarry tile flocrs. The large inspecticon reem is air ceonditioned.
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The third flocr contains offices and laboroterics and
comprises 13 rooms fitted up cither for c¢ffice or laberatory work.
A dark room and phctegraphic labecratory are included.

The fourth floor is cquipped for insect parasite work and
consists of 4 office rooms and a work shop which are nct air con-
ditioned, 12 insectaries, a cerrider, and two parasite handling
rocms, which are air conditioned, with a separate installation for
accurate regulotion of the temperature and humidity of each room.
The air conditioned rooms are provided with tight triple glazed
windews. Four cold storage rcoms are also provided in this section.

San Francisco, Calif.

At San Francisco the inspection room utilized for the
examinaticn of special permit matericl contains about 450 square
feet of floor spacc and is provided with benches and tables for the
inspection of this material under both natural and artificial
light. The rcom contains a 123 cubic feot vacuwn fumigaticn
chamber which can be used with scveral commenly cempleyed fumigants
under either rcducced or normal atmospheric pressure. This appara-
tus is alsc cquipped to be uscd as a steam sterilizer. There is a
het-weter treating tank that will hold an average case cf narcissus
bulbs and there¢ are trays for drying treated bulbs with. air circu-~
lated by 2 fan. A smnll refrigerator is provided for holding, when
necessary, small lcts of material at low temperaturcs pending dis-
pcsition,

-Seattle, Wash.

At Seattle thc comparable inspection room contains 552 square
feet and is provided with three metal tables for inspection pur-
poses. There is some natural light which is supplemented by fluores-
cent lamps affixed ever the tables. Flant material requiring treat-
ment has to be taken to a treating room located about 13 miles from
the inspecticn rocm wherc therc is a vacuun fumigation chamber of
120 cubic fcot capacity. This chamber is adapted for use with
common fumigants e¢ithcr under reduced or normal atmespheric pretsure.
The equipment here also includes a hot-water treating tank 4 . :et by
1% feect by 1% fecet and a drying rack with fans for circulating the
air. - »

At both San Francisco and Seattle larger commercial vacuum
fumigation facilitics are available for use with large shipments at
the importer's expense. In San Francisco and in the vicinity of
both San Francisco and Seattle, there are commercial hot-water
treating tanks.
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Honolulu, T. H.

At Honolwlu, T. H, inspecticn is carried out by cellaborators
of the Burcau of Entoriology and Plant Quarantine whe are cmployed by
the Territorial Board of Commissicners cf Agriculture and Fcrestry.
The facilities include an inspcction room with satisfactery lignting,
tables, c¢tc. In addition, there arce adequate fumigaticn and hot-water
trcating units and laboratory facilities.

San Juan, P. R.

At San Juan, P. R., inspections are nade in & roeon sct aside
for that purpose in the Federal Building. Material needing trcot-
ment is taken tc a fumigatorium cwned by the Insular Government
where funmigants can be applied under normal atrnospheric pressure.

December, 1940.
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PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION

The City of Hoboken and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey plan to
incorporate the building site into the South Waterfront Development Project. The
proposed development identifies twelve parcels within three blocks along the Hudson
River Waterfront. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C.
470f) mandates that federal agencies must allow the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation an opportunity to comment on the historic resources before sale of a federal
structure. The Plant Quarantine Building is within the city’s redevelopment area,
therefore, the structure’s proposed demolition is reviewable in accordance with New
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection implementing regulations (Rules on
Coastal Zone Management, N.J.A.C. 7:7E-3.36).

Prepared by: Elizabeth McLoughlin, P.P., AICP
Senior Associate
Paulus, Sokolowski and Sartor, Inc.

Assisted by:

Lynn Drobbin

Principal

Lynn Drobbin Associates
Stacey E. Spies

Architectural Historian
Nancy L. Zerbe Historic Preservation Consulting, Inc.

Date: May 1997
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