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Steam Cleaning Shop S-3-B is significant as a support structure in the machine
shops complex, which formed the industrial core of the arsenal.

This buttressed reinforced poured concrete building consists of five bays on the
north elevation and three bays on the east elevation. Two of these bays are infilled
and stuccoed; the remaining three bays contain metal-frame industrial windows.
The west elevation is the east former exterior wall of Artillery Shop 3-S-A,
Building 15A (HABS No.NJ-1061-E). The south elevation is the north former
exterior wall of Assembly Plant K-2, Building 19A (HABS No. NJ-1061-J) in
which the windows have been removed and the bays infilled with brick. An
approximately 10' wide concrete block loading dock is attached to the east
elevation.

The shallow-pitched concrete panel roof is supported by steel I-beams. Cross-
braced steel posts abut the south wall, but no such posts are visible along the
north, exterior wall. The beams appear to rest directly on the poured concrete
wall. A corrugated glass gable-peak skylight rests on a brick base. A single track
of a one-ton capacity crane is located along the south wall.

Building 15B was constructed in 1946 as permanent construction (Metcalf & Eddy
1991: Appendix E). The building is also referred to as the Artillery Shop (Metcalf
& Eddy 1991:4-6) 1946 Artillery Shop Annex (Dames & Moore 1993: Table 9)
and the Instrument Shop (U.S.E.P.A. 1992:30). In most historic maps, Buildings
15A, 15B (HABS No. NJ-1061-F), 15C (HABS No. NJ-1061-G), and 15D
(HABS No. NJ-1061-H) are depicted as one large building, labelled collectively as
Building 15, and histories of the Arsenal often collectively list the activities of
these four buildings. An undated photograph reproduced in Dames and Moore
depicts a grit blasting booth along the south wall of the building. The windows in
the north wall of Assembly Plant K2 (HABS No. NJ-1061-J) are visible behind this
booth. The crane was installed in July 1946 over the degreaser tanks on the south
wall (Dames & Moore 1993: Table 9).

The building is owned by the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(U.S.E.P.A)) and is vacant. The U.S.E.P.A. has decided to demolish the building
because it cannot presently be reused and renovation is not cost-effective.
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PROPERTY PLOT PLAN ,
Map of the U.S.E.P.A.-owned property which includes part of the former Raritan Arsenal.
Arrow points to subject building. Map is altered from Figure 2 of the Stage 1 Cultural Resources
Survey, United States Environmental Protection Agency Edison Facility, Edison Township,

Middlesex County, New Jersey, 1990.
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