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2890 Woodbridge Avenue, Bonhamton vicinity, Middlesex County, New Jersey 

USGS Perth Amboy, New Jersey Quadrangle 
Universal Transverse Mercator Coordinates: 
18.553865.4484140 

Significance: Building 228 is significant as the main fire station at the Raritan Arsenal. Because of the 
potential fire danger of munitions stored at the installation, it played a critical role in 
maintaining the safety of installation personnel and facilities. 

Description: Building 228 consists of a two-story, brick, gable-roofed block, rectangular in plan, 
measuring approximately 50 feet by 70 feet. A tall brick, pyramidal-roofed, hose tower, 
square in section, is appended to its southeast wall. Paired overhead garage doors are 
placed in the northeast and southwest gable ends of the building to pennit vehicular 
access and egress at either end. First story fenestration consists of single and paired, nine 
over nine, double hung, sash windows, while second story fenestration consists of single 
and grouped six over six and four over four, double hung sash windows. Six-light, single 
panel, entry doors were originally placed between the overhead doors. The east door 
remains, while the west door is missing. The gable peaks are fenestrated with louvered 
lunette openings. The building has a concrete foundation. Its roof junction is marked by a 
wood boxed cornice with returns, and the roof itself is sheathed in slate. Remaining 
portions of the gutter and downspout system are made of copper. Probable building 
additions include two small, flat-roofed, concrete-walled blocks appended to the east side 
of the hose tower. 

History: 

The first interior story of the building consists largely of a single open space that 
provided parking for fire engines. The ground floor of the hose tower and the two 
concrete blocks contain smaller spaces which may have been used for office and storage 
space. Stairs lead to the second story, and a fire pole (now missing) provided egress from 
the second story. The greater portion of the second story is a meeting room. Smaller 
spaces include a kitchen, bathroom, and probable bedrooms. 

The arsenal fire department was established in January 1918 (Dames & Moore II: 
Appendix E). Its initial home was a single story, wood-framed two bay fire house (D&M 
l 993:1:Conrad photo). This building was replaced in 1941 by the present brick building 
which functioned as both a fire station and department headquarters (Dames and Moore 
1993:1:7-5). It was erected as part of increased construction at the Arsenal in anticipation 
of United States participation in World War II. 

Building 228, located in the arsenal's manufacturing and storage area, remained the 
Arsenal's only firehouse until 1943, when two new fire stations were completed to serve 
outlying areas of the installation. The first, Building 730, was located at the Raritan River 
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dock, and the second, Building 808, was located near the roundhouse in the magazine 
area of the arsenal (Dames & Moore 1993:1-8-9). 

By November 1943, the Fire Department had a strength of 76 men. Typical calls 
including those for grass fires, dump fires, and building contents (Quarterly Historical 
Report, Box A228). The most serious incident faced by the arsenal fire department in 
World War II involved a fire and subsequent explosion in magazine H-65 on November 
9, 1943. Disturbance to cartridges while they were being loaded from the magazine to a 
freight car ignited one of the cartridges and started a fire in the freight car that later 
spread to the magazine (Metcalf & Eddy 1991 :6-15). 

The building is owned by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
is presently vacant. In 1999, the EPA determined that the building was excess. Transfer 
of its ownership to the Middlesex County College is being considered. 

Dames & Moore. Archival Search Report. Former Raritan Arsenal. Edison, New Jersey. 
Volumes I and 2. Prepared for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District, 
Kansas City, Missouri. July 1993. 

Metcalf & Eddy, Inc. Archives Search for Raritan Center and the General Services 
Administration Area. Prepared for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Huntsville 
Division). December 1991. 

Quarterly Historical Report of the Various Departments of Raritan Arsenal. Bound 
volumes. R.G. 156, Entry 646, Boxes A227, A228, A232, National Archives, College 
Park, Maryland. 

Douglas C. Mc Yarish, John Milner Associates, Inc., May 1999 
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Detail, Pert Amboy, N.J.-N. Y. 7.5 minute series quadrangle (USGS 1956, 
photorevised 1981 ), showing Raritan Arsenal, Fire Station (Building 228). 
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Site Plan. Raritan Arsenal, Fire Station (Building 228). 
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Stairs to second floor 

Sketch Floor Plan, Ground Floor. 
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Sketch Floor Plan, Second Floor. 
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First floor, general view. Toward southwest. April 1999. Douglas C. McVarish. 
Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted 
with permission and may be reproduced. 
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First floor, stairs. Toward west. April 1999. Douglas C. McVarish. Original 
photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted with 
permission and may be reproduced. 
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First floor, stairs. Toward northwest. April 1999. Douglas C. McVarish. Original 
photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted with 
permission and may be reproduced. 
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South wall, closeup. Detail of ceramic tile wainscoting. Toward south. April 1999. 
Douglas C. Mc Yarish. Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. Reprinted with permission and may be reproduced. 
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General view, first floor. Toward northeast. April 1999. Douglas C. McYarish. 
Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted 
with permission and may be reproduced. 
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South ell, first floor. Toward east. April 1999. Douglas C. Mc Yarish. Original 
photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted with 
permission and may be reproduced. 
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Hole for fire pole, first floor. Toward west. April 1999. Douglas C. McVarish. 
Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted 
with permission and may be reproduced. 
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Ceiling, first floor. Toward east. April 1999. Douglas C. McVarish. Original 
photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted with 
permission and may be reproduced. 
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View downstairs from second floor. Toward east. April 1999. Douglas C. Mc Yarish. 
Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Reprinted 
with permission and may be reproduced. 
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Detail, fire pole surround. Toward east. April 1999. Douglas C. McVarish. Original 
photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted with 
permission and may be reproduced. 
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Assembly room, second floor. Toward southeast. April 1999. Douglas C. McVarish. 
Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted 
with permission and may be reproduced. 
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Assembly room, second floor. Toward northeast. April 1999. Douglas C. McVarish. 
Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted 
with permission and may be reproduced. 
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Interior, hose tower. Looking up. April 1999. Douglas C. Mc Yarish. Original 
photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted with 
permission and may be reproduced. 
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Center room, south side, second floor. Toward north. April 1999. Douglas C. Mc Yarish. 
Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted with 
permission and may be reproduced. 
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East room, south side, second floor. Toward northwest. April 1999. Douglas C. 
Mc Yarish. Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
Reprinted with permission and may be reproduced. 
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East room, south side, second floor. Toward southwest. April 1999. Douglas C. 
Mc Yarish. Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
Reprinted with permission and may be reproduced. 



RARITAN ARSENAL, FIRE STATION 
(Raritan Arsenal, Building 228) 

HABS No. NJ-1061-M 
(Page 23) 

Toilet room, second floor. Sinks and urinals. Toward northeast. April 1999. Douglas 
C. Mc Yarish. Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
Reprinted with permission and may be reproduced. 
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Toilet room, second floor. Shower and toilet stalls. Toward southeast. April 1999. 
Douglas C. McVarish. Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. Reprinted with permission and may be reproduced. 
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Center room, north side, second floor. Toward northeast. April 1999. Douglas C. 
Mc Yarish. Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
Reprinted with permission and may be reproduced. 
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Kitchen, northeast comer. Toward east. April 1999. Douglas C. McVarish. Original 
photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted with 
permission and may be reproduced. 
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Kitchen. Toward west. April 1999. Douglas C. McVarish. Original photograph property 
of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted with permission and may be 
reproduced. 
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General view, assembly room, second floor. Toward southwest. April 1999. Douglas 
C. McVarish. Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
Reprinted with permission and may be reproduced. 
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Northwest room, second floor. Toward northeast. April 1999. Douglas C. McVarish. 
Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted 
with permission and may be reproduced. 
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Nameplate of fire pole mechanism. Toward south. April 1999. Douglas C. McVarish. 
Original photograph property of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Reprinted 
with permission and may be reproduced. 
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