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THE '.,ESS'.fOltE KENDALL RESIDENCE 
On Broadway, in Dobbs Ferry, ':fostchester Co., Ne-,v York 

HA.BS 
NV 
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Location '1nd Present O .. 'hership 

This house, o·,,~·ned &nd occupied by }ir. ?v~e~sraore }~onda11, st&r..ds 

on the east side of' Broadway, the J:Lain 'r~orth-and-s0uth &.venue of 

travel, formerly c&lled the Albany Post Road, at Dobbs 1''erry, New York, 

overlooking the Hudson River near the s wthern end of the Viide 

stretch of water called Tappan Zee. It is about seven .· 11i~es north 

of the New York City liPe. 

Date and First o.rners 

T}-:e 1 and on which the village stands rtas part of the I·.~W'lor of: 

Philipsburgh, granted in 1693 by royi;.l patent sigred by Governor 

Andros to Frederick Philipse. The Ird ians (Mohegans) had &lr eady 

released thei.r titlea 'oy sales to him at vario1Js ti;1:es 1nore than 

ten yeurs before. Ee <lied in 1702 v.nd •,:as ~~ucceeded as Lord of 

the J,:unor by is grandson, Frederick, the c~·:i.ld of his eldest son.t 

Philip, 1~ho died in 1700. Young Frederick ·Nas onJy seven years 

olO hen his grt-,.n<l.father died. ilorn in 1695, he entered into bis 

inheri t!mce in 1716. He died in 1751 ut the age of 56, and •'laS 

succeeded by his son, Col. Frederick Philipse, the third i;.nd 1 ast 

It appears likely that the old 

f'arrahouse 'i'ihich com.prises the earliest unit of the present residence 

at Dobbs Ferry .~as built in th:ct outlaying section of' the gr Gat landed 

estate between 1690 and 1700, by the first Frederick I'hi i ipce, Hav-

ing s13rved !.,ha "/lest I:".dia Co. as ttrchitect-buildor in Stuyvesant's 

time and later, it is likely that he personally designed the house. 
'f"h'olipse, t11e sreat-·.gr<>nd>on., had 1i;:; 

Due·!-., hi~ ha11in~ ,bee iv a /xirj dvr;i~ 11-fte:· R.e.ll'oluhan., Fred~i-i .:;1<,<A lands 

c.nd houses, including the ),!tenor House in Yonkers, ._ i'orfei ted by 

his attainder under the Confiscation Act of 1779. They were sold 
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for E:.rr:a l l muns to i:·l s for::;e r tenar1ts under a pre em.pt ion clause in 

the general act passed by the NeH York Legislature h1y 12, 1781, 

rela-~ing to tt"te sc.:.J.e o:""' cot1fiscated estates; and Philip Livingston 

•Ii th tNo others acquired the Dobbs Ferry land, by inderture from 

the ConKi seioners of Forfeiture, Oct. 10, 1785. Livingston took 

(,O- Der, F 

I • 

title to the w'1ole of it on April 1, 1796; and in 1806 rrcude a lurge 

and stately two-storied addition to the three-storied old farmhouse. 

House and lands vrere transferred to his son, Peter Van :Jrugh l.ivingston, 

by a par ti ti on deed on April 30, 1824, and in 1830 he 'oego.n to sell off 

s>:.all parcels of the estate. Re sold the house and its arnDle grou:ids 

to Stephen Archer, whose daughter married Dr. Joscnh Hasbrouck. 

Title passed to hLr; upon her death, <end Mr. Kendall !icq .ired it frw. 

H&sbro1tck' E"· 'NidO'H <.:md others in 1916 :dhen advertised for sale • 

The _forAgoing facts are derived fro~.1 ttuthori ties cited by 8"1onnard 

«Spooner, by 5olto", and Scharf in their histories o~ ·"estchester 

County; fro~:~ Eberlein' s 

The Manors & Historic Homes of' che Hudson V!i11ey 
(1924), PP· 83-85; 

PauJ nollistor' s lt~wnous Country Ho1lses; und an anonyinous pan1ph1et 

reJa ting to the town's rea1 estute, entitled 

Dobbs Ferry in History (in the l'f. Y. l)ublic Library). 

The Earliest ,_-;ir:g a 1'ypict..l Coloni&.l Far:_:·11io'Jse 

The ,)ldest unit, the origi':1a1 or central )orti,_-~n of the )rer;ert 

co;.;posi te ?t·.-ucture, bu lt by the distingu:shed burgher Phi lir_.:-se, 

ha.s ;Jassed ~;r£..ntically una1te:red irto the [~·ossessiDr. of the Li-vingstons 

::.i.nd 1~,_ter owners to our O>'ffi tin1e. It is a 3ood exai,.ple of -,-;h(;t t the 

seventeenth century farmhouse ;,-ia.S, ,_,-ith _?o!,g svJee;•i;ig roof and doriuer 

A1ice i.or2e T~ar1e, ir: Colonial Dt~ys in Olrl ~-.re.-,' York (189R), 
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describes this_· type of house \Vi th purticulur c~re • Mr. Y.la.l ter D. 

Chambers, urchi tect, ..,.,,ho undertook the re1?.torution· of this residence 

for its present ov-mer in 1916, and ~Jublished an account of' it in 

The Quarterly Bulletin of the f!estc:·cester 
County liist. Soc., VII; 49-58 (April, 1931), 

n1entions the al!nost characteristic appearance of the Dutch-English 

Colonial l-1cruses in tf"e Hudson River valley: "Lo·i, ceiJ.ing~; a '.~ui;e 

kitc1-:en-living-roo1n fireplace, with a b<:ike'-'OVen includ0d as part of" 

t'1e ;·1:.aconry chim.ney pier, a 10:-:-g sv1eeping roof v1ith dorrners covering 

t'•e t.rn-storied verandah, the house placed with Hs long front f.,cing 

south,--t~ese features are to be f.ound in many of the 1rcore important 

farmhouses of tfm t time, 11 ~ot only in that locu Ety but also in the 

settlements on Lor.:g Island, in the 1,:oha.v;k Valley, and e1se·,1!1ere. 

Rester ing the Older Yfings 

11'i{h.en t;·!e present o·•:ner bought the plo.ce, u vrri te s Mr. Chambers, 

3. 
w. '(. 
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"the house ~'fb.S in a deplorable state of neglect and decay--al:rnost ready 

to collapse. runy fru1i1ing tirnbers r:ecessury to its SUPJ.jOl't <,Vere so 

rotten tiib.t t··ey v.rere ·structurally ',/orthlesg an0.. c_:ad to be replaced. 

Soiae of t\·e t·,.·ro-story colunms on t.~1e south side of the Dutch ~ting, ·;1hose 

business it ':las to sup ·:ort t:ie roof, -,-;ere actually ···~(:lnsing suspended 

frod;. the roof, ~1aving rotted through at t"1eir bases, so t,h!.J.t t'·ey 

sv1uyed in t···1e ·;.;ind, ~ung by t- '6 ir tops to the 'f' oof bea.-ns. 11 ;.·:r. 

desi;ed 
J\ondull t'.iat ~i,e vlace be restored ir:.siCe 1.:tnd out to a h11;.b-

l.table state, u.nd. yst t!:(jt t>:e arc~.itoctural charo.cter of t~e Dutch-

l!;nglish viin$ und ~1 r,o that ',)f ti~e early J.i'ederal Nine s'.:l:)uld be retained. 

As described. b·y ~,',r. Charnbers, t<.e :aaterials used f'or con;::tructing 

11 tl:e Dutchr:lan' s ·dir!g 11 v~·ere sucl:. as could be found at :.:and. nStone, 

brick, ·.:nod and uJ,,.'·ter v10re employed logically wid tcrifti1y, ~nd in 



• 

• 

4. 
~:esemore Kendall Hesidence 

certain places one f'inds thut naive p~rtition ·.vall built of oei.k 

uprights conn0ntrJd by ·-:")rizonte.l ouken 1Jill8ts, f'illed in 1vith clay 

or nnid. 0 · 

T"r~e restor<.:;.tion of t"ne old dining roo:n in that ·.:Jing ·:.'aR done ·.•ith un 

axe. "T':.e fine adzed ouk bea:»s of t·"e ceiling :rnd been concealed by a 

flimsy Ju.th 0-nd ~_;la."?:ter covering, und t~ie gre~.t f'ire1)lace, seven fuot 

·,1igh b;-,r eight feet vride, ·;--;i th the old crane in Jrte cor!1er u.nd the ba'>ce-

oven in t•·:e other, hud been hidden by a c "eap J.& te-Victor ian t Eastlake t 

ta&ntel, surraunrting a dinlcy ~"'irepla.ce :_,._boi..1t t·;.-o feet S'--:1.Uare. 11 

Livingston's fra.n1< departure fron1 the Dutch type in planning his 

" f . bl 11 
• C" . . "f " ne!tf 1,ving is orgiva e, ! •• r. ua1nDers o:Jserves, or :1e v;unted higher 

ceilings and rooms .;;•ore spacious than co1i.ld be ,,; .de to co:nfor~1 to such 

9. type• II Ti;e Cfiarleston housef'i of the eighteenth cent.ury, 11 Jith 

t!ieir t·,Yo-storied galleries ·eucir..g; ·.rest, t' eir ' h l. g .. cei 1 in0B, ><nd. 

generous 'i'fell-proportioned rooir:.s, n perha:)s are what :-:a f1ttd :i.n 111ind. 

In bui]din~ t\!j s ne\•; addition, -:;re ::..rchitect of' lP.06 (~)robubly 

I.,ivingston hi .. tf'eJ..f) Nas cn-r:fronted .. i th t 1•e prohle:rn. of .:.1aici·· 0s a single 

:i:uin stairca~e \r}:ich vrould serve both '.Yings, a.."ld il'1r. Chai.tb'.)t'S found 

fro1a the ground fJ.oo:r' to the bed roon1s in t}:e Dutc:1 '.vir:g, one '--!&d to 

tr0,vel ::ever"-) feC?t -'.igher to t>.e bed rooi;~ floor over t:.ie r:e·.·: ,.,. ;_n6, and 

stairca8e Md n: '°'"the r.ta.ir:<: 11 invite yo1.) up :i.. !stead of presenting tl:eir 

in~ .. os·ri tub le -::osterior • 11 

J.,ivinzston 1 s operations on the house ·.;1ere n'Jt entj_rely cor.f'i :.od to 

the addition o~ u .:i!'f; tot:.....11··.' ou.t of' har;i",ony ·;,.<_th thn old 011e. he 

c:.:insolifiatad all t:1e cl()riner ·;1tii:dov1:s in t"r·e roof of· the oJ.d f'ar:r.house 
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t.o -Do~ r 
into one continuoui:: front ·;:hich gel.ve the a.ppea.rH.noe of' i;:. t i.rd story> \ ~ 

and ruined the gr"ce of' the old roof lbe. Tho original de~ign has 

been re sto1·e d. 

The present o'.mer thus Aucceeded i:r. rej:.rvenatirig the "tuJ1hle-dovm 

ci.ntique 1
' into a. co.:<forte..:..ble ::nd':;rn d,·relling ·.'ii th all the reces~ary 

present-da;:,r equiprrie nt of plu111bing, l;eati:--g ~.nd lighting, ·1Jhile pres-

erving the structure's historic and artistic vulue. The kito~en wing, 

together vrith a if•Od.:::rn garage Nith children's playroo:;1 in itF> second 

story, connecting -vtl.th the house by un enclosed bridge or runo·1ay, is 

entirely modern. T~ .. e er.· tire roof :l.s cover_: d vI5- th asbestos shingles 

over old v1ooden one;:;. 

T.he a.rci1 i teots of the ·s.1resent survey observe that tr:e front or 

~e-:;er ( .. cstern) rJart of the residence dateR fron1 a period of iHore re-

f:i..:ned developrn.e:. t in so~~i~l 1ife o.nd t;'.;<.stc. Its delicucy illld sophis-

ticlition are fJ..r in :.Ovv.rce of the '.!on1espun sirnplic ity o:I' t:--,e ear~.ier 

~)art. Tr~.s is s_h_oV1'h l:y the sleYJ.fler £'11.rt.ed colu11ir1s, by ;·,i.ndow- ca.~i:c:.gs 

1nouldgd instead of J:)] ai:·', 0..nd 1)y cornices enric;---1ed v..-ith ::1odillions and 

T~1e ·:;est fr nnt i8 covered ·.Ii th narrow 

clapbot._r(ls, and the ~cule ot this enl;irc .fh~ude is ru1ru.:..rka!Jly fine. 

The orig;inal ceiJi:ngs j·;ore vrere plastered and enriched 1:1ith l)last0r 

or nv.1..,,e nt ~. 

or i:: i_nal old ]!~-.rt :)f the l·ouse a:re t'.le !hOre refined f '.replaces in the 

drawi.ng room c.nd dining roo;;; o.f t!lis nevi ).Jb..rt, t!1eir cir;hteGnth cen-

tury bljj_ck-hnd-t;old .';:: rhl.e aiunte1s ~~avinf: bee11 procured l'rom a hvuse of' 

the s''""'e period or.. Bowli.•cg Green, New York City, and installed as the 

ne-:I ··;est "·ring vras bu.ilding • 
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Its Place in History 

Dobbs ?erry v·.as on the ~~o-c;:;;llod ~;eutral 3-r"·~a:d durin·,r, the 

e 
::-;.~vo 1 utio~, b.nd strong redoubts --:rere erectd r:aur tr0 (1ld rhi l ipse 

" 
far~1~hOUSe to ao1ninu.te fro:'.i. this COlfu .. unding Si ~e the ''erry 1-tlld the 

~}~i}Y·ing 011 the river. 

Lossl:,g, Pictorial li'ield-tlook of the E.evolu.tion, 
1859,I; 763. 

Bzci tir~g event A or alarr,1s occasiona.11y occurred a.L .. :.) ~:;t ·,·:i th i_n ,ry_ight u.nd 

he~rin~ of the occupants of the house. The regior: JhS the )>_ung-out 

of ;,;&.UX<;:.Ud~:r~ fro. '..:oth arn1i~s, tn:d the f'irf!t pension grt:.ntcd in the 

lJr:ited ColonieF ;·ras ,'::';iV'en to a boy na;.~ed Vincent, the survivor of 

three ~Inur.g 1nen residing i11 the village .,,/'.·~o ,,-.;ere terribly .'1:.ti.tilated by 

Tory"Cowboys". 

GcL!arf, Uist of \'.;estchaster Co., 1886, II: 184 • 

I·ossi ns, ·ilas unfortur~.- te ly in er or, ho·11ever, bot1! in his 

Pictorial Field-Book and in '£he :'.:drnn (1856), 
~:-. J5 ) 

Govor,...,._or Clinto:c, and the Briti~h cont::.arder Sir Guy Carleton ct there 

f'charf 

··net :.here, on ;.,;ay .3-, 1783, nto sett.le ter.:ts -Por '.,ho disL:· nd.nent of the 

be hal.d in ho: orer1 re:·ne1.1br<..•.::ce &;.r:. the birthpluce o.f' the United States." 
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of th0 hGuse to cotruil6JJi.Ort>.te th<:.tt event • 

~vidence beghn to appear t r<.:.t Tossing ~u st 11ave placed c<v~fidence 

in nei?:hborhood hearsay l"<..l.ther tht:t.n ir, docu:rtentury proof. JI. d'Jscendunt 

of' Vc.::.n Brug)"'_ Livir.gston c:rho had l:no--,-m th~~t. f'or:ucr )-roprietor pere:onal 1_y 

'.·-;rote thu.t she 1.:ad r:ever heard ~:i:,-. stty that the ho-u_ se had lJee'J 

as :-i'L g ton's headquarterr:. 

'.i.ag. of' k;. '!ist., 'Jll: 145, :373. 

~11onn~rd f Spooner, in tl1eir 

Hist. of "/(estchest·,r Co,.mty (1900), 
pp. 522-523' 

:)rer.ented ::1ore tar1gible Md nonvinoir~g testi:J.ony; 0 since the erection 

o-r the Dobbs Ferry :norlL:i.ent it has been estab1 ished b:y ).,,~0is··=utuble 

Thev citsd en hrticle 

·.rar ryt a,,,; n 

} •. r'-l;:':S for '.··;_~rcb 23, 1895, 

in :~:icb ::;.e rol:...,Led .be -Pi"di1:~, in \.'..he col}ecti0n t:.t the Vun Cortlandt 

18, 1783, descri0irg the ".eating of ;aph'ngton <end Gur1.,,ton in Tappan 

~:hich he ~~ii.relf ~tte~ded as aide to Goverror Cli~to1l. The Varick 

Jetter L:.:i.d ~lready been .-u·c 1 :!_!=v~e~~ +:en vear::; earlier in the 

11 Do1;bs :Ferry i;i the itevolut:i or1, 
11 ;.~ublished in 

The .J.1rnrterl.r Bulletin c.f V1e ··;estchester Go. 
fcist. Soc., Vol. '!IIi, pp. 114-121 (J,,iy, 19:32). 
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• 
Dulletin for July, 1932, 

Appelby and Odell houses resrectiv0ly on cou:rtr~,r ·.:·oadB 1,, CK in tf;e 

hills, and convenien.tly held their co·!;_::"ere:·c,;;r-, -~_:,be re surrounded by their 

troops. 

1-Iri tten, Murch 28, 1934, by 

~.-..,a--; Ccd6~~ 

-rho:;·,as Fotchkiss 
118 Pine St. J I,eekskill, N. Y. 

• A.,oroved:~-~~ 
~ /f:J( ;f c.-/. 

• 
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Location: 

Present Owner 
and Occupant: 

Architectural 
Changes: 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
HA85 

NY 
MESSMORE KENDALL HOUSE 

bO · Do1:5 F 

An addendum to 
Messmore Kendall 
Dobbs Ferry, New 
in HABS Catalog 

House 
York 
(1941) 

East side of Broadway at Dobbs Ferry, Westchester 
County, New York 

Ferdinand Gottlieb 

House demolished November 1974 

Information provided by: John Zukowsky 
Architectural Historian 
Hudson River Museum 
Yonkers, New York 10701 
March 1975 
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