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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY P
1 DICKINSON STREET {(House) HABS No. NQ—SSC
Location: 1 Zickinscon St. iscuth side o shrset)
Eingnamton, Broome County, N.Y¥Y. 13305
UTM QUaADRANGLE: BINGHAMPTONW WEST
TIM REFERENCE: 18 424230 4501600
Fressnt Ownar: Blrghamton Urban Renzwal Agency (3URX)
£th Flcoer, City Hall
Governmental Plaza
Binghamton, N. VY. 12907
Present Cccupant: Vacant, to be demolizhed
Significance: 1 Dickinson Street was the first of two apart-
ment buildings that were built with the intent
of being quality housing for the working class
people. It is believed that the Frankec-Halianate
stvle of the Dwight Block (now demolished) had
a great influence upon the design of this struc-
ture and its twin (3 Dickinscn St.). The build-
ing is noted for its large bay windows wnich
span two scories and are placed symetrically
on each side of the main entrance. Both bavs
of windows are capped with decoratively bracketed
gables that are sided with fish scale shingles.

At either side of the housa thers are large
ciimneys wnich ag¢c to the unusual roofline of
this building.

HISTORY OF 1 DICKINSON STREET

Built between 1888 and 1890, 1 Dickinson Street was the first
of . two identical apartment buildings developed to house wyorxing
class families. Though the architect of these two structures
is unknown, it is believed the design for these buildings was
influenced by the Franco-Italian style of the Dwight Block
which was developed by Isaac G. Perry.

1 Dickinsorn Street has, since 1its construction, been maintained
as a rental property. While under the ownership of Dwight,
rent was figured upen a basis of simple interest on the cost of
the building and the structure housed between 2 and ¢ families.
tnder variocus new ownershizss the rent of these properties
became competitive with city-wide rental rates and the nurpber
of tenants remained the same until 1980 when the house was
further subdivided and 3 more units were creatad in the

basement and attic.



PAPT II - ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

2ral

2roh er: This two-ziory asarttant has
t=zn 2 srican Barogues and it ig& thought

: th fluenced by the Franco-Italian

2 iz wight block tha:t lailid adjacent to
Coniizion ¢i Trabrig: The extiarior of this brick
sTructur2 ic gainted a pale brown, the paint 1§ in goor
condizion and the bricks are ia nesd of :zepointing 1n kthe
side a2nd rear. The brick chimnewvs are beginning to l=an
2nd several oricks are missing or disintecgrating. The
roof is shingled with asphalt shingles that are showing
sxtrame wear, The interior of this building has bzen
complietelv cutted, several walls have been partially
Xnockad cut and there ars severe cracks forming in the
foundatiocon.

3. Description cf the Zxtsrior

—_
.

Qverall Dimension: &the layoui of this s:tructurs is
rectangular in shape. The structure has a front gorch
width of twenty-two (22) f2et and zsro (J) inches and a
depth of thres (3} feet, six (6) lﬁcqes. The actual
building width face is forty-one (41) fzet, zero (0}
inches and has an ovesrall width of fortvy-three (43) f=oi,
zzro {0} inches. ZExcluding the porch wiith, the overazall
depth of the house is forty-two (42) fest, zero inches.
The helgh; of the structure from ground lavel to the roof
peak 1s approximately thirty-six (36) feet, There is a
basement, first and second floors and attic in this
building. This structure 1is a mirror image of

3 Dickinson Street.

Foundation: Concrate and brick, cne and ons-half (1-1/2}
feet 1n thickness, Several sevesre Cracks present.

Walls: Masonry load-besaring walls, painted light tan
with brown trim, show signs of detsrioration at poinis
where walls meet foundation - repointing 1s necessary.

Structural System: Brick, masonry load-bearing walls.

Porchis Wood constiructicon, no ornamentaticn, concrete
steps and has a roof supported by four (4} posts.

Chimney: There are four {4) rsctangular brick cnhimneys,
two on each end of the building. The chimneys are
beginning to lean and are missing bricks.



7. Openings: (See Drawings 1-4 for location and width of
various openings.) All windows havs modern screens and
arg decorated wiih two (2) Inch painted weeod :rim and
nave slate silis (also painted) Several winlows ars
brzsikaen and doors ars boarisd owey wiih gliwood Ior gaists
Dursosaes.,

8. Rco o243, svmesriczal,
gzonal

Tecorl

1. Floor Ula ng: Refer to Drawings 1-4 for room cimeansions
and original uses.

2. Stairways: There were S1xX stalrways 1s this pullding, 2
s2ts of bassment, 2 sets of main entrv, 2 ssts of at
(see drawings 1-4 for location and widtn.) The basement

stairs are open back pine stairs, four steps have bean
destroyed. The main entry stalrs have been ripped away
from the wall and only remain attached at the toop,
several stens are missing and the bannistar (criginellx
hardwcod, spindle design) .has Dbeen torn off and
destroyed The attlc stalrs are pine steps with a simgle
»pine railing attached to the wall.

v

3. Flooring: Basement floor is half concrete and half
earthen floor. The first floor is all hardwood floors in
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covered with linoleum {(torn in severa 1 pluces) all
second floor rooms have nardwood Elo 19 as does the
attic, these also are in poor conditi

4, Wall and Ceiling Finishes: 2all original walls on the
first and second floor ara hard-finishad horse hair
plaster. The attic has no finished walls, just cpen
space petween flooring and the roof. Tne baszment has
brick walls (foundation) with plasterboard walls (recent)

covering the brick.
5. Openings: {(See Drawings 1-4 for locaticns and widths.)

(a) Doorways and Doors: All of the doorways in the house
are elight (8) feet in height and surrounded by 3-5 inch,
carved or layered wood molding. At the tcp of each frame
theres are 2-1/2 inch medallion shaped carvings in each
corner.,

(b) Windows: Sash-type windows, all measuring
approximately six (6) feet in height from the bottom of
the window to the top {(molding width included). Each of
the windows began twelve (12) inches above the floor
level, All windows are surrounded by three (3) inch
undecorated wood molding.



6.

Decorative Featur=s and Trim: None. The housa was
completely guttaed and 1is totally absgsent of any
orpamentation. :

Fzriwzrz: Zaviwzrz 2322 on the docrs and windows includs
common window latchiss and door ninges. The front door
has a decorafive brass J00rinob, X2y holes and deor
plztas which will oz removed, Cther docrs in the houss
fad {211 weroveld) glazsz: Scorgnogos and piain door plazes,
Mecnanical Zguisment:

{2} Heating: The oOriginzl nezting system was a coal
burning farnacs that distrizuted warm air throughout the
house by way of air Zduczs on all lavels of the structure
except the at-ic, Thils systesm was later replaced by &
gas burnine firnacs.

(b) Lightiag: Designed with gas lighting on ail floors
and was later raplaced with electricityv.

(c) Plumbing: Had complete plumbing service from tims of
construiction to present usse, incluaeu. hot and cold
running water, sawer and waste water hookups. Original
pPipes were galvanized ste=l pipe and later replaced by

copper.



1 DICKINSON ST. (House)

PART III - SOURCES OF INFORMATION

A,

B.

Original Architectural Drawings: MNone availabls.

Farly Views:

1.

Birds Eye View of Binghamton 1882 - provided building
locations and early street configurations.

Interviews:; None.

Bibliography:

1.

a.,

Primary and Unpublisned Sources:

Broome County Historical Society. Dwightsville Historie
File. Located at: Roberson Center for the arts,

Binghamton, N.Y.

Foote, Keith G. Sanford O. Lacey. SUNY Binghamton,
Department of Art History. 1980.

Office of Developmental and Community Services.
Dwightsville Historic File. Located in: City of
Binghamton Planning Division, 4th Floor,

City Hall, Binghamton, New York 13901

Secondary and Published Sources:

a. Bingnamton Daily Times. "Dwight 2lace".
Binghamton Daily Times, March 9, 1974,

b. Blumenson, John J.G. Identifyving American
Erchitecture. Nashville: 2American Association for
State and Local History. 1973.

Site Inspection: This structure was visited by staff
members and complete notes and measurements were taken at

this time. February 3-3, 1986.
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First Floor Plan

Scale: 1/8" « 1'%

1 Dickinson ~treet
Drawn by Laurie himball}
‘Date: 6/26/86

Drawing No. 1 of
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Drawing No, 2 of 1
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Second Floor Plan
Drawn by Laurie Kimball

Scale
Date
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Attic Plan
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Basement Plan

Scale: 1/8" = 1'oo"¢

1 Dickinson Street
Drawn by Laurie Kimball
Date: 6/26/86
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