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BAPTIST HOME 

HABS No. NY-6345 

665-681 Greene Avenue, bounded by Greene Avenue, 
Throop Avenue, and Van Buren Street, Brooklyn, 
Kings County, New York 

UTM. Quad Map: USGS Brooklyn Quadrangle, Universal Transverse 
Mercator Coordinates: 18.589360.4504620 

Present Owner: New York City 
Department of Housing Preservation and Development 
100 Gold Street 
New York, N.Y. 10038 

Present Use: Vacant 

statement of 
Significance: The Baptist Home, one of many prominent charitable 

institutions erected in Brooklyn during the 19th 
and early 20th centuries, is an important complex 
built in three campaigns. Each wing was designed 
by an important local architect. Incorporated in 
1869, the home was erected in an outlying part of 
the Bedford neighborhood which would soon become 
one of Brooklyn's prime residential areas. The 
initial building, erected in 1873-75, was designed 
by E.L. Roberts. This was followed by a large 
wing designed in 1901 by Parfitt Brothers, and an 
infirmary wing erected in 1925-26 to the designs 
of Helmle & Corbett. 
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PART I - HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The Baptist Home, officially known as the Baptist Home of -
Brooklyn, N.Y., was founded in 1869 and was one of a large number 
of charitable institutions organized in the rapidly growing city 
of Brooklyn during the second half of the 19th century. Many of 
these institutions, particularly homes for the aged, were founded 
by religious groups. The organization of a home for poor 
Baptists in Brooklyn was the idea of Alexander MacDonald, an 
umbrella manufacturer and vocal abolitionist. 1 He secured the 
cooperation of Francis Mason, a builder and large Brooklyn 
landowner. Although neither man lived to see the opening of the 
home, it was their interest and financial contributions that led 
to the organization of the institution and the successful 
completion of its initial building campaign. A committee of 
Brooklyn Baptists met to discuss the issue of a home for the aged 
in 1868 and on April 9, 1869 The Baptist Home of Brooklyn, N.Y. 
was incorporated by the New York State Legislature. Alexander 
MacDonald offered $5000 towards the construction of a home and 
Francis Mason offered to donate land for the new venture. After 
examining several sites, the directors chose sixteen lots on 
Greene Avenue and Van Buren Street at Throop Avenue in what is 
now the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood. The Baptist Home was 
"intended for those who by reason of age, disease and various 
misfortunes are for the time being rendered incapable of caring 
for themselves, and who must rely upon the church for support. 112 

The Home was to be supported by donations collected at Brooklyn's 
various Baptist churches, many of which had prosperous 
congregations. 

In the late 1860s and early 1870s, the independent city of 
Brooklyn was undergoing rapid development. Developers were 
erecting hundreds of new single-family rowhouses that were 
attracting a large middle-class population. At the time that the 
Baptist Home acquired its property, the location was still on the 
eastern outskirts of the city. However, residential development 
was moving steadily closer and the directors must have assumed 
that residential construction would soon begin nearby. However. 
large-scale development did not begin in this area until the 
1880s and it was during the 1880s and early 1890s that most of 
the blocks in the vicinity of the Baptist Home were built up with 

1 A complete early history of the home is provided in Sketch 
of the History of the Baptist Home of Brooklyn, New York, From 
its Inception to the Present Time. New York: L.H. Bigelow, 1888. 
Other information on the early history can be found in the Annual 
Reports of the Baptist Home of Brooklyn, N.Y. and in the "Minutes 
of the Board of Managers." 

2 First Annual Report, (1877), p. 25. 
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brick and stone single-family rowhouses. 

Brooklyn's new residential neighborhoods attracted a large 
middle-class Protestant population. Many of these people moved 
to Brooklyn from rural New England and upstate New York. 
Religion was an important part of life in Brooklyn and the 
affluent new residents erected so many fine new church that 
Brooklyn became known as "the city of churches." These religious 
organizations also erected buildings to aid needy members of 
their denominations. Beginning in the 1860s and extending into 
the first years of the 20th century, a significant number of 
organizations affiliated with religious groups were founded to 
assist the elderly poor. Among these were the Baptist Horne of 
Brooklyn, the Brooklyn Hebrew Horne for the Aged, Brooklyn 
Methodist Episcopal Church Horne, Congregational Horne for the 
Aged, Church Charity Foundation Horne for the Aged (Protestant 
Episcopal), Horne for the Aged of the Little Sisters of the Poor 
(Roman Catholic), and the Wartburg Horne (Lutheran). These 
institutions erected architecturally distinguished buildings, 
almost all of which have been demolished. 

In 1869 Francis Mason became chairman of a committee to 
procure plans and cost estimates for the proposed Baptist Horne. 
The $1600 expense of commissioning plans and drawings was borne 
by Mason. 3 The architect chosen to design the Baptist Horne was 
"Brother" Ebenezer L. Roberts. E.L. Roberts (1825-1890) 
established his career in Brooklyn in 1854, moving his office to 
New York City in 1866. Although little is known about Roberts's 
life, he was a resident of Brooklyn and a Baptist. Most of the 
buildings identified as having been built to Roberts•s designs 
were erected for Baptist institutions or for prominent Baptists. 
Besides the Baptist Horne, Roberts is known to have designed the 
Washington Avenue Baptist Church (1860) and the chapel of the 
Emmanuel Baptist Church (1882), both of which are in the Clinton 
Hill Historic District (local and National Register district) . 4 

He also designed the homes of Charles Pratt at 232 Clinton Avenue 
(1874) and James Lounsbery at 321 Clinton Avenue (1874), both in 
the Clinton Hill Historic District (Pratt was a Baptist and was 
one of Roberts's major patrons). Both of these men were partners 
of John D. Rockefeller (also a Baptist) in Standard Oil and 
Roberts was responsible for the original standard Oil Building 
(1886; demolished) at 26 Broadway in Manhattan; Roberts had his 

3 Sketch, p. 11. 

4 New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, Clinton 
Hill Historic District Designation Report, report prepared by 
Andrew s. Dolkart (1981) and "Clinton Hill Historic District 
National Register Nomination," prepared by Virginia Kurshan and 
Andrews. Dolkart (1984). 
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off ice in this building from 1887 until his death.' Roberts was 
also said to have been responsible for "many other fire-proof __ 
buildings in various cities of the United States." 5 : 

For the Baptist Home, Roberts designed an impressive French 
Second Empire style structure with mansarded pavilions, a grand 
central entrance stoop on Greene Avenue, and a tall corner tower. 
The French Second Empire style was popular in Brooklyn during the 
late 1860s and early 1870s, with many residences, institutional 
buildings, commercial buildings, and public buildings designed in 
the style. The directors chose not to build the entire building 
all at once since the cost was estimated at $125,000, far more 
than the organization felt it could raise. Roberts's pavilion 
design permitted the construction of discreet sections; only two 
of the planned nine sections were erected. The cornerstone of 
the original Baptist Home building was laid on October 22, 1873 
and the building officially opened on June 22, 1875. As 
completed, this wing had kitchen, dining room, reception room, 
office, parlor, chapel, infirmary, matron's room, reading room, 
forty single and double rooms for residents (referred to in the 
early sources as "inmates"), laundry, furnace room, and store 
rooms. 

As Brooklyn's population increased in the final two decades 
of the 19th century (by 599,919 people) and as the number of 
Baptists and Baptist churches also increased, the aging building 
of the Baptist Home became inadequate. Thus, in 1900 the Board 
of Managers of the Baptist Home appointed a Building Committee 
consisting of three members which was given the "authority to 
employ architects and procure plans and specifications for the 
erection of an additional wing to our present building. 116 

Early in 1901 Walter B. Parfitt, of the Brooklyn architectural 
firm of Parfitt Brothers, was chosen as architect for the new 
wing. Parfitt submitted five proposals to the Building Committee 
which chose a handsome Renaissance Revival design that more than 
doubled the size of the institution. 7 Parfitt Brothers was 
responsible for a number of Brooklyn's most prominent late 19th
and early-20th-century buildings. The firm was founded by 
English immigrants Walter B. (d.1924) and Henry (d.1888) Parfitt 
in 1875. A third brother, Albert (1863-1926) arrived in Brooklyn 
in 1882 and eventually became a partner in the firm. The firm 
designed some of the most prominent Queen Anne buildings in 
Brooklyn in the late 1880s and early 1890s. Parfitt Brothers 

1901. 

5 Brooklyn Advance 2 (April 1879), p. 95. 

6 "Minutes of the Board of Managers," June 12, 1900, p. 56. 

7 "Minutes of the Building Committee," January-February 
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also designed several churches {three are extant) ·and many 
buildings for charitable institutions, almost all of which ha~a 
been demolished. At the turn of the century, the work of Parfitt 
Brothers followed the trend towards Renaissance-inspired designs. 
Among the firm's notable Renaissance Revival buildings are 
several firehouses and the Baptist Home. 

Parfitt Brothers's designs for the Baptist Home were 
completed by April 1901 and on April 29, 1901 the Board of 
Managers voted to proceed with construction. 8 Bidding on 
construction took place in May and a contract was signed with the 
lowest bidder -- the contracting firm of R.B. Ferguson. 9 The 
cornerstone was laid on July 1, 1901 and the building was 
completed on May 15, 1902. The 1901 Annual Report mentions that 
the Board intended to have the entire front of the original 
building taken down. 10 The following year the report draws 
special notice to "the new front that has been placed in a 
portion of the old building, which if it had not been done, would 
have marred the beauty of the structure and forever caused 
regret. 1111 Since no architectural drawings and photographs of 
the original buildings have been located it is not possible to 
adequately analyze these statements. The present street 
elevation appears to date from the 1870s and it relates closely 
to the etching of E.L. Roberts's original building. One thing 
that is clear is that the exterior of the original building was 
painted white in 1901 (records note that $88.00 was spent on 
exterior painting). 12 

As the number of patients increased, infirmary facilities 
became inadequate and in 1924 a committee of the Board of 
Managers was established to seek plans for a new infirmary 
building to be erected to the rear of the original structure. On 
March 10, 1925, the Board approved the design submitted by the 
firm of Helmle & Corbett. 13 Frank Helmle {1869-1939) began 

8 "Minutes of the Board of Managers," April 29, 1901, pp. 
98-99 

9 "Minutes of the Building Committee," May 16, 1901. 

10 Annual Report { 1901) I p. 33. 

11 Annual Report, (1902) I p. 31. 

12 Annual Report, {1902) I p. 31. 

13 "Minutes of the Board of Managers," March 10, 1925. 
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practicing architecture in Brooklyn in 1891. 14 He.was the 
senior partner in the firms of Helmle & Johnson and Helmle & 
Huberty, before forming a partnership with Harvey Wiley Corbett 
in 1912. The Helmle firms were the architect of several of the 
most prominent early 20th-century buildings in Brooklyn, notably 
park pavilions, churches, and banks. His most famous building is 
the Prospect Park Boathouse (Helmle & Huberty, 1904). Harvey 
Wiley Corbett (1873-1954) studied architecture at the Ecole des 
Beaux-Arts before settling in New York in 1900. Early in the 
partnership of Helmle & Corbett, the firm designed a number of 
industrial buildings in Brooklyn and was responsible for Bush 
Tower (1916-18) at 130-32 West 42nd Street and Bush House (1920-
24) in London. During the 1920s, Corbett explored the 
possibilities of skyscraper design, in both his buildings and his 
writings, and became one of the leading skyscraper theorists in 
America. 

Ground was broken for the new infirmary in July 25, with the 
cornerstone laid on November 12, 1925. The building was 
dedicated on April 5, 1926. The infirmary contained twelve 
single rooms, two double rooms, two nurses' rooms, two bathrooms, 
a diet kitchen, a utility room, and a roof garden. At the same 
time that the infirmary was erected, alterations and additions 
were made to the earlier buildings. These were probably also the 
work of Helmle & Corbett. Changes include the addition of a one
story enclosed porch to the Throop Avenue elevation, the removal 
of an octagonal dome with tall flagpole from the Parfitt Brothers 
addition, reconstruction of the front stoop, and removal of a low 
retaining wall at the edge of the lot and its replacement with an 
iron fence. 

By the late 1960s, the buildings were aging and the 
neighborhood around the home was deteriorating. The Board began 
looking for a new site and in 1970 purchased land near Rhinebeck, 
Dutchess County, New York. A new home was begun in 1976 and in 
1977 the Brooklyn property was sold to the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Coptic Church of North and South America. This organization 
never received a tax exemption and defaulted on its city taxes. 
New York City took over the property in 1983 and the buildings 
has been vacant ever since. New York City has granted site 
control to 80-86 Housing Corporation which plans to construct a 
low-income housing project on the site. 

14 New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, Bush 
Terminal Building Designation Report, report prepared by Betsy 
Bradley (1988). 
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PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

The Baptist Home is located in a residential area at the -
northeast section of the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood. The 
main frontage of the home faces onto Greene Avenue, a residential 
street lined with handsome 19th-century rowhouses. The rear of 
the home faces onto Van Buren Street with its rowhouses and small 
apartment buildings. Throop Avenue is a busier street and like 
most of the north-south streets in the neighborhood has a mix of 
19th-century rowhouses and larger tenements with commercial 
ground floors. 

The original building of the Baptist Home, now the east wing 
of the complex, is a handsome red brick structure designed in the 
French Second Empire style. The building is typical of French 
Second Empire institutional design of the late 1860s and early 
1870s, with its pavilion massing, mansard roof with dormer 
windows, and paired window fenestration. The building is three 
stories tall with a raised basement. The dimensions are 67'x 
48 1 , with the central pavilion 37'x 40 1 and the eastern pavilion 
30'x 48 1

• It is five bays wide on the front elevation (three 
bays in the central pavilion and two bays in the eastern 
pavilion). 

The foundations are of rock-faced stone laid in random 
ashlar and are capped by a smooth stone watertable. On the first 
and second stories, the load-bearing walls are faced in red brick 
laid in common bond with stone window lintels and sills. These 
two stories have paired, segmental-arched windows at each bay 
except the central bay of the central pavilion which has single 
segmental-arched windows. On the central pavilion, the lintels 
are flush with the facade, while on the eastern pavilion the 
lintels project and are supported on molded brackets. All of the 
window sash has been removed from the first-story and basement 
windows. The second story windows retain remnants of 4x4 double
hung wood sash. 

The third story is in the form of a mansard. The mansard 
was originally clad with slate, but this has been replaced by 
asphalt shingles. At the base of the mansard is the remnant of a 
bracketed cornice. The mansard is pierced by pedimented dormers. 
In the central pavilion are three dormers, each with single 
shallow segmental-arched window, while the eastern pavilion has 
two dormers with paired segmental-arched windows. Photographs 
indicate that at the base of each of the dormers there were 
originally wood console brackets and that each window had 4x4 
wood sash. The rear elevation of the mansard was originally 
pieced by four single dormers on the central pavilion. One 
dormer has been removed. 

Since no photographs of the original building have been 
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located, it-is not clear where the original entrance to the home 
was located. In Roberts's original plan, the entrance was to _b~ 
in a central pavilion that was never erected. It is possible ~ 
that a temporary entrance was placed in the west elevation of the 
home or on the rear facade. If an entrance was located on the 
Greene Avenue frontage all trace of it was removed, probably in 
1901-02. 

The corner building, erected in 1901-02, is an imposing 
Renaissance Revival style structure stretching for approximately 
96' on Greene Avenue and 103 1 on Throop Avenue. It is four 
stories with a raised basement and crowning galvanized-iron 
cornice. The basement is faced in rock-faced sandstone laid in 
random ashlar; the first story is faced in beige Roman brick laid 
in pattern resembling rustication; and the upper floors are faced 
in tawny Roman brick. Quoins, window enframements, and other 
ornamental features are white terra cotta. 

The front elevation, facing Greene Avenue, is massed in a 
symmetrical manner with a stiallow projecting central pavilion 
containing the centrally-placed entrance. The corner of the 
building and the corners of the central pavilion are marked by 
terra-cotta quoins. The round-arched entrance is set beneath a 
terra-cotta portico with fluted Ionic columns and pilasters 
supporting an entablature inscribed with the name of the building 
and capped by a parapet railing. The portico has small terrace
like wings with terra-cotta railings in the same classical design 
as those atop the portico. The original stoop with stone wing 
walls was replaced by a simpler granite stoop in 1925-26. The 
entrance has a full terra-cotta enframement with a cartouche in 
each spandrel. The entrance is flanked by single windows, while 
each of the end pavilions is articulated by two groups of paired 
windows. Each window on the first story has splayed brick 
lintels and a transom with terra-cotta transom bar. 

At the center of the second story is a paired window 
grouping capped by an anthemion. Single windows flank the 
central window pair. These, in turn, are flanked by two sets of 
paired windows. The upper stories are articulated in a similar 
manner except for the presence of a single central window rather 
than a pair of windows. All of the windows have full terra-cotta 
enframements. The fourth story is ornamented with four exuberant 
white terra-cotta cartouches. Photographs indicate that all of 
the windows originally had lxl wood sash. The facade is crowned 
by a galvanized-iron bracketed cornice. 

The front elevation was originally capped by a parapet 
inscribed "THE BAPTIST HOME." This parapet formed the base for 
an octagonal lantern and dome capped by a tall flagpole. The 
lantern and dome were removed in 1925-26; the parapet was removed 
at a later date. 
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The side elevation facing onto Throop Avenue ·is massed in
two sections with the rear portion somewhat recessed. The 
section adjacent to the front elevation is three bays wide with 
single windows, terra-cotta window enframements, and two terra
cotta cartouches. The focal point of this elevation is a one
story-and-basement, three-sided bay. The bay was original clad 
in metal that has been stripped off. The rear section is six 
bays wide with single windows, terra-cotta detail, and three 
cartouches. The bracketed cornice seen on the front elevation 
continues onto the entire Throop Avenue front. In 1925-26 a one
story enclosed porch, with yellow brick piers and base, was added 
to the Throop Avenue elevation. 

The north and east elevations of the building are clad in 
common beige brick and are articulated by single rectangular and 
segmental-arched windows. A fire escape extends up the north 
elevation; wide segmental-arched openings front onto the fire 
escape. The bracketed cornice extends onto the north elevation, 
but not onto the east elevation. Adjacent to the east elevation 
is an original utilitarian one-story red brick extension with 
segmental-arched openings. 

The two-story infirmary is connected to the rear of the east 
pavilion of the original building by a two-story passage. The 
infirmary, measuring 34'x 65', is faced entirely in beige brick, 
with the exception of a masonry water table, cornice, and modest 
ornament. The long west facade is six bays wide, while the north 
elevation is three bays wide. On the first story, the building 
is articulated by brick arches within each of which is a 
rectangular window. Each arch has stone imposts and keystone. A 
small diamond-shaped brick panel is located in the spandrel above 
each window opening. Below each arch is a recessed rectangular 
brick panel separated from the arch by a soldier course that 
doubles as a sill. The second story is articulated by 
rectangular windows with stone sills and 6x6 wood sash. Atop the 
terra-cotta cornice is a brick parapet ornamented with panels of 
dog-tooth brickwork. The east elevation, fronting onto a narrow 
alley, is faced in common brick and is cut by several rectangular 
windows. 

Photographs from 1902 show that by that date the grounds 
were bordered by a low stone parapet capped by an iron pipe 
railing. Lawns were located on the Greene Avenue and Throop 
Avenue frontages. To the rear, facing Throop Avenue and Van 
Buren Street, was open land that was apparently landscaped, 
although no photographic views have been located. In 1924-25 the 
low wall was removed and replaced by a taller iron fence. At 
that time the original stoop was altered, iron railings were 
placed along the stairs and landings leading from the street to 
the front entrance, and a pair of stone piers was erected at the 
base of the stairs adjacent to the Greene Avenue sidewalk. 
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PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

A. Original architectural drawings. No original 
architectural drawings were located at the Brooklyn 
Buildings Department or in the archives of the Baptist Home 
of Brooklyn, N.Y. What appears to be Parfitt Brothers 
presentation drawing for the 1901 addition is illustrated in 
Order of Exercises at the Laying of the Corner-Stone of the 
Addition to The Baptist Home of Brooklyn, N.Y. (1901). 

B. No nineteenth-century views of the original building 
were located in the collections of the Brooklyn Historical 
Society, the New York Public Library, or the Baptist Home of 
Brooklyn, N.Y. An etching of E.L. Roberts's original design 
was widely published. It can be found in the Annual Reports 
of the Baptist Home of Brooklyn, N.Y. from 1979 through 
1900, in Sketch of the History of the Baptist Home of 
Brooklyn, New York From its Inception to the Present (NY: 
L.H. Bigelow, 1888), final page; and in Henry R. Stiles, The 
History of the County of Kings and the City of Brooklyn (NY: 
W.W. Munsell & Co., 1884), p. 978. 

A photograph of the 1901-02 addition, looking from the 
southwest was published in each Annual Report from 1902 
through 1925. A photograph of the addition, looking from 
the southeast, with a clear view of the original wing, was 
published in The Brooklyn Daily Times, May 16, 1902. A 
photograph showing the 1901-02 addition after it was altered 
in 1925-26 was published in a series of Annual Reports 
beginning in 1926. No photographs of the infirmary have 
been located. 

c. Bibliography 
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"Baptist Home of Brooklyn," Brooklyn Advance 6 (July 
1883) I PP• 243-45. 
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Sketch of the History of the Baptist Home of Brooklyn, 
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Bigelow, 1888), p. 17. 

Stiles, Henry R. The History of the County of Kings and 
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1. E. L. Roberts's original proposal for the Baptist: 
Home, c.1869. 

THE BAPTIST HOME. 
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2. Parfitt Brothers drawing of Baptist Home extensiq~, 
1901. 

©rber of JE~ercises 
.\T THE 

LAYING OF THE CORNER-STONE 

OF THE ADDITION TO 

(b~ fiaptist fiom~ or firooktyn, n. y. 
Corner of Greene am! Throop Avenues 

Monday, July 1st, 1901, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

~ 
,· .;.'". 

I love to f'\el when sinks the sun 
Tha1 there is something I have done 

For which the world is better; 
However small the deed may be. 
If smnething good has gone from me 

The world remains my debtor. 
-,}frs. J. H. De-.u. 

Mr. CHAR.LES H. DUTCHER, 
President of the Board of Managers, will preside 

Mr. HAYWARD SMITH will lead the singing 
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3. Baptist Home, The Brooklyn Daily Times, May 16, 
1902. 



4. Baptist Home, 1902. 
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THE 

BAPTIST HOME 
OF 

BROOKLYN. N. Y. 

CORXER GREEN"E .-\ND THROOP AVEYUES, IlR.OOKLY:"{. 

w 
.(w~nty=S~o~ntb Jlnnual R~port 

~tl 

l902. 
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PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION 

This project was undertaken by Freeman & Pizer, Architects in 
compliance with Executive Order 11593 and a Memorandum of 
Agreement between the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 
HUD, and the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and 
Historic Preservation as a mitigative effort in the completion of 
a low-income housing project on the site of the Baptist Home. 
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