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Vacant 

The Smith House is a remaining dwelling located along the original 
alignment of the Orange Turnpike prior to the establishment of the Migel 
Estate and the subsequent demolition of several dwellings along this 
alignment. While atypical of rural dwellings constructed in the area 
during the nineteenth century due to its progressive design, the building 
does represent the rural agricultural lifestyle that typified the area. The 
dwelling was likely constructed by its owner, William Knight Smith, a 
contractor and builder from the area who also worked in Brooklyn, New 
York during the mid-nineteenth century. 



PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. PHYSICAL IDSTORY 

1. Date of erection: ca. 1875-1892. 

2. Architect: Not known. 

3. Original and subsequent owners: 
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References to the chain of title for the land upon which the structure stands are in the 
Orange County Court House, Goshen, New York, 

1865 Deed, 1865, recorded in Volume 184, p. 46. Albert W. Secor to William K. 
Smith. 

1892 Will, 1892 (drawn up in 1889), recorded in Volume 56, p. 447. William K. Smith 
to Rachel A. Smith. 

1910 Deeds, 1910, recorded in Volume 513, pp. 48 and 51. Heirs of Rachel A. Smith 
to Theodore Weygant. 

1910 Deed, 1910, recorded in Volume 522, p. 226. Theodore Weygant to Fannie Smith 
Weygant. 

1914 Deed, 1914, recorded in Volume 547, p. 57. Theodore and Fannie Smith 
Weygant to Moses C. Migel. 

4. Builder: Probably William Knight Smith (1829-1892), owner of the property in 1865 
and a local contractor/builder. 

5. Original plans and construction: The building appears to have been little altered since 
its construction. Based on physical evidence, the north porch was enclosed shortly after 
the building was constructed. No original plans, early views, or other early descriptions 
have been located. 

6. Alterations and additions: The north porch appears to have been enclosed shortly after 
completion, based on physical evidence indicating a great similarity in interior and 
exterior finishes, although the exact date is unknown. The porch floor, visible on the 
exterior, is the same tongue and groove flooring as that on the south porch and the 
arrangement of the pilasters is exactly the same as on the south porch. Additionally, 
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brick infill has been placed beneath the tongue-and-groove flooring to fill the gap beneath 
the floor and the stone basement. 

B. HISTORIC CONTEXT 

The dwelling, along with five other dwellings (two of which have been located) and a school, all 
located along the Orange Turnpike (HAER No. NY-312), was incorporated into the Migel Estate 
(HABS No. NY-6356) in 1914 with Moses Migel's purchase of the property. The turnpike was 
rerouted through the estate in 1917, ostensibly to avoid the steep hill on the estate property. 
Other sources, however, report that Migel did not want a road bisecting his property and 
encouraged the realignment process. The six dwellings and the school were thereby isolated 
from the former thoroughfare and were incorporated into the estate activities. Four of the houses 
were located within 1,500 feet of the intersection with Harriman Heights Road and were gone by 
1926 (Church 1987:9). The remaining two houses are the W.K. Smith house and the 
Checkerboard Inn, an early nineteenth-century dwelling once used as an inn located across the 
former turnpike from the Smith house. The school was relocated to roadside of the new turnpike 
alignment and had collapsed by 1994 after a fire. 

In 1865 William K. Smith purchased a 99-acre property on which the house would later be built 
and two smaller parcels for $6,000 (O.C. Deed 184 46) and he continued as its owner until the 
time of his death in 1892. Smith was born in 1829 in Monroe, New York and as a young man 
was trained and worked as a carpenter. Smith, who is believed to have built the house, began his 
career during the mid-nineteenth century in the village of Bell vale located between Warwick and 
Greenwood Lake, New York where he worked as a house carpenter. At mid-century Smith 
removed to Brooklyn, where he continued his work as a contractor/builder within that expanding 
urban area. In 1854 he married Rachel Ann Stansbury, the daughter of Lorenzo D. Stansbury, a 
builder/architect in Brooklyn. By 1855 he had returned to Monroe and purchased a fann, where 
he continued to practice his trade while also establishing himself as a fanner. It is likely that 
Smith built the house along the Orange Turnpike between 1875 and 1892. 

His widow, Rachel A. Smith, and their heirs maintained control of, and lived on, the property 
until 1910. In 1895 it was noted that Rachel Smith was living at this location (Portrait and 
Biographical Record of Orange County 1895) and the name is depicted beside the house on a 
1903 map (Lathrop 1903). Rachel Smith died between 1903 and 1910. 

In 1910 the heirs of Rachel A. Smith sold the fannstead to Theodore Weygant of Hillburn for 
$11,500 and the deed notes that one of the Smith heirs was Fannie Smith Weygant, the grantee's 
wife (O.C. Deeds 513 48 & 51). Weygant conveyed a share in the said property to his wife later 
that same year. (O.C. Deed 522 226). In 1914 Theodore and Fannie Smith Weygant sold the 
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farmstead to Moses C. Migel and the property was subsequently developed as the core ofthe 
Migel Estate. 

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A. GENERALSTATEMENT 

1. Architectural Character 

The two-story, five-bay Smith house is an example of transitional architecture from the more 
common Victorian designs to the simpler, symmetrical designs of the Colonial Revival style. On 
a parallel note, it marks the area's transition from a rural, agricultural area to a cosmopolitan 
recreational area for weekend and holiday estates. Despite the house's rural location and early 
date for the Colonial Revival style, the residents of the house were not cut off from metropolitan 
design trends available in New York City. By 1885, the designs of architects such as Bruce Price 
had appeared in nearby Tuxedo Park and weekend and holiday homes had appeared on the shores 
of nearby Lake Mombasha. Monroe had by this time become as well-known summer resort, 
having numerous hotels, inns, and taverns near its lakes and ponds (Bell 1980:28). 

Smith's expertise as a builder may help explain the rather unusual architectural nature of this 
structure. The Colonial Revival appearance of this building does not fit particularly well with its 
estimated date of construction. A hypothesis has been previously advanced that this dwelling 
achieved its present appearance after a significant remodeling that occurred during the 
development of the Migel Estate. The assumption here is that a more "Victorian" structure was 
altered to be more in keeping with the Colonial Revival style being used for the Migel Estate. 
Smith's expertise, however, allows for a second _alternative -perhaps at least some Colonial 
Revival details were, in fact, original, the result of a knowledgeable and progressive builder who 
was aware of current building trends. Colonial styles, had, in fact begun to witness a resurgence 
in popularity following the nation's Centennial Celebration in 1876, and the architects McKim, 
Mead, White & Bigelow had, in the late 1870s, undertaken a well-publicized tour of New 
England's historic colonial houses in order to study and to draw the structures. The firm had 
erected two landmark dwellings in the style by the mid-1880s, considered to be designs from 
which the mature Colonial Revival manner developed. The symmetrical elevation treatment and 
floor plan of the W.K. Smith house are in alignment with mid-1880s design trends. -It seems 
possible that, given his connections in the New York City area and the presence of influential 
projects underway at nearby Tuxedo Park, Smith might have been familiar with the "new" style 
then just gaining attention. 
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The overall condition of the exterior of the building is fair. The condition of the interior fabric is 
also fair. Missing downspouts have caused severe water damage, interior and exterior, at the 
north comers where the enclosed porch meets the main block of the house. 

B. DESCRIPTION OF EXTERIOR 

1. Overall dimensions: The W. K. Smith house is 66'8" x 26'3," including the 14'2" wide 
porches on the north and south elevations. The building has a center stairhall flanked by 
two chambers to both the north and the south on the first and second floors. Two 
additional rooms are located within the north wing and are accessed through the dining 
room and kitchen. The basement is divided by stone partition walls to create four rooms, 
one under each porch and two beneath the main block of the house. Two rooms are 
located at the attic level, one on each side of the center stair. 

2. Foundation: The building has an approximately 10" thick cut-stone foundation and 
retaining wall. The foundation is banked to the west. On the north elevation, the top 
course of stone forms voussoirs over the two wood-frame hopper windows and the four
light wood door. The windows have stone slab sills. Three small, rectangular windows 
are located above grade on the east elevation and one on the west elevation. The 
basement has interior stone partitions and the floor is earth. 

3. Walls: The wood-frame walls are covered with clapboards painted white. 

4. Structural systems, framing: The main block is constructed of horizontal wood planks 
over a balloon frame. The north enclosed porch is constructed of mitre-cut wood planks 
over a balloon frame. Floors are supported by frame joists. 

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads: A three-step, brick stoop leads to the main 
entrance. A pedimented, gabled-roof portico shelters the main entrance. This portico 
will be discussed in greater detail in B. 7 .a. 

An open porch is located at the south end of the house and an enclosed porch, identical in 
original design, is located at the north end. The south porch has paneled square columns 
resting on a wood tongue-and-groove atop a poured concrete foundation. Pilasters are 
located at the junction between the house and the porch. The columns support a flat roof 
with a Colonial Revival-style, wood railing above. The enclosed porch at the north end 
of the house has the same configuration of columns and railing, infilled with clapboards 
and windows. The age and form of the windows and clapboards in the enclosed porch is 
consistent with the rest of the house. 
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A hipped-roof, single-story vestibule attached to the east (rear) elevation of the building 
has stone slab steps leading to the entrance on the south elevation. 

6. Chimneys: Interior brick chimneys are located at the north and south ends of the house. 
The south chimney has a brick cap. 

7. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: The main entrance is centered in the west elevation. The 
pedimented entrance has cornice returns and a paneled soffit and is supported by 
round Doric columns beside paneled pilasters. A fanlight beneath a keystone
detailed surround is located above the six-panel wood door. Simple molded 
surrounds are located on the remaining exterior doors. 

The door leading to the rear vestibule dates from the early twentieth century with 
a four-light square window set into the vertical-board door. The four-panel wood 
door leading from the vestibule into the building exhibits a molding and drip cap 
similar to those found on the remainder of the interior of the building (i.e. late 
nineteenth century). 

The two doors leading from the front and rear parlors at the south end of the house 
to the south porch and the west door leading from the northwest room to the front 
yard are fifteen-light-over-single-panel wood doors. 

Wood-frame screen doors are located on all exterior doors, with the exception of a 
metal-frame screen door at the rear vestibule. 

b. Windows and shutters: Windows throughout the building are six-over-six-light 
double-hung wood sash windows with molded surrounds and drip caps. Metal 
storm windows are attached to the exterior of the windows. Shutters on the first 
floor are paneled wood set on pintles and secured with curvilinear metal shutter 
dogs. Shutters on the second floor are louvered wood with strap hinges, also set 
on pintles. A window is centered in the north and south gable peaks. 
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a. Shape, covering: The gable roof is sheathed in gray asphalt shingles. The porch 
roofs are flat and covered with roofing compound, tar and gravel. 

b. Cornice, eaves: The molded box cornice has overhanging eaves and gable end 
returns at the north and south side gables. 

C. DESCRIPTION OF INTERIOR 

1. Floor plans: The center-hall plan house has front and rear parlors to the south of the 
stairhall. These parlors are connected via paneled, wood pocket doors. A dining room is 
located north of the hall and connects to the kitchen through its east wall. The enclosed 
porch on the north elevation contains an additional east and west room with toilet 
enclosures. Two pantries open off of the kitchen. 

The second floor has a similar configuration with two bedrooms along the south end of 
the house connected by a hinged door. Two bedrooms are also located on the north end 
of the house. A bathroom is located at the rear of the house, centered in the east 
elevation. 

The third floor contains one room on either side of the stair. 

2. Stairways: A straight-run stair is located in the center hall along its north wall. The 
wood stair has turned-wood balustrade with a molded handrail. A turned-wood newell 
post is locate!i at the first and second floors. A chairrail molding is located along the 
north wall. A wood-plank stair leads to the basement from the rear of the center hall. 

3. Flooring: Wood flooring throughout the house is primarily painted 6 W' tongue-and
groove boards. The dining room has cherry-stained 5" tongue-and-groove boards. The 
northwest room on the first floor has early-mid-twentieth-century, varnished tongue-and
groove flooring with a border pattern at the walls. The kitchen, pantry, and bathroom 
floors are vinyl sheet flooring over wood boards. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Walls and ceilings throughout the building are plaster over 
wood lathe. A picture molding located above the tops of the windows is located in the 
front and rear parlors at the south end of the house. The picture molding in the northwest 
room is slightly different than that found in the parlors and is aligned with the tops of the 
windows. The second floor walls have simple crown moldings located just below the 
juncture with the ceiling, causing a narrow shadow at the juncture. 
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a. Doorways and doors: The main door is six-panel wood. The doors leading from 
the center hall to the front parlor and the dining room are double ten-light-over
one-panel wood doors. A single ten-light-over-one-panel wood door leads from 
the dining room to the northwest room. The door leading from the dining room to 
the kitchen is a double-hinged, solid wood door. The attic doors are beaded board 
and batten doors with rimlocks. Doors throughout the remainder of the house are 
four-panel wood with rimlocks and porcelain or glass knobs. Door moldings 
throughout the house are of high-relief, late-nineteenth century design with the 
exception of the exterior door in the northwest room of the first floor, which has a 
simpler design, and at the attic level, which has simple, beaded wood plank 
moldings. Thresholds throughout the house are wood. 

b. Windows: A high-relief molding surrounds the windows and a wood panel fills 
the space between the sill and the baseboard. The second floor windows have the 
same surrounds as those located on the first floor but have sills with aprons 
instead of the wall panels. The northwest room on the first floor contains a 
simpler window molding and apron and a drip cap. Attic-level window 
surrounds are wood planks. 

An interior window is located at the west end of the second floor hall. This 
frosted, rectangular window has the same type of molding found elsewhere on the 
second floor. The window serves to illuminate the hall by transmitting light that 
enters into the closet behind it through an exterior window. 

6. Decorative features and trim: There are two types of baseboards loc~ted in the house. 
One type, a high, molded baseboard, is located primarily on the first floor. It is located in 
the hall, the front and rear parlors, the dining room, and the northwest room. The second 
type, a high baseboard with a lower-relief molding than is located downstairs, is located 
throughout the second floor. 

Simple, unadorned fireplaces are located in the front and rear parlors and in the south 
bedrooms. Evidence of patched stovepipe holes is apparent. The fireplaces have flat, 
wood mantels and front pieces; the first floor fireplaces have an arch over the opening, 
the second floor fireplaces do not. Built-in cabinets are located on the east wall of the 
kitchen and in the pantry and are characterized by their simple, paneled doors and small 
porcelain knobs. 

7. Hardware: Rimlocks with porcelain or glass door knobs predominate throughout the 
house. The front door has a thumb latch with a pitcher handle. 
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8. Mechanical equipment: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: The building is vacant and no systems 
are active. An oil tank and an oil furnace are located in the basement. Evidence 
of several previous systems remains including 1' diameter metal pipes that cut 
through the stone partition walls in the basement. The first and second floors 
exhibit evidence of three types of heating. Evidence of stove heating is visible in 
marks left from stovepipes. Evidence of a gravity-fed system is visible in the 
floor and wall grille vent covers. Some of the grilles are of a simple grid pattern, 
while others have curvilinear forms. The most recent system in use was the 
baseboard fin radiators that line most of the baseboards throughout the house and 
pipe radiators with metal covers located in the kitchen and bathroom. 

The south side of the house was originally heated with stoves attached to 
chimneys with attached fireplace surrounds. The two south chimney stacks merge 
at the attic level to create a single chimney. The north side of the house was 
heated with stoves that attached to an interior chimney without fireplace 
surrounds. 

b. Lighting: Electric light fixtures throughout the house are predominantly very 
simple, wall-hung, pull-chain fixtures with a socket for a single, incandescent 
bulb. The northeast bedroom is the exception with a push-button wall plate and 
more elaborate fixtures. Overhead fixtures are located in the attic rooms and in 
the northwest room on the first floor and in the southeast bedroom. 

c. Plumbing: The building has indoor plumbing and hot water was supplied by a 
modem hot water heater located in the basement. An early twentieth-century, 
wall-hung sink is located in the upstairs bathroom. It is accompanied by a mid
twentieth century toilet and bathtub. The two toilets on the first floor are of mid
twentieth century design. 

9. Original Furnishings: No original furnishings remain. 

D. SITE 

1. General setting and orientation: The building is oriented to the west to the old Orange 
Turnpike (HAER No. NY-312). The land slopes gently upward from the roadside to 
meet the house. Mature evergreens and maple trees surrounded the building. 
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2. Historic landscape design: A cut-stone retaining wall is located west of the building, 
turning east to meet the north basement elevation. The retaining walls and basement 
appear to be of one construction campaign. Three stone slab steps are located at the 
roadside. 

3. Outbuildings: There are no extant outbuildings associated with this house. 

PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

A. Architectural drawings: No architectural drawings have been located. 

B. Historic views: No historic views have been located. 

C. Interviews: No interviews were undertaken as part of this documentation. 
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The estate is presently being altered to construct a golf course with associated structures and 
single-family housing. The mansion and several of the buildings will be retained and re-used as 
part of the complex. As per a Memorandum of Agreement among the Army Corps of Engineers, 
the New York State Historic Preservation Office, and the developer Great Expectations, and 
accepted by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, those buildings scheduled for 
demolition at this time are being documented. 

Prepared by: Stacy E. Spies, Senior Architectural Historian 
Richard L. Porter, Supervisor/Historian 

Affiliation: The RBA Group, Morristown, New Jersey 
Date: July 1997 
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