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WOODLAWN CEMETERY, FAHNESTOCK MAUSOLEUM
HABS No. NY-6390-A
Woodlawn Cemetery, Webster Ave & 233" Street, Bronx, Bronx County, NY

The coordinates for Woodlawn Cemetery are 73.522131 W and 40.531987 N, and they
were obtained through Google Earth in December 2011 with, it is assumed, NAD 1983.
There is no restriction on the release of the locational data to the public.

Harris C. Fahnestock, the patriarch of a wealthy banking family in New York City,
commissioned this grand mausoleum to be built in 1895 by the well-known Boston-
based firm of Peabody & Stearns. It sits within the grounds of the Woodlawn Cemetery
as a tastefully grand structure, a reminder of the family's power and prestige.

The granite mausoleum is circular in plan, with a domed top, pedimented entry, and
grand staircase. Inside rest 12 bodies of the Fahnestock family, entombed in smooth
white marble. Both interior and exterior belt courses are adorned with fine details,
including egg & dart, Greek key, and beaded motifs, supplemented by floral patterns and
a wreath in the pediment. The interior, reached through a double set of heavy bronze
doors, is further ornamented by a domed Tiffany mosaic and two small Tiffany stained
glass windows.

The mausoleum was designed in 1895 by Peabody & Stearns for Harris Fahnestock and
his large family. Fahnestock was a banker, and his sons were bankers and stock brokers,
contributing to the family's wealth and social prominence in turn-of-the-century New
York. Their weekend home in Lenox, Massachusetts may have familiarized them with
Peabody & Stearns' work, leading to the commission.

The mausoleum is still owned by the Fahnestock family and is maintained by the
Woodlawn Cemetery, where it sits among hundreds of other mausolea of varying size
and style. The latest member of the family was entombed in the 1980s, occupying the
last available space.
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