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Zoar, Ohio

Locetion of Zoar

Zoar is located seven miles north of Dover; ten miles north of
New Philadelphia, the county seat of Tuscarawas County; fiftcen miles south
of Canton, the county seat of Stark County; fifteen miles south of Massillon;
‘and seven miles east of Strasburg.

It is located along the Tuscarawas River, three miles below Fort Laurens
State Park, at Bolivar, and 14 miles norih of Schoenbrunn Memorial State Park,
at Mew Phlladelphla.

The Orizin of the Society

Tt was in the yesr of 1816, a group of people in Wurtemburg pectitioned
the German Govermment to establish a community of their own, but were flatly
‘denied their request. They soon planned to establish a community in the
ew World, where they could worship God as they wished.

: They named themselvecs the "Separatists™, because they separated them-
- selves from their Mother Church and the State. The settlement in the =
Mew World they callced "Zoar",; beecause it is a Biblical neme of a town where
Lot was vermitted to take refuge in his flight from Sodom. Zoar was & city
‘described in Genesis as "a little one” on the shore. of the Dead Sea. The
‘Separatists thought that this name renresentcd the rellg1ous character and
the purpose of thelr colony._ L :

The Settlement

. Zoar was settled in 1817 by a group of about two hundred and twenty-
. five German Sevparatists from Wurtemburg, Baden and Bavaria, who had been im-
prisoned and otherwise versecuted because of their refusal to accent bantism,
. -confirmation and other ordinancés of the State Church. Their belief wes
‘similar to that of the Quekers, and was derived from onc of the same sources--
~ the writings of Jacob Boehme, R

: The group of Separatists, who founded Zoar, chose as their leader,

- Josepn Bimeler, a man of unusual @bility and an able leader. In his name,
“they-purchased a tract of 5,500 acres of - lend in Tuscarawas County, Chio,
j$3_00 per acre. - The fqut log. eabln was erected in Zoar in DeCember, 1817
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ffeach nember receiving about $2,500.00 .in property end cash,
*haveibeen the most successful Communlstlc exnerlmgrt aver conduntad 1q the
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By the svoring of 18£18,other buildings had been erceted and the women and
children were brought to Zoar from FPhiladelnhia, where they had been housed
and fed during the winter by the fGuakers, Their transpertation to Ohio

was vaid with money contributed by English Guakers.

The Wstablishment of a Communistic Society

The Senaratists at first had no ides of forming a Communistic Society.
Thev erxpected to own their vwronerty individually, but having smong them s
certain number of old and feeble people, and many poor who found it difficult -
to earn a living, and to safeguard these, the leaders decided to establish.a
community of goods, The Society of Hevparatists of Zoar or the “Zoar Soelety”,
as it wes commonly called, was organized April 19, 1819. 1In return for their -
work the members received food, clothing and & home. Ho money or other nroverty
was owned individuelly but was in charge of officers elected by the Members,

The Industries of the Zoar Separatists

The Zoerites soom began to build the various kinds of industriel nlants
necessary Tor the success snd develovment of the Society, so they would not.
necd to be derendent uvon the outside world for a living. :

The Zoarites built such factories as a pgrist mill, woolen mill, silk mill,
iron mill, pottery, tannery, brewery, wagon shon, shoe shop, bakery house, tin -
shop, foundry, planing mill, watch shon, weaving shor, and other needed: bulldings.,

One of the rare "oddities" of the Zoar Society was the raising Ofi§i¥k°
worms, which enabled them to produce their own silk. At one time, ‘it ié sgid, -
they produced all the articles reyarded &8 necessities except rice and coffee.-'

The Abolition of the 8001ety in. 1898 _

- The Zoar Society was a 5uccessful organlzation untll 1898 The  Beople
became very disheartened the last few years of the Society because'theyfbeCéﬁé
more familiar with the ways of the outside world, and had a desire to work -
for themselves and own their own nrorverty. Alexander Gunn, a wealthy hennit
encouraged the Zoarites to carry on their Comaunistic 8061ety, but was vig~"
orougly ovnosed by the village: schoolmaster Iev1 Bimeler, (a upscerdant [=3
Joscph Bimeler), nublishing & paper "Nugitna¥, which npant "Anti Gunn", ‘was’ fg-*-:*
also an immediate cause of the abolzflon, whlch he printed in 1895, B

The Commonwealth of the Society was"equally divided among the_membéréﬂf5§\
of the Society by three disinterested persons employed by the Society. At 7
the division of the Society, the property was valuated at %2,500,000.00, with W .
It is said fo
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The Flower Gardsen

Across the street from Bimeler's flome is found the famous "Zoar Flower
Garden”. This is a tract of land in the center of the village, 2nd is one of
the hazuty snotg of Chio. The Garden was laid out exsotly like the New
Jerusalem, as revealed in the twenty-{irst chanter of Revelations. In the
ecenter of the Garden is an Fvergreen Tree, which renresented the Tree of Life.

There are twelve naths leading %o the center of the Gsrden or the Tree
of Life, which reprecent the twelve tribeg of the children of Isrmel. On
the east are three naths; on the north three naths; on the south three patns;
and on the west three paths, with cross patas connecting each path that leads
to the Tree of Life. Arcund the Tree of Life is a path, thet has on the outer.
edge, twelve evergreens equally divided, which represent the Twelve. Apostles
of the Lamb, The Zoarites kept this garden landscaped, trimmed and weedless, -y
On cne ccrner was the village spring, which is still used by the public, the
water of which is piped from & nearby hill. The Garden was surrounded by a
fence, using stone pillars as posts.
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