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The Horse Ranch is located within the Eagle Cap Wilderness Area, Wallowa
Whitman National Forest. The ranch lies in a valley along the Wild and Scenic 
Minam River in Wallowa County. It is approximately nine air miles northeast 
of Cove, Oregon and thirteen air miles southwest of Enterprise, Oregon. SE 114 
of the NE 114 and the NE 114 of the SE 114 of Section 36, Township 2S, Range 
41E, Willamette Meridian. 

Red's Cabin is located on the lower elevation of the site near the Minam River. 
Two paths lead to the Red's cabin. One path runs alongside the split rail fence 
which borders the hay field. The second path leads from the back of the 
kitchen/dining hall past the barbecue, sauna, and smokehouse to the front door 
of Red's cabin. This path is edged by a low rock retaining wall. This retaining 
wall continues along the eastern end of the south elevation of the cabin around 
the comer along the east elevation. 

Significance: Red's cabin is significant as it relates to the ranch complex. It is an integral part 
of the workings of a dude ranch. The large seven room cabin functioned as a 
residence for Red Higgins, owner and proprietor of Red's Horse Ranch, and a 
gathering place for guests. The western rustic style of the building reflects the 
romantic view of the west that was prevalent in the 1940s. Stylistic details are 
carried out throughout the interior details and furnishings of the cabin. 

According to the Determination of Eligibility for the National Register (letter 
dated, May 1, 1996) between the State Historic Preservation Office and the U.S. 
Forest Service, Red's cabin is a contributing building within the Horse Ranch 
complex. 

Description: Interior: Red's Cabin is a rectangular building, measuring 34' N.S. x 49' E.W. 
Corrugated metal roofing covers the gable roof. A granite chimney projects 
from the center of the south elevation. Peeled log purlins form the roof 
structure. The walls of the building are Palisades style log construction; two 
foot high horizontal logs topped with vertical logs and one long horizontal log at 
the roofline. The comers are square notched and the walls are have no daubing. 
The foundation is concrete. 

All the windows are paired three pane wood frames. The windows on the east 
and west elevation are operable casements. The windows on the north and 
south elevations are fixed. Corner windows on three of the four corners are 
separated by a single log, creating a large unimpeded view from inside the 
cabin. All windows nave deep sills. 

South Elevation: The front porch is recessed and the wall of the recessed area is 
granite covered. The random rubble rock chimney projects out from this 
recessed area and is parallel with the cabin walls. A small wood frame window 
is on the recessed wall just east of the chimney. The porch floor is concrete and 
the front door is covered with knotty pine. There are two sets wood frame 
windows on the south elevation, one at each end. The windows are paired three 
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pane fixed wood windows. To the east of the chimney, a concrete path extends 
along the south elevation and around to the east elevation. To the west of the 
front door is a flower bed and a flagstone path which intersects with the path 
which extends along the split rail fence. 

West Elevation: The west wall is comprised of a combination of horizontal and 
vertical logs. Two windows are at either end of the elevation and one is 
centrally located. A second story window is directly above the first floor central 
window. Windows are paired three pane wood framed, the center window on 
the first floor being the smallest. All windows on this elevation are operable 
casements. 

North Elevation: The north elevation, facing the river, has the same wall 
construction as the south elevation. The center of this facade is covered with 
granite similar to the recessed porch on the south elevation. A centrally located 
knotty pine paneled door opens onto a flagstone path. Four windows are on this 
elevation; two at either end and two flanking the door. An interior stone 
chimney projects from the roof just east of the door and window. 

East Elevation: The east elevation has the same wall construction as the west 
elevation. A knotty pine paneled door is just off-center to the south on the first 
floor. A staircase, leading to the second floor, is centrally located. A knotty 
pine paneled door at the top of the stairs leads to upstairs bedrooms. Both doors 
have windows in the upper half. Paired three light casement windows are at the 
north end of the elevation. 

Interior: 
First floor: The interior space of the main floor is comprised of a living room, 
three bedrooms, and two baths. The living room is in the center of the plan 
flanked by two bedrooms and a bath on the west and one master bedroom and a 
bath on the east side. Insulation has been stuffed between the logs on the 
interior. 

The front door opens onto a flight of stairs in the living room. The stairs are 2 
112" thick wood planks set into notched logs. The newel post is chamfered 
decorated with a wavy pattern. The railing is a chamfered wavy cut board. The 
granite fireplace on the front (south) wall occupies most of the wall and has a 
wood plank mantel piece. The mantel is 611 thick, 12" wide and 9' 4" long. 

The ceiling in the living room which is open to the roof, is knotty pine paneled 
with no beams. A mezzanine overlooks the living room about halfway back 
from the front (south) wall. The mezzanine railing has a decorative Union Jack 
pattern. A closet with pine paneled sliding doors is on the east wall of the living 
room (this originally housed a small kitchen unit). Walls separating the living 
room from the bedrooms are made of horizontal logs. The floor is concrete 
covered with linoleum. 

This front portion of the living room contains two western style couches 
complete with vinyl cowhide and wide wood arms, two knotty pine coffee 
tables, and a blanket chest under the stairs. The light fixtures are not original. 
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Another sitting area of the living room is at the north end. Windows look out 
onto the river. A low granite wall with a central opening divides this sitting area 
from the rest of the room. The wall is 2' high and topped with a wide wood 
plank. A wood-burning stove is located on the east wall of this sitting area. It is 
piped into a stone chimney which is flanked by two stone slab seats. Two 
western style vinyl cowhide chairs are at the west end of this area. 

The master bedroom and bath is located in the northeast corner of the building. 
Along the west wall of the bedroom is a granite fireplace with a wood plank 
mantel-piece. The large corner windows are decorated with wavy edged sills 
and boxed wood valance. There are wood curtain rods, but no curtains. All 
doors and walls are knotty pine paneled as is the ceiling. Sliding doors on the 
south wall leads into a large walk-in closet. Inside this closet is a door on the 
east elevation leading to the outside. A special hiding place is located inside 
this closet. It is said this is where Red kept his money. Furniture in the master 
bedroom includes; a knotty pine framed Queen size bed, blanket chest, two 
night stands/chests, and a chest. The walk-in closet contains a chest. 

Another door on the south wall of the bedroom leads to a hall and bathroom. 
Located at the southeast comer of the building, the bathroom has a toilet, sink, 
and tub. The tub has a wavy edged wood cornice. Cabinetry is knotty pine. 

The guest bedrooms are in the west end of the building. A bedroom is located 
in the northwest and southwest comers of the building with a bathroom in the 
center. All walls and ceilings are knotty pine paneled. The front (southwest) 
bedroom has a closet on the east wall. Windows are decorated with boxed 
wood valances. Furniture includes; one double bed, one single bed, two night 
stands/chests, one blanket chest, and a horseshoe lamp. The bathroom has a 
shower, sink, toilet and hot water heater. The back bedroom (northwest comer) 
has a closet on the south wall and boxed wood window valances. Furniture 
includes; one double bed, one single bed, and two night stands/chests. 

Second floor: The second floor plan is comprised of two bedrooms flanking an 
open mezzanine. The second floor balcony or mezzanine floor has linoleum 
over the wood floors. Floors in the two bedrooms are wood plank. Ceilings in 
the two bedrooms are angled and knotty pine paneled. The doors and inside 
walls are knotty pine paneled. The exterior walls of each bedroom are log (east 
and west walls). The west bedroom contains three single beds; one has a peeled 
log frame. There is a closet on the east wall. The east room has a closet on the 
west wall near the door. The east room contains two single beds with wood 
frames, one small chest, and a door on the east wall which leads to the exterior 
stairs. 

Historical Context: 
Built in 1946, Red's cabin is the largest of all the cabins and is the third largest 
building on the site. It functioned as a residence, guest facility, and gathering 
place. It could accommodate as many as six guests on the main floor and many 
more in the large upstairs rooms. Richard Cason, former ranch hand, recalls 
sitting in the living room of Red's cabin when he was young listening to Red 
tell stories. 
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Built in the Palisade style log construction, this method of construction was 
popular in the 1940s. The floor plan of Red's is similar to those shown in 
various plan books of the period. The book, "Bungalows, Camps, and Mountain 
Houses", shows two cross sections similar to the living room of Red's cabin (p. 
110). 

Cason, Richard, 8/12/96, Elgin, Oregon, former wrangler and pilot for Red's 
Horse Ranch, interviewed by Kimberly Lakin. Womack, Bruce, 8/96 and 
10/96, Enterprise, Oregon, Eagle Cap Wilderness Area, Wallowa-Whitman 
National Forest, National Register Determination of Eligibility. Site analysis by 
Kimberly Lakin and Sally Donovan, August 1996. 

Project Information: 
In 1994, the Horse Ranch (Red's Horse Ranch) was acquired for inclusion in the 
National Wilderness System by the USDA Forest Service. As a result of the 
property acquisition, the USDA Forest Service is preparing an Environmental 
Analysis Report and Future Use Determination for the site. This process will 
enable the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest to establish management 
direction and priorities for the property. As part of the environmental analysis, 
a Determination of Eligibility report was completed in the spring of 1996. 

Project Supervisors: Contracting Officer RA. Cunningham, Wallowa-Whitman 
National Forest and Bruce Womack, Contracting Officer's Representative, Eagle 
Cap Wilderness Area, Wallowa-Whitman National Forest. 

Prepared by: Sally Donovan and Kimberly Lakin 
Title: Historic Preservationist/ Architectural Historian 
Affiliation: Donovan/Lakin Joint Venture 
Date: December 1996 
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