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B
DR. GEORGE De BENNEVILLE HOUSE T
. o T
Iocation: . 2=1/4 miles west of Yellow Eouse near Limekilln i

Creak, west of Stete Route 662, Oley Townshilp,
Yellow House Vicinity, Borks County, Pennsylvenie.

Present Quner: Morris Brown, blrdsboro, Pensyivania,
Present Use: Residonce,
Brief Statcmend Buils in 1745, whis was the home of Dr. Do Benneville,

of Significance:;  imporveny in stave and local history, snd the founder
of Universalism in the United 3Staies.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This house was erected in 1745 for Dr, George De Benneville., George
Dz Benneville was born July 26, 1702 in London, the son of French
nobility, He was brought up under the care of gueen fnne, and spoke
no8% Zuropean lsnguages, At the age of 17 he began preaching ito the
Huguenots and was arrestied and condemned to death by Louls XV. Through
the insistence of [ueen Anne he was reprieved, and spent 18 years
preaching in Germany, Holland, and Flanders before emigrating. In
174% De Benneville merricd Esther Bertolet, daughter of Jean Beriolet
also of the Oley Valley and built this house. Ten years later De ~
Benneville moved to Germanbown, and he died in 1793. In 1925 i,
Fokert of Heading remodelled the house and converted vhe original
chapel into a rustic club room called .Jillow Lodge.

References: Croll, Apnais of the Oley Valley (Reading, Peana.: the
feading Wagle Press, 1925), pp. 11%-122.

Lonbtgomery, Morton L., History of Berks County in Painsylvanis (FPhilae-
delphiz: Everts, Peck and Richards, 1886), p. 937.

Nontgomery, Richard S., "Houses of the Oley Valley,” The Dubchman,

Vol. VI, no. 3, (Winter, 1954-1955), pp. 16-26.
EART TI, ARCHITECTUEﬁL INFQEMATTON
The De Benneville House is a large, two~story, stone house with

a one-story porch across the front which was probably added at the time
of one of the remodellings which the house has undergone. Although the

original doors and windows have been replaced by later ones of a different
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. : style, the generous proportions of the house with its large gable
T roof give it the character of the large nineteenth century farm
house of this rsgion. The house is kept in good repsir by the
present. owner, and shows no signs of deterioration.

The walls and foundations are of stone, the exterior having
been stuccoed. The roof is a gable with three large dormers,
The central dormer is crowned by a broken scrkoll pediment, and
may Gate from a later remodeling. The original interior arrange-
ment has undergene change through the remodeling of successive
oWners.

The house faeces southeast and is approached by a very picturespue
country reoad which runs through the front yerd., Across the road is
a spring which flows from the rocky face of a hillside.
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