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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUTLDINGS SURVEY HARS No. PA-1209
JOHN JACCBS HOUSE

{Margaret Hopper Log House)

L9

Location: Intersection of State Route 401 (Conestoza Road) and Spring
Valley Road, Bac*on {East Whiteland Township), Chester Jounty,
Penngylvania {Reference: Map of Chester County by County
Commissicners 1956).

Present Owner: Margarst 3. Hoover, Pacli, Pennsylvania.

Brief Statement This log house, from the late 13th century, was built much later

of Significance:than the average log houses in the area. It is the simplest
form of this type of struciure in the county.

PART 1. HISTORICAL, INFORMATION

A. Physical History

1. Originzl and subsaguent owners: John Jacobs 1758-1771; Thomas Ives
177i-1776; Joseph Bolton 1776-1T77; Sarah Rawle & Samuel Burgz 1777-
1796, Jacob Lapp 1796-1801; John Norris % family 1801-1323, John
Jacobs 1823-1827; Joseph B. Jacobs 1827-1340, Benjamin Jenkins 1840~
1859, Benjamin Coulter % heirs 1359-1906; John 7. Quay 1306-18923:

23 -
Frank Gerrard 1923, S.A. Rittenbhaugh 1923- 192., Caroline Engstrom
1927-1929, James A. Walkeor 1529-19L5S,; Retty A. Burnham 194S5-194&; C.S.
o~ 4 e T T
Staats 1946, Margaret 3. Hopper 1945 to Jate.

2 Date of srection: Urkncun. Procably built late 1dth century oy John
Jacobs, with later 19th and 20th century additions.

3. Architect, builder, supplisrs: Usknown.

4. Criginal plans, construciicn: Nome kncwn. OJvigiszal house was a
simple one-and-a-n2li-story log structure, 13" -&" oy i8', with one
room with a loft.

5. Totes on aiterations and additions: A ore-and-a-talrl-story frame
wing, 1u' =k" By 157, was added to the zouthwest on %
early 19th century. A cne-and-a-half-story Hoard ok :

i i ' T in the early 20th century. This wing was

P
and was .oconverted to a gitchen in hthe mid
t 1o

originalliy 2 pest offic

20th centwry The r2ot of the ““"glha_ g house wa3s later ralsed
TOY A second~SToYy roowm,

Important cld views and raferences

Views Heone Encwn.

Rafarances Scurces oF information To be Tound i1 the Chester CJounty
distorical Zociety, West Trester, Pa. - Clzssilisd printed =znd manusos
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files under tiae heading: Zast Whiteland Township, Lands.

Historical Events Connected with the Struecture: This structure. is a very
simple log houge, ouilt Later than the average log houses in the county.

=

ikely Scurces Not Yet Investigated: HNone known.

=
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T1. ARCHITECTURAL INTORMATION

General Statement

A~
L.

Architectural Character: The original house was a simple one-and-
a-nalf-story structure. There {5 a frame additicn Lo the soula,
nroovably ea“]j 19th century, and a 20th century [ e addition to
the east of ihi

U}

Condition of Fabric: Very zood.

Description of Exterior:

N

i

Over-all dimensions: The original log houss is 19¢ ~&" by 13' and
i35 on®2-and-a-— qalfh:torlﬂs There i3 a cne—and-a-half-story Irame
wing 147 4" my 15", added %S¢ the southwest and a opne~and-a-half-
o s
ox

v Ttoard and batit wing z2dded to the

Wall construction Log with frame additions.
Chimneys Extari store chimney on the north side (not original).
Cpenings:
A. U0 orvays and deors: Dpenings are originel, lcors have bes=n
raplaced. '
b. dindows Cpenings have been widened and changed; windows ars

T e
Roof
-
2 s . - ] RV . | U | -
a Shape, coverin Madium pitch woodap sningl:2 gavle rooris
‘ - . _ - - P S A Al
o, Cornice, =aves Renullt scmewhat in miid 12360'7s



JOEN JACCBS HOUSE
{Margaret Hopper Log House)
HABS Yo. PA-1209 (Page 3)

Degcription of Interior
1. Floor Plans: Original house had one room on the first floor with
a loft above;, later the roof was raised to accomodate a room. The
L9th century southwest addition is cone room now used as a-dining room.
A loft above has been converted to a room. The 20th century southeast
addition was originally a post office, later converted to a kitchen. '
2. Stairways: Rebuilt.
3. Flooring: Original.
L. Wall and ceiling finish: Plaster,
5. Doorways and doors: Mosily replaced.

6. Trim: Not original.

7. Hardware: Some original.

ireplace in first floor of originali house.

1. General setting and orientation: In Tfork of road, house faces east.
2. FEnclosures: Yone.

3. Outbuildings: Spring house and barn. For barn see ETleanor Raymond,
bl

Early Domesiic Architecture of Pennsylilvania, William Heliburn, 1931,
Plates 105 and 152.

4. Walks, driveways: Hone.

5. Landscaping, gardens: Well planted.

Prepared by Bart Anderson-August 1958 - -
Curator, Chester County Historical Socisty .



