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Between Forty Fort and ¥yoming, on wyoming Avenue just
beyond the Stone Tiridge, on a tluff overlccking the little
stream witich runs along the avenue for a few huudred fcet,
is the hcusc, now cwned and occupied by wr. H. &. heillay,
which was btullt in 17¢C by Ccl. Nathar Denisun, the grest,
preat grandiather of ir. Reillay.

nr. HWellley told me many interesting things abvout thie
0ld hcuse and its owners. He sald that the marricge of his
ancestor, Ccl. Denison, to liis. wlizabeth 3ill of Wilkes~
Barre was the first wedding amcng white pecple in this
velley. Iirs. Betsy 8ill, as she was called, lived in &
cavin made of logs ¢r slabs of wood which stood at the
}lace which 1s now ccecupled by the house of wr. F. k. Eirby,
on the corner of Socuth Kiver and Bcuth Streets in wilkes-
Parre.

The Denison Heuse was built before there were any saw
mills in Wyocming Valley, azccerding to wr. Leilley, and so
the planed boards tor the siding and the metal Leaders for
the nouse were brought cover the meuntaling cn bridle paths
from saston. At the toep of the cld .eader under ihe eaves,
is vainted in Tlue figures the dute of its ersctiocn - 17¢0.

The house has two steries and a kigh attic, and ccn-
tains sixteen (16) rooms. There are numercus back build-
ings and a wood shed connected with the main building by a
broad, low archway. Qiere have been some alterations,
some of the vld windows, on the scuth side of {he house,
nave been cut down with French windows cyening on a porch--
the twe bathrooms are mcedern, and the nuge firveplaces have
been tricked up and a furnace installed. Hut kr. Keililay
says ne still uses wireless electricity, which some peocple
call kercgene lamps; but all the 6ld roems cf the original
housge are stili unchanged.

The recm. on the right of the iront deor is panelled
in hand hewn wood from flcor te celling on twe sides, and
tor abiut turee feet from the flecor to ceiling cn two
cppesite sides, except {¢r a place 1n the front cerner be-
tween the windows, which was left unpanelled on purpose,
to accomodate & corner cupboard, which has ncow disappesred,

~but which Hr. Reillay says he remembers very well.

_ The chiimney goes up through the miadle ¢ the house,
one huge stone chimney about tw:slve (Ll2) feet sguare, with

- three flues. The mantels in the rcoms to right and leit

of the entrance are left im place, and are ol giwrle
cclorial style. The orenings are closed.
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The staircase winds Gp in an interesting way from &
so-celled “inner porch," jugt ingide the frcni door.

The original kitchen at the back of the house, oppo-
gite the front door is now used as & dining room and its
huge iire place is bricked ur and parered over, Lut there
it still isg--so large that 1t accomedantes loga ten feet
long. Frricked up in it is stiil the ircn crane with its
rot heokg., Lr. helllay says this is the fiiut swinging
crene installed in a fire place in america, and it was ree-
sorded ag guch an imprevenent cover the c¢id wethed.

The flcer of the olid kitchen was of osk, and the door
whiich ledfrom it intc the back yard was much wider than an
ordinary docr. That was s¢ that a herse cculd come in the
door and drag the heavy logs across the floor to the fire-
ylaucc.

Ivi the rcom racing scuthh is a fireplace, having a
simple nand made wooden mantel ¢f Colonial degign. ‘lhere
are four windows in this recom, two in the ircnt - twe at
the side, The original windcws have twenty-fcur (24)
ranes of glasg., It is in this rocm thatl the gide windows
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Lhave been altered, being cut dewn toc the flcor and cpening:

in the ¥reunch fashion.

The frent decr is panelled and encased In a sguare
trame werk, with a itransom and side lights c¢f glass. The
view thrceugk the old orchiard at the side, and cver the
trook and mesdows in front is stili chaorwing.
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