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_ Xne original aai^e of this lake was Robinson1s Lake or 
Long ponfjj so named i'rom a hunter by the name of ho-inson, 
who it is said had a cabin at the urper end in the early 
days of-1800.  In 1<381, the late Senator diaries B. Bucalew, 
of Blconisburg, suggested to my lather the name of Ganoga, 
an Indian name in the 3eneea Indian language, f:.o-.ning 
"water on the mountain" and so this lake was named.  This 
lake perched at the tor. of the main riage or plate&u of the 
Allegheny fountains is really a large spring, as it has only 
a small spring inlet 60 it. from the u?per end, and is fed 
by underground spring throughout its surface. The  lake is 
about one wile long, lacking 600 to 700 it. and an average 
width of 700 to 800 ft. of covering about 70 acres.  Being 
2268  ft. above tide it is the highest lake east of the Rocky 
LIcuntains and is the source of two streams, the lend Branch 
of kitchen's Creek and by  an underground outlet the begin- 
ning of L'ehQov.any creek. 

In 1811 when the Pennsylvania Legislature created the 
different St.?.te heads, the Berwick and Xowanda Turnpike 
Read was born, but actual building of the road over the 
mountain was not begun until i8££, and-must have been com- 
pleted by 1827, as it is known that the Berwick arid Towanda 
Turnpike Co. began running stages that year.  This road ran 
from Berwick, Pa. to the 80rs mile stone in Bradford County* 
Tue  toll gate ior this part of the road stood at the Watson 
place at the top of the mountain, named ior the first and 
only keeper Watson, described as man 6 it. 4 in. in stature 
and a deserter from the English army during ferry's victory 
on Lake iiirie.  Here he married, reared a family, conducted 
a sins.ll farm and died about l-:.52.  Stages on this turnpike 
ran twice daily* leaving Berwick in the morning and stopping 
at the Long lend Tavern, a log house, stafiaing a few feet 
north of the stone house, ior lunch, and changing horses, 
ior the long eight wile ride ahead called for many years 
road of hell on account of poor construction and very  bad 
country it traverses, where stood Bohr ii ogel * s Hotel, wh-:. re 
the passengers spent the night before proceeding on their 
journey, the stage south leaving Schrifogel(s in the morn- 
ing, lunching at Long Pond and arriving at Berwick in the 
evening. 

This Long Pond Tavern was ior many years the mecca ior 
hunters and fisherman*  Senator Bucalew visited the Long 
pond Tavern and relates: 

"I with a'party of friends fished for trout up the West 
Branch of Wishing Greek and towards evening climbed the 
mo-un.tain at a point (now known as Cliff View) one mile 3.W. 
of the house, and spent the night.  We found here a party 
of fishermen and some Germans then at work on the Lee Road, 



These Germans were part of the colony brought from Philadelphia 
consisting of 50 families and were constructing a road from 
the Turnpike, 1/3 mile M". , known as the Lee Road and ending 
at the Susquehanna River.  lour miles el this road was com- 
pleted at the time, June 1849, and continued three miles fur- 
ther where the first xamily settled and so on to the end, 
about twenty miles.  This is still called the Lee Settlement. 

"At supper that night my party was sea^ed at one end of 
a long table and other iishermen at the other.  During the 
meal, noticing that they were having other fish than trout, 
I had our trout passed to them and they all declined.  Sur- 
prised, I asked them why they declined the trout and was 
told to try some of their fish, bull-heads caught in the 
lake that afternoon.  V/e did and from that moment the trout 
were neglected.  The bull-heads were caught by bobbing--a 
mass of worms tied to the end of a small stick, which placed 
in the water the bull-heads being so plentiful would grab it 
and then be shaken off in the boat.  It is said that in a 
very short time a boat load could be had." 

A few of this German colony, finding the mountain un- 
attractive settled at the foot of the mountain, and cleared 
the farms mw known as Preedly, Y/ickam, Adam Kale, etc. 

Ky grandfather, Elijah Green Ricketts, of Crangeville, 
and his brother Clerael Ricketts, of Roarsburg, la., 
Columbia Co., were very fond of hunting and fishing and for 
many years had gone to Schrifogelrs Hotel in the Spring and 
Fall ior this purpose.  In the Pall of 1850 they went there 
as usual and found the hotel full and had to be accomodated 
by having mattresses placed in the so-called parlour on the 
iloor where they spent a very unpleasant night.  Cn their 
journey home from this trip they decided that they should 
have a fishing and shooting lodge of their own, and being 
very much taken with the site around Long pond, purchased 
during the following winter 5,000 acres, on which they began 
construction of the stone house in 1851 and completed in 
1852.  This was known for years as the hicketts Folly, for 
the reason that no one of those days would understand why 
anyone would construct a stone house in such a wilderness. 
Clemel Ricketts was a great lover of Colonial Architecture 
and was the author of book published in the early forties, 
"Ricketts Hotes on Travel", in which he tried to show every- 
thing concerning the origin of our Colonial Architecture 
that came from England or the Continent.  So the stone house 
was built on Colonial lines.  The walls are entirely con- 
structed of blocks of field sandstone about 17 inches square 
of various thickness, the building is !,

XJ" shaped, main part 
being 60 x 38 it., with a 40 x 26 ft. addition to the rooms 
on the right side.  First floor is divided by a hall 32 x 11 
ft., two rooms on the left and two on the right 16 x 22.6 
each and th.e addition had two rooms, the second floor being 



cut up into "bed-rooms.  This "building finished in the Summer 
of 1852, was opened as a tavern and continued so through 
all the year. 

Soon after the return of my lather Colonel Robert Bruce 
Ricketts, from the Civil War, he purchased from his father 
and uncle their interests, stone house and the 5,000 acres 
and "began "buying additional warrants until in 1873 he had 
outright or controlled 66,000 acres (about 100 sq. miles). 
In 1872 he entered into partnership with Kr. V/illiam Curtain 
of Philadelphia and Col. V/ilson of Trenton, and started a 
lumber business.; the mill being situated about one-half 
mile S-S. of the house.  Prom this mill came most of the 
lumber used in building an addition to the hotel begun also 
in 1872, a three story building, built on the lines of a 
child's Noah's ark with a shed roof forming a dark garret 
on the fourth floor lighted only by a small window at each 
end.  With the exception oi a lobby, billard-room, double 
parlor and storage room, the entire building was given up 
tc bed-rooms. 

In the summer of 1873 this was opened as the Berth 
Mountain House catering to both summer and winter guests, 
and continued for thirty years or until November, 1903, when 
it was closed and became the summer residence of the Ricketts 
iamily*  During these thirty years, I think it was quite 
unique for it catered to the relations and friends of Col. 
Ricketts and they with their families would come as soon as 
school was over in June and remain until September first, 
when school opened again, and it was like one big family. 
Most of the patrons came from Wilkes-Barre, but it enter- 
tained many other people from Philadelphia, New York, 
Scranton, Harrisfcurg, Wiillamsport besides many ether places. 

In 1893 the Lehigh Valley Railroad built a branch of 
the Bowmans Creek Branch from Ricketts to the upper end of 
Ganoga Lake, four miles,'and beginning on Sunday tenth, 1893, 
we had a daily train in each direction, morning to Wilkes- 
Earre, evening to Towanda.  These trains continued to run 
for ten years or until we closed the hotel in 1903. 

In the Summer of 1876 there was opened a Summer School 
ior boys conducted by Dr. John W. Rotherock of Wilkes-Barre 
(later head of Pennsylvania forestry), Dr. Howard Kelley of 
Philadelphia (later head of John Hopkins), Dr. Lewis H. 
Taylor of Wilkes-Barre (Physician), and ISugene C* Pranck of 
Wilkes-Barre (Artist). This was the first Summer School 
for boys or girls ever held, either in this country or 
abroad*   The iirst year there were 26 scholars, 1 believe, 
The school was a great success and continued for two months. 
It consisted of two small one story houses and a tent 
colony for the boys and some of their masters, also there 
was a dining tent.  In 1877 it was continued by the same 
heads but without Dr. Rotherock.  There were 19 scholars the 
second year.  This was located in the field S.E. of the 
house.  Regular school work was conducted with drawing or 
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painting looked after by Mr, Franck.  Also, they had 
acquatic spirts, having a camp landing on the shore of the 
lake, with boats for fishing or rowing and a raft with 
aiving board for swimming.  And from this small beginning 
has grown the great Summer Schools of today. 

In 1897 the frame house was torn down and the debris 
removed tc make way for the landscape garden we have at 
north of the house.  In 1913, lix. Henry Atherton of Vilkes- 
Earre Was asked to prepare plans to renovate the stone 
house and during that summer and lall this was carried out 
with an addition to the north side built. 

Another item oi history was the n'Wheeler & Wilson" Oil 
Speculation.  During the suimner cf 1865, a man named Hadley 
salted the springs with oil balls so it would appear on the 
surface and got the Wheeler & Wilson Sewing Machine people 
interested.  They furnished the money and during 1665 and 
1866 put down two drill holes, (l) at the old Dodson Mill 
(now Lake Hose) 2100 ft, deep and (2) on the Farm 1900 ft. 
deep.  It is said that "wheeler & Wilson spent about 
4; 40,000.00.  Hadley escaped to Canada and was never caught. 

The Trexler & Turrell Lumber Co. began operations by 
building a mill and creating the town of Ricketts, four 
miles H".S. of the stone house, in 1890, the Lehigh Valley 
B. R. extending its line from Lopez f or this purpose.  This 

jA       i.iill had a capacity of 75,000 ft. per day and contained a 
■^r       circular, band and gang saw and was undoubtedly the largest 

in this part of the country.  The lumber operations con- 
tinued for twenty-three years, or to 1913.  They .manufactured 
neu'dock, spruce, maple, birch, cherry and beech lumber for 
all purposes.  The spruce was considered one of the finest 
varieties ever sawed in this country. 

The town of Ricketts founded in 1890, of course, died 
when the mill operations ceased in 1915 and existed about 24 
j'ears.  At its height it had about 800 inhabitants.  Also 
they harvested 100 acres of original pine forest that 
Dr. John W. Rotherock claimed was the finest pine standing in 
Pennsylvania. 

In the 1820's a man by the name of Sielar settled on 
the mountain and built a small mill on the site cf Lake 
Leigh (Concrete Dam) and turned out cherry bedsteads.  And 
in 1842 a man named Dodson also built a mill to turn out 
cherry bedsteads on the site of the Rose Lake dam.  Both of 
these were squatters and stole the timber.  These bedsteads 
were sold in Philadelphia and were verv much in demand at 
the time. 

The discovery of the falls on Kitchen's Creek and its 
,^te.      branches was made by a man and his son about 1865, when they 
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xished dcwn the Pond Branch s,nd reported what a hard trip 
they  had had. getting artund falls on the stream.  The Lakes 
heigh, Jean and hose were created during 1905 to 1907 for 
Jxectric Fewer purposes, "but the depression of 1907 and the 
",."orld Y/ar killed the pi eject and saved this stream for pos- 
terity. 
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