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Present 

i\.OSG MEt'10I\.I/\.L LIBk.:Al-<.Y GUILDlL~G 

(CLARIGU FREE LIURARY) l~BS ~o. PA-5353 

Main Street (Between 6th and 7th Avenue), 1 oile 
North of Interstate 80 - ~xit 9, Clarion County, 
Clarion, Pennsylvania 

USGS Clarion Quadrangle Universal Transverse 
Mercator Coordinates: 17.635620.4563500 

Owner: Clarion Gorou~n 

Present 

5 25 iJood Street 
Clarion, Pennsylvania 

occupant: Clarion Free Library 

Significance: Excellent example of Carnegiesque influence in 
civic architecture of the period. Small stone 
building with flat roof and pedimented portico. 
rn1e roof edge is balustraded and the pediment 
features an open book motif framed by leafy vines. 
The pedin~nt is supported by Doric columns and the 
doorway has a bracketed cornice with dentils and a 
transom. Stone laid in even courses, projecting 
in foundation. Rear addition: Ross Auditorium. 
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PAH.T I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Physical History: 

,. 

1. Date of erection: 1929-1930 

2. Architect: Emmett E. Bailey (Clarion Democrat, July 4, 
1929, xerox copy in Clarion Free Library Collection) 
Bailey was born in Tully Valley, New York, in 1872. 
During his career as an architect, Mr. Bailey became 
well known throughout this section and designed many 
familiar buildings, including the Oil City Hospital, Oil 
City, Pennsylvania, the second Presbyterian church, Oil 
City, Pennsylvania, the First Baptist church, Oil City, 
Pennsylvania and the courthouse at Brookville, Pennsyl­
vania. Mr. Bailey died in 1942 (Derrick, May 6, 1942, 
xerox copy in Clarion Free Library Collection, Clarion, 
Pennsylvania) 

3. Original and subsequent owners: Clarion Borough 

4. 

1929 Deed June 28, 1929, recorded in Clarion County 
L & A Book, Volume 47, page 4. Clarion County Court 
House, Clarion, Pennsylvania. 

Builder, contractor, suppliers: 

a. Contractor: L. o. Bouquin & Co., Oil City, Pennsyl­
vania (Clarion Democrat, December 12, 1929, xerox 
copy in Clarion Free Library Collection, Clarion, 
Pennsylvania) 

b. Builders, suppliers: Not known. 

5. Original plans and construction: Original drawings 
included in photographic documentation. originals are 
housed in Clarion Free Library Collection, Clarion, 
Pennsylvania. Structure has never been altered. Only 
revision noted on original drawings indicates emergency 
lighting system installed May 5, 1978. Cost of building 
was $70,000 (Clarion Democrat, September 19, 1929, 
xerox copy in Clarion Free Library Collection. Clarion, 
Pennsylvania). 

6. Alterations and additions: Front library roof was 
replaced in 1985. As noted above, only addition was 
emergency lightiny system May 5, 1978. 
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In 1910, a group of "public spirited" citizens organized to 
form a free library. Not until 1914 did the Woman's Club 
become interested and decided to sponsor the library as a 
project and on March 19, 1914, the Clarion Free Library 
Association was formed. The first library was house<l in a 
vacant gymnasium owned by Judge Harry R. Wilson located on 
the northwest corner of wood Street and Fourth Avenue. It 
opened in June of 1914. Miss Emma Henry served as librarian. 
In 1918, the library moved into the Judge Campbell residence 
on Main Street owned by the Clarion Corranunity Association 
(the present location). The property was sold to the Ross 
estate in 1929. 

John D. Ross, while visiting Clarion, became aware of the 
community's need for a library. Upon his return to his 
business in Denver, Colorado, he decided to leave the bulk 
of his estate to build one, provided the borough would take 
over the maintenance of the building and the lot after the 
building was completed. He appointed his brother, Dr. Charles 
c. Ross, trustee of his estate and requested that the building 
be a memorial to his mother, Mary A. Ross. 

John Ross died in 1920, but because his brother did not 
comply with the terms of the will, construction did not begin 
until 1929. The citizens of Clarion fought two legal battles 
on behalf of the library. The cornerstone was laid in December, 
1929. The approximate cost of the project was $70,000. The 
library had several temporary residences before moving finally 
into the first floor of the new building in 1931 and Miss 
Caroline Hill was the first "regular librarian". 

In 1934, the library closed because of lack of funds and did 
not reopen until June, 1936. From then, until 1941, volunteers 
supervised the daily operation of the library. In 1938 the 
library moved to the basement rooms to allow the upper floor 
to be rented. This temporary move turned into a lengthy 
stay. Funding continued to be a problem and finally the 
Civic Club persuaded Borough Council to levy a two mill tax 
for the library. The funding problem improved also with the 
iniation of County and State funds that matched locally 
raised money. The library moved upstairs in June, 1962, and 
by 1966, it was necessary to move the Children's Department 
into one of the downstairs rooms. 

(continued) 
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B. Historical Context: (continued) 

,,. 

Changes in the physical layout have been nonexistent since 
the 1960's but for one exception. In 1970, the library was 
designated the District Center for the Clarion District 
Library Association by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. 
since 1976, after renovating a downstairs room, the library 
has housed the office of the Consultant Librarian and serves 
as the primary reference and information source for fourteen 
public libraries in Clarion, Jefferson and Venango Counties 
and the City of DuBois, Pennsylvania. 

In 1977, the Clarion County Commissioners designated the 
Clarion Free Library as the County Library for the Clarion 
County Library System and present Head Librarian, Jacqueline 
Baker, as the County Librarian. Today the library is a vital 
part of the corranunity as growth has been steady and sure, 
bringing much promise for the future. (Information taken 
from an unpublished account of the "History of the Public 
Library of Clarion, Pennsylvania", n.d., in the Clarion Free 
Library Collection) 

·: .. 



PART 11. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A. Genvr.al. S:ta.teme.n.t: 

ROSS MEMORIAL LIBRARY BLJILVING 
( Clivri.on FJtee U.blr..cvr.yl 
HABS No. PA-5353 (Pa.ge 5) 

1 • M.c.hUe.dwla.i. c.hcvr.a.c:teJt: The. UbJr.alr.y 1AXr.6 bu.llt ·ht 19 2 9 .ln. :the 
m Ottume.n..tal .6tyle o 6 ma.ny Ca.tr.neg.le. Ublr.aJUu bu.llt du.!Wtg 
tha.:t vr.a.. It .l-6 4 yrrrnebri.c.al. .ln plan a.nd -lU c.la.6.6.lc.al. 
6a.c.a.de 6a.c.u boldly on:to the ma.Ur. .6t:lr.eet. 06 ClaJr..lon. 

2. CondU:.<.on 06 6a.bJt.lc.: The. .UbJtaJr.y buil.CUng .l-6 6a.c.e.d .ln .6a.nd.6tone. 
.lrr. good c.onclltlon except 6oJt the ma..ln en.tll.anc.e. .6tep6 wklc.h 
cvr.e detvU..01ta.:ted a.nd ha.za.tr.dou..6. The. Au.dUoJt.lwn w.lng .l-6 
bM.c.k a.nd ht poolt c.onciUi..on. The. pltuiteJt .ln.teJt.loltli o 0 bo.th 
Ub1tcvr.y a.nd AudUotr.iwn ha.ve. be.en da.ma.ge.d by wa..teJt 6Jtom Jtoo6 
lea.Jui • The. Ublr..a.Jty ILO 06 Wa.6 Jte.p.f.a.c.e.d ,.ln 19 8 5 b<Lt the. AudUoJt.lum 
Jr.oo 6 Jtema.lrr.-6 i.n ba.d. c.onc:Llti.on. 

B • Ve..6 c.tU.p.ti..o n o 6 E x.teJt.loJt: 

1. Ovvr.a.U cU.me.n.6.lon.6: The: UbJtcvr.y Buil.c:Li.ng .l-6 .two idoJt.lu a.n.d 
38'-8"-x.65'-8" ht pl.an.. ·The Auc:Li..toJrl.wn Whtg .l-6 ·a. .6.lng.f.e 
h1..teJLme.cU.a.:te l.e.ve.f. ~ gJta.de. a.nd me.a.6Ulle..6 47'-4"-x.71'-11". 
TheJte. .l-6 no ba..6 eme.n.t. . 

' 

2. Founda.tlon.6: PoUlle.d c.onCJte..te 06 .6.lzu a.6 .lncli.c.a.:ted on c/Jtaw.l.ng..6. 

3. Wa.U.6: UbJtaJr.y wal.l.6 .cvr.e 13" 06 .6a.nd.6.tone a.nd W.e; AudUolt1.um 
wal.l.6 cvr.e 13". 06 buQ'6 bJt.lc.k a.nd t.Ue. The. ex:teJt.loJr. IOOi.l6 .ln 
bo:th. a.JLe.a.6 ha.ve. a. pltui.teJt .ln.tVLi.01t fi.ln.l.6h. 

4. St:Jw.c.twr.al. .6 y.6tem 6Jta.m.i.ng: The ex.te.AioJt IOOi.l6 a.n.d .6ome .ln:teJLi.Olr .. 
wa.ll.6 a.Ile .f.oa.d-bea.Jr..lrr.g t.Ue. The uppeJt .t.e.ve.f. 6loo1r. .l-6 a. 
c.onc.Jr.e.te .6l.a.b .6uppoJr..te.d by .6.te.e.l j o.l.6:t6, a.nd .the. Jr.oo 6 .l.6 
gyp.sum .6l.a.b.6 .6uppoJr..te.d by .6te.e.l be.a.m.6 oJr. t:lr.u.6..6e..6. 

5. Po.!Ltlc.o: The ent:Jr.a.n.c.e. po.lftic.o 6a.c..lng ma..ln .6.tlleet. · ha..6 a. .6a.n.d.6tone. 
6.looJr. a.nd .6.tone. .6.tep.6 lea.cU.ng to U. The wa.U..6 a.l.60 a.Ile 06 
.6tone a.nd :the ma..i..n 6a.c.a.de .l.6 topped by a. .6.tone. pe.cU.me.n.t w.lth. 
c.cvr.v e.d 01r.name.n.ta.t<.o n ~ • 

·6 •. Ch.lnme.y.6.: The.Ile. u on~ bu66 bJt.lc.k ma..6oM.y c..hi.mne.y loc.ate(l a.t 
the. hiteir.6 e.c.tlon · 0:6 :the UbJtcvr.y a.nd AucU.tolt1.um ne.aJr. the 
Ea..6.t Ele.va.tlon • 

. 7. Ope.nbtg.6 : 
a. VoolUAJ<l.y..6 a.n.d dooltli: Sol.id wood. e.xt.Vr.i..01t doolt.6 and Ca..6.lng.6 

Me U.6ed. Voolt.6 a1te. typ.lc..all.Jj p<Wr..li wl:th a .g.l.a..6.6 .:tJta.n.6om oveJt. 
Many doolr..6 have th.e oldghtal. b.1tonze. halldwaJr.e wh-lc.h emplolJ.6 a. 
.6-lmpl.e. c.ol.onl..a.t.. knob and p.ea.te.. · 
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b. W.i.ndow.6: Wood double hung wi.n.dow.6 a1te employed .tlvr..ou.ghou.t. 
Uppell Level U~y and. Au.cU:toJr.i.um a.Ile ;two oveJr. :tlvr..ee Ught 
.6a.tih; Lowell Level UbJta.Jty a/te one oveJr. one Ught .6a.6h. The 
PoJtt.i..c.o w.i..ndotAS ha.ve. bJr.onze gJrillu. 

8. Rao 6: 
a.. Sha.pe, c.oveJL.lng: 'A .6.i.oped a.tiphaU: .6hi.ngled Jr.006 a.lU.gned to 

the .6topu 06 the pecli.men:t c.ovell.6 :the c.en:te.Jr. .tfU.Jr.d 06 :the 
UbJr.a.Jr.y wh.U.e :the 6l.a:t 1too6e.d .6.i.de a.Jr.ea.6 a.Jr.e c.ove.Jr.ed by a. 
1tu.bbeJr. mernb1tane. The Au.d..i;toJfi..um ha.ti a. 6la.:t. bu.U:t up Jr.006. 

b. Coltn.i.c.e., ea.vu: Cut .6.tone .tM.m6 the edgu 06 aU Jr.Oofi,6 and 
:top.6 .the. ptVul.pe.U .6UNt.oundlng :the 6la.:t Jr.006 a.Jr.ea.ti. The. 
UbJta.Jty 6.ta.:t 1t.006.6 ha.ve. ·4:tone. pa.Jta.pe.t.6 on ;two .6.ldu wl:th 
open ba.ilu..6:tell.6 -ln :the c.e.n:tvr. :thi.Jr.d 06 e.a.c.h. A blt.lc.k pa.Jr.a.­
pe.:t .6UNt.ou.nd.6 :the Au.cU:tolt-lu.m 11.00 6. 

c.. Vo1t.mell.6, cupola.ti, .towell.6: none. 

1. Fi.0011. pla.n.6: (.6ee photogJr.a.phi.c. c.opJ..u ;06 cVt.ru.uing.6) 
a. UbJr.a.Jr.y - Lowell. Level: To.Ue.U 11.oom.6, CkU.dJterr..6 Ubluvr.y 

( olt..i.g-lna.Uy Commlttee Room I, Vhi:tlt..<.c.t Se!t.v.lc.u ( o!t..i.g.lna.U.y 
K..Uc.he.nl, and Boll.ell Room 6lank. a. c.en:te11. Hall wfU.c.k c.onnec..t.6 
.to :the. ou.tAide and the UppeJt Level (by a. .6.tai.Jr.) a.:t. one end and 
.to .the Au.dU:.oJLium a..t .the o.theJr.. 

b. Au.dU:.o.!Uum - ·!n:teJr.medla;te level: One la.!t.ge.· .ipa.c.e. w.ltk a.c.c.u..s 
a.:t. one end 61t.om :the Lowe.It. Le.vet 06 :the Ub.lla.Jr.y and 6Jr.Om the. 
ou.Uide., the ·-o.the.Jt end te.Jtmi.na.:t.u with a. Jr.ILl6 ed p.e.a.:t601t.m (.stage l . 
A .6 pa.c.e. -ln the. UbJr.a.Jr.y Lowe.It. Level oll.<.g-lnaUy a Wo1t.k.lt.oom Wa.ti 
a.Ue.1t.e.d ( 6l.oo.1r. Jr.a...i.6edl 601t a. Ute.hen :to .6eJr.ve :the. Aw:Uto'Li..um. 

c.. UbJta.1t.y - Uppe!t. Level: Tw hi :the ma.-ln UbJt.a.Jr.y FlooJt and 
c.on.6.i..6:t.6 06 a. c.e.nbt.a.l a.11.ea. c.on..ta-ln.<.ng the vu.:Ubu.le en.t'La.nc.e, 
:thJr.e.e. o 6 6ic.u, a. .tolle:t 11.oom, a. .6ta.i.Jr. t:.o t:.he. loWeJr. level, and t:.he. 
UbJr.a.Jr.y Ci.Jr.c.ula.:Uon duk and dltipl.liy a.Jr.ea.. Two la.!t.ge Jtoom.6 
c.on..t.a.bL<.ng boolu..tac.fi.6 and .6e.a.:Ung 6la.nk .the c.enbla.t .space.. 

2 • SW/u.oo.y.6 : A .6.tee.t· 4:tai./uAJa.y tAJUh c.eJta.mJ..c. :U.te. J:Jr.ea.d.6, .6.tee.t 
ba.llu.&:tell.6, and wood ha.h~ c.onne.c.:t.6 the Uppe!t. and Lowe.It. 
Le.vd.6 o 6 :the Ubluvr.y at:. t:.he. 6Jr.On:t 06 the bu.ll.d.<.ng. 

3. F.tooJri.ng: Uno.te.u.m and 1t.uilie.n:t :til.e. a1r.e l.L6ed 6oJr. mo.6.t 06 .the 
6looJt aJr.e.a..6. CeJtanl.lc. tile ( e.a.Jr..thtone. c.olo1L6) .l.6 u.&e.d on :the 
6looJr. o 6 :the. Lowe.It. .• Level.· Hali. and -ln .t.he ToUe.t Rao~. 

4. Wall and c.e,W.n.g ·6.lrLl..6h: Smooth pla..6.t.eJt 6i..n.<..6h .l.6 cl.6ed .t.M.ou.ghou.t 
exc.ep:t t:.ha.:t To.Ue:t Room.6 employ a ~c. tile ~c.o.t. 

5 • . Openi..ng.6 : 
a.. VooJUAJalj.6 a.nd doo/L6: Fll.L6h wood doo/L6 with wood c.Q.6,lng.6 a.Jr.e 

ex.l.6.t.i.n.g t:.hlt.ou.ghou.t:.. Halldwalr.e. .l.6 bJtonze.. Tlvr..ee la.1t.ge 
ope.n.i.ng.6 (4'-8"w x 10'-0"h, whlc.h may ha.ve oJL.<.g,LnaUy c.on:ta..i.ned 
gi.li.6.6 dooM) .connect .t.he. c.e.nbla.t .6pa.c.e 06 .the uppeJr. level :to 
:the. laJr.ge. .6ide. lt.OOm.6. 
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b. W.i.ndo~: LaJLge. double. hung w.i.ndo~ plr..ov.lde. na.twtai. Ugk:t. 
T!r.A.m6 a.Jte. pa...lnte.d:~ whl;te. a.nd ma.tc.h .tJU.m o 6 doo1r. c.tU.lng4. 

6. Ve.c.o!ULti.ve necU:ulte,.~ and .t!Um: Pl.Mtvr. c.011.n.i.c.e. molcli.ng.6 aJLe. 
empl.01jed a.;t :the. UXJ.ll./c.Ui..lng .i.n-t:Vt.6e.c.t.i.on4 06 :the. ma.ln 
-~pac.u. The. Aw:U;toll.1.wn ha.6 pi.tU;tvr. p.lla.6.t.elr..4 w.Uh 01r.r1.ame.nte.d 
c.a.pUa.lo .6pa.c.e.d e.ve.n!y on e.a.c.h 06 :the. 6oWL wa.U.6. The. 
c.a.pUa.l..6 a.ppe.IVL :to .6uppolr.:t a plM:tvr. 611.1.e.ze. a.nd c.olr.rl..i.c.e. 
(2'-3"hl aJr..ound :the peJLime.tvr. 06 the Jtoom. 

7. HaJLdwaJLe.: The. fuvr.dwa/Le. i..6 blr.onze. and 011.cli.naJLy. 

8. Mecha.ni.c.a! e.qui.pme.Yt:t: 
a.. H e.a.t..i.ng , aJ.Jr. co nc:U:Uo rU.ng, v en:t.Ua.t.i.o n : The. bu.U.c:Ung i..6 

he.a.-te.d by .6:te.a.m 61Lom a. ga..6 6-Vr.e.d bo.U.eJt loc.a.:te.d bi Bo-Ue.JL 
Room ( .6 e.e c:IJr.aLuUtg.6 J • Olr.i..gi..nall.y :the bo.U.e.IL pllo ba.bly IAXt6 
c.oa.l. 6bt.e.d. Hea.;t i..6 .tltan.6m.ltte.d thJtough 1U1.di.a.to!L4 loc.a.te.d 
unde.IL e.a.c.h wi.ndow. The. 1r..a.d1..a:to1Ui .ln the Au.clltoJLlum aJLe. 
buil:t i..n:to :the iooil.6. No e.x.ha.U..s:t OIL aJ.Jr. c.onc:U:Uoni..ng .6lj.6:te.m6 
e.x..<At. 

b. Ughti.rr.g: Mo.6t 06 the. o1Ug.lna.l. ll.gliu ha.ve. be.en Jr..e.pla.c.e.d 
The. oJU.g.lna! Ug hJA we.1r..e plr..o ba.bly .lnc.andu c.e.nt pe.nda.n:IA • 
The.br. 1r..epta.c.emerr.-t.6 aJLe 6l.u.01r..e..6 cent pe.nc:lant6. A pendant a.nd 
.:two wall lamp.6 a:t the. En.t.'tanc.e Polt.tlc.o .6:ti.U e.'UA.t:.. An 
e.muge.nc.y Ught.lng .6lj.6:tem Wa.4 a.dde.d 11.e.c.e.ntly. 

c.. Pl.u.mb-i.ng: Two olr...lg.lna.l. Toilet Room.6 e.a.c.h wU;h .two t.00.:te.Jr.. 
clo.6 e.t6 and .two l.a.v.6 a.JLe. loc.a.:te.d on :the. !owe.Jr.. level. The 
olli..gi..na! 1t.oo 6 dJr.a.i.n.6 w.Uh Jr..aht wa.:te.JL c.onduc.:to/Ui bu.il.:t i..n:to 
waU..6 a.nd 6loo1r.. dlr.a..i..rr..6 aJr..e. loc.a:te.d a.;t vaJL.i.oLJ.4 po.lrr.:t.6 aJLound 
the. bu.U.c:Ung. 

v. sue.: 

· 1. Gene.Jr..a! Se.tthr.g a.nd oiti.e.nta..ti.on: 
The. UbJtaJLy Bu.U.c:Ung 6a.c.e...s nollth .toWaJLd Ma..ln S:t:Jr.e.e.t, wkU.e. 
:the. Aud,i;tolti.um w..ing p.ILoje.c.:t.6 :to :the .6outh :towaJt.d Me.Jr.le Roa.d. 
The. .t>Ue. i..6 6la:t ha.vi..ng only a. dlr.op 06 :thJtee 6ee:t (bl 180' l 
nJLom 61r.ont to ba.c.k. It i..6 a.l.40 open w.Uh no a.tto.c.hed 
a.dja.c.en:t bu-Uc:Ung.6 wh1.c.h mi..gh:t be. e.x.pe.c:te.d bi the .4ma.U 
town .6e.tthr.g. A 'Po.6t 066-i.c.e. bu.U.c:Ung (one. .6:to1r.yJ i..6 loc.a:te.d 
30 0e.e.t to the wut. and a. hvr.ge. blr...lc.k hoLJ.4e. ( 2 4:toJLlu J .l6 
30 6e.e.:t to the. e.tU:t. 

2. H-i.4:toJLlc. la.n<Uc.a.pe. de...slgn: 
The. .6.lde.wal.k . du.lgn .l6 .6ymme.t1Li.c.al. wlih a. .6-lngle. c.e.n:te.11. 
e.n.t.ta.nc.e. walk wh..lc.h blUJ.nc.he...s oat a:t the. e.n.Otanc.e. .4.t.ep.s .ln:to 
.two .6-i.dewa!k4 wh1.c.h e.x.:te.n<U .6ymme.:tJr.i.ca.Uy aJtound e.a.c.h .4.i.de. 06 
the. bu.U.c:Ung :to the. ba.c.k. · 

The. l.a.n<U cape. br.e.a.tme.n:IA c.on6i..6Ung mo.6:tl.lJ 06 .4/vu..1.b.6 planted 
clo..6 e. to :the. bu.uc:Ung, a.ppe.alr..6 .6omewha.:t ha.pha.ztVLd. 

3. Ou.tbu.Uc:Llng.6: None.. 



PART III. SOURCES OF I~FO.Rr1ATION 

A. Architectural drawings: 

1. Date: 1929 
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2. Location: Copies are included in photographic documentation. 
Originals are housed in Clarion Free Library Collection, 
Clarion, Pennsylvania. 

B. Historic Views: No photographs found. Only information 
found was picture in Clarion Democrat, July 4, 1929. See 
Supplemental Material Page 10 i,n this document. Library 
records were checked as well as local Historical Society. Ad 
was also placed in the local newspapers for information. 

c. Interviews: No records found. Library records were checked 
as well as local Historical Society. Ad was also placed in 
the local newspapers for information. 
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E. Likely sources not yet investigated: None. 

F· Supplemental material: See Pages 9 and 10. Xerox and micro­
film copies housed in Clarion Free Library Collection, Clarion, 
Pennsylvania. 

PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION 

The Clarion Free Library renovation and expansion project will be 
made possible because of a $400,000 matching LSCA Title II Grant. 
The major chance and addition will take place at the rear of the 
building. Only the auditorium portion of the building will be 
demolished. A two level addition will replace this portion. 

The addition will respect the architectural integrity of the 
existing classic structure which will remain exactly the same as 
pictured and will continue to be called the Ross Memorial Building. 

Prepared by: 
Title: 
Affiliation: 
Date: 

Prepared by: 
Title: 
Affiliation: 
Date: 

John Evans 
Reg. Architect 
E/S Architects 
July, 1986 

Joanne Vavrek 
Clarion Free Library Board 
President 
July, 1986 
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