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Washington County Old Men's Home, Administration Building 

Location: 

Significance: 

Description: 

2198 North Main Street 
Arden Vicinity 

Washington County 
Pennsylvania 

HABS No. PA - 5585-B 

U.S.G.S. Washington West Quadrangle, Pennsylvania 
Universal Transverse Mercator Coordinates 
17.563519.4450957 

Located on the same parcel as Main Building (HASS No. 
PA-5585-A), a contributing structure and an example of 
simple Utilitarian style of architecture that characterized the 
architecture of institutional use structures of that period. 
This structure was completed as part of a major renovation 
project to the Main Building in 1922. It was used as 
administrative offices in support of the Washington County 
Old Men's Home until 1976. 

The building faces the Main Building on the west side and 
has a north-south axis. It is rectangular in shape, free 
standing, two stories in height with a partially raised 
foundation. The building is ten bays in length and three 
bays in width. The roof is hipped construction and covered 
with asphalt shingles. 

The outside face is wire cut brick. There is a 12" wide belt 
course which horizontally divides the raised foundation 
from the first floor. Bands of projecting brick provide a 
"rusticated" appearance to the lower portion below the belt 
course~ There are large inset brick panels at each corner of 
the north and south ends of the structure. The window sills 
on the first and second floors are cut limestone with tapered 
drainage slopes. The lintels are a 1-1/2 brick soldier 
course. There is a stepped down limestone surround, 16" 
wide, around the two entrance doors located on the eastern 
facade. 

The windows are steel casement, 4 lites high and 3 lites 
wide with awning sash in the center, every other lite. The 
foundation windows have heavy steel gratings that project 
out and are rounded at the corners. The main entrance 
door is flush steel that is not original. 
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The structure has poured in place concrete floors with 
round steel columns. There are two concrete exit stains 
with metal railings and molded wood top rail. The interior 
partitions are structural clay tile and wood studs covered 
painted plaster. There is a simple wood casing around the 
door openings. The doors are one panel wood with 
vaneered plywood centers, stained and varnished. The 
floors are covered with asphalt tile with a matching base, 
rolled up the wall. 

The heating system is steam heat with large cast iron 
radiators. 

History: The building was constructed in 1929. The architectural 
firm was J. Merwin Beall and Son. The contractor was R.M. 
Day. 

It was built as an administration building after the major 
renovation work was completed on the Main Building in 
1922. It was in constant use as county related agency 
offices until the spring of 1991. 

Sources: The Redevelopment Authority of the County of Washington -
Mr. Kerry Fox. 

Site Visit - May, 1991. 

Tablet in main stairwell at north end of building. 

Historian: Walter J. Haglund, AIA 
Registered Architect 
Mullin & Lonergan Associates, Inc. 
July 6, 1991 
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