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BARNES ESTATE, GENERATOR HOUSE  HABS No. PA-5499-A

South side of U.S. Route 40 between Fairchance and Buttermilk roads,
Hopwood, Fayette County, Pennsylvania
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The generator house is a contributing resource of the Barnes Estate, an
early twenticth century property recommended ¢ligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places by the Pennsylvania Historical and
Muscum Commission, Bureau for Historic Preservation.

The generator house, situated ¢. 200 feet south of the residence, is a one
and a half story brick building. Measuring 38 fcet by 28 fect, it is built
on a poured concrete foundation and iscapped by steeply pitched, gabled
roof, sheathed in slate. A small wood framed lantern with louvered
lights rises centrally astride the ridge. A shaped wood cornice with
dentil course encircles the roof and encloses either gable end, Breaking
through the cornice at the midpoint of each side opposite the gable ends
is a curvilinear facade gable, capped by a stonc coping. Corners of the
building are enframed by brick quoins. Each facade is organized into
three bays. The southwest facade contains a central pedestrian doorway,
capped by a stone lintel, Flanking the doorway on either side is a double
sliding sash window with wood frames, semi-circular stone voussoirs and
concrete sills. The northeast facade contains & central one over one
sliding sash window with a stone lintel. This window is flanked (on the
left) by a double sliding sash window with wood frame, semi-circular
stone voussoirs, and concrete sill and (on the right) by multi-paned,
double doors with wood framed side lights, and semi-circular stone
voussoirs. These doors are likely to have replaced an original double
sliding sash window, similar to the others on the southwest and northeast

. facades. The northwest gable cnd contains a central blind oval window,

flanked on either side by a single one over one sliding sash window with
wood frame, segmentally arched brick lintel, keystone, and concrete sill.
The southeast gable end is adjoined by a. centrally placed, single bay,
brick addition with a shed roof. Adjoining the addition on either side is
a single one over one sliding sash window with brick lintel, keystone, and
concrete sill. Originally the center bay of this facade may have
contained a doorway. There isevidence of a lintel within the inside wall
of the addition. Casement windows were added to the northwest gable
end and the northeast facade gable, probably during the 1950s when the
attic space was finished.

The original configuration of the interior is unknown. The present
interior has been partitioned to resemble a 19508 suburban house. It
contains a central stair hall, flanked on the left by a living room and on
the right by a kitchen and bedroom. Presumably, the second floor was
finished to include other bedrooms and a bathroom. The second floor has
been rendered inaccessible due to fire damage.
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The generator house, based on stylistic evidence, appears to have been
built during the 1920s, concurrently with the nearby storage building,
The genérator house is a typical expression of early twentieth century
residential design. The use of red brick construction, a steeply pitched
slate roof, closed gable ends, a classical cornice, quoins, arched surrounds,
and curvilincar facadc gables recalls the English colonial country houses
of the Middle Atlantic recgion (mid-seventeenth to late cighteenth
centuries). The earliest documentary evidence (1936) of the generator
house is a mortgage reference to "a brick building similar to the garage,
used as a workshop." A subsequent deed reference (1946) lists "a brick
power house” among the buildings of the estate. This reference appears
to indicate a ¢change in the building’s function. During the 1950s the
building was completely renovated for use as a residence. It served that
function until October 1990, when the building was vacated. Shortly
thereafter, the building’s interior was destroyed by fire. '

Fayette County Mortgages 218:120-121
Fayette County Deeds 628:457
Mr. John Von Benko, tenant of the generator house, 16 August 1990

Richard Meyer, Principal Architectural Historian
Lauren J. Cook, Project Historian

John Milner Associates, Inc.
West Chester, Pennsylvania
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Barnes Estate, Generator House,
First Floor Plan




