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IIlSTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY S'B-
ISAAC A. PACKER FARM, Barn HABS No. PA-5500-B 

Legislative Route 18011, the Farrandsville Road, approximately 2.4 miles 
northwest of the Jay Street Bridge, Lock Haven Vicinity, Ointon County, 
Pennsylvania 

USGS Lock Haven Quadrangle, Universal Transverse Mercator 
Coordinates: 18. 292770. 4559930 

Richard Packer 
R.D. #2, Box 163 
Lock Haven, PA 17745 

Storage. 

As the primary outbuilding of the Isaac A. Packer Farm, the barn, built in 
1905, greatly contributes to the character and integrity of the late-nineteenth­
century / early-twentieth-century farm complex. The Packer barn, 
measuring 50' by 40', is a two-story frame Pennsylvania, or bank, barn 
design, consisting of a ramp and a cantilevered forebay. This design 
allowed ground-floor access, via the ramp, to the upper floor, where grain 
storage was located. Livestock was kept on the lower floor. While other 
barns of this type exist in the Woodward Township area, the Packer barn is 
unique because, for the most part, it has retained its architectural integrity 
and is part of a larger, intact historic agricultural complex. 



PART I. IIlSTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Physical History: 

1. Date of Erection: 1905. 

2. Architect: None. 
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3. Original and subsequent owners: See Isaac A. Packer Farm, Farm House (HABS 
No. PA- 5500-A). 

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers: The barn was built by Kinley D. Packer, as evident 
from the inscription "K.D. Packer" located on the northeast and southwest facades. 

5. Original plans and construction: No original plans were located for the barn. 
However, except for the addition of a sub-floor, the barn appears to remain fairly 
true to its original form. The Packer barn presently has a ramp on its northwest 
facade, and a cantilevered forebay on its southeast facade, two distinguishing 
characteristics of the Pennsylvania barn. The threshing floor and mows, places for 
storing grain and hay, are located on the upper floor, and the stalls and pens are 
located on the lower level. 

6. Alterations and additions: A sub-floor was added to the upper floor of the Packer 
barn in the late 1980s, essentially creating a third floor. Other alterations included 
the boarding-over of the ventilator windows on the interior, and the addition of 
non-historic garage doors. The construction of the sub-floor and the boarding-over 
of the windows were undertaken as a result of bat problems in the barn. The 
plywood sub-floor was built above the former hay mows and limited the height of 
the upper floor to approximately fifteen feet. An open stairway was built to connect 
this floor with the former threshing floor below. 

B. Historical Context: The barn was built in 1905 by Kinley D. Packer, who was a very active 
farmer. This barn replaced an earlier barn, built in 1870 by Isaac A. Packer, that was 
destroyed by fire in 1905. The barn was used for both the storage of crops and the 
sheltering of livestock. The lower level was used for keeping livestock, while the upper 
level was used for a threshing floor and grain storage. Kinley's son, Horace I. Packer, 
who inherited the property in 1935, worked for the railroad and did not farm the land. It is 
unclear when the barn ceased to be used solely for agricultural purposes. A circa 1937 
photo of the barn reveals a painted billboard, "Mail Pouch Tobacco," present on the 
southeast facade of the barn (see HABS No. PA-5500-6 photograph). This has since been 
painted over. 

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A. General Statement: 

1. Architectural character: The Packer barn is a frame bank barn, consisting of a ramp 
and cantilevered forebay. 

2. Condition of fabric: Good condition. 



B. Description of Exterior: 
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1. Overall dimensions: The floor plan is rectangular and measures 50' x 40'. 

2. Foundations: Random-laid stone foundation. 

3. Walls: The exterior walls consist of the original German clapboard siding at the 
lower level and the original board-and-batten siding on the upper level. 

4. Structural systems, framing: Braced heavy timbers, sheathed with frame siding. 

5 . Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads: None. 

6. Chimneys: None. 

7. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: Vertical-board dutch doors and non-historic sliding 
doors provide ground floor access. A non-historic overhead garage door 
opens to the banked entrance, and the forebay has vertical-board doors. 

b. Windows and shutters: Casement windows and nine-light sash are used on 
the lower level. Pointed-arch ventilators are located on the upper level. The 
ventilators are arranged in a trefoil design under the gables. 

8. Roof: 

a. Shape, covering: The barn has a gambrel roof with asphalt shingles. 

b. Cornice, eaves: None. 

c. Dormers, cupolas, towers: None. 

C. Description of Interior: 

1. Floor plans: The Packer barn is a bank barn consisting of stables and pens on the 
lower level, a threshing floor on the upper level, and a non-historic plywood sub­
floor, creating a third level. 

2. Stairways: The original, open-tread, rough-finish wooden stairway linking the 
lower and upper floors is extant. There is a non-historic, open-tread wooden 
stairway connecting the upper floor with the added sub-floor. 

3. Flooring: Original, standard-width hardwood flooring is located on the upper level; 
the lower level consists of a dirt floor. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: The walls and ceilings of the Packer Barn are unfinished 
and consist of exposed rafters and wall studs. Sections of the lower level consist of 
stone walls, which also serve as the foundation. 



ISAAC A PACKER FARM, Barn 
HABS No. PA- 5500-B (Page 4) 

5. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: The interior doors are vertical-board doors with cross 
braces. 

b. Windows: On the upper level, the ventilator windows are boarded-over. 
The lower level casement and nine-light sash windows are unfinished on the 
interior and consist of simple frames . 

. 6. Decorative features and trim: The pointed-arch ventilator windows, located on the 
upper level, are unusually decorative. 

7. Hardware: Original strap hinges are located on the ground-level dutch doors and 
the upper-floor forebay doors. 

8. Mechanical Equipment: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: Ventilation consisted of the large 
ventilator windows located on the upper floors, which are now boarded­
over on the interior. 

b. Lighting: Non-historic fixtures. 

c. Plumbing: None. 

9. Original Furnishings: None. 

D. Site: 

1. General setting and orientation: The barn is accessible from the Farrandsville Road, 
Route 18011, southeast of the farm house. The barn's front facade faces in a 
northwesterly direction, where the bank, or ramp, is located. Besides the ramp, the 
barn is bordered by the road on the northeast, and a yard on the southeast and 
southwest. Also located southwest of the barn is a walnut tree (24" trunk 
circumference) and a willow tree ( 45" trunk circumference). 

2. Historic landscape design: The historic landscape surrounding the barn, and the 
historic character of the building, reflected the former agricultural nature of the 
Packer farm. A circa 1937 photo reveals elements including a chicken house, 
located southwest of the building, and a hog pen, attached to the barn on the 
southeast (see HABS No. PA-5500-6). 

3. Outbuildings: See Lime Kiln (HABS No. PA-5500-C) and Well (HABS No. PA-
5500-D). 

PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

See Isaac A. Packer Farm (HABS No. PA-5500). 



A. Architectural drawings: 
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Isaac A. Packer Farm, Barn, Upper Level Floor Plan. Drawn 1992 by Jill Cremer. 
Original drawing located at Kise Franks & Straw, Inc., 219 North Broad Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 19107. 

Isaac A. Packer Farm, Barn, Lower Level Floor Plan. Drawn 1992 by Jill Cremer. 
Original drawing located at Kise Franks & Straw, Inc., 219 North Broad Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 19107. 

PART N. PROJECT INFORMATION 

Documentation was undertaken in October and November 1991 in accordance with a 
Memorandum of Agreement between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District, the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission, and the Lock Haven Area Flood Protection Authority. The documentation serves 
as a mitigative measure for the treatment of historic properties that were identified and evaluated 
in a series of studies and that would be affected by the proposed Lock Haven flood protection 
project. The barn will remain, as is. Documentation was prepared for the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Baltimore District, by the Historic Preservation Group of Kise Franks & Straw, Inc., 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: M. Todd aeveland, project manager; Susan C. Nabors, historian; 
Martin B. Abbot, historian; and Jill Cremer, graphics. Robert Tucher provided the documentary 
photographs. 
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