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PAl~'f I. i.il STOLU CAL DffOl~l'il\'I'ION 

i<.OSS t1.LM0l{IAL LIBRARY LlUILDitJG 
(Clarion Free Librarv) 
hADS ~o. PA-5353 (Page 2) 

A· Physical history: 

1. Date of erection: 1929-1930 

2. Architect: Emmett E. Bailey (Clarion Democrat, July 4, 
1929, xerox copy in Clarion Free Library Collection) 
Uailey was born in ~ully Valley, ~ew York, in 1872. 
Uuring his career as an architect, Mr. Bailey became 
well known throwjhout this section and designed many 
familiar buildings, including the Oil City hospital, Oil 
City, Pennsylvania, tl1e second Presbyterian church, Oil 
City, Pennsylvania, the First Baptist church, Oil City, 
Pennsylvania and the courthouse at Brookville, Pennsyl
vania. Mr. Bailey died in 1942 (Derrick, f'WY 6, 1942, 
Xerox copy in Clarion Free Library Collection, Clarion, 
Pennsylvania) 

3. Original and subsequent owners: Clarion Borouqh 

1929 Ueed June 28, 1929, recorded in Clarion County 
L & A 8ook, Volume 47, page 4. Clarion County Court 
house, Clarion, Pennsylvania. 

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers: 

a. Contractor: L. o. Bouquin & Co., Oil City, Pennsyl
vania (Clarion Democrat, December 12, 1929, xerox 
copy in Clarion Free Library Collection, Clarion, 
Pennsylvania) 

b. Uuilders, suppliers: Uot known. 

5. oriyinal plans and construction: Original arawinys 
included in riliotoyraphic documentation. Originals are 
housed in Clarion Free Library Collection, Clarion, 
Pennsylvania. Structure has never been altered. Only 
revision noted on original drawings indicates emergency 
liyhting system installed May 5, 1978. Cost of building 
was $7U,OOO (Clarion Democrat, September 19, 1929, 
xerox copy in Clarion Pree Library Collection. Clarion, 
Pennsylvania). 

6. Alterations anu additions: Front library roof was 
replaced in 1985. l\.s noted above, only addition was 
emergency lightin'J system !·lay 5, 197b. 



.Ll. uistor ical Context: 

ROSS HEMOiaAL LIBf<.Al<Y BUILDL'Ja 
(Clarion Free Library) 
H1\BS LW. PA-5353 (Page 3) 

In 1910, a group of "public si:)iri ted" citizens or~anized to 
form a free library. .:::ot until 1914 did the ~loman' s Club 
0ecome interested and decided to sponsor the library as a 
project and on March 19, 1914, the Clarion Pree Library 
Association v1as formed. 'l'he first library was housed in a 
vacant gymnasium owned by Judge Harry R. lvilson located on 
the northwest corner of ~•'Ood Street and Fourth Avenue. It 
opened in June of 1914. Niss E~na Henry served as librarian. 
In 1918, the library rnoved into the Judge Campbell residence 
on tlain Street owned by the Clarion Conununity Association 
(the present location). The property was sold to the Hoss 
estate in 1929. 

John D. hoss, while visiting Clarion, became aware of the 
conununi ty' s need for a library. Upon his return to his 
business in Denver, Colorado, he decided to leave the bulk 
of his estate to build one, provided the borough would take 
over the maintenance of the building and the lot after the 
buildin') was completed. l1e appointed his t)rother, Ur. Charles 
c. Ross, trustee of his estate and requested that the building 
tJe a memorial to his mother, Hary A. hoss. 

John i.Zoss died in 1920, but rJecause t1is brother did not 
c~nply with the terms of the will, construction did not begin 
until 1929. The citizens of Clarion fought two legal oattles 
on behalf of the library. '1'he cornerstone was laid in December, 
1929. ~he approximate cost of the project was $7U,OOO. The 
library had several temporary residences before moving finally 
into the first floor of the new building in 1931 and ;,1iss 
Caroline uill was the first "regular librarian". 

In 1934, the library closed because of lack of funds and did 
not reopen until June, 1936. From then, until 1941, volunteers 
supervised the daily operation of the library. In 1938 the 
library moved to the basement rooms to allow the upper floor 
to be renteo. This te1~~rary move turned into a lengthy 
stay. Funding continued to be a problem and finally the 
Civic Club persuaded Borou~h Council to levy a two mill tax 
for the library. The funding problem improved also with the 
iniation of County and ~tate funds that matched locally 
raised money. The library moved upstairs in June, l'J62, ano 
by l~b6, it was necessary to 1Jove the Children's Department 
into one of the downstairs rooms. 

(continued) 
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Changes in the physical layout have been nonexistent since 
the 1960's but for one exception. In 1970, the library was 
designated the District Center for the Clarion District 
Library Association by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. 
Since 1976, after renovating a downstairs room, the library 
has housed the office of the Consultant Librarian and serves 
as the primary reference and information source for fourteen 
public libraries in Clarion, Jefferson and Venango Counties 
and the City of DuBois, Pennsylvania. 

In 1977, the Clarion County Commissioners designated the 
Clarion Free Library as the County Library for the Clarion 
County Library System and present Head Librarian, Jacqueline 
Baker, as the County Librarian. Today the library is a vital 
part of the community as growth has been steady and sure, 
bringing much promise for the future. (Information taken 
from an unpublished account of the "History of the Public 
Library of Clarion, Pennsylvania", n.d., in the Clarion Free 
Library Collection) 



PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A. GenVt.a.l S:ta.-temen:t: 

ROSS MEMORIAL LIBRARY BUILVTNG 
( CTa/Uon Fllee U.blta1tyl 
HABS No. PA-5353 (Pa.ge 5) 

7 . AllchUectwta.t.. eha.lr.a.c.tvr.: The libJr..aJty uw bu.lU ht 19 2 9 -ln :the. 
mortumen:ta.l .6:tyle 06 ma.ny Ca.Meg.le U.blr.a/t-lu bu.lU cluJUng 
.tha.t vr.a.. T:t .l6 4 yrrrne.bri.c.a.t.. .in plan and ,i;t6 c.la.6.6-i.c.a.l 
6a.c..a.de 6a.c.u boldi.y on.to :the ma.Ur. 4.:br.ee:t 06 Chvr..lon. 

2. ConcLU<.on 06 6a.bll-i.c.: The libllaltlJ buil.cUng .{A oa.c.ed bt .6and4:tone 
-i.n good c.ond-i.Uon ex.c.ep:t 6oll the ma..ln ettbuutc.e .6.te~ wh-i.c.h 
Me de:te.M..olla.ted and ha.zaJtdou.6. The Au.dlioJL.i.um wing~ 
bJL.i.c.h. a.nd J..n pooll c.oncli.,t,i.on. The pla.4:tvr. -ln:teJL.i.oll.4 06 both 
U.bll.aJt.y and AudliolLlum ha.ve been da.ma.ge.d by wa.tell oil.om llOOo 
l.e.a.k.6 • The. liblta.lly llO 0 6 Wa.4 llepla.c.ed ,ht J 9 8 5 but the. Au.dlioll-i.wn 
ll.006 llema.bt4 in ba.d.c.oncllti..on. 

B • Ve.6 c.JLlp:Uo n o 6 E x.:teJL.i.oll: 

1. Ovvr.a.U climen.6-lon.6: The: Ublr..My Buil.cU.ng ~ :two 4tolr1.e.6 and 
38' -8"x65' -8" ht plan. The AucU.:toJti..um W-lng ~ -a. .6-lngle 
-ln:tvunecU.a.-te level a.t g.1r:a.de and mea.4Ull.U 41' -4"x71 '-11". 
Thvr.e ~ no ba.4 ement. 

' 

2. Founda.:Uon.6: PoLLll.ed c.onMe:te 06 .6-lzu a.4 -lncU.ea.:ted on dlr.awbtg.6. 

3. Wa...le.4: UbllaJr.y wa.t..l..6 .a1r.e. 13" o 6 .6a.nd4:tone. and We; Audlioll-i.um 
wa...le.4 aJt.e 13" 06 bu6·6 bll.-i.c.h. and We. The. e.x.:tell.-i.oll IAXli.i..6 -ln 
bo:th a.ll.ea.4 ha.ve a. pla.4:tvr. -ln:tell.-i.oll. 6-ln-l.6h. 

4. S:bw.c..twr.al. .6 y.tJ:tem 6Jta.mi.ng: The ex.tell.loll t..ooll.6 a.nd .6 ome -i.n:tell.-i.oll 
1i1.1a.lli a.1!.e loa.d-be.alt-lng :Ute.. The. uppvr. level 6looJr. ~ a. 
eonMe:te .6.la.b .6uppoJr.:ted by .6:teei. jo~:t.6, a.nd the Jr.006 ~ 
g ypo um .6.la.b.6 .6 up poJr.:ted by .6.teei. beam.6 oJr. .:br.u.6.6 u • 

5. Poll.:Uc.o: The ert.:br.anc.e. poll.:Uc..o 6a.c.-lng ma..ln .6.:br.ee:t ha.4 a. .6and4.tone. 
0..e.ooll. and .6.tone .6:tep.6 lea.c:Ung .to U. The lilXlU-6 a.l..40 a.Jr.e 06 
.6.tone. and :the. ma..ln 0a.c.a.de. -i.-6 topped by a. .6.tone. pe.cU.men.t w.U:h 
c.a1r.v e.d oJr.rta.men:ta.ti.o n ~ • 

6. · Chbuney.6 .: The.Jr.e i.6 one bu6 6. bll.-i.c.h. ma.40MIJ c.h-i.mne.y loea.:ted a.-t 
.the br.:te.ll.4ecti.on · o:0 .the UbJr.aJty and Au.cU.:toJr1.um fie.a.Jr. :the 
Ea.4 :t Elev a.-t-i.o rt. 

7. Open-lng.6: 
·a.. Voo.IWXl.lJ.6 and dooll.4: SoUd wood e.x.:tell.-i.oJt. dooJL6 and c.a..6htg.6 

a.Jr.e U.6e.d. Vooll.4 a/Le. :typJ..c.a.i.1.y pailr.Ji with a. giiu.6 .tlta.n.6om ave.Jr.. 
Man!J doolrA have .th.e oM.g.lrr.ai. bJtonze ha.Jr.dwalt.e whl.c.h empl.oy.6 a 
.6-lmpLe coLorti.a,l knob a.nd p.ea.te. · 
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b. W.lndow.6: Wood double hung w.i.n.dow.6 aJr.e employed thJr.oughou.t. 
Uppe1r. Level UblLtlJ:t:Y and. AudU:.oM.wn aJr.e two oveJL thJr.e.e .Ugh:t 
.6Mh; Lowe.Jr. Level Ub1ta1ty aJte one oveJL one Ught .tia.tih. The 
PoJr.:t.lco w.i.n.dol.06 ha.ve. b1Lonze. gM'.,U.u. 

8. Roo 6: 
a. Shape, c.ovvUn.g: A .of.oped Mphai;t Mungled Jr.006 alli.gne.d to 

the .6lopu o 6 the. pe.cUme.nt c.oveM :the. c.e.nteJr. th.i.Jr.d o 6 :the. 
UbJta.Jt.y wh-U.e. the. 6la..t 1Loo6e.d .6.i.de. aJr.ea.6 aJr.e cove1r.ed by a 
11.u.bbvr. memb11.ane. The AudU:.olr1..um ha.ti a. 6la.t bu.lU up Mo6. 

b. ColLYl..lc.e., e.avu: Cu.t .ti:tone. ~ :the. e.dgu 06 a.U 1LOofr6 and 
top!.> the. paJr.a.pe.:t.6 .6UJUtounc:U.n.g the 6.e.a.t 1Loo6 aJr.e.a.6. The. 
UbJta.Jt.y 6.la..:t Jtoo6.6 have ·:,:tone pa.Jta.pe:t.6 on .:f:JAJo :,-<.du wUh 
o pe.n ba.Uu.6 tell.6 .in the. c.e.rt:tVt. thiJr.d a 6 each. A blt..lc.h. paJr.a.
pe.:t. .6U/lltou.n.d.6 the. Au.clUoJr..lum ILoo 6. 

c.. VoJUneJUi, cu.po.f.cw, :t.oweM: none.. 

c.. Vu C!Up:ti.o rt o 6 I rt:tVt..i.olL; 

1. FloolL pla.M: (.oe.e. pho:t.091La.ph.lc. c.op..i..u ,06 dl!.a.w.l.ng.6 J 
a.. UbJr.a.Jty - LowVt. Le.ve.l: Toile.:t.6 Jtoom.6, Ch.U.dl!.ert.6 Ublt.aJr.y 

( oM.g..i..n.a.Uy Commlt:te.e. Room}, V.<A:ttr..<.c:t. SeJLv..i..c.u ( OJt.1.g..i..n.a.Uy 
We.hen}, a.n.d BoileJL Room 6la.rth. a. c.e.rt:teJL Ha.U wlU.c.h c.onne.c:t..6 
:to the. ou.:1:.6.lde. a.nd :the. UppVt. Level (by a. .ti.ta..ilL) a.:t. one. end and 
.to the Au.dU:.oM.wn a..t the othe1r.. 

b. Au.dU:.o!Uwn - Irt:tetr.medla;te level: One laJtge.· .ipa.c.e w.lth a.c.c.u..ti 
a..t one end 611.om the LoweJL Level 06 the UbJUVLy an.d 6Jt.om the 
ou.:1:.6.lde, the· o:the.Jt end :tell.mlna.:t.u w.U:h a. .lr.a.l6 ed pla.tfioJr.m (.ti.ta.ge.} • 
A .6 pa.c.e. ..i..n. :the UbJta.Jt.y LowVt. Level olr..lg.lna.lly a. Wo1Llvr.oom Wa.6 
afte1r.e.d ( 6.lo OIL Jt.a..i..6 ed J 6 OIL a. l<Uc.hen to ..ti e11.v e the Au.di. to Jr.1.wn • 

c.. UblLaJr.!f - UppeJL Level: Th.l.6 .<A the ma..ln Ublt.alr.y Floo11. and 
c.oM-<'..-6-U 06 a. cert-tic.al aJr.ea. c.on.ta..lrt..i..ng :the vu.ti.bu.le ert.Vr.a.nc.e, 
.th/lee o 6 6.lc.u, a. .toile:t tr..oom, a. .6.ta..i.Jr. .to .the lowetr.. .level, and :the. 
UbJUVLy CiJr.c.ui.atian duh. and dl6pla.y aJr.e.a.. Two laJtge ILOOm.6 
c.on~g baolt.6.ta.c.kA and ..tie.a.:t.Utg 6.la.n.h. the. c.e.n.tltal. .&pa.c.e. 

2. S.tai.Awa.y.ti: A .6:te.e.l· .6.t.a.i;wJa.y wlth c.e.Jtam.lc. .tile :tJr..e.a.d!:i, ..ti:tee.l 
ba.Uu...6tell.6, an.d wood ha.Yr.dl!.a.U.6 c.onne.c:t..6 the Uppell and LowVt. 
Leve.l.6 o 6 the Ubltalt.y a.:t. the 611.0nt 06 :the bu.-Ud..i..n.g. 

3. FlooJr..i.n.g: Urtoleum an.d ILe.6..i..Uen:t .tlt..e a/le ll..6 e.d oOJt. mo.6:t On the 
6loalL a.Jr.ea.ti. CVUim..i..c. file. ( eaJL:th:tone c.ololr..6 J ..i....6 11Ae.d on the. 
6loo11. 06 the Lowe11..Le.ve1. Ha.U and ..i..n the Toilet Room.6. 

4. Wa.ll a.nd c.e-l.Urtg 6.lrt.l..6h: Smooth pla.ti:te11. 0.lrt.l..6h ..i....6 u.hed :thJr.ou.ghou.t 
e.xc.e.pt tha.t Toilet Room6 employ a. c.eJtam..i..c. file. wa.ln..6c.ot. 

5 • . Openbr.g.ti : 
a.. VooJuAJa.!f.6 a.rid doo/f..6: Flu...6h wood doolr..6 w.U:h wood c.a.6..i..n.g.6 a.Jr.e. 

ex..i...6.tirtg .thJr.ou.ghau.t. Ha1tdwaJr.e .l.6 b11.onze.. ThJr.ee laJr.ge. . 
opert..i..ng.6 (4'-8"w x 10'-0"h, wh.lc.h ma.y ha.ve oM.g..i..n.a..U.y c.on:ta..lned 
gla..6.6 doolr..6} .c.onnic:t. :the. c.en.tlc.a.i. .6pa.ce 06 .the uppetr.. level to 
the. laJr.ge. .61..de ILOOm.6. 
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b. W.i.ndoW6: LaJr..ge. double. hung w..i.ndoW6 p1tov.i.de. na..tultal Ught. 
T!UJn.6 Me. pa.J..n..te.d.~ wWe a.nd ma...tc.h :tJrJ.m 06 doo.>r.. c.a.6.i.ng.6. 

6. Vec.01ta-t.i.ve. 6e.a.-tulte..-~ and :tJU.m: Pla..6.te.Jt c.01tnic.e. molcli.rr.g.o a.1te. 
employed a.t .the. wa.i.1./c.e..-l£.,lng .i.nte.lt.6e.c.tion.6 06 the. ma..<..n 
.~pa.c.u. The. AuclUo.Uum ha..6 pla..6te.1t p.i.la..6..te.Jr...6 w.Uh oJr..na.me.n..ted 
c.a.pilai.6 .6pa.c.ed e.ve.nly on e.a.c.h 06 the. oOWL waU.6. The. 
c.a.pila.iA a.ppe.a.1t .to .ouppolt-t a. pla..6.te.Jt 6.Ueze. a.nd c.oJtY!,(,c.e. 
(2'-3"h) a.Jtound .the. pe.JUme.te.Jt 06 the 1toom. 

7. Ha.1tdwalte: The. ha.Jtdwa.lte. .i.-6 b1tonze. a.nd Oll.d.i.na.Jtlj. 

8. Mec.ha.rU.c.a.1. eqc.U.pmen:t: 
a.. H e.a.-ti.ng , a1.Jr. c.o nd.<..tio ning, v e.ntila,t.i.o n : The. build.lng .i.-6 

he.a.te.d btj .6te.a.m 61tom a. ga.6 6.i.lte.d boile.1t loc.a.te.d -ln BoileJt. 
Room (.oe.e. dJt.aw.Utg.o). O!t.lg-lnal.1..tj .the. boileJL p1toba.bl1j !AXt.-6 
c.oa.l 6.i.lte.d. He.a.t .i.-6 :bta.n.6mUte.d .thlr.ough 1ta.d.<..a.to1rA loc.a.te.d 
undeJL e.a.c.h whtdow. The. 1ta.dJ..a.:t.olL6 .<..n :the. Aw:U.:toJLi..wn Me 
bu.U..t .<..n..to the. wa.U.6. No e.x.h.au.6.:t. alt al.Jr. c.ondltlon.i.ng .61J.6.:t.em.6 
e.x..i..6t. 

b. Ught.<..ng: Mo.6.:t. on :the 0111.g.i.na.l Ug#...t-6 ha.ve. be.en Jr..e.pla.c.e.d 
The. oM.g.lna.l UglitA Welle. p.>r..oba.bly .<..nc.a.nde..oc.e.nt pe.nda.nt.6. 
Thw Jr..e.pla.c.e.me.n-U aJr..e 6i.uoJr..u c.e.n..t pe.nda.nt.6. A pe.nda.nt a.nd 
:Ol.Jo wa.U la.mp.6 a.t the. En..tlta.nc.e. Polt.tic.o .o:tlU. ex.iA.:t.. An 
e.meJLge.nc.y Ug hti.ng .6 lj.6te.m Wa..6 a.dde.d 1r..e.c.e.n..tly. 

c.. Plumbing: Two olr...i.g.i.na.l Toil.et Room.6 e.a.c.h w:uh .t.wo IAXU:e.Jt 
c.l0.6 e.:t.6 and .t.wo la.v.6 Me. loc.a.te.d on :the. loweJL level.. The. 
o!t-lgina.1. 1r..006 cfJuU.n..6 wlth 1ta..i.n wa.te.Jt c.onduc..toJr...6 built -lnto 
wa.ll-6 and 6looJr.. dAa..i.n-6 a.Jr..e. loc.a.te.d a.t vaJr..i.oU.6 po-lnt.6 a.JtaWtd 
the. build.<..ng. 

V. Si.te.: 

· 1. Gen e.Jr..a.l S e.ttirtg a.nd olri.e.n:t.a.tio n: 
The. Ub1r..a.1ty Bu.U.cli.ng 6a.c.u nolt-th towcur.d Ma..&t S.tJr.e.e.t, while. 
the AudJ.;t,oJU.um whig p1tojec.:t:4 to the .oou.t:h towaJr.d Me.Jr.l.e Road. 
The. .6ile i.-6 6la.t ha.v.i.ng onllJ a. dlr.op 06 thlr.e.e. 6ee.:t. (.&t 180' l 
61tom 61tont to ba.c.k. It .i.-6 a.l.60 open wlth no a..tta.c.he.d 
a.dja.c.e.nt building.ti wlU.c.h might be. e.x.pe.c.te.d bt the. .oma.U 
:town .6 e.tting. A ·Po.6t 006.lc.e. building (one. .6:to1r..y) -l-6 loc.a.te.d 
30 0e.e.t to :the. WeAt. a.nd a. i.a.lr.ge. b!t-lc.k hou.oe. ( 2 .6.:t.olr...i.u J i.-6 
30 0e.e.t to the. ea.6:t. 

2 • H.i.-6.:t.olr...i.c. la.nd.6 c.a.pe. dulg n: 
The. .ti.lde.wal.k . de..6-lgn .i.-6 .oymme;OUc.a.l w.l:th a. .o.i.ngle. c.en:teJL 
e.n.ti'La.nc.e. wa1.h. wh..Lc.h b1ta.nc.hu ou;t a...t :the. en:Utrutc.e .ti:te.p.6 .i.n:to 
.two .ti.ldewa.lk.6 wlU.c.h e.x.:te.nd.6 .oymme;OUc.a.Uy a.Jr..oWtd e.a.c.h .6.lde. 06 
:the. builcli.rr.g :to :the ba.c.k. 

The. la.nd.6c.a.pe. :tlr..e.a-tme.n-U c.oM-l.6fug mo.ti:tly 06 .6hltu.b.6 pla.n:te.d 
do.tie. to :the. build.<..ng, appe.a.lr...6 .oomewha.t hapha.zaJr.d. 

3. Outbui.i.cli.ng.6: None.. 
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A. Architectural drawings: 

1. Date: 1929 
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2. Location: Copies are included in photographic documentation. 
originals are housed in Clarion Free Library Collection, 
Clarion, Pennsylvania. 

B. Historic Views: No photographs found. Only information 
found was picture in Clarion Democrat, July 4, 1929. See 
Supplemental Material Page 10 in this document. Library 
records were checked as well as local Historical Society. Ad 
was also placed in the local newspapers for information. 

c. Interviews: No records found. Library records were checked 
as well as local Historical Society. Ad was also placed in 
the local newspapers for information. 
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vania. 

2. "Ross Memorial Building". Clarion Democrat, July 4, 1929. 
Microfilm copy in Clarion Free Library Collection, Clarion 
Pennsylvania. 

"E.E. Bailey Dies Suddenly". Derrick, May 6,1942. 
Xerox copy in Clarion Free Library Collection, Clarion, 
Pennsylvania. Original housed in Oil City Library Collec
tion, Oil City, Pennsylvania. 

"Ross Memorial Library". Clarion Democrat, September 19, 
1929. Microfilm copy in Clarion Free Library Collection, 
Clarion, Pennsylvania. 

"Ross Memorial Building Leased To Library and Corrununity 
Associations". Clarion Democrat, October 1, 1931. Micro
film copy in Clarion Free Library Collection, Clarion, 
Pennsylvania. 
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E. Likely sources not yet investigated: None. 

p. Supplemental material: See Pages 9 and 10. Xerox and micro
film copies housed in Clarion Free Library Collection, Clarion, 
Pennsylvania. 

PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION 

The Clarion Free Library renovation and expansion project will be 
made possible because of a $400,000 matching LSCA Title II Grant. 
The major chance and addition will take place at the rear of the 
building. Only the auditorium portion of the building will be 
demolished. A two level addition will replace this portion. 

The addition will respect the architectural integrity of the 
existing classic structure which will remain exactly the same as 
pictured and will continue to be called the Ross Memorial Building. 

Prepared by: 
Title: 
Affiliation: 
Date: 

Prepared by: 
Title: 
Affiliation: 
Date: 

John Evans 
Reg. Architect 
E/S Architects 
July, 1986 

Joanne Vavrek 
Clarion Free Library Board 
President 
July, 1986 
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