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Significance: 

Description: 

Historical Notes: 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

RACE STREET FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE 

HABS No. P A-6687 

Race Street, west of 151h Street, Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, 
Pennsylvania. 

Although constructed almost thirty years after the ca. 1827 separation, the 
Race Street Friends Meeting House is a tangible reminder of the 
controversy caused by differing interpretations of Quaker doctrine in the 
early nineteenth century. The decision to begin construction on the Race 
Street Friends Meeting House was made in 1855 in response to a request 
by the women's meeting for safer, more comfortable, and more spacious 
quarters. The building was complete by 1857. In it the Hicksites held 
their Philadelphia Yearly Meetings and there was room for both the men's 
and the women's meetings for business. Race Street was the site of the 
Hicksite Philadelphia Yearly Meeting between 1857 and 1955. 

The Race Street Friends Meeting House stands two and one-half stories 
over a raised basement, is seven bays wide at its facade, and measures 
about 100' by 131 '. The closed gable front faces north onto Race Street. 
Typical windows are glazed with twelve-over-twelve lights arranged in 
double-hung sash, are shuttered, and are placed over stone sills. There is 
also a quadpartite arched gable window. The doors are double doors with 
iron strap hinges. Inside, there was no partition because the men and 
women removed into different rooms for business meetings; these spaces 
initially were separated by a stair hall. There were galleries in both 
meeting rooms. 

After the separation ofHicksite and Orthodox Friends in 1827 to 1828, the 
Hicksite faction removed to quarters in the Green Street Meeting House. 
While meeting in the Green Street structure, the Hicksites constructed 
another meeting house on Cherry Street; this building was home to the 
women Friends' Yearly Meeting while the Green Street structure housed 
the men. In 1855, the women Friends complained about their meeting 
place and, as a result, over the next two years another building was erected 
on Race Street that was planned to comfortably hold the Hicksite Friends 
during their Yearly Meetings. The Hicksites' Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting convened in this place until the Hicksites and Orthodox Friends 
reunited in the mid twentieth century about 1955. No longer used as a 
Yearly Meeting place, the structure serves as the Friends' Center for 
Information as well as administrative offices needed by the Yearly 
Meeting. 
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