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Qwner:

Date of Brection:

Architect:
Builder:

Present Condition:

lumber of Stories:

Vaterials of

Jonstruction:

Otner Existing Records:

Ballou Family
About 1740
Unknown
Unknown

Good

1l story

Trame structure-with a nitched
roof-0ld shingles {come saved)
were snlit by hand, framework

newn of stundy ~ak logs.

The Frovicdence Flantations--oy
Greene, page 39l--drawing.

rarly Homes in Rhode Igland-~by
Downing-~drawing ».63, interior
snowing bencues. Pnoto<ranh
v.58 (date given before 1740
interior looking tcwards the pul-
pit and the Elder!'s Bencn. Draw-
ing p.60 stairway and framing un-
der gallery. Drawing p.62--gall-
ery breast and corner framing,
Ref. p.l36-Quote: "had windows
filled witn diamond paned leaded
glass at that late date-1749%.

'he Rhode Island Guide, reference
vage 339,
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In wields Vol II, 1v.99, reference
guote:' 'he 8ix Princinle Thurch

in Cumberland annears to have been
organized in 1732, Althrugn, like
several others of the errly church-
es of thie order, the Cumverland
Church has ceased to exist as an
organization, 1t yet challenges
attention by reason of its vener-
avle sanctuary, known as tne "0ld
Ballou deeting House," still stand-
ing just north of Iron Yountain or
Iron Rock Hill, in the northwestern
pzrt of the town.

Tne ouaint building with its heavy,
narrow gallery,; is much resorted

to by visitors, it being claimed
tuat it was erected in 17H0. The
fact that the original deed of the
land bears the date of 1749, "in
tne twenty-second year of the reign
of George, King of Great Britain,®
sugzests th:t vesr as tne tize of
vuilding the meeting house.”

Reference, Esrly Homes of Rhode Is-
land by Downing, »v.5%--ocuonte; "Early
in tne eighteenth century, James,
Cuadian and N=thnzniel Ballou, came
to the nortnern vart of Cumberland
and g~ttled in the "Attlevorough
Gore," then part of Masesachusetts.
In 1732, touetuer with Elders '
Josiah and Natnaniel Coo%, they or-
ganize their church of Six Princi-
vie Bavtist Tenets. Elder Josiah
Jock served ase the first pastor and
was followed by nis nevpher, Natihaniel.

In 1775 Elder Abner Bellou took over
tne minister's task and the clericesl
line nassed cut of tne Cook family
into tne Balliou family; thereafter
tie meeting house bDecame XnowWn as
the Elder Ballou keeting House.!
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Handvook of Historial Sites in
Riode Island by Providence De-
partment of pPublic Schools,
printed in 1934. Reference,page
51, Quote: "The Bantist Thurch
in tris section was started in
1732 cnd the Meeting House built
largely through the efiorts and
contributions of the Ballou fam-
ily was erected avout 1780. The
grave of Nathaniel Cook, the
first pastor, is in the yard,
dated 1773."
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