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HISTORIC AMERICAM BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. RI-148

AMOS ALLEN HOUSE g?BS
3
L4-FROV,
Lddress: 62 Benefit Street, Providence, Providence °1l-

County, Hhode Island.

Plet 10, lot 132, not numbered in 172€; 42
Benefit Street in 1824; 56 Benefiid Sireet
in 1847; 62 Benefit Street in 1866.

Presenv Quner: The Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island,
101 Benefit Street, Providence 3, Rhode
Islend,

Present, QOccupant: Leased Lo various tenants

Present Use: 0ld people's home,
Brief Statement This is a medium sized, well-preserved house irom
of Significance: the late eighiteenth century.

APT L. HISTORICAL INFORRUAT LON

A, Physical History
1. Originsl and subsequent owners:

1773 Joseph Whipple sells for 30 L lawful money io
Amos Allen, housewright, & certain lot of land front-
ing E/ly on Benefit Street; Beginning ai the NE corner
of Star and Benefit Street 120" until it comes in range
with the N line of the Church Burying Ground, thence W/ly
in the range aforesaid 50', thence /1y holding width
of 50' to Svar Lane, ithence 30' to first mentioned corner.
Deed Book 20, page 132, in Providence City Hall.

1798 Amos /Allen, owner house and store. Cornelius
Bowler, cccupant. ¥ ou Beunefii; N on Star Lane; House
321 x 26' - 2 stories front, 3 stories rear, wood.

Texed $1,200. Henry R. Chace, Owners apd Qccupsnts of
the Lots, Houses and Shops in the Town of Providence,
fhode Island in 1798 Located on Maps of the Highways
of that Date {Providence, 1914). .

1812 Division of Amos Allen Estate. "¥We assign to
Caleb Fuller and Hannah Fuller in right of saia
Hannshand hkisry Allen a lot of land with dwelling house,
being #4 and #5. Valued at $2400.% Deed Book 36, page
27, in Providence City Hall.,
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1832 Caleb Fuller and wife Hannah for %1500 sell to
Clarissa L. Fuller, undivided 1/2 part of the house
and lot at the corner of Star snd Benefit Street, said
property given Hannash in the division of the estate of
her father, fmos Allen. Deed Book 60, nage 471, in
Providence City Hall.

1844 James Mumford, collector of iaxes, leased prop-
erty til 1866, Deed Book 152, page 342, in Providence
City Hall.

1857 Hamah Fuller for $1500 to daughter, Cynthia
Springer, one undivided 1/2 part of Dwelling House
and lot of land--being the same astate which descended
to me from my father, Amos Allen--reserving (o myself
the use of premiges during my life time. Deed Book
149, page 349, in Providence City Hall.

1863 Clerissa L. Fuller, spinster, to my sister
Cynthia Springer--‘'one undivided 1/2 part of Dwelling
Houge wherever the same stands.”" Ssid estate is situ-

ated and is #56 Benefit Street (now #62). The Dwelling
House is 33' x 28' and is 2 gtories high in {ront and

3 in rear. Deed Book 165, page 341, in Providence City
Hall.

1887 Mary C. Lothrop to Mary A. Lothrop (my daughter)}
the same premises conveyed to me by my mother, Cynthia
Springer, and came to me as only child and heir of ny
mother, Cynthia, Life estate regserved. Deed Book 342, -
page 28, in Providence City Hall.

1899 . Alinda Lothrop. Deed Book 15, page 142, in
Providence City Hall.

1907 Jamelia Z. Noumeir.

1927 Jamelia F. Zainey,

1945 Fhode I=zland Epilscop=al Convenﬁion._-

1959 The Diocese of Fhode Island; leased to tenants.

2. Date of erection: Between 1773 and 1798.

Prepared by Iintoinette F. Downing and Elvira Gowdey
for the Providence Preservation Society.
August, 1961. '
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PART II. ARCHITECTURAIL INFORMATION

L. General Statement

1.

2.

1.

2~
.

1.

Architectural character: Typical medium-sized frame
building with a well-preserved exierior.

Condition of fabric: Good.

Technical Description of Exterior

Overall dimensions: 33' (4 bays) x 28", two stories
high plus attic, and cellar at ground level in the

Trear,

Faces east.

Foundations: Scguared stone

Wall construction: Heavy timber frame, plank walls,
clapboards, beaded oorner boards.

Stopps: One granite step at front, small wood stoop
at the north side.

Chimney: Brick center chimmey.

(Openings:

a.

Roof:

Deors: Door does not appear original; frontisplece
with fluted pilasters and pediment with modillion
cornice,

Windows: Two windows south of entrance, one window
north of entrance; double hung windows have six
over one light double hung sash, probably originally
had twelve over 12 light sash ag on similar neighbor-

- ing house. Plain window frames with molded heads.

Shape, covering: Gable roof; rolled roofing.

Cornice, eaves: Boxed eaves, molded cornice;
molded heads of second {loor w1nd0w continuous
with the bed mold.

Technical Description of Interior

Floor plans: Center«chlmney'type, five-room plan, with-
secondatry embrance on north side,
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2. Stsirwey: U-shaped, open well, closed string siair
in front snirence hall; molded face gtringer; heevy
railing with nserly square handrsil; turned newels
end baluster. Winding beck steirway by north side door.

3. Flooring: Wide boards.

4. Well ond eailing finish: Plester with moldad wood
cornice. _

5. Doocrweys end doors: Six- snd eight-panel, reised-pansl
doors in plasin frames with thin molded trim.

6. Trim: Simple molded wood trim; beaded edges on axposed
frema.

7. Hardwere: Not originesl.

8. Lighting: Eleoiric.

9. Heating: Modern centrsl hesting with rediatore. Originsl
fireplaces closed off, menisls in plece. Parlor mantels
bhave colonneties end deeply projecting, stepped mantel
shelves; plainer mentel in kitchen.

Site

1. Genersl sgetting end orientation: Faces east on the
sidewslks on a corner lot {southwest corner of
Benafit end Ster Streetis) with e small rear yard.

2. Enclosures: Wire fence on the side towerd the rear of
tha property.

3. Welka: Brick et the fromt, esphslt on the side.

4. landsecasping: Untendsd bheck yard.

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect
Netional Park Service
Aggust 1961




